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Weirford House Bed and Breakfast  

 
in picturesque Sampford Courtenay 

 
four acre garden with wonderful views - 

- Garden Barn with en-suite, sitting room & kitchen - 

 
Avril and Mike Flanagan - 01837 89132 
See our website for full details and pictures 

www.weirfordhouse.co.uk    avril@weirfordhouse.co.uk 

 

C. J. Steer & Sons Ltd 
Funeral Directors 

Est 1969 
 

24 hour Service  
All Facilities 

 
Homefield, Station Road, Bow 

 

Tel: 01363 82414       Mobile: 07785 540248 

 
Established 1922 

C. Burrows & Son 
(J. J. Burrows) 

Funeral Directors 
A Caring Family Firm 
Personal Supervision 

Any Distance—Any Time 
Tel: 01363 83258          Mobile: 07803 142357 

Coldridge, Crediton, Devon  

  

FORE STREET GARAGE 

( Proprietor: Kevin Hodge) 
Fore Street, North Tawton 

Tel: 01837 82006 

M.O.T. TESTING STATION 
Servicing and Repairs to all makes and models 

Competitive Rates            Fully Qualified Mechanic 
GoodGarageScheme.com 

( Registered Member ) 

Courtenay Kennels 
 

Little Green Slade, Sampford Courtenay, Okehampton 

Licensed Dog Boarding Kennels 

Individual kennels and runs, Central Heating 
Walks in 5 acres of grounds 
All kinds of diets catered for 

Telephone or Fax  01837 82298 
Mobile 07952 225048 

www.courtenaykennels.co.uk 
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NICHOLS NYMET HOUSE 

 
MANOR HOUSE BED AND BREAKFAST  

& SELF CATERING COTTAGES  
www.devonbedandbreakfast.co.uk  

email mandpgoodman@outlook.com 

Tel 01837 82626 
 

For all your accommodation requirements –  
When family and friends come to stay use us as guest rooms. 

 Peaceful location 1.5 miles from North Tawton 
WITH WONDERFUL VIEWS 

We offer three large bedrooms all with  
en-suite bathrooms including a family suite  

for up to 5.  
Full English Breakfast using finest produce. 

Rates from £40 per person per night –  
Children half price. 

 
Also we can offer Self Catering Cottages available on a 

weekly basis. 
Please see our Trip advisor reviews and Facebook pages. 

http://www.weirfordhouse.co.uk
http://www.devonbedandbreakfast.co.uk/
mailto:mandpgoodman@outlook.com


From The Rectory 

 
Do not be conformed 
 
Our lives are shaped powerfully by the stories that are 
unfolding around us. Those stories might be very local 
and personal to our situations. For example, my life is 
profoundly and unavoidably shaped by the ups and 
downs of family life and school life as Jane and I raise 
three children in this close-knit community. This is the 
lens through which we view life here at the moment, and 
many of you will inhabit a similar narrative. If we were 
older and the children had flown the nest, the immediate 
story we would be living would be rather different. But 
there are also stories that shape us from afar, and to one 
degree or another these will affect how we choose to live 
our everyday lives too.  
 
Dominant in anyone’s life is the narrative into which we 
were born and raised. Despite having left my parent’s 
home over 20 years ago, I continue to feel their influence 
acutely, especially in the way I engage with my children. 
Fortunately for me (and for them) my childhood was 
largely a very happy one, and so the way I was raised is 
having a positive affect on my children – I think. I guess 
you should ask them in about 20 years time!  
 
Other stories that shape us from afar lie out there in the 
wider culture in which we exist. At the end of this second 
decade of the 21st century there are several dominant 
secular narratives currently at play, and they compete for 
our attention as we each pick and mix the way we think 
we should live our lives. Let’s name a few of them. One is 
that our identity should not be fixed by social constructs 
such as gender. Another is that metropolitan elites  
control the country by holding political and/or  
commercial power, and therefore they cannot be  
trusted. (This one has hugely influenced the on-going 
Brexit debate). Other dominant public narratives at the 
moment include popular feminism, and the rise of the 
Me Too movement. (I think I needed a hashtag there, but 
interestingly my not quite 10 year old iMac keypad 
doesn’t have a hashtag key! Well, that just shows how 
recent the influence of social media is, and yet how  
dominant it now is. Ten years ago the button didn’t even 
exist!). All of the narratives above and many other preva-
lent ones today could be bracketed under the so-called 
secular holy trinity of equality, diversity and human 
rights.   
 
Followers of Jesus are called to positive cultural  
engagement. Indeed, unsurprisingly some of the  
narratives above have their roots in a Christian  
world-view. Women’s Suffrage in the early 20th century  

 
 
 
and the campaign for the abolition of slavery in the early 
19th century, both of which were championed by  
Christians, have given rise to the inclusion agenda of  
today. But so beguiling are many of the narratives playing 
out today, that we can find ourselves adopting them  
almost without thinking. 
 
