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Weirford House Bed and Breakfast  

 
in picturesque Sampford Courtenay 

 
four acre garden with wonderful views - 

- Garden Barn with en-suite, sitting room & kitchen - 

 
Avril and Mike Flanagan - 01837 89132 
See our website for full details and pictures 

www.weirfordhouse.co.uk    avril@weirfordhouse.co.uk 

 

C. J. Steer & Sons Ltd 
Funeral Directors 

Est 1969 
 

24 hour Service  
All Facilities 

 
Homefield, Station Road, Bow 

 
Tel: 01363 82414       Mobile: 07785 540248 

 The Coach House 
   North Street, North Tawton, EX20 2ES 

              
 Bed & Breakfast  
 
Situated in a secluded walled garden close to town 

centre opposite St Peter’s Church C13th 
en-suite rooms,  TV, Radio, Tea/Coffee, Parking,  

 
Tel: 01837 89242 

 
Established 1922 

C. Burrows & Son 
(J. J. Burrows) 

Funeral Directors 
A Caring Family Firm 
Personal Supervision 

Any Distance—Any Time 
Tel: 01363 83258          Mobile: 07803 142357 

Coldridge, Crediton, Devon  

  

FORE STREET GARAGE 
( Proprietor: Kevin Hodge) 
Fore Street, North Tawton 

Tel: 01837 82006 
M.O.T. TESTING STATION 

Servicing and Repairs to all makes and models 
Competitive Rates            Fully Qualified Mechanic 

GoodGarageScheme.com 
( Registered Member ) 

Courtenay Kennels 
 

Little Green Slade, Sampford Courtenay, Okehampton 

Licensed Dog Boarding Kennels 
Individual kennels and runs, Central Heating 

Walks in 5 acres of grounds 
All kinds of diets catered for 

Telephone or Fax  01837 82298 
Mobile 07952 225048 

www.courtenaykennels.co.uk 
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NICHOLS NYMET HOUSE 
 

MANOR HOUSE BED AND BREAKFAST  
& SELF CATERING COTTAGES  

www.devonbedandbreakfast.co.uk  
email mandpgoodman@outlook.com 

Tel 01837 82626 
 

For all your accommodation requirements –  
When family and friends come to stay use us as guest rooms. 

 Peaceful location 1.5 miles from North Tawton 
WITH WONDERFUL VIEWS 

We offer three large bedrooms all with  
en-suite bathrooms including a family suite  

for up to 5.  
Full English Breakfast using finest produce. 

Rates from £40 per person per night –  
Children half price. 

 
Also we can offer Self Catering Cottages available on a 

weekly basis. 
Please see our Trip advisor reviews and Facebook pages. 

http://www.weirfordhouse.co.uk
http://www.devonbedandbreakfast.co.uk/
mailto:mandpgoodman@outlook.com


From The Rectory 
 
 Memorable moments! 
 
A couple of years ago, I shared our experiences in Ho Chi 
Min city. Well, in mid April we once again headed for 
Saigon (as it is often called) but this time we were on an 
exciting 18 day tour of Vietnam, shared with five other 
people from the UK, Australia and New Zealand. We 
looked after each other, shared life stories, and became 
great friends. 
 
From Saigon our tour included boating on the mighty  
Mekong River. The Mekong Delta is a densely populated 
area where life progresses around its fertile banks. We 
explored the Cai Rang floating market, weaving between 
traders and shoppers and mingled with the local people. 
From the water you see another side of Vietnam,  
witnessing incredible slums. But it is important to learn 
that the modern industrialised world has its edge, beyond 
which lies poverty and struggle. 
 
We then flew to the coastal city of Nha Trang, which is 
home to a huge fishing industry. From there we cruised, 
in an old fishing boat, on the turquoise waters to one of 
the quiet Pacific islands for some relaxation. My paradise 
island! 
 
Next, we flew to Danang and drove to Hoi An, which  
retains the feel of centuries past and is now a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site. There are lanterns everywhere and 
lots of people strolling up and down the alleyways and 
across footbridges. Everywhere the makers of street food 
are frying, roasting or boiling savoury scented dishes (the 
food in Vietnam is always fresh, delicious and beautifully 
presented). The iconic Japanese covered bridge, takes you 
across to an island where everything you’d just seen  
before is multiplied a hundredfold. We visited a workshop 
of traditional hand embroideries and saw the ladies at 
work making silk pictures and beautiful tablecloths. This 
workshop is part of a project called Reaching Out,  
providing opportunities for people with disabilities to 
learn skills and gain meaningful employment. These 
workshops are a platform for local people to showcase 
their talents. 
 
We visited a farming project in a local village where the 
community has come together to create a large vegetable 
farm. I took my turn in doing a bit of raking and planting 
– equipped with Coolie hat and over-jacket in 32 degrees! 
Afterwards we were treated to a foot massage, and then 
helped cook our own lunch using the lovely herbs and 
vegetables from the farm – yummy and great fun! 
 
Onward, to the ancient religious centre of My Son, a  
lesser known UNESCO listed site, set among lush green 
valleys, surrounded by hills and the massive Cat’s Tooth 
Mountain. We walked through the bush (hot or what!) to 
the ancient religious centre built by the once thriving 
Champa Kingdom. 
  
Our next stay was in Hue, driving over the dramatic and 
scenic Hai Van Pass and then cruising on the Perfume  

 
River. The city is dominated by the Imperial Citadel that  
is modelled on the Forbidden City in China. There are 143 
steps to the top of the main chamber at Khai Dinh tomb! 
 
A flight took us to Vietnam’s capital, Hanoi. The US 
bombing of Hanoi during the Vietnam War, caused  
massive damage. Hanoi has now been transformed into an 
industrial and agricultural centre. We had an exhilarating 
cyclo ride (amongst millions of motorbike riders!) 
through Hanoi’s old quarter. We visited the Ethnology 
Museum with an extensive display dedicated to Vietnam’s 
54 minority peoples, giving us an insight into the heritage 
and diversity of the country.  
 
We visited a family in Duong Lam village where we 
shared lunch and learned about village life. In the local 
Temple, there was a group of elderly women sitting and 
chatting together. One very elderly lady came over to us, 
full of smiles, and our guide interpreted what she was  
saying. She was delighted we were there and gave us a 
brief history of her life. Her wizened face was a picture of 
happiness, which has remained with me ever since. 
 
Later, we saw a performance of the famous Water  
Puppets - invented thousands of years ago by farmers in 
the Red River Delta region as a means to entertain  
themselves when the rains flooded their paddy fields.  
Truly spectacular! 
 
Next a cruise on Halong Bay, which shares a common 
border with China in the north and harbours some of the 
most stunning scenery in Vietnam. Unique rock  
sculptures jut out dramatically from the clear emerald  
waters and numerous grottoes have created an enchanting, 
timeless world, looking out onto the horizon, with the 
sails of the junks and sampans completing the picture. We 
visited underground caves (400 steps!) and watched the 
sunset over the bay. A memorable way to end our tour of 
this most fascinating, charming, friendly, and beautiful 
country. 
 
Finally, Vietnam is officially an atheist state. But 70-80 
percent practice Buddhism, Taoism and Confucianism. 
Christianity is on the rise (6-8 percent). Our young guide 
for North Vietnam confided that he followed Jesus. His 
wedding ceremony took place in his parents home three 
years ago. His Buddhist grandparents and relatives have 
disassociated themselves from him and his family. He 
strives for reconciliation, whilst firmly holding onto his 
beliefs. Along with his well deserved gratuity, I quoted 
two bible verses: There is…one Lord, one faith, one  
baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all and 
through all and in all. (Ephesians 4:4-6). And 1  
Corinthians 16:13-14: Be on your guard; stand firm in the 
faith; be courageous; be strong. Do everything in love. 
Encouraging words for us all! 
 
Rita Bullworthy 
Assistant Minister 
 
  (see pictures on page 5) 
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Roundabout 
 

 is published for the community on  
behalf of the four parish churches of North Tawton, 
Sampford Courtenay, Bondleigh and Honeychurch. 

 
Opinions expressed by contributors are their own and are 

not necessarily endorsed by the Vicar, by the PCC,  
members of the four churches, or by the Editors. 

 
Contributions should be sent to 
Hilary and Richard Edwards, 

Shellsley, 
Exeter Street, 

      North Tawton, 
EX20 2BZ 

 (tel. 01837 82376) 
 

     E mail: nt.roundabout@gmail.com  
no later than13th of the month before publication  

is required (and earlier, if possible) 
 

New advertisers are always welcome. 
Advertisements can be arranged for shorter periods than 

one year or for single editions. 
 

Visit Roundabout on its own website: 
www.northtawtonroundabout.com 

(There are also links online via the websites of the  
North Tawton Town Council and the  

 Sampford Courtenay Village Council). 
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The printing of the cover of this magazine is generously sponsored by ARLA 

 
Remembered a century on,   
a casualty of the Great War. 
 
Private Ernest William 
Gregory aged 24  of the 18th 
Bn. Lancashire Fusiliers. 
 
He died on 9th June 1918 
and is buried at the  
Martinsart British Cemetery 
on the Somme.  
 
