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Weirford House Bed and Breakfast  

 
in picturesque Sampford Courtenay 

 
four acre garden with wonderful views - 

- Garden Barn with en-suite, sitting room & kitchen - 

 
Avril and Mike Flanagan - 01837 89132 
See our website for full details and pictures 

www.weirfordhouse.co.uk    avril@weirfordhouse.co.uk 

 

C. J. Steer & Sons Ltd 
Funeral Directors 

Est 1969 
 

24 hour Service  
All Facilities 

 
Homefield, Station Road, Bow 

 

Tel: 01363 82414       Mobile: 07785 540248 

 The Coach House 
   North Street, North Tawton, EX20 2ES 

              

 Bed & Breakfast  
 
Situated in a secluded walled garden close to town 

centre opposite St Peter’s Church C13th 
en-suite rooms,  TV, Radio, Tea/Coffee, Parking,  

 

Tel: 01837 89242 

 
Established 1922 

C. Burrows & Son 
(J. J. Burrows) 

Funeral Directors 
A Caring Family Firm 
Personal Supervision 

Any Distance—Any Time 
Tel: 01363 83258          Mobile: 07803 142357 

Coldridge, Crediton, Devon  

  

FORE STREET GARAGE 

( Proprietor: Kevin Hodge) 
Fore Street, North Tawton 

Tel: 01837 82006 

M.O.T. TESTING STATION 
Servicing and Repairs to all makes and models 

Competitive Rates            Fully Qualified Mechanic 
GoodGarageScheme.com 

( Registered Member ) 

Courtenay Kennels 
 

Little Green Slade, Sampford Courtenay, Okehampton 

Licensed Dog Boarding Kennels 

Individual kennels and runs, Central Heating 
Walks in 5 acres of grounds 
All kinds of diets catered for 

Telephone or Fax  01837 82298 
Mobile 07952 225048 

www.courtenaykennels.co.uk 
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NICHOLS NYMET HOUSE 

 
MANOR HOUSE BED AND BREAKFAST  

& SELF CATERING COTTAGES  
www.devonbedandbreakfast.co.uk  

email mandpgoodman@outlook.com 

Tel 01837 82626 
 

For all your accommodation requirements –  
When family and friends come to stay use us as guest rooms. 

 Peaceful location 1.5 miles from North Tawton 
WITH WONDERFUL VIEWS 

We offer three large bedrooms all with  
en-suite bathrooms including a family suite  

for up to 5.  
Full English Breakfast using finest produce. 

Rates from £40 per person per night –  
Children half price. 

 
Also we can offer Self Catering Cottages available on a 

weekly basis. 
Please see our Trip advisor reviews and Facebook pages. 

http://www.weirfordhouse.co.uk
http://www.devonbedandbreakfast.co.uk/
mailto:mandpgoodman@outlook.com


From The Rectory 
 

 
All good things around us… 
 
 
 
As I write this, the first decent rain showers for 
months have arrived. 
While millions of us have been enjoying the  
heat-wave, the dry weather of the past few months 
has caused problems for our farmers who are  
concerned about their crops and livestock, forcing 
some into desperate measures to keep their cattle 
alive. 
Farmers report: ‘It’s unprecedented. I’ve been  
farming for 25 years myself and we’ve never been 
feeding cattle at this time of the year, and we are at 
the moment, and that’s the case right across the 
country.’ 
‘We haven’t had any appreciable rainfall since May, 
but if you have your office outside you are obviously 
at the mercy of the weather.’ 
‘This is unusual – we haven’t seen anything like this 
since 1976.’ 
‘It’s added a lot of costs because it comes on the 
back of a long, hard winter. I think that’s what has 
made this year so very unusual.’ 
 
Added to this, there are many issues that put any  
optimism in farming under threat today: volatility in 
prices, both in buying what is needed and in selling 
what is produced, issues of increased and changing 
regulation with consequent form filling and changes 
in practice, the consequences of disease such as  
bovine tuberculosis - to name just a few.  
 
And add to these the constant issues surrounding 
family stress, personal illness and the sheer hard 
work that has always been needed to work the land. 
It may be surprising that there is much hope at all for 
those who are farming today.  
 
Despite everything we will always need food on our 
tables. To simply do that in enough quantity to feed 
everyone we will always need farmers. As we have 
seen the world population grow, and with it its  
appetite, the real issue of having enough to eat has 
become an ever more pressing issue in decision  
makers’ minds. We have also seen how the value of 
the countryside around us has increased. Not just in 
financial terms but in people’s perception. True, this 
causes conflicts over how the land is managed, where 
for example issues around protecting wildlife and 
keeping a farm viable are argued over. But if the 
countryside were not so valuable, it would not be  
argued over with such intensity in the first place.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
So what those who work the land do is of real  
importance to this country.  
Despite all the issues facing farmers, there are still  
many stories of how they are by their ingenuity, 
common sense and hard work, not just making a  
living in the countryside but thriving. Sometimes 
these stories have involved the individuals having to 
make a leap of faith at some point – be that a change 
of direction in the business, a decision to move into 
farming from outside (where they may have had a  
more comfortable job) or even a decision to retire. 
That leap of faith requires hope in something beyond 
the current situation they find themselves in, and that 
is the faith nurtured in the seeds Jesus speaks of in 
the Parable of the Sower (Matthew 13). 
 
That hope in the future though does not always take 
root and even if it does, there are many things which 
can come along to make it wither or to choke it off. 
These things are all too present in farming today, 
which can make it very difficult for those who work 
the land to remain hopeful about the future.  
 
However, our farmers assure me that it is not all 
doom and gloom! One farmer told me recently; 
‘Who of us has seen the dawn rise in the countryside, 
or successfully raised and harvested a crop, or seen 
new life in a new born calf or lamb and has not 
known some optimism?’ 
 
One way of thanking our farmers for the food on our 
plates is to attend one of our Harvest services –  
details of which are in Roundabout (on pages 23, 25, 
27 and 29). It’s a great time also to thank God for the 
beauty of this earth, for which we are especially 
blessed here in Devon. 
 
So as we tuck into our cereals in the morning, enjoy 
our roast dinners, our vegetables and fruit, let’s  
remember that 2018 may have been a fantastic  
summer for many of us, but it didn’t come without its 
problems. 
 
 
Revd Rita Bullworthy 
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Roundabout 
 

 is published for the community on  
behalf of the four parish churches of North Tawton, 
Sampford Courtenay, Bondleigh and Honeychurch. 

 
Opinions expressed by contributors are their own and are 

not necessarily endorsed by the Vicar, by the PCC,  
members of the four churches, or by the Editors. 

 
Contributions should be sent to 
Hilary and Richard Edwards, 

Shellsley, 
Exeter Street, 

      North Tawton, 
EX20 2BZ 

 (tel. 01837 82376) 
 

     E mail: nt.roundabout@gmail.com  
no later than13th of the month before publication  

is required (and earlier, if possible) 
 

New advertisers are always welcome. 
Advertisements can be arranged for shorter periods than 

one year or for single editions. 
 

Visit Roundabout on its own website: 
www.northtawtonroundabout.com 

(There are also links online via the websites of the  
North Tawton Town Council and the  

 Sampford Courtenay Village Council). 
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The printing of the cover of this magazine is generously sponsored by ARLA 

 
Remembered a century on,   
a casualty of the Great War. 
 
Private Harry Pizzey of the 
4th Battalion  Royal Fusiliers, 
aged 33 years.   
Died of Wounds on 24th  
September in Reading  
Hospital and is buried in 
North Tawton Cemetery. 
 
He lived in High Street,  
North Tawton. 
 

Arla Foods Ltd 
Taw Valley Cheese Shop 
Taw Valley Creamery 
South Weeke 
North Tawton 
Devon 
EX20 2DA 
Telephone no: 01837 883661 

Hours of Opening 
Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm 
Saturdays 9am to 1pm 
 
Come and visit our Cheese Shop in 
North Tawton  which is attached to 
our factory and taste our delicious 
award winning cheeses. We produce  

 
and sell a wide range of cheeses to 
suit everyone’s taste buds. We also 
have a range of local deli cheeses, 
crackers and chutneys.  We also 
make hampers and gift bundles 
which make an ideal gift for anyone.  

LAKEWAY UNITED CHURCH 
  

QUIZ – (Kindly prepared by Lin Ford) 
NORTH TAWTON TOWN HALL 

 
THURSDAY 25TH OCTOBER – 7.00pm for 7.30 start 

£2.00 PER PERSON (teams up to 6) 
RAFFLE 

BRING YOUR OWN NIBBLES AND DRINKS 

 
CANCER RESEARCH UK 

 
Coffee & Wine Evening 

 
Friday 5th October 

at 7.00pm 
 

 North Tawton Town Hall 
 

Numerous Stalls & Raffles 
 

Please  support this worthy 

cause 

mailto:nt.roundabout@gmail.com


Muriel 
PICTURE FRAMING 

 
 Photographs ·  Paintings ·  

Certificates ·  
Conservation Standards Available 

A wide selection of mouldings  
for your personal choice 

North Tawton Tel: 01837 82626 
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Deborah Taylor 
Registered Childminder 

 

 
 

 

 
Churchward 

     Sampford Courtenay 
01837 82743 

NEIL SQUANCE GARDEN 

MAINTENANCE 

 
 

 
Tel 01837 83665 

 
Mob 07799  

KEVIN RICE 
FULLY QUALIFIED BUILDER & DECORATOR 

With 40 years experience in and around North Tawton. 