The Christian is called to positive cultural engagement, 
but we are also called, as the Apostle Paul writes, to “not 
be conformed to the pattern of this world, but be  
transformed by the renewing of your mind.” I think that’s 
a good Bible verse to meditate on at the start of 2019 
with its spaghetti junction of competing narratives. The 
verse could be paraphrased as… refuse to allow the  
dominant cultural narratives to have the last word in 
your heart and life. Or as one commentator has written, 
“don’t let the world around you squeeze you into its own 
mould, but let God remould your mind from within.” I 
like that.  
 
We will all have to make up our minds as to which stories 
we will inhabit in the year ahead. I guess that is what I 
am angling for… that we make up our minds about that, 
and don’t just get swept along with the cultural tide. For 
the most part, we will all just have to get on with what is 
most pressing in our lives at the moment. For me, like 
many of you, that will be a mixture of work-life and  
family-life with not much time left over for other things. 
But I am keenly aware that there are a series of big  
stories out there in the wider culture at the moment that 
will affect how I engage in the small story of my life. 
Some of them are right and good, at least in part, some 
of them I suspect I should be more suspicious of, because 
their influence on me and my household may be a lot 
more destructive than I care to imagine.  
 
Overall, in the year ahead, I’m looking forward to further 
immersing myself in God’s great story of redemption. 
That, for me, is the great lens through which all reality 
comes into proper focus. So far, it has never been  
anything less than thrilling to me. It captures the heart, 
fills the imagination and drives me forward. I hope you 
feel the same, or at least will give it some thought if you 
don’t.    
 
 
Rev’d Nick Weldon (Vicar) 
01837 880183 
npweldon@gmail.com  
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Roundabout 
 

 is published for the community on  
behalf of the four parish churches of North Tawton, 
Sampford Courtenay, Bondleigh and Honeychurch. 

 
Opinions expressed by contributors are their own and are 

not necessarily endorsed by the Vicar, by the PCC,  
members of the four churches, or by the Editors. 

 
Contributions should be sent to 
Hilary and Richard Edwards, 

Shellsley, 
Exeter Street, 

      North Tawton, 
EX20 2BZ 

 (tel. 01837 82376) 
 

     E mail: nt.roundabout@gmail.com  
no later than13th of the month before publication  

is required (and earlier, if possible) 
 

New advertisers are always welcome. 
Advertisements can be arranged for shorter periods than 

one year or for single editions. 
 

Visit Roundabout on its own website: 
www.northtawtonroundabout.com 

(There are also links online via the websites of the  
North Tawton Town Council and the  

 Sampford Courtenay Village Council). 
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Remembered a century on,   
casualties of the Great War. 
 
 
There were no casualties in this 
month in 1919 
 

 
 
 
 

The food bank remains open. Please continue to  
remember those who need help via the Food Bank box        
(above) in St. Peter’s Church porch.            Thank you. 

Nearly 29 years ago, the first issue of Roundabout appeared.  
The Editor , Edna Eglington, operated from  9 North Street and 
we reproduce here her first editorial: 
 
WELCOME to ROUNDABOUT - The magazine that is for 
everybody roundabout North Tawton, Bondleigh, Sampford 
Courtenay and Honeychurch.  It will be delivered each month 
free to every household in these four parishes.  We hope it will 
be enjoyed by all and will prove to be useful in getting to know 
each other. 
 
This is not just a church magazine  - though the churches are all 
co-operating  - it is for the whole community, and we hope that 
secretaries of organisations round-about will send us reports of 
their meetings, advance notice of their programmes and events, 
and perhaps persuade their members to contribute articles on 
matters that interest them. 
 
We should like to hear from any of you who have some special 
knowledge to share, or perhaps can tell us something you  
remember from the past.  We shall be open to  most subjects but 
strictly non political. 
 
Many thanks to all those who are making this venture possible:  
our Rector, Tony Gibson, who started the ball rolling, Lyn  
Gibson for the cover pictures, Geoffrey Preece, for bringing in 
the advertisers, the advertisers themselves for their support, the 
gallant band of volunteers distributing the magazine and  
Express Foods of North Tawton for production of the covers. 
Material for the October issue should reach me by Monday 17th 
September and I look forward to hearing from you. 
 
The names and the copy date have changed, but otherwise the         
aspirations of the first edition remain the same today. 

mailto:nt.roundabout@gmail.com


Muriel 
PICTURE FRAMING 

 
 Photographs ·  Paintings ·  

Certificates ·  
Conservation Standards Available 

A wide selection of mouldings  
for your personal choice 

North Tawton Tel: 01837 82626 
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Deborah Taylor 
Registered Childminder 

 

 
 

 

 
Churchward 

     Sampford Courtenay 
01837 82743 

NEIL SQUANCE GARDEN 

MAINTENANCE 

 
 

 
Tel 01837 83665 

 
Mob 07799  

 

                       TONY DAY 
 

         Heating and Plumbing 
 

 
Main and LPG Gas 

Gas Safe Registered 

 

01837 83702     07773 966201 

Reg No 191548 

Kevin 

     Osborne 
   Aerials & Satellite 
   City & Guilds NVQ 
 

0 1 3 6 3 7 7 7 1 9 0        0 7 8 4 1 6 4 4 3 9 5 
Aerial Upgrades ∙ All aspects of Installation and 

Discreet Installation ∙ Extra TV Points ∙ Existing Aerial 
Satellite Problems Resolved ∙ DAB Radio  

Free Advice ∙ Free Quotation Service ∙ Free Signal  

KEVIN RICE 
FULLY QUALIFIED BUILDER & DECORATOR 

With 40 years experience in and around North Tawton. 