He was the son of Andrew 
and Elizabeth Gregory of 
Fore Street, North Tawton. 
 

The food bank still is in operation. Please continue to 
remember those who need help via the Food Bank box        
(above) in St. Peter’s Church porch.            Thank you. 
 

Arla Foods Ltd 
Taw Valley Cheese Shop 
Taw Valley Creamery 
South Weeke 
North Tawton 
Devon 
EX20 2DA 
Telephone no: 01837 883661 

Hours of Opening 
Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm 
Saturdays 9am to 1pm 
 
Come and visit our Cheese Shop in 
North Tawton  which is attached to 
our factory and taste our delicious 
award winning cheeses. We produce  

 
and sell a wide range of cheeses to 
suit everyone’s taste buds. We also 
have a range of local deli cheeses, 
crackers and chutneys.  We also 
make hampers and gift bundles 
which make an ideal gift for anyone.  

 Rita’s visit to Vietnam  (See page 3) 

mailto:nt.roundabout@gmail.com


Muriel 
PICTURE FRAMING 

 
 Photographs ·  Paintings ·  

Certificates ·  
Conservation Standards Available 

A wide selection of mouldings  
for your personal choice 

North Tawton Tel: 01837 82626 
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Deborah Taylor 
Registered Childminder 

 

 
 

 
 
Churchward 

     Sampford Courtenay 
01837 82743 

NEIL SQUANCE GARDEN 
MAINTENANCE 

 
 

 
Tel 01837 83665 

 
Mob 07799  

KEVIN RICE 
FULLY QUALIFIED BUILDER & DECORATOR 

With 40 years experience in and around North Tawton. 
 

All aspects of building work from small repairs to 
new builds undertaken by a local tradesman who cares 

about quality and personal service. 
Contact Kevin 

Mobile:  07749 674357      Tel: 01837 82985 

BROADBURY LANDCARE 
 

All aspects of Garden Maintenance  
and Landscaping 

 
Andrew Barton 07532 216216 

 
Fully Qualified Fully Insured 

Free Estimates 

   
Older Property Building Surveys 

• Thatched or slate properties built of Cob or Stone. 
• Custom Thatched Roof Surveys. 
• Weekend "Hands on" Thatching Courses. 
 

Master Thatcher and Residential Property Surveyor 
www.thatchedhomeinspector.co.uk                
Ring Charles on  01647 231 706 or 

07771512670 
Holland Park Farm, South Tawton, 

Okehampton. EX20 2PP 

Paw Prints Pet Care 
 

Dog walking, Small pet sitting and vet visits. 
Fully insured & D B S checked 

 
Hatherleigh based but covering Okehampton and  

surrounding areas. 
Email : pawprintspetcare2016@gmail.com 

Facebook : Paw prints pet care 
 

Call Kirstie 07392 072463 
and she will be happy to arrange a meeting with you to 

discuss your pet care. 

Gardening Etcetera 
Your local Gardener and Handyman 

No job too small 
Specialist in edible gardens as well as low     

 maintenance garden design and management 
 

 
Please call 07729 274698 or email 
  gardening.etcetera@gmail.com 

mailto:pawprintspetcare2016@gmail.com


 
North Tawton Town Council – election of Chair and Vice-Chair, and Co-option of new Member 
 
At the Council’s Annual meeting on 1st May, Councillor Steve Whiteley was re-elected as Chair of the Council for 
2018-19.  Councillor Ms. Jean Trewhitt was re-elected as Vice-Chair of the Council.  For a full list of NTTC  
Committee Chairs/Vice-Chairs and Members, please view the minutes of the meeting on the noticeboard or at the 
Council Office, or go to our website www.northtawtontowncouncil.co.uk .  Further to a vacancy on the Town  
Council, two residents applied to be considered for co-option to the Council.  Mrs. Sue Weedon was the successful 
applicant, and will shortly be taking up her place on the Council. 
 
Dog Fouling – disposal of dog fouling bags 
 
Thank you to all responsible dog owners who are doing their best to ensure our pavements and footpaths are safe and 
clean to walk along.  We’d like to remind dog owners that it is your responsibility to clear up after your dog, and also 
to ask all dog owners to please dispose of the resulting used dog fouling bags – these bags can be placed in any litter 
bin, as well as in the specific dog waste bins, or carried home and placed in your domestic refuse sacks.  Please don’t 
run the risk of getting a penalty notice and a hefty fine, it’s so easy to just take your dog waste bags to the nearest bin 
or take them home with you. 
 
Improvements to pavement – Station Road 
 
I’m sure you will have noticed the fantastic job that the Council’s contractors have done, in clearing the overgrowth 
on this pavement.  The pathway has been widened considerably along some sections, weedkilling has been  
undertaken, and all the overgrowth removed and cleared around the bench on the corner of the junction.  We hope 
this will make the pavement safer for our residents, and it certainly has improved the general appearance of the  
approach from De Bathe Cross.  We’re working hard to try and find a solution to provide better lighting on the 
length from Batheway Fields to the mini-roundabout, more news in due course.  Finally, as the contractors finished 
these works in good time, they are undertaking a similar exercise at the bottom of Fore Street along to Yeo Lane, 
which will improve the appearance and safety of this length of pavement. 
 
Finally, from the archives, 1972…. 
 
“The chairman explained the circumstances which led to the rather speedy purchase of a grass cutter.  (There had 
been a demonstration of..a Haytor 1.6).  It was the only model of its kind in stock and was approved for its  
performance by Councillor members with mechanical knowledge.  Hesitation might have meant a further delay of 
weeks in obtaining a machine, and an urgent need to cut the lengthy grass decided the issue….” 
 
 
Rosalind Rice Clerk to North Tawton Town Council  
or Sarah Say, Temporary Clerk to North Tawton Town Council 
14a The Square, North Tawton, EX20 2EP         Tel: 01837 880121  e-mail: northtawton.towncouncil@yahoo.co.uk 
                   http://www.northtawtontowncouncil.co.uk/ 
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       Interested in Walking for Health? 

in 
   North Tawton  

Last Saturday of the month at 10.30 a.m. in the Square  
 

For more information contact 
Pat Richardson 01837 880025 

http://www.northtawtontowncouncil.co.uk
mailto:northtawton.towncouncil@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.northtawtontowncouncil.co.uk/
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For experienced, 
local advice you can trust 
T. 01837 52379 
www.peterslaw.co.uk 

1 West Street, Okehampton  

 

 

WINDOWS-DOORS-CONSERVATORIES-JOINERY 

(Covering the whole of Devon) 

HIGH QUALITY PRODUCTS BACKED UP BY OVER 25 YEARS 

EXPERIENCE HELPING CUSTOMERS TO IMPROVE THEIR 

HOMES 

Why not give them a call to see what they can do for you 

and your property........ 

01837 54019 or enquiries@okehamptonglass.com 

www.okehamptonglass.com 

 

 



 
North Tawton Afternoon W.I. 

 
MAY MEETING AND A.G.M. 
 
We gathered on 2nd May for not only our monthly meeting 
but also the A.G.M.   
 
The President welcomed a  W.I. county adviser who  
attended along with a trainee adviser. 
After some general business there was a very comprehensive 
report from our Delegate who, with several other members 
from North Tawton, attended the Spring Council Meeting at 
Torquay. 
 
Our President, Treasurer and Secretary each gave a report 
for the past year and the President and Treasurer, who are 
both standing down, included thanks for the support they 
had received in their terms of office. 
 
We are fortunate to have a new full committee with each 
member bringing their own talents and experience, making 
for an interesting year ahead and we are pleased to welcome 
Jan Gray as our new President.  
 
To conclude the meeting the trainee adviser gave a  
presentation on the resolution which will be going to the 
W.I. A.G.M. in Cardiff  for members to vote on which is 
that mental health should be given equal priority with  
physical health. 
 
 
Our June speaker, Alan French, will be giving a talk on 
“Summer Gardening” and bringing plants for sale, we can 
look forward to a varied programme of speakers for the rest 
of our year. 
 
Jane M. Hunt-Webb 
Secretary 
North Tawton W.I. 
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Farms for City Children  

host Romeo and Juliet performed by  
HandleBards  

at Nethercott House, Devon   
 

On Saturday 23rd June at 6.30 p.m., HandleBards 
will be performing Shakespeare’s Romeo & Juliet 
at Nethercott House. The all female troupe will be 
arriving by bicycle with all the set, props and  
costumes. In usual HandleBard’s style, you can 
expect riotous amounts of energy, a fair old whack 
of chaos and a great deal of laughter. 
Nethercott House grounds will be open from 5 
p.m. so please bring your own picnic, rugs and 
chairs. There will be a bar serving drinks only.  
The play starts at 6.30 p.m. and will last  
approximately 2 hours with a twenty minute  
interval.   
Tim Rose, Farm School Manager at Nethercott 
House said: “We are looking forward to hosting 
HandleBard’s first production at Nethercott in the 
garden in June. Do please bring your own picnic 
to have in the grounds. We will be providing a bar 
with drinks but no food.”  
Adults £15. One free under 16 ticket with every 
paying adult.   