 
All aspects of building work from small repairs to 

new builds undertaken by a local tradesman who cares 
about quality and personal service. 

Contact Kevin 

Mobile:  07749 674357      Tel: 01837 82985 

BROADBURY LANDCARE 
 

All aspects of Garden Maintenance  

and Landscaping 
 

Andrew Barton 07532 216216 
 

Fully Qualified Fully Insured 
Free Estimates 

   
Older Property Building Surveys 

• Thatched or slate properties built of Cob or Stone. 

• Custom Thatched Roof Surveys. 

• Weekend "Hands on" Thatching Courses. 
 

Master Thatcher and Residential Property Surveyor 
www.thatchedhomeinspector.co.uk                
Ring Charles on  01647 231 706 or 

07771512670 
Holland Park Farm, South Tawton, 

Okehampton. EX20 2PP 

Paw Prints Pet Care 
 

Dog walking, Small pet sitting and vet visits. 
Fully insured & D B S checked 

 
Hatherleigh based but covering Okehampton and  

surrounding areas. 
Email : pawprintspetcare2016@gmail.com 

Facebook : Paw prints pet care 
 

Call Kirstie 07392 072463 
and she will be happy to arrange a meeting with you to 

discuss your pet care. 

Gardening Etcetera 

Your local Gardener and Handyman 

No job too small 

Specialist in edible gardens as well as low     
 maintenance garden design and management 

 
 

Please call 07729 274698 or email 

  gardening.etcetera@gmail.com 

Camper Van for Hire 

 
Comfortable, well equipped, six berth ‘Bessie’  
Collect and return in Winkleigh; holiday in UK 

Book securely through Camplify for full insurance and 
breakdown cover: 

https://app.camplify.co.uk/rv/motorhome-rental-winkleigh-
bessie/982 

Or contact Tamsin on 07532 397313 for more information 
Facebook: @BessiesAdventures 

C1 license required (automatic entitlement if licence  
obtained before 1997) 

mailto:pawprintspetcare2016@gmail.com


 

Memorial Park improvements - exciting news! 
 
Work began during the week commencing 13th August on upgrading the Memorial Park.  The 
improvements include the installation of a MUGA (Multi Activity Games Area), a basket swing, 
trampoline and Olly the Octopus see-saw. There will also be improvements to the Skate Park  
area in the near future. 
 
These improvements follow consultation with the friends of the park including children and young 
people who use the park. Funding is being provided through the Batheway 106 agreement, 
NTTC and possible trust funding. The work is being undertaken by TK Play. 
 
This is all very exciting news for the children, young people and families of North Tawton. 
 
Please bear with us during this period - the park will continue to be open, but parts of it will be 
blocked off during construction for safety reasons. 
 
Finally, work is also being undertaken to replace the railings adjacent to the top of High Street – 
this will involve rebuilding the stone wall as well as installing new railings.  
 

If you have any queries about this issue please contact the NTTC Office. 
 

North Tawton Town Council – Contractors List 
We are currently updating our list of contractors.  If you are interested in being asked to quote for 
works undertaken on behalf of the Council, please contact us with your details.  We retain lists of 
general builders, plumbers, painters and decorators, stonemasons, tree surgeons, and others.   
 

Dog Fouling – dog bags being put into buckets in Letherens Lane 
We’ve had complaints about this issue.  We are aware that a previous resident placed buckets at 

the top of Letherens Lane and periodically emptied them into dog waste bins.  This resident has 

left, and there are no resources to empty these buckets.  The overflowing bins are a serious 

health issue, and constitute fly-tipping. Please, if you walk your dog in this area, take your dog 

waste bag to the nearest bin – it can go in a dog waste bin OR a litter bin – thank you for your   

co-operation. 

Rosalind Rice Clerk to North Tawton Town Council  
or Sarah Say, Temporary Clerk to North Tawton Town Council 

14a The Square, North Tawton, EX20 2EP         Tel: 01837 880121  e-mail: northtawton.towncouncil@yahoo.co.uk 
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       Interested in Walking for Health? 

in 

   North Tawton  
Last Saturday of the month at 10.30 a.m. in the Square  

 
For more information contact 
Pat Richardson 01837 880025 

mailto:northtawton.towncouncil@yahoo.co.uk
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For experienced, 
local advice you can trust 
T. 01837 52379 
www.peterslaw.co.uk 

1 West Street, Okehampton  

 

 

WINDOWS-DOORS-CONSERVATORIES-JOINERY 

(Covering the whole of Devon) 

HIGH QUALITY PRODUCTS BACKED UP BY OVER 25 YEARS 

EXPERIENCE HELPING CUSTOMERS TO IMPROVE THEIR 

HOMES 

Why not give them a call to see what they can do for you 

and your property........ 

01837 54019 or enquiries@okehamptonglass.com 

www.okehamptonglass.com 

 

 



BUS 

 
 Free, and for  
  visual  

North  T own  Hall on  third 
of each month  from  to 

01392   

 
North Tawton Afternoon W.I. 

 
Ramblings of a North Tawton W.I. Member 
 
Why is it that all the delicious and naughty things we love to eat begin with ‘S’? I’ll explain – sandwiches, scones, 
sausage rolls, scotch eggs, strawberry jam and sponge cakes [if someone brought a ‘salad’ I didn’t see it] This pretty 
much covers the mountain of food we were tasked to eat at our WI Summer Party which was held at North Tawton 
Bowling Club. Oh yes, we also had divine meringues, fruit loaf [please let that count as one of my 5 a day] and a lot of 
clotted cream. And this was supposed to be a ‘balanced’ menu – actually it was quite tricky trying to balance all the 
different slices of cake on the plates but our ladies rose to the challenge in true W.I. fashion. 
In an attempt to create an appetite for all of the above, some of our ladies stepped out on to the bowling green for 
some expert tuition from members of North Tawton club – and didn’t they do well. The sun was beating down, the 
temperature was going up, the stiletto heels were cast aside and sensible flat shoes were donned. Instructions were 
given: 

Stand on the mat, feet together, knees and waist bent slightly 
Take bowl in your preferred hand [right or left]  
Step out with your opposite foot [left or right] 

Take a small back swing [keep hold of bowl – it doesn’t count if you bowl backwards] 
Bend down and roll bowl along the ground [ask for assistance to get back up] 

Roll it out at an angle so the bowl curves back towards jack [who?] 
And I have it on good authority from Club member Anita that our own Claire ‘bowled like a demon’. However, it was 
Sheila and Jill that took the trophy – [for ‘trophy’ please read ‘posh box of chocs’] 
Back in the Clubhouse [may I just say what a fabulous venue] things were also hotting up – the Guess the Baby Photo 
competition was proving to be tough. Just who was that little cutie with a fringe that started above one ear and finished 
above the other ear? And could that be a past president trying to convince us that butter wouldn’t melt? 
The tea bell was tinkled and the feast began. Oh, it was carbohydrate heaven. [Make that carbohydrate and saturated 
fat] Some of the Bowling Club members joined us for tea but even their added support was not enough to scale the 
Scone Mountain or reach the Cake Crest, [am I going over the top here?] 
Husband is reading over my shoulder and wants to know why he hasn’t had a mention yet. All in good time. Moving 
on to other topics – didn’t we do well at the Okehampton Show? The WI theme this year was ‘An Anniversary’ so our 
working group chose to depict a First Wedding Anniversary [which is ‘paper’ before you rush off to Google it] And it 
came FIRST! So a huge WELL DONE to all the ladies who were involved. Whilst on the subject of the Okie Show – a 
certain veg producer close to my heart took it upon himself to enter 10 classes – with mixed results. Prizes for his  
tomatoes, courgettes and red onions but NOTHING for his spuds. A big fat ZERO. His beetroot were castigated as 
being ‘too big’ – his carrots were ignored and somebody nicked his runner beans AFTER they were deemed ‘Highly 
Commended’ along with the certificate! He is having counselling.  
      PS. I lied about the fruit loaf in a vain attempt to make the menu sound vaguely healthy.  

               Sue Knott 
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Thank you 
 

Mary Fry would like to take this opportunity to 
thank everyone for making her 90th birthday 
such a happy occasion and for the many lovely 
cards and presents she received. 

 
R.N.I.B COFFEE MORNING – NORTH TAWTON  

 
TOWN HALL 

 
SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 1ST  

10.00 a.m. -  11.30 a.m. 
RAFFLE 

ALL USUAL STALLS 
TABLE TOPS AVAILABLE – £5 per table 

Please CONTACT ROSE – 01837 82130 to book 
  

Help us to help those with little or no sight. 
We look forward to your continued support. 
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Pause for Thought 

 
All good gifts around us 

Are sent from God above, 
Then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord, 

For all His love. 
 