 
All aspects of building work from small repairs to 

new builds undertaken by a local tradesman who cares 
about quality and personal service. 

Contact Kevin 

Mobile:  07749 674357      Tel: 01837 82985 

BROADBURY LANDCARE 
 

All aspects of Garden Maintenance  

and Landscaping 
 

Andrew Barton 07532 216216 
 

Fully Qualified Fully Insured 
Free Estimates 

   
Older Property Building Surveys 

• Thatched or slate properties built of Cob or Stone. 

• Custom Thatched Roof Surveys. 

• Weekend "Hands on" Thatching Courses. 
 

Master Thatcher and Residential Property Surveyor 
www.thatchedhomeinspector.co.uk                
Ring Charles on  01647 231 706 or 

07771512670 
Holland Park Farm, South Tawton, 

Okehampton. EX20 2PP 

Gardening Etcetera 

Your local Gardener and Handyman 

No job too small 

Specialist in edible gardens as well as low     
 maintenance garden design and management 

 
 

Please call 07729 274698 or email 

  gardening.etcetera@gmail.com 



 

 
Update on the North Tawton Neighbourhood Plan 
 
Following the conclusion of the consultation process, the Neighbourhood Plan development group collated 
and analysed all the comments received and amended the plan accordingly. This included extensive  
discussions with West Devon Borough Council who made a number of recommended amendments to the 
draft plan, most significantly the inclusion of allocated sites. This process inevitably took longer than  
anticipated. 
 
A number of documents have been submitted to West Devon Borough Council for the next stage of the 
process. These include the latest version of the Plan, plus relevant maps and appendices; a Statement of 
Consultation; a Basic Conditions Statement which demonstrates that we have followed all the appropriate 
stages of the neighbourhood planning process. (all are available on the NTTC website). 
 
On completion of the final consultation and receipt of these Submission Documents, WDBC must  
publicise them on their website and in any other appropriate manner to bring the information to the  
attention of all stakeholders (people who live, work or carry on business in the Neighbourhood Plan area) 
as well as notifying all consultee bodies involved in the Second Public Consultation. They must allow a 
period of at least 6 weeks for any representations on the proposals to be received. We anticipate this should 
be in February/March. 
 
Following this process will be the Official Examination of the Plan where WDBC will appoint a person, 
the ‘Independent Examiner’, to carry out an independent examination of the Neighbourhood Plan.  
 
When the Neighbourhood Plan is satisfactory, after making any necessary modifications, WDBC will  
arrange for The Referendum to take place. This will be organised by the elections unit and the local  
authority is required to publish information about the Neighbourhood Plan. They are required to give  
notice that a referendum is taking place and the date of the poll.  
We will of course continue to keep you informed of progress and the date of the forthcoming referendum - 
we thank you for your patience! 
 
Cllr Jean Trewhitt, Chair of the Neighbourhood plan Development Group 

 
Sarah Say, Acting Town Clerk. 
North Tawton Town Council 
14a The Square, North Tawton, EX20 2EP         Tel: 01837 880121   
e-mail: northtawton.towncouncil@yahoo.co.uk 
 http://www.northtawtontowncouncil.co.uk/ 
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Do you have a daughter aged 5 + ?  If so, Girlguiding has four active groups in  
North Tawton she can belong to  
Rainbows age 5 – 7 meet Wednesday 4.15 – 5.15 in the top room of the Town Hall: contact Laura 07590 
309430 
Brownies age 7 – 10  meet Monday 3.45 - 5.30 in the top room of the Town Hall: contact Annette 01837 
880054 
Guides age 10 – 14 meet Monday 6.30 – 8.30 in the Mortimore Room in the church: contact Jane 01837 
89160Rangers age 14+ meet alternate Thursdays  7.00 – 9.00 : contact Jennifer 01837 82752 
Or go onto the website and you can register your daughter on there using this address -    
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-for-parents/register-your-daughter 

mailto:northtawton.towncouncil@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.northtawtontowncouncil.co.uk/
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-for-parents/register-your-daughter
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For experienced, 
local advice you can trust 
T. 01837 52379 
www.peterslaw.co.uk 

1 West Street, Okehampton  

 

 

WINDOWS-DOORS-CONSERVATORIES-JOINERY 

(Covering the whole of Devon) 

HIGH QUALITY PRODUCTS BACKED UP BY OVER 25 YEARS 

EXPERIENCE HELPING CUSTOMERS TO IMPROVE THEIR 

HOMES 

Why not give them a call to see what they can do for you 

and your property........ 