Book either on the website http://
farmsforcitychildren.org/event/handlebards-romeo
-juliet/ or by phoning 01392 276381. 

  
 Three children’s stories give us reason to keep celebrating all year round. 
  
 
Celebrate shoebox joy year-round with three children’s stories 
With Christmas 2017 becoming a distant memory, we thought it was time to take a moment and remember the ongoing 
impact of  your generosity. Here are three things children who have received a shoebox have said about it.  
 
 “It wasn’t just my first Christmas gift - it was my first gift ever. When I held it, there was joy and love in my heart such 
that I never felt before. I knew there were people out there who cared for me. I was not alone… We were still 
loved.” (Belarus) 
 
 Kirill is 12, and dreamed of having a black sports hat and gloves. Winter came and still he did not have them. When he 
 received his shoebox he opened it and inside was a hat, gloves, and a scarf! He immediately put them on and did not 
 take them off for some time. His mother looked at him and wept. (Central Asia)  
 
 
“My name is Anna, and I am nine. In my life miracles just do not happen always. I live with my mum, and I don’t have 
a dad. My mum has to work a lot, though it’s hard to find a job in the place where we live. To sell fish in the market-
place is the only option. Very often my mum is not at home. Once there were some men and women who came to me to 
bring me a gift. I was very surprised. My first thought was that it’s not for me, but they confirmed that it was mine. So, 
thank you everybody – I don’t know who you are and how you happen to know me that you’ve brought me a gift. I am 
very glad, and I tell everyone – just believe – the miracles come true!” (Ukraine)  
 
 Operation Christmas Child is a projectof Samaritan’s Purse.  
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Pause for Thought 

 
 

Through every period of my life 
Thy goodness I’ll pursue, 

And after death, in distant worlds 
The glorious theme renew. 

 

 
Sampford Courtenay Village Hall 

 
Available for Meetings, Weddings, Shows 

and Parties 
 
Recently extended, we can offer a main hall with 
a stage, separate meeting room, vestibule with 

disabled toilet and ample car parking. 
The location handy for our historic village and 

church 
 

Want to book or know more? 
Contact: 

Deborah Taylor-Morris 
Tel: 01837 82743 

  Email: djtaylormorris@gmail.com 
 

 
for details of availability and our  

competitive hire charges 
 

 

 
FRIENDS OF NORTH TAWTON SURGERY 

 
Dates for your diary 
 
8th September Coffee Morning 
18th October            Quiz 
8th December            Turkey and Tinsel 

Amanda’s 
 

Ironing and Cleaning Services 
 

North Tawton 
 

07927 341770 
01837 82025 

  
Ironing   regular or occasional services  
   to suit your needs  -   
  - collection/delivery available 
  
Cleaning & Housekeeping Services   
  domestic and small commercial,  
  tailored to your needs 
  

Give me a call and we can discuss your  
requirements 

mailto:djtaylormorris@gmail.com


    Okehampton Parkinson’s Support Group 
   Meet Castle Ham, Okehampton  

   4th Thursday every month  2-4 p.m.. 
 

   Trips, activities, talks throughout the year,  
 01837 55813  
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Friends of North Tawton Surgery 

 
Quiz Night 

 
Thursday 7th June 
In the Town Hall 

7 p.m. for 7.30 p.m. 
 

£2 per person 
Teams of up to five people 

 
All funds for North Tawton Surgery 

Please support your local surgery 

 
Acoustic Folk Duo 

 
COSGRAVE AND BANKS 

 
Will be performing at 

 
SAMPFORD COURTENAY VILLAGE HALL 

 
ON 

 
FRIDAY 22ND JUNE 

 
Tickets £8 

 
Available by phoning 01837 851269, 82743 or 

89168 
 

“Superb musicians bringing unexpected gems for 
our delight. Soulful and fun.” Maddy Prior 

Hospiscare Icelandic Trek 
 

Coffee Morning  
 

Saturday 9th June 10-12 
at North Tawton Town Hall 

 
Draw Various Stalls 

 
Please support John Warre’s Fundraising Event 

LAKEWAY UNITED CHURCH   

Tea at Jean’s on June 2nd has been postponed 
New date to be confirmed 

 
Royal British Legion 

 
Good news! Our annual Auction and Draw was held at the 
White Hart on Sunday 21st April and raised a grand total of 
£ 805.00. 
Many thanks to all who donated prizes for the Draw and 
items for the Auction, and to those who helped in any way; 
also to those who came along on the night and gave their 
support, not forgetting our hosts Graham and Claire. We  
really do appreciate it. 
At the present time the branch is short of members. If you 
feel you would like to join us and become a member, please 
do not hesitate to contact either me or any member and  
maybe come along on the first Wednesday of the month to 
our meetings we hold at the White Hart to see if it’s for you.  
        
       Barry Ware  

 
WHIST and BINGO 

AT  
SAMPFORD COURTENAY VILLAGE HALL 

 
Forthcoming dates: 

 
WHIST 

 
 Monday 4th June 

 
7.00 for 7.30 p.m. 

 
BINGO 

 
Wednesday 20th June 

 
7.30 p.m. for 8.00 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Church Flowers  
St Peters, North 

Tawton  
 
 
Your church needs your help to ensure that 
we continue to maintain the high standards of 
church flowers at festivals and throughout the 
year.  
We are really in desperate need of donations 
however small and the volunteers who take 
responsibility for the decoration of our church 
would greatly appreciate your help at this 
time.  
Please contact Kay Webber 01837 82787 or 
Jo Fear 01837 82553 
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SOUTH WEST 
WILLS  

& PROBATE 
Will writing and storage, home visits,  

probate assistance & 
 

LASTING POWERS OF  
ATTORNEY 

 
Contact Robert Cumming  

Tel: 01822 860281  
swwillsandprobate@btinternet.com 

        

 
 

 Robert Cumming is a Member of the Society of  
Will Writers. www.willwriters.com 

 

Enchanted House Beds 
The very finest natural handmade beds traditionally upholstered using time honoured 

techniques and created using our very own Dartmoor wool. 

• Life Time Guarantee 

• FOC Removal of old Bed 

• 15% Discount for all Roundabout Readers 

• 5% Charity donation to the Devon Air Ambulance 

          Website: www.enchantedhousebeds.com (Coming soon)        www.facebook.com/enchantedhousebeds  

                     Units 7&12 ,Hameldown Road, Exeter Road Industrial Estate, Okehampton, Devon EX20 1UB 

Email: stuart@enchantedhousebeds.com  Call Office: (01837) 318060 / Mobile: 07779245272 
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    Concert at Ashridge Court 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
       
  
 
        (Photograph copyright Stuart Blaylock) 
 
Last month’s “Roundabout” asked readers to keep a note in their Diary of Sunday, 29th July, 2018 for an event in the 
Great Barn at Ashridge Court.  By kind invitation of Chris and Carolyn Richards, the Bondleigh Barn Band will perform 
(appropriately) in the Great Barn at 3 p.m..  The performance will be appropriate also because it is hoped the efforts of the 
Bondleigh Barn Band will benefit St. James’s Church in Bondleigh.  During the considerable efforts made recently to  
improve facilities at the church, notice has been drawn to a remnant of mediaeval glass.  It depicts the annunciation, the 
story of how the Angel Gabriel visited Mary to tell her she was to be the mother of Jesus  - (you can find the account in  
St. Luke’s Gospel, Chapter 1, verses  26 - 38). 
As can be seen above, the picture is almost complete and this is something of a rarity.  Wall paintings and windows  
showing stories from the bible were not to the liking of those who sought the Reformation of the church in the 16th  
century.  Wall paintings were often covered over and windows taken out.  In so doing, these pictorial aids to stories from 
the Bible were denied to a population in which many were unable to read.  That any should remain at all in Bondleigh 
Church is probably because the glass is small in area and very high above the floor.  It was perhaps too much bother for 
the removers to reach!   
Despite the efforts of the weather in the past four hundred years, the glass has done well to appear as it does, but it is in 
need of some attention to help preserve it for future generations and the work to do this safely is likely to be  
expensive and require expert attention. 
The Bondleigh Barn Band’s concert is intended to make a start on raising money for the purpose.  Admission to the  
concert will be FREE and there will be a retiring collection at the end to go towards the preservation costs.  As ever, the 
band will play music you know, some you don’t know and some in which you can join.  We hope the band’s wide  
repertoire will cater for all ages and that everyone will come along ready to relax, to enjoy themselves and help towards 
preserving a small part of the local heritage.    Please keep the date free in your diary! 

    An Extract from the Exeter Flying Post  dated 5th August 1824: 
 
A grand wrestling match for 10 sovereigns took place at North Tawton on Thursday and Friday last.  So strongly was it 
contested and the balance of power so equal at 4 o’clock on the last day when no less than 16 laid claim to a share in the 
prize, and the skill and science displayed on both sides so equal, that it was left in doubt who should wear the laurel.  After 
hard struggles till midnight, 1st prize was awarded to James Stone, 2nd to Robert Jackman, both of Colebrooke, and 3rd to 
William Smale of Monkokehampton.  The play throughout was good and the enlivening band made the scene truly  
delightful.  The good order and harmony throughout the whole arrangement reflects great credit on the managers who 
have resolved to renew this Grand National Exercise in the following year. 
 