(see “From the Rectory” on page 3) 

 

 
Sampford Courtenay Village Hall 

 
 

Available for Meetings, Weddings, Shows 
and Parties 

 
Recently extended, we can offer a main hall with 
a stage, separate meeting room, vestibule with 

disabled toilet and ample car parking. 
The location handy for our historic village and 

church 
 

Want to book or know more? 
Contact: 

Deborah Taylor-Morris 
Tel: 01837 82743 

  Email: djtaylormorris@gmail.com 
 

 
for details of availability and our  

competitive hire charges 
 

 

 
FRIENDS OF NORTH TAWTON SURGERY 

 
Dates for your diary 
 
8th September Coffee Morning 
18th October            Quiz 
8th December            Turkey and Tinsel 

Amanda’s 
 

Ironing and Cleaning Services 
 

North Tawton 
 

07927 341770 
01837 82025 

  
Ironing   regular or occasional services  
   to suit your needs  -   
  - collection/delivery available 
  
Cleaning & Housekeeping Services   
  domestic and small commercial,  
  tailored to your needs 
  

Give me a call and we can discuss your  
requirements 

mailto:djtaylormorris@gmail.com


 

We care, watch over & protect 
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Devon Historic Churches Trust 
Dedicated to funding repairs to places of  

worship, of all denominations, throughout the 
county.  

Incorporating the Ride + Stride.  
50% to St Andrew’s 

 

COFFEE MORNING 
Cakes, Preserves and Produce for 

sale 
Saturday, 15th September  

10.00 a.m. - 12 noon  
at Weirford House,  

Sampford Courtenay 
All welcome  ‘phone 

01837 89132  
for details  

or to sponsor 

The Bondleigh Barn Band concert at Ashridge Great Barn 
on Sunday 29th July was well attended and raised £457 
towards a fund to preserve mediaeval glass in Bondleigh 
Church.  Charlotte Rhodes provided pleasant contrasts to 
the full band with solo items on her harp in both halves of 
   the programme. 
 
Many thanks to Charlotte, to the band members, to Jane  
Semorad and her team of helpers for providing cream teas 
in the interval, to Lin Warre for organising the raffle, to all 
who came to support and finally to Chris and Carolyn 
Richards for inviting the band to perform in their Barn. 

  
 The Church Bells at Saint Andrew’s,  
     Sampford Courtenay 
 

In the tower are six splendid bells by T. Pennington, 
dated 1770, hung in an oak frame by Stokes in 1905. 
They were rehung in 1970. 
The earliest record of bells at St. Andrew’s can be found 
in 1553, when the inventory of Church Goods noted that 
there was a peal of four.  A new peal of six was founded 
in 1770 by Pennington’s, a bell manufacturer and  
installer with premises in Devon and Cornwall.  It is 
thought that Pennington’s would probably have cast the 
peal in Sampford Courtenay and, since the furnace and 
pit were available, taken the opportunity to cast bells for 
other towers in the area at the same time.  
By 1905, the original bell frame had become unfit for 
purpose and was replaced by the much-lauded Harry 
Stokes of Woodbury, near Exeter.  The new frame was 
made of oak and was a particularly fine piece of  
craftsmanship, which survives to this day.  At the same 
time, it was decided to replace the tenor bell, possibly 
because it was cracked.  Taylors of Loughborough  
provided the bell, which was tuned using a new  
technique which they had perfected.  In fact, they used a 
special lathe instead of removing metal using a hammer 
and chisel. 
The Pennington’s peal of bells had been hung in plain 
brass bearings.  By 1970, these had worn out and had to 
be replaced by ball bearings as the peal had become  
difficult to ring.  The work was carried out by Arthur 
Fidler, a former employee of the legendary Whitechapel 
Bell Company. Whitechapel features again in 2010, 
when the company was contracted to carry out a  
complete refurbishment and rehanging of the peal. 
 
   (summarised from Diocesan records January 2017) 
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Enchanted House Beds 
The very finest natural handmade beds traditionally upholstered using time honoured 

techniques and created using our very own Dartmoor wool. 

• Life Time Guarantee 

• FOC Removal of old Bed 

• 15% Discount for all Roundabout Readers 

• 5% Charity donation to the Devon Air Ambulance 

          Website: www.enchantedhousebeds.com (Coming soon)        www.facebook.com/enchantedhousebeds  

                     Units 7&12 ,Hameldown Road, Exeter Road Industrial Estate, Okehampton, Devon EX20 1UB 

Email: stuart@enchantedhousebeds.com  Call Office: (01837) 318060 / Mobile: 07779245272 

   Okehampton Parkinson’s Support Group 
   Meet Castle Ham, Okehampton  

   4th Thursday every month  2-4 p.m.. 
 Trips, activities, talks throughout the year,  

 01837 55813  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A friendly, family run company aiming to provide a range 
of high quality arboricultural services to our  
Customers’ trees. 
 

Services include: 

Tree removals/ dismantles 
Tree pruning, reductions, thinning, shaping and dead wood 
removal 
Hedge trimming 
Stump grinding 
Tree planting 

 

All work is insured to £5 million, complies with  
relevant British standards and is carried out by  
appropriately trained and equipped professional  
arborists  
CALL NOW for friendly, professional advice and to ar-
range a FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE  
TEL: 07398268877 
EMAIL: adamofedentrees@gmail.com 
Check us out on Facebook and Instagram: 
@adamofedentrees 
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News from the Castle  

Hi everyone.  
I hope you are all enjoying the summer holidays. It has been wonderful to have so many families 
wandering around, enjoying the glorious views and exploring. We recently hosted Play Day at Castle 
Drogo with loads of free games and activities on the common. We had over 100 people come along 
and 90% of those who attended were local which was lovely to see. 
We are in the middle of the Big Butterfly Count and the Ranger team have been working with our 
friends from Butterfly Conservation to undertake surveys in the gorge. Early indications are that this 
has been a good year for some of our rarer species, including the pearl-bordered fritillary which 
lives on Piddledown Common. This is especially good to see as the money raised from car park 
charges has helped to fund habitat management for native species in the Teign valley.  
Coming up, we have a brand new offer for local primary schools using the wonderful work of Peter 
Randall-Page, which is currently on display at the castle, as inspiration. This will be available for 
September and October and includes exploring Peter’s work with one of our brilliant volunteers and 
then taking part in activities such as print making, line drawing and mark making.  
The building work is still marching forward. The focus at the moment is on the North Tower (the bit 
that faces you as you walk down the main drive). Most of the stone from the roof level has been 
dismantled and we are getting ready to dismantle the wall on the east side down to the lowest roof 
level. It has helped having a run of calm weather, although the heat inside the scaffolding can make 
you feel like you are in a greenhouse! 
I have heard that tree felling work will be taking place in Rectory Woods from early September for 4 
– 6 weeks. This area of wood is a plantation on ancient woodland (PAWS) and the thinning work 
will promote a more natural woodland long term. Walkers will see diversions in place and some of 
the boundary fences will be temporarily replaced with ropes during the felling work.  
Finally, we have a small exhibition on display in the Chapel at the moment which tells the First 
World War story of William George Arscott, a local lad who was a labourer at Castle Drogo who  
ended up in Salonika, Greece, as part of the Devonshire Regiment. The display includes footage of a 
performance by Okehampton College students which is incredibly moving. I hope you get to see it. 
 
Best wishes to you all, 
Paula  
Community Engagement Officer, Castle Drogo 
01647 434130, paula.clarke@nationaltrust.org.uk           

The Iron Man: North Tawton Town Hall, July 25 – 28th. 
 
Nigel Davies’ adaptation of Ted Hughes’ fable for children, The Iron Man, was a great success when it was presented at 
North Tawton Town Hall at the end of July. The book was published in 1968, and Ted Hughes, who lived in North  
Tawton for many years, died in 1998: his widow Carol wanted an event to commemorate these anniversaries, and she 
worked closely with Nigel to produce the play. The book tells the story of a huge man made of iron who appears in a 
seaside village and threatens the livelihood of local farmers by eating their tractors and farm equipment: a young boy 
called Hogarth – well played by Matthew James – manages to persuade him to desist, and feed instead on the metal in 
the local scrapyard. The opening of the play was powerful and visually impressive, with the voice of Ted Hughes  
reading the beginning of the story and the Iron Man falling off a cliff. Young dancers from Sophie Sian’s local dance 
school then beautifully evoked the movement of seagulls and waves as the Iron Man is put back together again. There 
was comedy too in the first half, provided by four local farmers (played by Colin Pimlott, Chris Jordan, Phil Hammans 
and William Speak) and a picnicking family terrified when the Iron Man emerges from the hill where he has been  
temporarily buried. 
The second half of the play, in which a terrifying giant creature – the Space-Bat-Angel-Dragon – arrives from space to 
threaten the earth – was even more effective. The creature itself was an amazing creation, imagined and constructed by 
Wendy Dacre, and sound and video were used to great effect. John Palmer, excellent as the Newsreader, held everything 
together with broadcasts which narrated the increasing threat of the Space-Bat-Angel-Dragon. Hogarth persuades the 
Iron Man to help defeat the creature, which he does in a series of trials by fire – the four dancers brilliantly created the 
effects of the flames, and Sophie Davies deserves mention for the choreography. Finally, the creature is sent to orbit the 
earth to the sound of ethereal music which creates peace and unity on earth, again evoked by the four young dancers, 
Ella Jones, Chloe Bailey, Charlotte Baulch and Ruby Noyse. The book, and the show, ends with a message even more 
important than when Ted Hughes wrote it in 1968. 
The story – a fable with surreal and fantastic elements – was a challenge to realise on stage, but Nigel and his team of 
actors, artists, dancers and stage crew did a brilliant job: everybody I spoke to really enjoyed the show, and once again 
ANTS (Actors of North Tawton Society) have come up with a show to be proud of.  
               Nicola King 
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A Community Commemoration of the 1918 Armistice 
at 

St. Peter’s Church 
North Tawton 

 
On Friday 12th October at 7.30 p.m., Saturday 13th October at 

3.00p.m. and Saturday 13th October at 7.30 p.m. 
 