01837 54019 or enquiries@okehamptonglass.com 

www.okehamptonglass.com 

 

 



 
North Tawton Afternoon W.I. 

 
 
Ramblings of a North Tawton W.I. Member 
 
So, did your fairy lights make it through the Festive Frenzy? And did you remember to buy enough indigestion/
heartburn remedy to see you through those moments when you knew you shouldn’t have had that last mince pie/piece 
of Christmas cake but you were trying to make the plate look tidy? Hmmmm. Maybe best not stand on those digital 
scales just yet. Anyway, isn’t Christmas supposed to be the time when you let yourself go and enjoy a bit of  
indulgence? Did you hear that husband? I said a bit. 
Favourite bits of Christmas? Singing Christmas carols in St Peter’s (but why does no one sing “We Three Kings” any-
more? Can I put in a request for next time?)  And our W.I. Christmas party which was fabulous, made even more  
fabulous by the ‘unexpected’ arrival of a jolly little fat bloke dressed in red (forgive me Nigel). Husband’s favourite bit 
consisted of Connect Four, Old Maid, Happy Families, Frustration (remember that one? – the game with the amazing 
‘Pop –o–Matic’) and a very amusing (and messy) new game called ‘Pie Face’ – you need to Google it. 
Let’s pack Christmas away (until at least August) and talk about India. Pam Kemp has visited southern India on  
several occasions and had brought a stunning selection of slides which beautifully enhanced the story of her travels. A 
very potted version as follows: arrived by boat at southern tip – Kerala - and on to the capital – Thiruvananthapuram – 
which is crowded with people and alive with noise, traffic and colour. Went to see the Sree Padmanabhaswamy temple 
(dates back to the 8th century and is considered to be the world’s richest temple). A particular highlight for Pam was a 
visit to the Kochi backwaters – an extensive network of lagoons, lakes, rivers and canals - used by local people for 
agriculture, fishing and transport and a fantastic haven for bird life. A visit to St. Aloysius college chapel revealed an 
incredible ceiling painted by the Italian artist Antonio Moscheni – a must see. A slight pause here to tell us a little 
about the ancient religion of Jainism, the essence of which is concern for the welfare of every being in the universe and 
the health of the universe itself. Jains are incredibly strict vegetarians and live life in a way that minimises their use of 
the world’s resources. 
Back to our tour and a slide depicting Arab dhows – timber sailing vessels – which are handmade and can take up to 
four years to build. Moving on to a trip up the Hooghly river where you will see huge colourful flower markets filled 
with marigolds, roses, jasmine and lotus flowers. And finally, a stop at Sarnath, near Varanasi, a famous Buddhist  
pilgrim spot and where Buddha gave his first sermon.  
Describing her trips as vibrant, noisy, colourful and alive it was clear that Pam carries a huge passion for India, and 
during her hour with us she conveyed that passion with humour and colour in abundance. 
So, you’re probably wondering what North Tawton W.I. is up to in 2019? It’s not as if there’s anything important on 
the country’s agenda – (that was aimed in husband’s direction as he tries to distract himself from B—x-t by pouring 
over the latest seed potato brochure) Well, we hope to be visiting a family run Devon jeweller that started in 1918 and 
is four generations old. We’re off to “An Exclusive Evening with John Lewis” – ( seed spud catalogue swiftly dropped 
in horror as he realises potential economic impact) and we have a winning team entered in the County Quiz (I might 
have got a little ahead of myself there). How about entering the County Whist competition? Husband has asked if  
having Mr Bun, Mrs Bun, Miss Bun AND Master Bun puts him in with a chance.  
And finally, there is a Devon Federation writing competition – members are invited to write “an urgent text  
conversation between two people” using up to 500 characters and including the full meaning of any abbreviations 
used! I suddenly feel very old. However, I will sign off by saying B4N and HAND.                   Sue Knott                                               
(I just Googled a list of text abbreviations) 
Not wishing to confuse any of our readers your editors understand  Mrs Knott’s sign off as “ ‘bye for now” and “have 
a nice day”. 
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HONEYCHURCH 

 
Richard and Raymond, Churchwardens for St. 
Mary’s Church Honeychurch, would like to 
thank everyone who attended / made a donation 
towards the Honeychurch quiz at the end of  
November. The sum of £470 was raised and is a 
fantastic addition to church funds. 
 
It is hoped to hold an inaugural Tractor Run to 
raise funds for St. Andrew’s Church, Sampford 
Courtenay and St. Mary’s Church, Honeychurch 
on May 12th – further details to follow. 

 
WHIST  

AT  
SAMPFORD COURTENAY VILLAGE 

HALL 
 

Forthcoming dates: 
 

 
 

 Monday 4th February 
 

7.00 for 7.30 p.m. 
 