(This item was first printed in “Roundabout” in May 1992, supplied by Dr. Jean Shields who added this information: 
 
“Wrestling took place on Court Green meadow (on the east side of the churchyard, the latter was enlarged and consecrated 
for burials in 1871, the wall built and a footpath leading from Court Green into the churchyard stopped up).  It seems 
strange that people could spare two days from work at what must have been a busy time on farms.” 
 
     (Please see also the article on page 25 of this “Roundabout”) 
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The summer term is now in full swing and although this school year is yet to finish (we break up on the 24 th July) I and the 
other senior leaders are already planning ahead to September. The recent round of interviews to appoint an executive 
headteacher across the three schools of NT, South Tawton and Chagford was not successful. The new local governing 
body, in consultation with the trustees of the Dartmoor MAT, have decided that they will appoint an individual head for 
each of the three schools to start in September. The governors will, at the same time, look to re-advertise the executive 
head role with a view to having someone in place by September 2019 at the latest. For NT this means that Miss Chauhan 
(who is currently deputy head) will take over as head at the start of the new school year. She will not have a class teaching 
commitment while she undertakes this role. We are currently working together to ensure there is a smooth transition and I 
am certain she will do a great job! 
 
The children have enjoyed a couple of themed days this term. We ran a mathematics day when our subject leader, Mr 
Foreman, organised a range of activities to encourage children to enjoy their maths. It is one of those subjects which can 
cause anxiety among some people. Often it is a lack of confidence so hopefully this themed day will help some of the  
children overcome these worries. 
 
The following week we welcomed the author Kevin Payne to North Tawton. Some of you may recognise the name as  
Kevin was once a teacher here at NT. Since then he has worked as an illustrator and has written a fantastic and very  
engaging book called B is for Blobfish. He led a whole school assembly and ran workshops throughout the day for the 
children. The pupils enjoyed the experience and produced some great writing of their own.  
 
Later in May we welcomed David Hill who is the youngest athlete to ever represent Team GB at the Paralympics. David 
led a sponsored fitness circuit with all pupils as well as a follow up talk and question and answer session. The activity part 
of the day was sponsored with money raised being used for sports’ equipment for the school while also supporting GB 
Athletics.  
 
The school proudly remembered St George’s Day on the 23rd April. Many of the children wore their organisation uniforms 
(Guides, Rainbows, Cub, Scouts, Brownies and Beavers). They looked great and I do think it’s important we celebrate the 
occasion along with the other patron saint days. It is an opportunity to look at British Values which all schools are  
expected to cover. 
 
The school took part in the recent well-being event at the town hall. It was lovely to meet lots of people and share with you 
some of the children’s work and talk about what has been happening at the school. One of the highlights of the event was 
an appearance by the school choir who sang beautifully and brought a tear to one or two of the audience’s eyes. Many 
thanks to Mrs. Dunn and Mrs. Ware for preparing the children. The children also wanted to say thank you to Arla for their 
goody bags! 
 
I did mention to some of you that we are often looking for volunteer readers in school. Normally people would come in to 
school once or twice a week to hear children read. Likewise, we are also looking for community representatives for our 
new ethos committee. This group will be working with the school to shape such areas as our school values and ethos. If 
you are interested in being involved in either of these, please contact the school. 
 
Miss Shorland, who organises much of our music provision at school, recently celebrated getting married. She left school 
on Friday as Miss Shorland but came back the following week as Mrs. Mathews (one t). She had a fantastic day and  
everyone at school was very happy for her! 
 
The football and netball seasons have finally finished. Both teams had to complete their fixtures after the Easter holidays 
due to the many postponements this year. Thanks to Mr. Foreman and Mrs. Reynolds for coaching the children and  
organising their matches. Some of our boys enjoyed success for North Tawton Youth (U9s) in winning the recent Exeter 
and District Youth League U9 Plate Final. In an exciting final held at Tiverton FC’s ground they came back from a goal 
down to beat Stoke Hill three one. The boys from school were Issac, Joe, Stan, Samuel and Callum. 
 
The summer means tennis and cricket take centre stage in the sporting stakes. We have already had success in the latter 
with our Y3 and 4 cricket team winning the recent Meldon Cup B Team tournament. The team were Cobie, Cece, Archie 
C, Own, Eleanor and Samuel.  Well done to them! 
 
Best wishes 
 
Nick Alford 
Headteacher 
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                       TONY DAY 

 

         Heating and Plumbing 
 

Main and LPG Gas 
Gas Safe Registered 

 
01837 83702     07773 966201 

Reg No 191548 

Kevin 

     Osborne 
   Aerials & Satellite 
   City & Guilds NVQ 
 

0 1 3 6 3 7 7 7 1 9 0        0 7 8 4 1 6 4 4 3 9 5 
Aerial Upgrades ∙ All aspects of Installation and 

Discreet Installation ∙ Extra TV Points ∙ Existing Aerial 
Satellite Problems Resolved ∙ DAB Radio  

Free Advice ∙ Free Quotation Service ∙ Free Signal  

 
Tel: 01837 82271      W J Morris & Sons 

                         

  ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS & 

           CONTRACTORS 

                   Established 1953 
 

                     Timber Yard, Sampford Courtenay 
                                    Okehampton EX20 2TB 

 
FARM, DOMESTIC & INDUSTRIAL INSTALLATIONS,  
EMERGENCY LIGHTING, FIRE & SECURITY ALARMS  

BUILDING YOUR DREAM 
Renovations 

Timber Framed Buildings -  Conservatories 
Garden Rooms - Workshops - Garages & Stables 

Bespoke Kitchens - Bedrooms & Bathrooms 
For free design and quote call Paul.   

No obligation 
01837 82725 / 07584 683233 
phillipsroma@btinternet.com 

Tradesman who cares. 
LILYBEN furniture 

 

 

Dedicated teams of farm and pets vets 
North Tawton            01837 82327 
Okehampton          01837 658777 
Hatherleigh          01837 810455 

Equus Vets (horses)  01837 214004 
www.northparkvets.co.uk 

  Farm: Emergency, routine, herd health, small holders 
  Pets: Vaccinations, neutering, operations in all  
              surgeries, dentistry, puppy parties 
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Sampford Courtenay Parish Website: 
 
http://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/ 
 
The website is managed by Janice Brown who can 

be contacted on  
brownstheword@btinternet.com  

or  
admin@sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk 

or by phone: 
 

07725 738437                     01837 82143 

Exbourne, Sampford Courtenay and  
Jacobstowe W.I. 

 
The meeting in Exbourne Village Hall on Thursday 3rd 
May included the Annual Meeting.  All the reports of the 
previous year/s events were read out and adopted.   
Officers for the following year were elected, President - 
Margaret Cleveland, Secretary - Anne Leaman and  
Treasurer - Sally Kenealy. In addition to the officers, 
Mary Daniel, Ann Langworthy, Rosemary Lowe and Pam 
Pemberton form the committee. Bonnie Stenning was 
thanked as the retiring president and presented with a  
bouquet of flowers. 
The ordinary meeting followed.  The subject for the  
exhibit at the Okehampton Show is "Anniversary".  The 
outing the Buckfastleigh is on July 23rd.  It is hoped to 
visit Solland Cider Farm early in June to see the apple 
blossom.  The next walk is to be at Zeal Monachorum 
on May 25th.  The skittles dinner is at the Waie Inn, Zeal 
Monachorum.  FOM winners were Margaret Rook and 
Bonnie Stenning. The competition for Wedding  
Memorabilia was won by Margaret Cleveland. 
The speaker was Rachel Dunn who spoke on Bespoke 
Hats and Fascinators. She had brought along an array of 
hats and fascinators. She explained how she started her 
business working from home with two small children. She 
showed how the hats and fascinators were made and  
decorated to individual styles for clients who brought the 
outfit to be matched. She has sent hats to America as well 
as supplying them for clients who go to Ascot etc.  At the 
end of the talk members had fun trying on some of the 
hats. 
The next meeting is on Thursday 7th June at 7.30 
p.m. in Exbourne Village Hall. The speaker is Louise 
Brown on Gold, Diamonds and Precious Metals. 
  
     Margaret Weeks 

 
North Tawton Baby and Toddler Group 

 
Come and join our friendly group on Fridays  

in term time 9:30-11:30. 
£2 per family 

New members always welcome with plenty to do from 
newborns to school age. 

Please see our Facebook page for updates. 
 

 
 
June 
Saturday 2 June 09:00-14:00 – Repair It! 
Communities across Devon can have their broken electrical 
items and gadgets, including computers, fixed for free by 
Recycle Devon.  The aim is to keep electrical items working 
and prevent unnecessary wastage.  
Please note: They are unable to fix CRT TVs & monitors, 
electric blankets or microwaves.  Repairs will be carried out 
on a first come, first served basis so please be prepared to 
wait.   
For further information, please contact: Catherine Causley, 
Re-use Project Co-ordinator. cathe-
rine.causley@devon.gov.uk 07970 120703  
 
National Bookstart Week 
 
Tuesday 5  June  - ‘Bird Boogie’  
10:00-10:45 Bounce & Rhyme for over 1’s  
11:00-11:30 Bounce & Rhyme for under 1’s 
Free rhyme cards and book for each child attending.  Free, no 
booking necessary. 
 