Doors open half an hour before the performance. 
Tickets £5 (adult) £2 (children) available from North Tawton 

Post Office from Monday 17th September or on the door. 
 

Ticket holders are guaranteed seats with a clear view of the video 
screen if seated 15 minutes before the start. 

Profits from the commemoration will be shared between  service 
charities 

The Armistice Community Commemoration brings together local people with different talents to present a picture of 
how the First World War affected this district a hundred years ago.  Using a script prepared by local historian, Alan 
Parkinson, pre-recorded voices of members of the community will tell the story with a video presentation showing 
pictures and documents of the time.  There will be “live” voices too and actors to show some of the personal  
pressures felt by ordinary people of that time, whether they went to war or had to meet the challenges of remaining at 
home to “keep the home fires burning”. Local singers and a live band will lead the audience in popular songs of the 
period and there will be a remembrance of each of those from North Tawton, Sampford Courtenay and the  
surrounding districts who went to the war but did not return. 
 
Although the commemoration is being given in St. Peter’s Church, it is not a church service; nor is it a “show” in the 
sense of those given there by the St. Peter’s Troupers in recent years.  It is an attempt to recreate the spirit of a time in 
our local history when the war meant changes had to happen quickly:  men could be required to fight for their  
country; women were pressed into doing work previously done only by men.  
 
No doubt our modern media will be busy around 11th November reflecting on many of the national  and international 
changes brought about by the world war and the effects they have still on us today.  We hope that our local effort  
before then will reflect something of the changes around us in Devon and we hope particularly that young folk will 
be encouraged to come and see how life here was changed a hundred years ago.  That is one reason for one of the  
performances being given on a Saturday afternoon. 

As we start producing “Roundabout” with a new printer, it is worth looking back at the July 1992 edition, when “Roundabout” 
itself was less than two years old and in it Dr. Jean Shields offered from “the Archives” the following article about the launch of an 
even earlier local magazine:  
 
In March 1910, the first issue of “The Parish Magazine” appeared and the first item was a letter from the rector, Rev. Robert Hole, 
who was 86 years old.  This was the first paragraph: 
“Several of my parishioners have wished me to give consent and goodwill towards the starting of a Parish Magazine.  I willingly do 
so, especially as I have great faith in the gentleman who is Editor.  He will, I am sure, show the tact and discrimination necessary to 
prevent the magazine becoming a medium for idle twaddle or unnecessary discussion which, if not suppressed, so often leads to 
internal dissension in a parish” 
As well as church news there were items on fund-raising, social events, and reports on rugby and football matches.  In April a  
public meeting was called to form a Nursing Association so that North Tawton could have a “fully certificated Parish Nurse”  
because, as someone remarked, “several cases had occurred in the past year in which the services of such a nurse would have been 
of great benefit”. 
In July there was a long account of the wedding of Mr. J.G. Durant (whose bequest to the town is so topical) and Miss Blanche 
Bowden.  There were no bridesmaids, but the bride’s sister attended her as the “best girl” wearing a dainty gown of pale mauve 
satin charmeuse with amethyst and crystal embroidery edging the collarless yoke.  The honeymoon was spent in Paris and Lucerne. 
In December, the editor remarks that “it is to be greatly regretted that the General Election should be coming on now, as I fear it 
will greatly disturb the peace and happiness of Christmas”.  In those days, elections were quite rumbustious affairs, with much 
heckling and throwing of rotten eggs etc..  Women, of course, had no vote.  At that time, North Tawton was in the South Molton 
Parliamentary Division and for many years George Lambert (later Lord Lambert) was returned as a Liberal. 
In the same issue, someone signing as K.H. (probably Kate Hole) gives an account of the history of North Tawton and in  
succeeding months other local history items appear, some of which would bear repeating in Roundabout in future issues. 
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                       TONY DAY 
 

         Heating and Plumbing 
 

Main and LPG Gas 

Gas Safe Registered 

 

01837 83702     07773 966201 

Reg No 191548 

Kevin 

     Osborne 
   Aerials & Satellite 
   City & Guilds NVQ 
 

0 1 3 6 3 7 7 7 1 9 0        0 7 8 4 1 6 4 4 3 9 5 
Aerial Upgrades ∙ All aspects of Installation and 

Discreet Installation ∙ Extra TV Points ∙ Existing Aerial 
Satellite Problems Resolved ∙ DAB Radio  

Free Advice ∙ Free Quotation Service ∙ Free Signal  

 

Tel: 01837 82271      W J Morris & Sons 
                         

  ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS & 

           CONTRACTORS 

                   Established 1953 
 

                     Timber Yard, Sampford Courtenay 
                                    Okehampton EX20 2TB 

 

FARM, DOMESTIC & INDUSTRIAL INSTALLATIONS,  
EMERGENCY LIGHTING, FIRE & SECURITY ALARMS  

BUILDING YOUR DREAM 
Renovations 

Timber Framed Buildings -  Conservatories 
Garden Rooms - Workshops - Garages & Stables 

Bespoke Kitchens - Bedrooms & Bathrooms 
For free design and quote call Paul.   

No obligation 
01837 82725 / 07584 683233 
phillipsroma@btinternet.com 

Tradesman who cares. 

LILYBEN furniture 

 

 

Dedicated teams of farm and pets vets 
North Tawton            01837 82327 
Okehampton          01837 658777 
Hatherleigh          01837 810455 

Equus Vets (horses)  01837 214004 
www.northparkvets.co.uk 

  Farm: Emergency, routine, herd health, small holders 
  Pets: Vaccinations, neutering, operations in all  
              surgeries, dentistry, puppy parties 
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Sampford Courtenay Parish Website: 
 
http://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/ 
 

The website is managed by Julie Carpenter who 
can be contacted on  

juliec2911@hotmail.co.uk 
or  

admin@sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk 
or by phone: 

 
   07866 605184 

 
North Tawton Baby and Toddler Group 

 

Come and join our friendly group on Fridays  
in term time 9:30 -11:30 a.m. 

£2 per family 
New members always welcome with plenty to do from 

newborns to school age. 
Please see our Facebook page for updates. 

 

News from Sampford Courtenay 

 
‘The Vicar of Dibley’ came to Sampford Courtenay on Friday, 13th August, with a version of the hilarious TV classic, 
thanks to a group from the Hatherleigh Players.  The chairs in St. Andrew’s Church were turned round transforming 
the building into St. Barnabas Church, the Parish Hall, the Vicarage and the Vestry and the audience enjoyed some 
light relief and fun. The director was Jane Francis and royalties paid for this production went to Comic Relief. 
At the Sampford Courtenay & Honeychurch Flower, Produce & Craft Show, held at the village hall on Saturday, 11 th 
August, the prizes were presented by the President Christine Marsh as follows.  The Piper Cup for vegetables-1st Bill 
Robertson with 52 points, 2nd   Bridget Grindley with 13 points, joint 3rd Veronica Mathews & Rod Levick with 10 
points.  The President’s Cup for Homecraft - 1st Shirley McClement with 7 points, joint 2nd Marion Pratt and  David 
Botting Page with 6 points.  The Hawking Bowl for fruit, - joint 1st Malcolm Craig and Rod Levick with 7 points, joint 
3rd Sue Robertson & Veronica Mathews with 4 points.  The Flower Cup – 1st Veronica Mathews with 21 points, 2nd 
Marion Pratt with 16 points, 3rd Michele Wilson with 9 points.  The Produce Cup - 1st Veronica Mathews with 34 
points, joint 2nd Christine Stoneman and Michele Wilson with 16 points.  The Welcome Cup for First Time Entrants - 
Jackie Hedges with 13 points.  The Leonard Horn Memorial Plate for the Longest Runner Bean, 1st & 2nd Bill  
Robertson, 3rd Tony Harper.  The Dornaford Cup for Best Chicken Eggs in Show – 1st & 2nd Frances Weeks, 3rd  
Veronica Mathews.  The Children under 16 – Shield - 1st Tom Squire.  The Children under 12 – Shield – 1st Bill  
Clatworthy Edwards, 2nd Grace Bird, 3rd Daisy Pridham.  The Children under 8 - Shield – 1st Etta McBride with 21 
points, joint 2nd Ralfie & Eliza Clatworthy Edwards with 3 points. The Christine Marsh Trophy for the highest Overall 
Points under 16 - Etta McBride.  The Robertson Plate for the Best Exhibit in Show, Malcolm Craig for Honey.  The 
Cleverdon Memorial Cup for the Highest Overall Cup – 1st Veronica Mathews with 74 points, 2nd Bill Robertson with 
59 points, 3rd Michele Wilson with 29 points. 
There were 460 entries (the same as last year) from 54 entrants (up from last year‘s figure of 46) with an increase of 
first time entrants from 3 last year to 13. The tallest sunflower was won by Shirley Reddaway 2.8m, 2nd Felicity Sharp 
2.7m, 3rd  Sandra Harper 2m.  The scarecrow competition was won by David & Gaynor Botting Page with their Morris 
Dancer, 2nd Colin Coleman, Eco Warrior, 3rd Gary Brackett, Wicker Vicar. Why not drive round the village and spot 
all 22 entrants! 
The results of the potato crop from a single seed potato were as follows;  