 
 

Monday 4th March 
 

7.00 for 7.30 p.m. 
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We care, watch over & protect 

 
Sampford Courtenay Village Hall 

 
 

Available for Meetings, Weddings, Shows 
and Parties 

 
Recently extended, we can offer a main hall with 
a stage, separate meeting room, vestibule with 

disabled toilet and ample car parking. 
The location handy for our historic village and 

church 
 

Want to book or know more? 
Contact: 

Deborah Taylor-Morris 
Tel: 01837 82743 

  Email: djtaylormorris@gmail.com 
 

 
for details of availability and our  

competitive hire charges 
 

 

 
 
 

Dedicated teams of farm and pets vets 
North Tawton            01837 82327 
Okehampton          01837 658777 
Hatherleigh          01837 810455 

Equus Vets (horses)  01837 214004 
www.northparkvets.co.uk 

  Farm: Emergency, routine, herd health, small holders 
  Pets: Vaccinations, neutering, operations in all  
              surgeries, dentistry, puppy parties 

Amanda’s 
 

Ironing Services 
 

North Tawton 
 

07927 341770 
01837 82025 

  
   regular or occasional services  

  to suit your needs     
  collection/delivery available 

  
  

Give me a call and we can discuss your  
Requirements 

 
 Friendly and efficient service 

Tel: 01837 82271                 W J Morris & 
Sons 

                         

  ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS 

& 

           CONTRACTORS 

                      Established 1953 
 

                     Timber Yard, Sampford Courtenay 
                                    Okehampton EX20 2TB 

 

mailto:djtaylormorris@gmail.com
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Events at Okehampton Library  
 
February 
 
15:45-16.45 Thursday 7th February – Author Visit 
If you enjoy fantasy or a tale that takes you on a 
journey through life this is the book for you.  Come 
along and hear Janet Smith talk about her debut 
book ‘Tony Plumb and the moles of Ellodian’.  This 
book will suit readers aged 9+ through to young 
adults/adults.  Free event - no booking necessary 
 
10:30-11.30 Thursday 21st February – Fidget  
Spinners 
Make and decorate a unique fidget spinner from 
scratch! 
£2 per child - booking essential - suitable for ages 7+ 
 
Regular events 

Adults 

13:30-14:30 Every Tuesday – Knit & Natter  
Bring along your knitting, stitching, crochet or other 
portable project, for a chat withlike-minded crafters.  
Tea and coffee available at 50p a cup. 
 

Children 

Tuesdays 10:00- 10:30 - Bounce & Rhyme for over 1 
year olds 
Free, no booking necessary     
     
Tuesdays 11:00-11:30 - Bounce and Rhyme for  
under 1 year olds 
Free - no booking necessary 

1st Tuesday of the month – Bookworms Book Club 
for ages 7 – 11   
(except Aug/Sept)  15:45 – 16:45      Free   -   no 
booking necessary  

Wednesdays 09:30 – 10:15 - Duplo Builders &  
Storytime for ages 0-5  
Free - no booking necessary 

Saturdays 10:30 – 11:30 Lego Builders for ages 5+    
Free, no booking necessary  

Book Track for ages 6+ during library opening hours.  
Free, ask staff for further details 

 
Children under 8 must be accompanied to all events by a 
responsible adult. 
 
Okehampton Library  
4 North Street 
Okehampton EX20 1AR                          01837 52805  
okehampton.library@librariesunlimited.org.uk 

 

The Guide and Brownie pantomime  
 

Aladdin  
 

will be on  
 

Friday 22nd February at 7.30pm and  
Saturday 23rd February at 2.30pm in the 

Town Hall North Tawton.  
 

Tickets cost adults £6.00  
and child U12 £4.00  

and will be available from  
Angels Hairdressers, North Tawton  

from 1st February.  
 

All seats will be numbered and  
unfortunately tickets cannot be held back.  

Tickets will be available on the door.  
 

Proceeds for Guide and Brownie funds. 

 
 

North Tawton Twinning Association 
QUIZ & PUDDINGS 

FRIDAY 29th March – THE BOWLING CLUB, 
NORTH TAWTON  – 7.30PM 

OPEN TO EVERYONE!! 
Teams of up to 6 persons.  

Cost £5 per person to include puddings; or £2 per person if 
you don’t want to sample the lovely deserts. 

 

 CLUB BAR WILL BE OPEN! 
BOOK A TABLE NOW TO AVOID 

DISAPPOINTMENT! 
 
 

It will be more “Pointless” 
 Than  

“Master Mind” or 
“University Challenge”! 