Wednesday 6 June 09:30 – ‘Bird Boogie’ Duplo and sto-
rytime 
Free, no booking necessary. 
 
Tuesday 12 June Empathy Day 
Pop in and borrow from our book display 
  
 Regular Events 
 
Tuesdays 10:00- 10:30 - Bounce & Rhyme for over 1 year 
olds 
Free, no booking necessary 

Tuesdays 11:00-11:30 - Bounce and Rhyme for under 1 
year olds 
Free - no booking necessary 

1st Tuesday of the month (excluding Aug & Sept) 15:45-
16:45 - Bookworms                 
Book Club for ages 7-11   Free - no booking necessary 
 
Wednesdays 09:30-10:15 - Duplo Builders & Storytime 
for ages 0-5  
Free - no booking necessary 

Saturdays 10:30 – 11:30 - Lego Builders for ages 5+    
Free, no booking necessary 

Book Track for ages 6+ during library opening hours.  Free, 
ask staff for further details 

 

Children under 8 must be accompanied to all events by a 
responsible adult 
 
okehampton.library@librariesunlimited.org.uk   
  www.devonlibraries.org.uk 
Okehampton Library,  
4 North Street,  
Okehampton EX20 1AR     
01837 52805  
 
 

http://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/
mailto:okehampton.library@librariesunlimited.org.uk
http://www.devonlibraries.org.uk/
https://maps.google.com/?q=4+North+Street&entry=gmail&source=g
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 News  from Sampford Courtenay Parish Council       
 
Full minutes can be viewed on our website  www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk  where any useful links are live. 
Plus check out our new FACEBOOK Page. Like and Share to help us spread SCPC news. 
 
 

SCPC  Meeting 1st May 2018 
 

• Casual Vacancy – owing to resignation of Cllr. David Botting Page a Casual Vacancy has arisen on SCPC. If you live in the Parish 
and would like to serve on the parish council, please contact the Clerk or speak to one of your councillors. David was a great enthusiast 
for the Footpaths in the parish and will be sadly missed. 

• General Data Protection Regulations – as you are no doubt aware the regulations regarding personal data has changed on May 25 th. 
SCPC does not hold much personal data – however, if you would like to check if SCPC holds any of your personal data please contact 
the Clerk. 

• First Aid Course – was well attended by parishioners who gave it excellent feed-back. It is hoped to hold another course in the future. 
Please look out for notices or let the Clerk know you would be interested in attending. 

• Spring Clean – 26th May – a group of volunteers have given the parish a Spring Clean followed by a welcome glass of cider and a 
pasty (kindly donated by The Cider VAT).  A big thank you to all who came along and helped. 

• War Memorial – Cllr Coleman and McIlwraith have visited the Quarry and spoken to the Mason and selected the piece of granite into 
which the bronze plaque is to be set. The bronze plaque has been shipped to SCPC from the foundry. SCPC are still planning on a 
Dedication Ceremony on Wed 15th August. Look out for more details next month. 

• January Meeting – as the January meeting is scheduled for 1st Jan – New Year’s Day it was decided not to hold a meeting in January 
unless Planning Applications or other matters arise. In which case a meeting will be held later in the month. 

 
 

• Full Minutes of SCPC  meetings can be viewed on our Website. 
 
 
Please contact SCPC Clerk – Marion Pratt at SCPCClerk@aol.com or on 01837 82285 if you would like to raise any  
issues.  Even better, come along to a meeting.  Next meetings    June 5th, July 3rd.       
  
               Marion Pratt 
 

Sampford Courtenay Flower Club 
 

11th June at 2.00 p.m. 
 

‘Nancy’s Open Garden’ 
Eastacombe Farm 

 Inwardleigh  
 EX20 3AU 

Come and enjoy the gardens. Free admission. 
Tea and cakes for sale 
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Bondleigh Rainfall 

 
April rainfall totalled 89.5mm., most of which fell in the first 
half of the month. This made it the wettest April since 2012.  
 
      Danny Semorad 

Sampford Courtenay Flower and Veg Show 11th Aug. 2018        
Have you built your Scarecrow yet? 

Scare Crow – let us know if you are planning to make a Scarecrow to display outside of your property. They 
need to be in place for judging by 1st August. (If there is enough interest we may be able to organise a 
Scarecrow Trail!) 

Poets Corner? – can you write a limerick on a Gardening Theme? There is a class for both Adults and Under 
16’s to try their hand at a poem. 

All Things Bright and Beautiful – both the chorus and verses fit the theme of Flowers and Vegetables –so 
we are asking any children out there to use the words to inspire a picture. – Under 8’s -  A4 picture to  

 illustrate the chorus.  Under 12’s –A 4 picture to illustrate one verse, to include the handwritten verse. 
Tallest Sunflower – get those seeds planted and start talking to them to make them grow. These will be  
 measured and judged where grown. 

 
Check out other classes you may wish to start preparing for on Sampford Courtenay Website. Or Facebook page.  
Please note new date for Flower Show – it is going to be a week earlier to fit in with the judges! 

http://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=sampford%20courtenay%20parish%20council
mailto:SCPCClerk@aol.com
http://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/SampfordCourtenayParishCouncil/
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Taw Va l l ey Dental Care 

 
56 Fore Street 
North Tawton 

EX20 2DT  
Telephone: 01837 880096 

 
Oral Health Accessible to All 

 

 
 
     
 
 
 

 

M C Poole 
Digger hire with driver 
Most work undertaken 

Tel: 01837 82947        Mobile: 07970 653827 

TOWN & COUNTRY TREE CARE 
Contracting and Consultancy 

All aspects of tree work undertaken 

 
 
  

Tree Surgery 

Consultancy 

Fencing 

Hedge Trimming 

Grounds Maintenance 

Landscaping 
Free Estimates Given 

Contact Tom Shiell on 
 

Tel: 07702873272 or 01837 82023 

 
READING GROUP 

 
 

MEETS last Wednesday MONTHLY 7.30 pm 
AT THE NEW INN 

CONTACT ISHBEL ASKEW 
01837880171 

ishgordon@live.co.uk 

HANDY VAN 
 

 Man and Van, Ready to Help! 
 Removals, Rubbish Clearance, 
 Local or Long Distance, 
 Labouring Work,  
 Any Job Considered, Big or Small,  
 Careful and Calm - 
 Reasonable Rates. 

  01837 811172 

  
RAKES & LADDERS 

 
GARDENING, PAINTING & DECORATING, 
INTERNAL & EXTERNAL MAINTENANCE 

 
CONTACT PAUL SIMPSON 

01837 82039/07506 791174 
randldevon@btinternet.com 

Does your child need extra Maths/English Tuition  
at KS1 or KS2? 
 

Experienced Primary School Teach-

er  
with 39 years experience   
                                                                        
Friendly and purposeful ses-
sions                                                                                        
 
Good competitive rates                                                                         
Stephen Burton  

mailto:ishgordon@live.co.uk
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Wall & Floor Tiling         Under Tile Heating 
Waterproof Tanking         Free Quotations 
 
Tel              Mob 07729  460746  

 
 
NORTH TAWTON 
 RUGBY 
FOOTBALL CLUB 
 The Clubhouse is  

available to HIRE for  
PRIVATE FUNCTIONS

Competitive Rates 
Ample Parking 

Now with free wifi  
 

  ALL EVENTS CATERED FOR 
 

 Call  
 SARAH on     7     

ROUNDABOUT DEADLINE:  
 

Community News, Articles, and Events  
are published (free of charge) in any edition, but must  be 
received by the Editors no later than the 13th of the month 

WHITEGATES JOINERY 
BESPOKE JOINERY SPECIALISTS 

KITCHENS, STAIRS, DOORS, SLIDING SASH WINDOWS, 
CONSERVATION WORK 

FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE CALL ROGER 
01837 851720 / 07887731197 

EMAIL whitegates05@yahoo.com 
                                 Practical Wood Working Lessons Available 
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 Incorporating 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Your Local Family Run Residential Sales &  
Lettings Agent 

 

With Branches in Winkleigh, Okehampton & 
Holsworthy 

 

Feel free to call into one of our branches  
or contact us for a FREE no-obligation Valuation 

of your Property 
 

Winkleigh: 01837 83393 

Okehampton: 01837 55755 

Holsworthy: 01409 253946 

 

E: info@howesestates.co.uk: W: 
www.howesestates.co.uk 

E: enquiries@purelettingsdevon.co.uk W: 
www.purelettingsdevon.co.uk 



 
MOBILE LIBRARY 

 
 
THURSDAY  monthly 
 
June 7th 
 

 BOW       Village Hall 
 
 15:35 to 16:05  

 
 BELSTONE CORNER    The Beeches 
 
 16:20 to 16:40 
 
 
     FRIDAY  monthly 
 
     June 22nd 
  
 NORTH TAWTON     The Square 
  
 09:45 to 11:15 
 

BONDLEIGH          Old School 
13:55 to 14:15 

 
 

SATURDAY monthly 
 
 June 9th 

 
NORTH TAWTON           The Square 
10:00 to 12:00 

 
 
 
Library Membership is FREE. 
Join at any age - no lower age limit (toddlers can  
    join!). 