POSITION WEIGHT in grams  NAME 
 
1st  4028   Malcolm Craig 
2nd  3844   Rod Levick 
3rd  2170   Bridget Grindley 
4th  1977   Colin Coleman 
5th  1950   Barbara Smith 
6th  1896   Monica Smale 
7th  1780   Sarah Hanks 
8th  1562   Jenny Dennison Smith 
9th  1471   Sue Robertson 
10th  1395            Christine & Joe Stoneman 
11th  1344   David  Botting Page 
12th  1136   Gaynor Botting Page 
13th  1038   Shirley McClement 
14th  958   Ann Palmer 
15th  928   Veronica Mathews 
16th  917   Bill Robertson 
17th  820   Rosemary Lowe 
18th  807   Andy Wilson 
19th  618   Gillian Townsend Green 
20th  575   Nicky Courage 
21st  207   Jim Stacey 
       
      Nicky Craig 

http://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/
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 News  from Sampford Courtenay Parish Council       
 
Full minutes can be viewed on our website  www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk  where any useful links are live. 
Plus check out our new FACEBOOK Page. Like and Share to help us spread SCPC news. 
 

SCPC  Meeting 7th Aug 2018 
 
War Memorial 
Meet Jeremy Chadburn at the War Memorial  7.30 pm – after a full and frank discussion between councillors, architect and  
members of the public it was agreed that the newly sited War Memorial is not as the original plans which were agreed by both SCPC 
and members of the Parish at two Public meetings. The Architect, Jeremy Chadburn, was therefore instructed to go back to the mason, 
Mr. Piper, to discuss ways to rectify siting as per original approved plans. The spelling mistakes on the bronze plaque were also 
acknowledged, but this will have to be dealt with separately by the original foundry. There was also some discussion as to whether the 
new plaque aligns with the original plaque on the wall. Jeremy Chadburn will get this checked with a laser line. 
 
New Councillor 
Co-option of new Councillor – Heather Smith. – Chairman Colin Coleman welcomed Heather Smith as a new member of SCPC. 
Acceptance of Office and Declaration of Interest forms were signed. 
 
Village Hall and VAT 

Follow up from Village Hall Committee re VAT report. (Letter 30th April 2018 from The SC-PC Internal Auditor, Nigel K. 
Wayne, FCA refers.) 

 
Cllr. Palmer reported that the Village Hall Committee (VHC) had declined the SC-PC's offer to pay the cost of implementing the 
Internal Auditor's recommendation for a detailed VAT report reviewing the construction costs associated with the New  
Kitchen project with a view to reclaiming the VAT retrospectively. 

 
Whilst the auditor's advice was consistent with the Information Sheet 6 - Village Halls and Registering for VAT published by 
Action for Communities in Rural England (ACRE), the VHC did not want the project accounts independently reviewed, which 
they regarded as closed.  The Chairman cautioned that the VHC decision may be difficult to justify against the provisions of 
the Trustee Act 2000, which places a duty of care upon the Trustees in respect to making / creating the most effective use of the 
trust funds and to seek professional advice as appropriate.. 

 
Cllr. Palmer thanked the Parish Council for their generous offer and said the VHC may reconsider their position in the future 

should a similar opportunity arise. 
 
SEAMOOR LOTTO – Sampford Courtenay Parish Council has registered as one of the charities who will benefit from the new Lotto run 
by WDBC.  If you have not bought your ticket yet, please sign up at https://www.seamoorlotto.co.uk/support/sampford-courtenay-parish-
council  
. 
 
Casual Vacancy 
 

There is currently a vacancy for 1 Parish Councillor. Please contact the Clerk or one of the councillors if you are interested in 
filling these spaces. 

 
Full Minutes of SCPC meetings can be viewed on our Website. 

 
Please contact SCPC Clerk – Marion Pratt at SCPCClerk@aol.com or on 01837 82285 if you would like to raise any 
issues.  Even better, come along to a meeting.  Next meetings     September 4th and October 2nd. 
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Do you have a daughter aged 5 + ?  If so, Girlguiding has four active groups in  
North Tawton she can belong to  
 
Rainbows age 5 – 7 meet Wednesday 4.15 – 5.15 in the top room of the Town Hall: contact 
Laura 07590 309430 
 
Brownies age 7 – 10  meet Monday 3.45 - 5.30 in the top room of the Town Hall: contact Annette 
01837 880054 
 
Guides age 10 – 14 meet Monday 6.30 – 8.30 in the Mortimore Room in the church: contact 
Jane 01837 89160 

Rangers age 14+ meet alternate Thursdays  7.00 – 9.00 : contact Jennifer 01837 82752 

Or go onto the website and you can register your daughter on there using this address -
   https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-for-parents/register-your-daughter 

http://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=sampford%20courtenay%20parish%20council
https://www.seamoorlotto.co.uk/support/sampford-courtenay-parish-council
https://www.seamoorlotto.co.uk/support/sampford-courtenay-parish-council
mailto:SCPCClerk@aol.com
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-for-parents/register-your-daughter
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Taw Va l l ey Dental Care 

 
56 Fore Street 
North Tawton 

EX20 2DT 
 

Telephone: 01837 880096 
 

Oral Health Accessible to All 
 

 

 

     

 

 

 
 

M C Poole 
Digger hire with driver 

Most work undertaken 
Tel: 01837 82947        Mobile: 07970 653827 

 

READING GROUP 
 
 

MEETS last Tuesday MONTHLY 7.30 pm 
AT THE NEW INN 

CONTACT ISHBEL ASKEW 
01837880171 

ishgordon@live.co.uk 

HANDY VAN 
 

 Man and Van, Ready to Help! 
 Removals, Rubbish Clearance, 
 Local or Long Distance, 
 Labouring Work,  
 Any Job Considered, Big or Small,  
 Careful and Calm - 
 Reasonable Rates. 

  01837 811172 

  
RAKES & LADDERS 

 

GARDENING, PAINTING & DECORATING, 
INTERNAL & EXTERNAL MAINTENANCE 

 

CONTACT PAUL SIMPSON 
01837 82039/07506 791174 

randldevon@btinternet.com 

Does your child need extra Maths/English Tuition  
at KS1 or KS2? 
 

Experienced Primary School Teacher  
with 39 years experience   
                                                                        
Friendly and purposeful  
sessions                                                                                        
 
Good competitive rates                                                                         
Stephen Burton  
01363 83675 / skb55@outlook.com 

TOWN & COUNTRY TREE CARE 
Contracting and Consultancy 

All aspects of tree work undertaken 

 

 
  

Tree Surgery 

Consultancy 

Fencing 

Hedge Trimming 

Grounds Maintenance 

Landscaping 
Free Estimates Given 

Contact Tom Shiell on 
 

Tel: 07702873272 or 01837 82023 

mailto:ishgordon@live.co.uk
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Sampford Courtenay Flower Club 

 
10th September at 2.00 p.m. 

 
Julia Harrison 
“A Feast Of” 

Tea Hostess - Judy Honey 
 

 

 

 

Honeychurch Fundraising Quiz 
At  

Sampford Courtenay 
Village Hall 

On 
Friday 30th November at 7.30 p.m. 

 
Teams of up to 5 people 

£5 per person 
To include cheese and biscuits 

 
Drinks will be available. 

 
To book your table please phone 

01837 851269 
 

All funds raised will go towards 
St. Mary’s Church 

Honeychurch 

 

Quiz and Pudding Evening 
AT 

 
SAMPFORD COURTENAY VILLAGE HALL 

 
On 

 
FRIDAY 9th NOVEMBER  

 
At 
 

7.30 p.m. 
 

It is £5 to enter a team of up to five people 
for the quiz 

and  
£5 per person to sample the puddings. 

  
To book a table please ring 01837 851269 or 

82743. 
Donations of puddings welcome!! 

Please bring your own drink. 

CONSTANT AS THE WORLD 

Singer Helen Porter, vocalist with the quartet 
Misbehavin’, now presents a performance of her 
own songs and piano solos, interspersed with 
timeless classics by Cole Porter, Hoagy  
Carmichael and Allie Wrubel, among others. 
 
Effortlessly crossing boundaries between jazz, 
music theatre and contemporary classical, the 
haunting vocals, wry observations and new takes 
on old favourites are all performed by this  
accomplished pianist and expressive singer.  
 