For more information contact Marion Pratt on 82285 or 
email marion174@btinternet.com 

Merci Beaucoup! 
Just come and enjoy the fun, you don’t have to become 

part of the Twinning 
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One of those to respond to the first editorial in “Roundabout” (see page 5) was the late Dr. Jean Shields 
whose interest in local history was reflected in articles published in the magazine over the years.  Here is one 
of them first published in November 1991: 
 
 
FROM NORTH TAWTON ARCHIVES 
 
As many people already know, the Rector found a number of interesting old documents and books relating to 
North Tawton at the time of the Flower Festival.  These have now been deposited at the County Record  
Office in Exeter, to comply with a Church of England requirement that all documents over one hundred years 
are so deposited.  These books are nearly all in an extremely fragile state, and it is the intention of the C.R.O. 
to microfilm them and make them available on microfiche during the next twelve months.  It was not  
advisable to photocopy them because the light and heat of the copier damages the paper or parchment even 
further.  I made a few extracts before handing them in and in this and subsequent issues will reproduce some 
typical entries. 
 
Extracts from Overseers Rate & Account Book (1744—1756) 
The overseers, two in number, were elected annually and had a wide range of responsibilities, especially if, as 
appears to have been the case in North Tawton, their duties were combined with that of Parish Constable.  
They were required to relieve the poor, sick, the aged, widows, deserted wives and orphans, the unemployed 
and to deal with vagrants.  They were responsible for highways, bridges and watercourses, while the  
constable’s duties included the apprehension of those who broke the law, taking charge of the parish butts 
and  
armour, and keeping watch.  For this onerous task they received expenses only. 
 
(note: the original entries in italics retain the original spelling! Dr. Shields explanatory comments are in  
normal print): 
 
 
17.3.1745 To searching the register at Plimouth for Anne Luxton’s marriage            3/- 
   (If Anne could not prove her marriage and was pregnant, she and  
   her baby might become a charge on the ratepayers) 
17.3.1745 To James Croote for making the turnpikes             7/4 
13.2.1748 To Mr. Christopher Kelland for 30 yards of kersey at 2/4 per yard  £3.10.0 
   (A smooth woollen cloth used for overcoats, in this 
   case presumably for the poor) 
27.3.1748 To Robert Luxton for making a waistcoat and breeches for John Johns        1/6 
21.1.1750 To a poor sailor                  6d 
26.11.1750 To the making of Thomas Hawkins agreement & indentures        4/0 
   (This concerned his apprenticeship to the shoemaker)    
13.1.1752 To the charges of the burial of John Holes          12/- 
19.11.1752 To 5 bibles for the Charity School           12/6 
12.4.1754 To Miriam Hawkins for the maintenance of her base children        8/- 
   (There were frequent payments to Miriam and her offspring) 
12.4.1754 To William Western for killing a badger and one night’s watching      1/6 
24.11.1754 To Mr. Robert Clapp for the loan of a loom for Thomas Howe 
  and money delivered him            4/3 
  (probably the overseers were helping Thomas to set up as a weaver 
24.11.1754 To the expences of convicting John Willcox of prophane swearing           £2.2.6d 
21.9.1756  To the postage of a letter from Honeychurch at Taunton          3d 
   (This may mean Honeychurch the place or the man, as  
   Honeychurch was a common name in North Tawton at 
   this period) 
  
    - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 
Before 1971, the pound in our pocket was divided into 20 parts called shillings, and each shilling divided into 
12 pence.  So convicting John Willcox cost two Pounds, two shillings and sixpence — £2.2.6d. The “d” for 
pence may seem strange nowadays but had remained from Roman times when the coin was called denarius. 
 
Of course, what you could buy for a pound in the 1750’s is not the same as a pound will buy today, but not 
many folk to day would expect to pay less than a pound for a burial, even if it is the cheapest available! 
 
Nor would you expect to buy a bible today for 12.5p! 
   



           
     
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  North Tawton Community Primary School 
 

 
What a fantastic start to the new year! Everyone is back to work with fresh enthusiasm and after the  
Christmas break. We have welcomed two new members of staff to the school: Mrs. Rebecca Budiman and 
Mrs. Hannah Fee have joined the teaching team, making a great start with the pupils in Chestnut and  
Willow Classes.  
We are currently working to improve standards in writing throughout the school to meet, and indeed  
exceed, National Expectations. 
To make sure the children are engaged and interested, the staff at the school are following a wide range of 
interesting topics to encourage a love of reading and writing. In Reception class we are looking at the Polar 
regions and the continents. Chestnut class is off to ‘China’!, Willow class is discovering the wonderful  
contributions made by the Romans, Willow class is studying Innovators, Inventors and Inspirational  
Individuals, and the oldest pupils are learning all about World War II. In order to bring learning to life the 
pupils have trips out and visitors in, and often engage in roleplay activities. A dreadful racket outside my 
office turned out to be a re-enactment of an air raid. This resulted in a superb piece of writing by a Year Six 
pupil who evoked such a real sense of drama and suspense, showing how strongly emotions are  
stimulated with real events. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Could you be one of our inspirational individuals?  
We are looking for people with specialist knowledge and experience to inspire our children and broaden 
their horizons. Please do contact me if you think you can help – you could be the inspiration for our next 
featured writer! 
 