 
 

 
Okehampton & District Local History Society 

 
Wednesday June 13th at 7.30 p.m. 

 
Ockment Community Centre, 

North St. 
Okehampton 

 
Exeter Dissenters’ graveyard – the first 270 

years.  
 

Ian Varndell  
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LAKEWAY UNITED CHURCH  

 
T.A.P. (Tea & Praise) 

 
SUNDAY 17th June 2018 – 4 p,m. 

 
THEME – Songs of Praise 

 
Short service followed by refreshments 
Please come and join us, all welcome 

Further details from Rose Dadds – 01837 82130 
 
 

Okehampton U3A 
University of the Third Age 

   The June meeting will take place at the  
Ockment Centre, North Street at 

2.30 p.m. on Thursday 28th June 2018 
 

There will be a talk entitled 
 

Do You Really  
Know Who You Are? 

by 
Sue Bond 

  
Sue is Research Coordinator with Devon Family  
History Society and she will show us how to  
research our family history, where to find help and 
advice, not just in Devon. We have a WiFi  
connection to the hall and Sue will demonstrate live 
how to find the information you are looking for. 
 
We meet at the Ockment Centre, North Street,  
Okehampton, EX20 1AR at 2.30PM.  
    
Okehampton U3A welcomes new or prospective 
members, who will receive a warm welcome.   The 
only requirement is that members are not in full time 
employment. More information can be found 
at  www.u3asites.org.uk/okehampton . If you would 
rather turn up and introduce yourself that’s fine too.   

http://www.u3asites.org.uk/okehampton


ROUNDABOUT Page 24 

 

We care, watch over & protect 

 
 
 
 

Reflexology and Reiki Healing. 
 Relaxing and therapeutic treatments to 
help reduce stress, assist recovery from  
illness, and improve general health and  

well-being. 
  

Jacquie Kenny MAR. 01837 851793.  

 

 

ELECTRICAL SERVICES 

All Electrical Work Undertaken 
Domestic, Industrial, Commercial  

& Agricultural Installations 
Compliant to Part P Building Regulations 

Fully qualified tradesman 
Over 30 Years Experience  

 

24 HOUR EMERGENCY  
CALL OUT 

 
Tel.01363 881002  

Mob.07710 673270 
 

www.tuxelectrical.co.uk  
  EMAIL: karltucker@tiscali.co.uk   

Jenny Rock 

 Rock Solid Book-Keeping Solutions                    
Creating Order from Chaos! 

 
Friendly, helpful advice for small businesses 
Part-time, one-off and temporary contracts 

 
CIMA Diploma Management Accounting 

AAT Level 4, IABK Part II  
20+ years experience 

 
Winkleigh, Devon 
M: 07743 683756 

Email:  rocksolidbookkeeping18@gmail.com 

Dog Walker and Sitter 
 

Anytime 
 

References and insurance 
Reasonable rates 

 
Please contact Steve 

Home: 01837 849265   
Mobile: 07733 087983 

http://www.tuxelectrical.co.uk
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   ESHC Country Show, Terrier, Lurcher & Family Dog Show 
 
The show, with donations to The Friends of Bow & North Tawton Surgery, is being held at Crooke Meadow, 
North Tawton, EX20 2BJ on Sunday, 17th June 2018, gates open at 11.30 a.m..  
 
Last year the show was extremely successful and specifically raised a generous donation for a local identified 
charity.  As you will see from above, this year the show committee has chosen The Friends of Bow & North 
Tawton Surgery as our local business/charity to support.  They are specifically looking to use the donation  
towards purchasing a phlebotomy chair for the surgery.  
 
Each year we aim to build on the show and with the support of our local Parishes look to ensure that this is an 
enjoyable and successful event for all.  Also, we are always looking forward and would be glad to hear from 
you with regards to a local business/ charity which we could look to support in 2019. 
email: EHSC.countryshow@gmail.com or call 07379847650 for Trade/Stall and general enquires. 
 

      A local Parish Record  
 
Many people have an interest in tracing their family tree and, providing you do not wish to go back beyond 
1837 when registration of births, marriages and deaths was instituted, or 1841 when the first national census 
was introduced, you have a fair chance of success.  Before then, you have to search in parish records and the 
going gets much less easy.  Not all early records of baptisms, marriages and funerals are necessarily kept in the 
original parish.  Some have been sent to the diocesan authorities or public record offices; some have been made 
available online and others not. 
Another possible line of inquiry if you know the area where your forebears lived, is to go and comb the local 
church graveyard to find the headstone of a long dead relative.  This has its difficulties: many graveyards are 
heavily overgrown and even memorials carved in stone can weather so that the lettering becomes unreadable.  
If there are those seeking forebears buried in the graveyard of St. Peter’s Church, North Tawton,, the Vicar has 
a ready aid to hand.  In 1992, three ladies, Celia Boughton, Kennedy Gregory and Jean Shields recorded the 
memorial inscriptions as well as the dedications of the church furniture in St. Peter’s Church, the United Re-
form Church and the Methodist Church.  It must have been an enormously time-consuming exercise, as they 
included the gravestones outside as well as tablets inside, and one result has been to preserve the wording  
discernible on the gravestones in 1992 from whatever further weathering may obscure or remove. 
The record included an index by surname of all those interred and a map of the graveyard showing the area 
where each grave may be found.  This is a great time saver for the Vicar when he receives requests about  
burials in his churchyard from ancestor seekers.  He can photocopy the relevant page and send it off. 
The frequency with which the same surname appears in the index gives a rough idea of the families who were 
resident during the period from the mid 1750’s until around 1900, after which burials began in the cemetery in 
Exeter Street.  Some of these families have left an enduring mark on the town today: Durant, Gostwyke, 
Letheren, Taylor.  Others were possibly the ancestors of today’s population: Avery, Bolt, Brealey, Gibbings, 
Lee, Luxton, Pike, Stoneman, Tucker, Ware. 
And for those curious about such historical developments, there is interest too in other surnames. From much 
earlier times, surnames became attached to a man (and then settled on his descendants) because of his  
occupation: Ash, Hooper, Marchant, Seaward, Skinner, Taverner, Turner.  Sometimes the surname might even 
suggest where the original owner lived, as in Coombe or Coombes and Moore.  Was this the case for Catherine 
who died on 12th May 1831 aged 64, or her husband, Samuel, who died aged 94 years on 28th October 1850, 
whose surname was Honeychurch? 
Whatever interest you may have in matters of this kind (or not!), this article is a belated opportunity to 
acknowledge the work done by the three ladies to keep records for the town and to thank them for the long  
labour they must have had to complete their task. 
 
(We are sorry to learn of the passing of Dr. Jean Shields.  As shown in the article here and on page 13, her long and  
active interest in history generally and in the history of North Tawton in particular, will be sadly missed – Editors) 

        Concert result 
 
The Cuckoo and Nightingale Concert given at St. Andrew’s Church on Saturday 12th May by the augmented 
choir of St. Andrew’s and the Two Rivers Orchestra was generously supported by a large audience.  We wish 
to thank everyone who contributed to the evening, both as performers and as audience.   
 
Thanks to the efforts of all concerned, the Children’s Hospice South West has benefitted from the proceeds of 
              £972. 
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YOGAJEANIE   
 
A gentle yoga class for all abilities. 
Ideal for those new to yoga and  
improvers. The class will focus on 
breathing practice, basic yoga poses 
and relaxation time. We will stretch 
and move to music. Leave feeling 
chilled,  having worked your body 
in a safe and enjoyable way. 
 