Performance: Constant As The World 
Date: Saturday 29th September, 7.30 p.m. 
Venue: Crediton Congregational Church 
Tickets £10: available 
from www.helenportermusic.co.uk or on the door 

Sunday 2nd September  
 

the Guides will host a Cream Tea from 3.00pm in 
the garden of  

Church Cottage, 5 Exeter Street ,  
Everybody welcome. 

Hopefully the weather will shine like last month !  

Okehampton Table Tennis Club 
 
Our new session has now started at the club, which is 
situated behind the Post Office building in Castle Road, 
Okehampton. 
Monday evening from 7 p.m. -10 p.m. open to beginners 
or anyone renewing their love of table tennis perhaps.  
The session is a fun and social session open to all ages 
and abilities.  
Why not give it a try? 
for more information visit our website   
www.okehamptontabletennisclub.co.uk  or  
email: coaching@okehamptontabletennisclub.co.uk 
The North Wyke /North Tawton  team are looking for 
players to keep the team going for the new season . If you 
we would like to join us or give it a try please contact Jill 
on 880233 or Steve  :  Steve.granger@rothamsted.ac.uk  

mailto:okehampton.library@librariesunlimited.org.uk
mailto:okehampton.library@librariesunlimited.org.uk


                                           
 
 

 
 

 
 

Wall & Floor Tiling         Under Tile Heating 

Waterproof Tanking         Free Quotations 
 
Tel              Mob 07729  460746  

 
 
NORTH TAWTON 
 RUGBY 
FOOTBALL CLUB 
 The Clubhouse is  

available to HIRE for  

PRIVATE FUNCTIONS

Competitive Rates 

Ample Parking 

Now with free wifi  

 

  ALL EVENTS CATERED FOR 
 

 Call  
 SARAH on     7     

ROUNDABOUT DEADLINE:  
 

Community News, Articles, and Events  
are published (free of charge) in any edition, but must  be 
received by the Editors no later than the 13th of the month 

WHITEGATES JOINERY 

BESPOKE JOINERY SPECIALISTS 

KITCHENS, STAIRS, DOORS, SLIDING SASH WINDOWS, 

CONSERVATION WORK 
FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE CALL ROGER 

01837 851720 / 07887731197 

EMAIL whitegates05@yahoo.com 
                                 Practical Wood Working Lessons Available 

ROUNDABOUT Page 22 

 
 Incorporating 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Your Local Family Run Residential Sales &  
Lettings Agent 

 

With Branches in Winkleigh, Okehampton & 
Holsworthy 

 

Feel free to call into one of our branches  
or contact us for a FREE no-obligation Valuation 

of your Property 
 

Winkleigh: 01837 83393 

Okehampton: 01837 55755 

Holsworthy: 01409 253946 

 

E: info@howesestates.co.uk: W: 
www.howesestates.co.uk 

E: enquiries@purelettingsdevon.co.uk W: 
www.purelettingsdevon.co.uk 



MOBILE LIBRARY 
 

 
THURSDAY  monthly 
 
September 27th 
 

 BOW       Village Hall 
 
 15:35 to 16:05  

 
 BELSTONE CORNER    The Beeches 
 
 16:20 to 16:40 
 
 
     FRIDAY  monthly 
 
     September 14th 
  
 NORTH TAWTON     The Square 
  
 09:45 to 11:15 
 

BONDLEIGH          Old School 

13:55 to 14:15 
 
 

SATURDAY monthly 
 
 September 1st / 29th 

 
NORTH TAWTON           The Square 

10:00 to 12:00 
 
Library Membership is FREE. 
Join at any age - no lower age limit  
(toddlers can join!). 

 

 

Okehampton & District Local History Society 

 

Wednesday September 12that 7.30 p.m. 
 

Ockment Community Centre, 

North St. 

Okehampton 
 

“The Bidlakes of Bridestowe” 
 

Elly Babbedge 
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Bondleigh Rainfall 
 
The dry weather continues! July was not as dry as June with 
rainfall of 23.4mm, however nearly half of this fell on the 
first day of the month.  
Rainfall so far this year is 482.7mm compared to 471.9mm 
in the same period last year.      
     Danny Semorad 

 
Okehampton U3A 

University of the Third Age 
 

The September meeting will take place at the  
Ockment Centre, North Street at 

2.30 p.m. on Thursday 27th September. 
 

There will be a talk entitled 

Coincidences in Pre-History 
by 

John Christian 
Is there a connection between:- 

The Egyptian Pyramids and Stonehenge, 
The Tolven Stone on the Teign and a light bulb, 

“Grey Wethers”, the great henge of Avebury and the 
Moon, 

Kestor Rock and earth mounds in Ohio, 
The Moon and Lake Titicaca, 
Sticklepath and Woodhenge? 

A lighthearted look at apparent coincidences in  
pre-history 

But are they Coincidences? 
 

We meet at the Ockment Centre, North Street,  
Okehampton, EX20 1AR at 2.30 p.m..    
Okehampton U3A welcomes new or prospective 
members, who will receive a warm welcome.   The 
only requirement is that members are not in full time 
employment.  More information can be found 
at  www.u3asites.org.uk/okehampton . If you would 
rather turn up and introduce yourself that’s fine too.   

 
LAKEWAY UNITED CHURCH 

NORTH TAWTON 
 

Harvest Thanksgiving 
 

SUNDAY 16th SEPTEMBER 2018 at 3 p.m. 
Speaker Vicky Brown 

followed by T.A.P. (Tea & Praise) 
 

MONDAY 17th SEPTEMBER at 7 p.m. 
Short service with Rev’d Liz Singleton 

followed by 
supper and sale of produce 

(Proceeds from sale to Tear Fund) 
 

Supper tickets £5 available from  
Rose Dadds (82130) or members. 

 
All welcome. 

http://www.u3asites.org.uk/okehampton
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Reflexology and Reiki Healing. 
 Relaxing and therapeutic treatments to 
help reduce stress, assist recovery from  
illness, and improve general health and  

well-being. 
  

Jacquie Kenny MAR. 01837 851793.  

 

 

ELECTRICAL SERVICES 

All Electrical Work Undertaken 
Domestic, Industrial, Commercial  

& Agricultural Installations 
Compliant to Part P Building Regulations 

Fully qualified tradesman 

Over 30 Years Experience  
 

24 HOUR EMERGENCY  
CALL OUT 

 
Tel.01363 881002  

Mob.07710 673270 
 

www.tuxelectrical.co.uk  
  EMAIL: karltucker@tiscali.co.uk   

Jenny Rock 

 Rock Solid Book-Keeping Solutions                    
Creating Order from Chaos! 

 

Friendly, helpful advice for small businesses 
Part-time, one-off and temporary contracts 

 

CIMA Diploma Management Accounting 
AAT Level 4, IABK Part II  

20+ years experience 

 

Winkleigh, Devon 
M: 07743 683756 

Email:  rocksolidbookkeeping18@gmail.com 

Dog Walker and Sitter 
 

Anytime 
 

References and insurance 
Reasonable rates 

 

Please contact Steve 
Home: 01837 849265   
Mobile: 07733 087983 

 
Hare cottage Beauty and Massage Studio 
 
Offering a variety of beauty treatments  
including; 
 
Facials 
Sports massage 
Deep tissue massage  
Hot stone massage 
Bamboo massage 
Swedish massage 
Aromatherapy massage 
Signature massage including stretches  
 
I am a  fully  qualified beauty/massage/sports/
spa therapist, with 5* experience in top spas. 
For any enquiries or to book an appointment 
please contact Julie on 
07709488835 

http://www.tuxelectrical.co.uk
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St James’ Church, Bondleigh 
 

Harvest  Flower Festival  
Weekend 

 
Friday, 14th September at 2 p.m. and   

closing with the Harvest Festival Service  
on Sunday, 16th September at 3 p.m. 

 
Saturday, 15th September at 7 p.m. 

enjoy an evening with Mariners Away  
(Cheese, biscuits and wine will be served) 

Tickets £8.00 
 Please call   Danny & Jane Semorad   01837 82319 
  Graham & Caroline Stokes   01837 82240  
 

Flower Festival 
  Free entry (donations would be appreciated)  

Refreshments available 
 

 
(In aid of Devon Historic Churches Trust who have  
offered generous support to our Heating & Lighting 
project) 

.NO EAR SPLITTING BEAT AND ROCK 
JUST HARMONY SINGING OF  

THE HIGHEST QUALITY 

Tedburn St. Mary Community Choir 
perform all this lot and more: 

 
BOHEMIANRHAPSODYBARBARAANNBRIDGE-
OVERTROUBLEDWATERCABARETLETSFACET
HEMUSICANDDANCETHEWINNERTAKESALLS
LOOPJOHNBMACKTHEKNIFETELLMEITSNOT
TRUEALLIASKOFYOUAQUARIUSLETTHESUNS
HINEINBEATLESMEDLEYAFRICANEVERENOU
GHIRISHBLESSINGANGELSFIELDSOFGOLDON

EVOICETEARSINHEAVEN 
MYHEARTWILLGOON and…………… LOTS 

MORE !!  
On 

FRIDAY 19th OCTOBER 
 

 @ 7.30pm in Sampford Courtenay  
Village Hall 

Tickets £5 from the New Inn or Ring 851659 
And wash it all down with drinks from the bar 

FRIENDS OF NORTH TAWTON SURGERY 
COFFEE MORNING 

 
North Tawton Town Hall 

 
Saturday 8th September 

10 - 11.30 a.m. 
Mug of  Tea or Coffee with biscuits or a slice of 

cake. 
Draw and all the usual stalls. 