Sunita Chauhan 
 
Head of School 
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WINTER SALE 
All Beds & Mattresses in our Winter Sale with reductions of up to 40% off 

until end of February. 
An additional 5% discount on sale prices with this advert  

 
Proudly handcrafted on Dartmoor using the finest certified Dartmoor wool 
Huge choice of luxury fabrics to choose from for divan bases and headboards. 

Free delivery. 
 

The Dartmoor Bed Company 
4 Moorside Court, Yelverton Business Park, Crapstone, Yelverton, PL20 7PE 

01822 852244 
www.thedartmoorbedcompany.com 
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Jacqueline Bourne 
Nutritional Therapist 

 
Feeling tired ? Do you suffer from persistent  
illness, colds and infections ? Lack energy ?  
Perhaps you're affected by 'hidden hunger'.  

Contact me for a full consultation, nutritional 
deficiency assessment and  a full, personalised 

and detailed nutrition plan. 
 

Tel. 07932 083623 
naturalnutrition2018@outlook.com 

naturalnutrition20.wixsite.com/website 

Sampford Courtenay &  
Honeychurch  

Flower & Veg Show  
Brainstorm Meeting 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fri Mar 22nd 2019 7.30pm at  

Sampford Courtenay Village Hall 

 
• Pick up your seed potato & bucket for 

“Heaviest Crop” Class. 
• Make suggestions for this year’s  
 schedule 
 

This year’s show will be on  

Saturday 24th Aug 2019 

At a moment when a meeting has been called to consider a 
Nanny Knight’s Revel in the near future, it may be of  
interest to read  of an entry in Roundabout dated May 
1991. submitted to the Editor by “W.J” who is described 
as “one of our newer residents in North Tawton”  who 
had written to Roundabout “ regretting the passing of old  
customs…” 
“….In bygone years our patronal festival (St Peter’s Day 
29th June) was celebrated, in the secular sense, by an  
actual “revel”, called “Nanny Knight’s Revel”, which  
usually took place at the “Bark Yards” at the lower end of 
Fore Street.  It was last held sometime in the the 1930’s…. 
This year there will be a festival in North Tawton at St 
Peterstide:  Could the “Revels” be revived?  What has  
happened to the Maypole, the Morris Dancers and all the 
other celebratory groups of one kind or another?  It is not 
good to see old customs languish and die out….  Rogation 
Sunday this year falls on May 5th.  Rogation is that time 
of the churches year when parishes traditionally “ Beat the 
Bounds” at certain salient points the Parish Boundaries 
would be somewhat forcibly impressed upon the choristers 
by one or another of them being bumped on the ground.  
Some parishes “Beat the Bounds” with withies rather  than 
choristers.  But in all cases there was a procession of  
clergy and congregation around the boundaries,  
terminating in a parish tea.  This ceremony has also fallen 
into desuetude here since the 1870’s.  Why cannot it be 
revived?” 
It is curious that “WJ”, described as one of our newer 
residents should have been so knowledgeable about  
something which  took place in the town about 60 years 
before.  Some parishes used the withies to beat the  
choristers rather than the bounds. A custom we can do 
without today. 
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Service 

 
 Free, and for  

  visual   

North  T own  Hall Fo yer   
on  third of each month  from  

to 
01392   
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News from the Castle  

Hi everyone.  
 
Work is whizzing along inside the castle with the team moving all of the precious collection 
as we re-present the castle back to a family home. We are getting ready to paint ceilings, 
repair plaster and un-wrap the various items which have been packed away for the  
duration of the major building restoration work. It seems that every day we get  
reacquainted with an ‘old friend’. We are so excited to share this with you all and for a year 
of doing this work in front of visitors in 2019. 
 
I was so disappointed that the locals’ open day in November was hit by heavy rain and 
wind speeds of over 70 mph. Sadly, we had no choice but to close the site down. I would 
like to invite you to attend a rescheduled date on Wednesday 10 April, 11am – 3pm,  
instead. Just bring either your membership cards or a copy of this publication with you for 
free entry. Hopefully Spring will be kinder! 
 
 
Paula  
Community Engagement Officer, Castle Drogo 
01647 434130, paula.clarke@nationaltrust.org.uk           
           
       

ACE Archaeology Club. 
 
We have spent the winter preparing for the next dig and enjoying walks and most recently 
a day on identifying animal bones with Dr. Wendy Howard. 
We have thousands of finds that need processing, mostly sherds of pottery.  They need to 
have numbers written on them and then details of what, where and when adding to spread 
sheets.  This will be a long job.  If there is anyone out there who has thought they might 
like to get involved but didn’t fancy digging, we could really do with some help.  This can 
even be done in the comfort of your own home, although we do get together from time to 
time so you wouldn’t be completely on your own.  Interested?  Do get in touch though the 
website. 
Our next ACE Saturday is on working with leather, and this is on the 3rd February.  There 
will be a charge for this to cover the cost of the leather.  We hope to make a small  
mediaeval style purse, but up to you! 
Details on the website along with all the other days that are so far arranged; these could 
include walks, a visit to a brewery and an experimental archaeology day. 
Moistown Excavation 
We have also set our dig dates for this year. 
20th the 28th July and then week off to catch up with things and rest. 
Then the 3rd to the 18th August.  All of these dates do depend on the weather so we will 
need some flexibility. 
We would love to see our membership grow so do please get in touch and perhaps come 
along to one of our ACE days to meet us and see what you think. 
 