Sampford Courtenay Village Hall  
Tuesday 6 - 7pm 
Wellness Centre above Toast café in 
Okehampton 
Tuesday 9 - 10am 
Friday   9 -10am 
Follygate and Inwardleigh Parish 
hall 
Wednesday 6.30 -7.30pm 
£5 drop in. 
Contact me for more information 
Jeanharris50@hotmail.com 
07929278788 

mailto:Jeanharris50@hotmail.com


 
News from Sampford Courtenay 

 
At the skittles match between Sampford Courtenay and Bondleigh, held in the village hall on 21st 
April, the home team won with a score of 392 against Bondleigh’s 363.  Top man for  Sampford was 
Ralph with 41 and top woman was Christine with 38. Bondleigh’s top man was Graham with 35 and 
top woman was Caroline with 44. 
Sampford Courtenay flower club’s coffee morning and plant sale was held in the Church Rooms on 
5th May.  Although the season was late there was still a wide variety of good quality plants for sale 
and a total of £378 was raised, which will help to cover the costs of future flower demonstrations.  A 
dog show and car boot sale was held in the Village Hall on the same day and was well supported. 
Members of the congregation of St. Andrew’s took a short walk through the village after the special 
service for Rogation, on Sunday 6th May.  Gardens, fields, cattle, sheep, goats, chickens and bees 
were blessed by the Revd Rita Bullworthy.  Afterwards the group walked to the New Inn for coffee 
and a generous slice of Karen’s magnificent strawberry and fresh cream cake! Ascension day was  
celebrated with a short service in St. Andrew’s church yard, followed by coffee and cake in the 
Church Rooms. 
There was no contest in the clash between the Eurovision Song Contest and the most magnificent  
concert held in St. Andrew’s on Saturday, 12th May. The augmented choir of St. Andrew’s and the 
Two Rivers Orchestra took their performance to a new height with possibly one of the best renditions 
of Mozart’s Ave Verum to be heard.  The village is unbelievably blessed to have at its disposal the 
outstanding ability and vision of both Roger Cleverdon as organist and Richard Edwards as conductor 
who can coax such a sound from this group of amateur musicians.  Held in aid of Children’s Hospice 
South West, the packed church enjoyed solo performances by Julia Dunn, alto, John Colpoys Wood, 
tenor, Maxwell Turner, bass and John Courtie, trumpet, with music by Purcell, Gibbons, Handel,  
Tallis, Mozart, Parry and Stanford.  
The next big village event is the Grand Fete on Saturday, 16th June at Culverhayes.  Donations for the 
tombola will be gratefully received, preferably in advance of the day, and can either be left in the 
church or delivered to Lower Trecott.        Nicky Craig 
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WIN £100 AND SAVE US 
FROM A RAINY DAY 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
IF THE SAMPFORD COURTENAY FETE (in the grounds 
of Culverhayes from noon Sat. June 16th) IS RAINED OFF 
THE DRAW STILL GOES AHEAD AND WE CAN STILL 

RAISE LOADS OF CASH 
 

GET YOUR TICKETS EARLY 
FROM THE NEW INN BAR NOW 
If you would like to help by selling 
tickets, please ring 851659 
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Logs for Sale 
        

 Barn Stored 
   

Various loads available   

   
   For more information call Chris Dunn on: 

01837 682942 or 07980 592509 

 
Steve Tickner  

 

Complete Carpet Cleaning 
 

 t. 01837 682939 m. 07564 236111 
or email. okehamptoncleaning@gmail.com 

 
Call today for a quote.  Friendly service 

Fully Insured 

Robinson Plant Ltd 
www.robinsonplant.co.uk 

 

A family firm with over 30 years 
experience 

 

All aspects of earthworks, groundworks and 
hard landscaping undertaken  

including: 
 

Site Excavation and Concreting 
Foundations and Driveways 

Sewers, Septic Tanks and Treatment Plants 
Stone walling and Paving 

Land Drainage and Ponds & Lakes 
Riding Arenas and Gallops 

No job too big or small 
 

Office: 01837 89065 
Mobile: 07909 998945 

Email: info@robinsonplant.co.uk 

http://www.robinsonplant.co.uk
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Come and join us for tea/coffee, cake  
and a chat 

Fortnightly on Tuesdays 
 

Drop in anytime between 10.30 a,m. - 
12.30 p.m. 

In the Mortimer Room, St. Peter’s Church 
 

 
Tuesday Chat is for anyone free in the daytime looking to meet up with 
old friends and make new ones.  Free of charge.  If you need transport, 

we will arrange for someone to collect you. 
 

For more information call 
Janet May (Parish Worker) 

01363 83076 
 

Dates:    
12th & 26th June.  

ACE Archaeology Club 

We are now beginning to get things organised for this year’s dig, (30th June to 25th July).  Unfortunately, the Council for 
British Archaeology has had to withdraw funding for the Festival this year and so the Step Back in Time Festival  
normally held in July at Moistown will not go ahead.  However, we will be having an Open Day on the 21st July.  Please 
come and have a look at what we have been doing.  We intend to have a few things going on, as well as the digging, and 
hope to confirm these soon; keep an eye on the website for information.  We will definitely have tea, coffee and cake! 
For anyone who wants to read about excavating a Bronze Age round house on Dartmoor, the final report of the  
Archaeology and Bracken Project, which involved a long term excavation of a roundhouse at Teigncombe near Kes Tor, 
is now available on our website. 
Some of our members have been involved with the Wooston Castle dig with AC Archaeology, the National Trust and the 
Woodland Trust. A rare chance to be involved with the excavation of an Iron Age hill top enclosure.  

 

 

Left. The Ditch, Wooston Castle 

 

  Right. The Long View 

 

 

 

 

For more information have a look on line https://finglewoods.org.uk/2018/03/28/unearthing-history-at-wooston-castle/ 
For more information on what we are up to do have a look at our Facebook page or our website. 
www.acearchaeologyclub.wordpress.com or contact us on surica47@gmail.com    Erica Williamson (Secretary) 

https://finglewoods.org.uk/2018/03/28/unearthing-history-at-wooston-castle/
http://www.acearchaeologyclub.wordpress.com
mailto:surica47@gmail.com


House Building ∙ Extensions ∙ Conservatories 
Barn Conversion · Brick, Block, Stone Work 

Driveway Paviours ∙ Rendering, Plastering ∙ Patios 
Wall & Floor Tiling ∙ Wood Work all fixings  

 

    IAN RICE Builder 
 

Sunnyridge, Moor View, North  
Devon EX20 2HW 

 
Tel: 0 1 8 3 7 8 2 6 4 6          Mob: 0 7 9 6 7 4 1 8 1 1 0 
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Creative Scapes 
 

If it is in the garden we do it ! 

Artificial Grass – Drainage - Decking - Fencing –  
Gabions – Garden Clearance - Garden Buildings - 

Hedge Cutting - Planting – Patios – Paving –  
Play Equipment – Pruning –Turfing -Walling 

 
Specialists in Full or Part Garden Make-overs 

 
FREE QUOTATIONS + FIXED PRICES 

 
Contact: Neil Coldrick NCH 

Tel: 01837 880305.   
Mobile: 07836 541620. 

Email: creativescapes@btinternet.com 

* Design * Construction * Maintenance 

CARPENTER AND TILER 
 
30 years experience.  Lots of happy customers.  
Fair prices. Free estimates.  
Fast, tidy worker. Reliable. Professionally  
insured. 
Door hanging. Skirting and flooring. Kitchens fitted. 
Repairs. Floor and wall tiling. Wardrobes and  
cupboards made/fitted. 
Photos of my recent work available. 
Contact me, David Hitching, on: 
Land Line: 01837 89109    Mobile: 07871289317 
Email: david.hitching@btinternet.com 
Please leave contact details and a short  
message for a quick response. 

CARAVAN STORAGE   NEAR OKEHAMPTON 
10 MINUTES FROM A30  

INDOOR / OUTDOOR  
 

01837 659767    enquires@appledorefarm.com 
Caravans, Motorhomes, Trailer Tents, Cars 

Spaces from £0.72 / Day 
We also offer ‘Store and Stay’ package, so why not join us 
at our 5 star award winning caravan park on the edge of  

north Dartmoor? 
www.appledorepark.co.uk 

 

LINDFIELD PLANTS AND EGGS 

SEE OUR ADVERT ABOVE 

COME VISIT US AND ENTER OUR MONTHLY DRAW  

           NAME :- 

           NUMBER :- 

  MAKE A PURCHASE, PUT THIS COUPON IN MONEY 
 BAG FOR A CHANCE TO WIN. GOOD LUCK        

LINDFIELD PLANTS AND EGGS  
CREDITON ROAD, SAMPFORD COURTENAY     

                                                               
MOST SUMMER BEDDING NOW AVAILABLE.    

LARGE HERBS £2.50        POINT OF LAY CHICKEN  
FREE RANGE CHICKEN, GUINEA FOWL & 
BANTAM EGGS       DUCK & QUAIL EGGS 

 
From Okehampton - on left, just after Railway Bridge 
From N.Tawton - on Right just before Railway Bridge 

LOOK FOR THE PLANT AND EGG SIGNS 
01837 880219   07806815558 



 The Whiddon Mission Community 
North Tawton, Bondleigh, Sampford Courtenay, Honeychurch  

Chagford, Gidleigh, Throwleigh, Drewsteignton, South Tawton, Spreyton and Hittisleigh,  

TEAM VICAR: North Tawton                        Rev’d Nick Weldon  (880183)                     npweldon@gmail.com 
          The Rectory, Essington, North Tawton. EX20 2EX 
TEAM RECTOR: Chagford      Rev’d Paul Seaton-Burn (01647 432880)    
          The Rectory, Chagford, TQ13 8BW 
ASSISTANT MINISTER: North Tawton     Rev’d Rita Bullworthy (89168)              ritabullworthy@yahoo.co.uk 
CURATE: Chagford       Rev’d  Dr. Harriet Every (01647 432402)  

 
St. Peter’s North Tawton          Mr. Paul Andrews       (82648)                  Mrs. Rhona Bragg     (82343) 
St. James’ Bondleigh                                  Mr. Danny Semorad    (82319)                  Mr. Graham Stokes   (82240)                                                                                   
St. Andrew’s Sampford Courtenay             Mr. Malcolm Craig     (880118)                Mrs. Sarah Hanks      (851287) 
St. Mary’s Honeychurch                             Mr. Ray Squire           (851627)                Mr. Richard Weeks   (851269) 
    (All numbers are 01837 numbers unless otherwise stated) 