Chicken Raffle 
Table tops £5 

 
Contact Lorna on 01837 82723 
Please support your Surgery!!! 

 

Sampford Courtenay Village Hall 

 

Presents local six piece band 

 

DIVING FOR PEARLS 

 

on 

Saturday 29th September 2018 

at 

7.30 p.m. 

 

An eclectic mix of blues, rock and funk,  

promises to be a great night out! 

 

Bar available 

 

Tickets £8.00 

 

Available from Nicky 01837 880300 

      The New Inn 

       or on the door 

 

Proceeds to Village Hall Funds 

Friends of North Tawton Surgery 
 

Quiz Night 
 

Thursday 18th October 
in the Town Hall 

7 p.m. for 7.30 p.m. 
£2 per person 

Teams up to five people 
 

All funds for North Tawton Surgery 
Please support your local surgery 
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YOGAJEANIE   
 
A gentle yoga class for all abilities. 
Ideal for those new to yoga and  
improvers. The class will focus on 
breathing practice, basic yoga poses 
and relaxation time. We will stretch 
and move to music. Leave feeling 
chilled,  having worked your body 
in a safe and enjoyable way. 
 
Sampford Courtenay Village Hall  
Tuesday 6 - 7pm 
Wellness Centre above Toast café in 
Okehampton 
Tuesday 9 - 10am 
Friday   9 -10am 
Follygate and Inwardleigh Parish 
hall 
Wednesday 6.30 -7.30pm 
£5 drop in. 
Contact me for more information 
Jeanharris50@hotmail.com 
07929278788 

mailto:Jeanharris50@hotmail.com
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       Come and join us for tea/coffee, cake  
          and a chat 
        Fortnightly on Tuesdays 
 
         Drop in anytime between 
         10.30 a.m. - 12.30 p.m. 
       In the Mortimer Room, St. Peter’s Church 
 

Tuesday Chat is for anyone free in the daytime looking to meet up with 
old friends and make new ones.  Free of charge.  If you need transport  

we will arrange for someone to collect you. 
For more information contact 

Carol Flowers 
01837 851841 

Dates: 
11th September, 25th September 

 
You may have noticed a colour variation in the cover 
of this month’s “Roundabout”. 
We were advised last year that Easyprint, which has 
produced the magazine for many years, would be  
unable to continue after this summer.  We are grateful 
for all that Easyprint has done to produce the  
magazine and we hope for as long an association with 
Ink Print of Okehampton, which produces its first  
edition for us this month.  The cover colour may have 
changed but the contents will continue  in the form 
which has evolved over the past 25years and more. 
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Logs for Sale 
        

 Barn Stored 

   
Various loads available 

  

   

   For more information call Chris Dunn on: 
01837 682942 or 07980 592509 

 
Steve Tickner  

 

Complete Carpet Cleaning 
 

 t. 01837 682939 m. 07564 236111 
or email. okehamptoncleaning@gmail.com 

 
Call today for a quote.  Friendly service 

Fully Insured 

Robinson Plant Ltd 
www.robinsonplant.co.uk 

 

A family firm with over 30 years 
experience 

 

All aspects of earthworks, groundworks and 
hard landscaping undertaken  

including: 
 

Site Excavation and Concreting 
Foundations and Driveways 

Sewers, Septic Tanks and Treatment Plants 
Stone walling and Paving 

Land Drainage and Ponds & Lakes 
Riding Arenas and Gallops 

No job too big or small 

 

Office: 01837 89065 
Mobile: 07909 998945 

Email: info@robinsonplant.co.uk 

http://www.robinsonplant.co.uk
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Advance announcement 

Are you interested in coming on 

this proposed trip? 
 

In the footsteps of paul 
 

   A 10-day pilgrimage   

 Visiting Greece In 2020   
 

Led by 

Revd Rita Bullworthy 

Revd Harriet Every 
 

Visiting Places so familiar from 

the New Testament including  

Thessaloniki, Philippi and  

Corinth 
 

Added to this is the opportunity 

to see some of the best classical 

sites like Delphi & Athens 
 

To register an interest in this  

proposed tour please contact  
 

Rita Bullworthy on: 01837 89168 

 
St. Andrew’s Parish Church,  

Sampford Courtenay 
 

Harvest Festival Service 
 

Friday 28th September at 6.30pm 
followed by 

 

Harvest Supper 
 

Book your place (essential) from: 
Sarah Hanks 01837 851287   

or Malcolm Craig 01837 880118 
 

Adults £7.00         Children £3.00                                               



House Building ∙ Extensions ∙ Conservatories 
Barn Conversion · Brick, Block, Stone Work 

Driveway Paviours ∙ Rendering, Plastering ∙ Patios 
Wall & Floor Tiling ∙ Wood Work all fixings  

 

    IAN RICE Builder 
 

Sunnyridge, Moor View, North  

Devon EX20 2HW 
 

Tel: 0 1 8 3 7 8 2 6 4 6          Mob: 0 7 9 6 7 4 1 8 1 1 0 
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Creative Scapes 
 

If it is in the garden we do it ! 

Artificial Grass – Drainage - Decking - Fencing –  
Gabions – Garden Clearance - Garden Buildings - 

Hedge Cutting - Planting – Patios – Paving –  
Play Equipment – Pruning –Turfing -Walling 

 
Specialists in Full or Part Garden Make-overs 

 
FREE QUOTATIONS + FIXED PRICES 

 
Contact: Neil Coldrick NCH 

Tel: 01837 880305.   
Mobile: 07836 541620. 

Email: creativescapes@btinternet.com 

* Design * Construction * Maintenance 

CARPENTER AND TILER 
 
30 years experience.  Lots of happy customers.  
Fair prices. Free estimates.  
Fast, tidy worker. Reliable. Professionally  
insured. 
Door hanging. Skirting and flooring. Kitchens fitted. 
Repairs. Floor and wall tiling. Wardrobes and  
cupboards made/fitted. 
Photos of my recent work available. 
Contact me, David Hitching, on: 
Land Line: 01837 89109    Mobile: 07871289317 
Email: david.hitching@btinternet.com 
Please leave contact details and a short  
message for a quick response. 

CARAVAN STORAGE  
 NEAR OKEHAMPTON 
10 MINUTES FROM A30  

INDOOR / OUTDOOR  
 

01837 659767    enquires@appledorefarm.com 
Caravans, Motorhomes, Trailer Tents, Cars 

Spaces from £0.72 / Day 
We also offer ‘Store and Stay’ package, so why not join us 
at our 5 star award winning caravan park on the edge of  

north Dartmoor? 
www.appledorepark.co.uk 

 

LINDFIELD PLANTS AND EGGS 

SEE OUR ADVERT ABOVE 

COME VISIT US AND ENTER OUR MONTHLY DRAW  

           NAME :- 

           NUMBER :- 

  MAKE A PURCHASE, PUT THIS COUPON IN MONEY 
 BAG FOR A CHANCE TO WIN. GOOD LUCK        

 

LINDFIELD PLANTS AND EGGS  
CREDITON ROAD, SAMPFORD COURTENAY     

                                                               
 PERENNIALS 1Ltr & 3Ltr NOW IN STOCK 

      POINT OF LAY CHICKEN  
FREE RANGE CHICKEN, GUINEA FOWL & 
BANTAM EGGS       DUCK & QUAIL EGGS 

 
From Okehampton - on left, just after Railway Bridge 
From N.Tawton - on Right just before Railway Bridge 

LOOK FOR THE PLANT AND EGG SIGNS 

01837 880219   07806815558 



 The Whiddon Mission Community 
North Tawton, Bondleigh, Sampford Courtenay, Honeychurch  

Chagford, Gidleigh, Throwleigh, Drewsteignton, South Tawton, Spreyton and Hittisleigh,  

TEAM VICAR: North Tawton                        Rev’d Nick Weldon  (880183)                     npweldon@gmail.com 

          The Rectory, Essington, North Tawton. EX20 2EX 

TEAM RECTOR: Chagford      Rev’d Paul Seaton-Burn (01647 432880)    

          The Rectory, Chagford, TQ13 8BW 

ASSISTANT MINISTER: North Tawton     Rev’d Rita Bullworthy (89168)              ritabullworthy@yahoo.co.uk 

CURATE: Chagford       Rev’d  Dr. Harriet Every (01647 432402)  

 
St. Peter’s North Tawton          Mr. Paul Andrews       (82648)                  Mrs. Rhona Bragg     (82343) 
St. James’ Bondleigh                                  Mr. Danny Semorad    (82319)                  Mr. Graham Stokes   (82240)                                                                                   
St. Andrew’s Sampford Courtenay             Mr. Malcolm Craig     (880118)                Mrs. Sarah Hanks      (851287) 
St. Mary’s Honeychurch                             Mr. Ray Squire           (851627)                Mr. Richard Weeks   (851269) 
    (All numbers are 01837 numbers unless otherwise stated) 

SERVICES at St. Andrew’s Church 

S a m p f o rd C o u r t e n ay 
 

1st Sunday 9.30 a.m. Morning Worship 
 

2nd Sunday     9.30 a.m.    Parish Communion  
      BCP 
3rd Sunday 6.30 p.m. Evensong 

 
4th Sunday 9.30 a.m. Parish Communion  
    BCP 

5th Sunday 9.30 a.m. Parish Communion 
     Common Worship 

SERVICES at St. Peter’s Church 

N o r t h Taw to n 
 

1st Sunday              11 a.m. Morning Worship 
 
2nd Sunday             11 a.m. Informal Communion 
                                6.30 p.m. Evensong (Apr - Oct) 
 
3rd Sunday              11 a.m. All-age Worship 
 
4th Sunday              Traditional Communion 
 
5th Sunday              Informal Communion 
 
      Provision for children at all 11 a.m. services 
     Sunday Club 1st, 2nd, 4th and 5th  Sundays 

 SERVICES at St. James’ Church 
B o n d l e i g h 

 
1st Sunday 9.30 a.m. Holy Communion 

 
3rd Sunday 9.30 a.m. Holy Communion 

SERVICE at St. Mary’s Church 

H o n eyc h u rc h 
 

1st Sunday of the month at 3 p.m. 

 
Evensong and Holy Communion 

 
Lakeway United Church   

North Tawton 
  Methodist / United Reformed 

 
Circuit Minister    Rev’d Liz Singleton (52302)  
      (Mob. 07450 676936) 
Elder & Secretary   Mrs. Rose Dadds (82130) 
Asst. Secretary         Mrs. Jean Boardman (82159)  
 

 Sunday Morning Worship at 11 a.m. 

QUAKERS meet at Castle Ham Lodge 
 
  Castle Road, Okehampton 

Sundays at 10.30 a.m. 

All visitors welcome 

North Street Chapel North Tawton 
  Previously Gospel Hall 
 
  Mr. C. Milton (82708) 

 
1st Sunday  11 a.m. Family Service 

 6.30 p.m. Evening Service 
 

Other Sundays  11 a.m. Morning Service 
Communion 

 6.30 p.m. Evening Service 
 

Sunday  10.30 a.m. Prayer Meeting 
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ORTHODOX CHURCH 
Devon Parish of Holy Prophet Elias 

For details of services contact 
Celia or Martin Olsson (82796)  

mailto:npweldon@gmail.com
mailto:ritabullworthy@yahoo.co.uk
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ATD Painting & Decorating Services 

• Interior & Exterior Painting 

• Wallpapering 

• Tiling 

• Any type of DIY job undertaken 

Call Tony for a FREE no obligation quote: 

01837  82717  or 07969   
Tony Jelley - 37 High Street, North  

SM Plumbing & Heating 
Stuart  

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 
 

Contact me on 
07738 759606  or  01837 880067 

 
No.519960         stuartmoffat2@h otmail.com 

4, Park Houses, North Tawton 

 EX20 2DX 

BESPOKE HATS,  
FASCINATORS  

& BAGS 
Beautiful hand crafted accessories made to                 

    compliment any outfit for those special occasions. 
Made to order 

                  For more information please contact Rachel Dunn 
on 

                     01837 682942 / 07779513204 
Please visit my website at www.alldunnup.co.uk 

 or my facebook page at www.facebook.com/alldunnup2015  

mailto:stuartmoffat2@hotmail.com
http://www.alldunnup.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/alldunnup2015


ANYONE WISHING TO PLACE A COMMERCIAL   

ADVERTISEMENT IN “ROUNDABOUT” IS  

INVITED TO CONTACT THE EDITORS FOR  

DETAILS OF ADVERTISING RATES. 

 
“Roundabout” is printed by 

Ink  Print 
3 Station Road 

Okehampton EX20 1DY 

The Benefice Choir 

Under the direction of 
 

Roger Cleverdon 
 

Available to sing at 

WEDDINGS · BAPTISMS· FUNERALS 

Roger Cleverdon         01837 810320 
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NORTH  

YOUTH & COMMUNITY 

Bookings: Steve Blood 01837 82785 

 
POLICE   

PHONE   

 

NORTH TAWTON TOWN  

Bookings: Annette 01837 880054 

Secretary: Lin  01837 880031 

 
NORTH STREET CHAPEL  

SEWING CLUB 
(also knitting, crochet, cross stitch etc.) 

Come and join us from           
7 p.m. 

      £2 including refreshments 
For further information contact 

                 Charlotte Sampson 07706 942901 or  
  charlotte.sampson22@gmail.com 

 
No Meeting in  September 

FROM THE R  
 

 
Weddings 
 
Saturday 28th July  Connor SANDERS and Katie SALTER   St. Peter’s, North Tawton 
Saturday 4th August  Ben GULLEYand Melissa CANN   St. Peter’s, North Tawton 
 

Funeral 
 

Friday 27th July   Ethel Ivy PADDEN     St. Peter’s, North Tawton 
 
 
 

Be Still 
A short informal monthly service of themed  

prayers, reflections & readings and creating space 
to dwell in the presence of God 

 
St. Andrew’s Church,  Sampford Courtenay 

Fourth Thursdays at 10 a.m. 
 

The next one will be on:           
Thursday 27th September 

 

CREATE & CRAFT 
 

North Street Chapel 
 

1st Saturday of the month 
2 - 4.30 p.m. 

 

£3 includes refreshments 
 

New members welcome 
 

Next meeting September 1st 

mailto:charlotte.sampson22@gmail.com


 

Angels Hair Salon 
 

Hair in the  Square ·  01837 82430 
 

Modern Unisex Hair Salon 
 

• Official Suppliers of Tigi Hair products 
•        Modern salon with the most up to date  

• Free to join Reward Scheme 

• Cosmetics for sale at below high street prices 

• Exclusive salon hire available for private  
 

Tuesdays  -  Wednesdays  -  Thursdays  -  Fridays 
9 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. 

Saturdays 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

 
11 The Square, North Tawton, EX20 2JD 

 
Church Flowers & Brass 
 
 

  Sampford Courtenay 

 

 Sept    Rosemary Lowe 

 Oct    Sarah Hanks 

 

 
Honeychurch 

 

 Sept    C. Weeks 

 Oct    S.Svedang 

 

 

        Bondleigh 
 
Sept 2nd   Trish Peters 
Sept 9th / 16th   Jill Wilson 
       (Sept 16th Harvest Festival) 
Sept 23rd / 30th          Margaret Bridgman  
         & Christine Tenholter 
Oct  7th / 14th  Jacqui Bourne 
Oct 21st / 28th  Bridget Higgs 
 
North Tawton  
 
Flowers 
 
Sept 2nd    Wedding Flowers 
Sept 9th / 16th  Margaret Arscott 
Sept 23rd / 30th  Celia Boughton 
Oct 7th / 14th   Harvest Flowers  
     (all helpers please) 
Oct 21st   Harvest Flowers 
Oct 28th   Grace Hayman 
 
Brass  
 
Sept    Sandra Delve 
Oct    Joan Nicholls  
 
   ************** 
 
We are always in need of more people to 
help with the brass cleaning and the flowers 
    at St. Peters. 
 
You do not need to be an expert flower  
arranger so, if you would like to have a try,  
please contact Kay Webber (01837 82787)  

or Jo Fear (01837 82553) 
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C H Jones & Son 
 

Artist Blacksmiths &  
Fabricators 

 
Tim & Oliver Bramston 

www.devonblacksmiths-fabricators.uk 
 

1 The Square, North Tawton, EX20 2EW 
Tel:  01837 82237 or 07971170794 



 
ANDREW THOMPSON CARPENTRY 

 
Fitted Cupboards, Floors, Kitchens 

All General Carpentry 
No job too small 

 
Reliable and Efficient      Free Estimates 

 
The Cottage, Bouchiers Hill, North Tawton 

Tel:  01837 82537  Mobile:  07950 373  

BARRY WARE  
Professional Painting and Decorating Service, 

Interior and Exterior 
  References Provided 
  6 Church Meadow 
Okehampton EX20 1LP 

 

Tel:  01837 659958          Mob: 07974  
Email: barrydecorators@hotmail.co.uk 

Septic Tanks Emptied 

P h o n e :   0 1 8 0 5 6 0 1 2 8 6 

Mobile:  07831 241531 

Leave a message and we will return your call 

 or email:  p eter@p eter h earnw aste.co.u k 
Small Lorry Now  

PETER HEARN HAULAGE LTD
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Now is the time to get your 

chimney swept 
 

For a friendly, clean and efficient 
service call us free on 

 

0800 2982 595 
info@ellissweeps.co.uk 

 

PURE GREEN 
  

For all Estate Maintenance,  
Construction and Repair Requirements. 
Boundaries, Buildings, Equine & Animal  
Husbandry, Gardens/Hard Landscaping,  

Trees & Woodland, Machinery  
Reliable service in all rural skills. 

Ed 07956 026511 
         puregreenruralservices@hotmail.com 

mailto:barrydecorators@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:peter@peterhearnwaste.co.uk
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