SERVICES at St. Andrew’s Church 

S a m p f o rd C o u r t e n ay 
 

1st Sunday 9.30 a.m. Morning Worship 
 

2nd Sunday     9.30 a.m.    Parish Communion  
      BCP 
3rd Sunday 6.30 p.m. Evensong 

 
4th Sunday 9.30 a.m. Parish Communion  
    BCP 
5th Sunday 9.30 a.m. Parish Communion 

     Common Worship 

SERVICES at St. Peter’s Church 

N o r t h Taw to n 
 

1st Sunday              11 a.m. Morning Worship 
 
2nd Sunday             11 a.m. Informal Communion 
                                6.30 p.m. Evensong (Apr - Oct) 
 
3rd Sunday              11 a.m. All-age Worship 
 
4th Sunday              Traditional Communion 
 
5th Sunday              Informal Communion 
 
      Provision for children at all 11 a.m. services 
     Sunday Club 1st, 2nd, 4th and 5th  Sundays 

 SERVICES at St. James’ Church 
B o n d l e i g h 

 
1st Sunday 9.30 a.m. Holy Communion 

 
3rd Sunday 9.30 a.m. Holy Communion 

SERVICE at St. Mary’s Church 

H o n eyc h u rc h 
 

1st Sunday of the month at 3 p.m. 
 

Evensong and Holy Communion 

 
Lakeway United Church   

North Tawton 
  Methodist / United Reformed 

 
Circuit Minister    Rev’d Liz Singleton (52302)  
      (Mob. 07450 676936) 
Elder & Secretary   Mrs. Rose Dadds (82130) 
Asst. Secretary         Mrs. Jean Boardman (82159)  
 

 Sunday Morning Worship at 11 a.m. 

QUAKERS meet at Castle Ham Lodge 
 
  Castle Road, Okehampton 

Sundays at 10.30 a.m. 
All visitors welcome 

North Street Chapel North Tawton 
  Previously Gospel Hall  
  Mr. C. Milton (82708) 

 
1st Sunday  11 a.m. Family Service 

 6.30 p.m. Evening Service  
Other Sundays  11 a.m. Morning Service 

Communion 
 6.30 p.m. Evening Service  

Sunday  10.30 a.m. Prayer Meeting 
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ORTHODOX CHURCH 
Devon Parish of Holy Prophet Elias 

For details of services contact 
Celia or Martin Olsson (82796)  

mailto:npweldon@gmail.com
mailto:ritabullworthy@yahoo.co.uk
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ATD Painting & Decorating Services 

• Interior & Exterior Painting 
• Wallpapering 
• Tiling 
• Any type of DIY job undertaken 
Call Tony for a FREE no obligation quote: 

01837  82717  or 07969   
Tony Jelley - 37 High Street, North  

SM Plumbing & Heating 
Stuart  

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 
 

Contact me on 
07738 759606  or  01837 880067 

 
No.519960         stuartmoffat2@h otmail.com 

4, Park Houses, North Tawton 
 EX20 2DX 

BESPOKE HATS,  
FASCINATORS  

& BAGS 
Beautiful hand crafted accessories made to                 

    compliment any outfit for those special occasions. 
Made to order 

                  For more information please contact Rachel Dunn 
on 

                     01837 682942 / 07779513204 
Please visit my website at www.alldunnup.co.uk 

 or my facebook page at www.facebook.com/alldunnup2015  

mailto:stuartmoffat2@hotmail.com
http://www.alldunnup.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/alldunnup2015


ANYONE WISHING TO PLACE A COMMERCIAL   
ADVERTISEMENT IN “ROUNDABOUT” IS  

INVITED TO CONTACT THE EDITORS FOR  
DETAILS OF ADVERTISING RATES. 

 
“Roundabout” is printed at  

Easyprint,  
Unit 1, Red Post Workshops, Red Post,  

near Bude, EX23 9NW 

The Benefice Choir 

Under the direction of 
 

Roger Cleverdon 
 

Available to sing at 

WEDDINGS · BAPTISMS· FUNERALS 

Roger Cleverdon         01837 810320 
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NORTH  
YOUTH & COMMUNITY 

Bookings: Steve Blood 01837 82785 

 
POLICE   

PHONE   

 
NORTH TAWTON TOWN  

Bookings: Annette 01837 880054 
Secretary: Lin  01837 880031 

 
NORTH STREET CHAPEL  

SEWING CLUB 
(also knitting, crochet, cross stitch etc.) 

Come and join us from           
7 p.m. 

      £2 including refreshments 
For further information contact 

                 Charlotte Sampson 07706 942901 or  
  charlotte.sampson22@gmail.com 

 
  

June 11th and 25th, July 9th 

FROM THE R  
 
Funeral 
Friday 4th May          Brian WEBBER (69)                      St Peter's Church  
 
Baptism 
 
Sunday 6th May        Eddie Forrest Timothy Benniman COOPER (2 years)           St Peter's Church  
 

Be Still 
A short informal monthly service of themed  

prayers, reflections & readings and creating space 
to dwell in the presence of God 

 
St. Andrew’s Church,  Sampford Courtenay 

Fourth Thursdays at 10 a.m. 
 

The next one will be on:           
Thursday 28th June 

 
CREATE & CRAFT 

 
North Street Chapel 

 
1st Saturday of the month 

2 - 4.30 p.m. 
 

£3 includes refreshments 
 

New members welcome 
 

Next meeting Saturday 2nd June 

mailto:charlotte.sampson22@gmail.com


 

Angels Hair Salon 
 

Hair in the  Square ·  01837 82430 
 

Modern Unisex Hair Salon 
 

• Official Suppliers of Tigi Hair products 
•        Modern salon with the most up to date  
• Free to join Reward Scheme 
• Cosmetics for sale at below high street prices 
• Exclusive salon hire available for private  

 
Tuesdays  -  Wednesdays  -  Thursdays  -  Fridays 

9 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. 
Saturdays 

9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
 

11 The Square, North Tawton, EX20 2JD 

 
Church Flowers & Brass 
 
 

  Sampford Courtenay 
 
 June    Shirley Reddaway 
 July    Avril Flanagan 
 

Honeychurch 
 
 June    K. Squire 
 July    M. Weeks 
 
        Bondleigh 

 
June 3rd   Nikki Jourdan 
June 10th / 17th  Lin Warre 
June 24th   Sheila Thorne 
July 1st / 8th   Helen Ruby 
July 15th / 22nd  Carol Jones 
July 29th      Patronal Festival 
     Hazel Towell 
 
 
North Tawton  
 
Flowers 
 
June 3rd    Enid Westlake 
June 10th / 17th  Greta Stoneman 
June 24th /July 1st  The Brownies & 
             Annette Ponsford 
July 8th / 15th  Anita Lamey 
July 22nd       Helen & Faye Pimlott 
July 29th   Wedding Flowers 
 
Brass  
 
June     Anita Lamey 
July     Mary Fry & Greta Stoneman
  
 
   ************** 
 
We are always in need of more people to 
help with the brass cleaning and the flowers 
    at St. Peters. 
 
You do not need to be an expert flower  
arranger so, if you would like to have a try,  
please contact Kay Webber (01837 82787)  

or Jo Fear (01837 82553) 
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C H Jones & Son 
 

Artist Blacksmiths &  
Fabricators 

 
Tim & Oliver Bramston 

www.devonblacksmiths-fabricators.uk 
 

1 The Square, North Tawton, EX20 2EW 
Tel:  01837 82237 or 07971170794 



 
ANDREW THOMPSON CARPENTRY 

 
Fitted Cupboards, Floors, Kitchens 

All General Carpentry 
No job too small 

 
Reliable and Efficient      Free Estimates 

 
The Cottage, Bouchiers Hill, North Tawton 

Tel:  01837 82537  Mobile:  07950 373  

BARRY WARE  
Professional Painting and Decorating Service, 

Interior and Exterior 
  References Provided 
  6 Church Meadow 
Okehampton EX20 1LP 

 
Tel:  01837 659958          Mob: 07974  

Email: barrydecorators@hotmail.co.uk 

Septic Tanks Emptied 
P h o n e :   0 1 8 0 5 6 0 1 2 8 6 
Mobile:  07831 241531 

Leave a message and we will return your call 
 or email:  p eter@p eter h earnw aste.co.u k 

Small Lorry Now  
PETER HEARN HAULAGE LTD
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Now is the time to get your 

chimney swept 
 

For a friendly, clean and efficient 
service call us free on 

 

0800 2982 595 
info@ellissweeps.co.uk 

 

PURE GREEN 
  

For all Estate Maintenance,  
Construction and Repair Requirements. 
Boundaries, Buildings, Equine & Animal  
Husbandry, Gardens/Hard Landscaping,  

Trees & Woodland, Machinery  
Reliable service in all rural skills. 

Ed 07956 026511 
         puregreenruralservices@hotmail.com 

mailto:barrydecorators@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:peter@peterhearnwaste.co.uk
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