Erica Williamson 
ACE Archaeology Club secretary 
www.acearchaeologyclub.wordpress.com 
Or contact us on surica47@gmail.com 

http://www.acearchaeologyclub.wordpress.com
mailto:surica47@gmail.com
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Sampford Courtenay Parish Website: 
 
http://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/ 
 

The website is managed by Julie Carpenter 
who can be contacted on  

juliec2911@hotmail.co.uk 
or  

admin@sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk 
or by phone: 

 
   07866 605184 

 

North Tawton Baby and Toddler Group 
 

Little Seedlings Baby and Toddler Group. 
 

North Tawton Primary School Hall  
 

Friday mornings during term time,  
9 a.m. to 11 a.m.  

£2 per family (Everyone is very welcome).  
 

Please see our Facebook page for updates.  

 
The Lady and the Handbag 

 

No, not that lady!  Nor any of her handbags.  This was a handbag handed in to be sold by our  
local group to raise money for Cancer Research UK.  And it was handed in about eighteen 
months ago, so this is a story of perseverance.  One of the sharp-eyed ladies (her name is not to 
be published) who received the handbag had a feeling it might be a bit special.  It had internal 
features not found in your average handbag. Two tiny lights had been fitted – one that shone 
down into the bag to help you find your keys and the other shone through a little window in the 
bag to help you put your key in the door if it was dark. There was a compartment for cigarettes, a 
place to put your lipstick and a bottle of perfume, a built-in mirror and a hidden comb along with 
a little book of instructions detailing everything you needed to know about this very special bag 
(designed by L.F.W. Straeter in the 1950’s) and surely it could only be made of leather.  A trip to 
find an expert in Exeter seemed called for. 
Alas, that gentleman [whose name also had better not be published) proved a bit sniffy and  
dismissive about the bag.  Not leather was his verdict, but our intrepid lady (I remind you that 
her name is not to be published) decided to test its value and risk her anonymity by taking it 
along to the BBC’s “Antiques Road Show”.  (You may have seen the programme and remember 
who the lady was, but please remember her name is not to be published; we don’t want her to sue 
“Roundabout”) 
The BBC’s handbag expert appreciated the bag rather more than the first valuer.  So, the lady 
was emboldened to place the bag in a special auction for handbaggery and such like.  That sale 
has now happened and the handbag went for £110.  The lady’s husband is not on record to say if 
he thinks that is a snip for a handbag or somewhat OTT.  Other blokes will have their views.  But 
our intrepid “Roundabout” reporter (who, after this article also wishes to remain anonymous) has 
persevered for months to bring this happy outcome to your notice – a second example of  
perseverance rewarded. 
 

 

http://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/
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SM Plumbing & Heating 
Stuart  

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 
 

Contact me on 
07738 759606  or  01837 880067 

 
No.519960         stuartmoffat2@h otmail.com 

4, Park Houses, North Tawton 

 EX20 2DX 

 
Taw Va l l ey Dental Care 

 
56 Fore Street 
North Tawton 

EX20 2DT 
 

Telephone: 01837 880096 
 

Oral Health Accessible to All 
 

 

 

     

 

 

 
 

M C Poole 
Digger hire with driver 

Most work undertaken 
Tel: 01837 82947        Mobile: 07970 653827 

 

READING GROUP 
 
 

MEETS last Tuesday MONTHLY 7.30 p.m. 
AT THE NEW INN 

CONTACT ISHBEL ASKEW 
01837880171 

ishgordon@live.co.uk 

  
RAKES & LADDERS 

 

GARDENING, PAINTING & DECORATING, 
INTERNAL & EXTERNAL MAINTENANCE 

 

CONTACT PAUL SIMPSON 
01837 82039/07506 791174 

randldevon@btinternet.com 

BESPOKE HATS,  
FASCINATORS  

& BAGS 
Beautiful hand crafted accessories made to                 

    compliment any outfit for those special occasions. 
Made to order 

                  For more information please contact Rachel Dunn 
on 

                     01837 682942 / 07779513204 
Please visit my website at www.alldunnup.co.uk 

 or my facebook page at www.facebook.com/alldunnup2015  

mailto:stuartmoffat2@hotmail.com
mailto:ishgordon@live.co.uk
http://www.alldunnup.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/alldunnup2015


 News  from Sampford Courtenay Parish Council       
 
 
SAMPFORD COURTENAY PARISH SURVEY 2018-  HAVE YOUR SAY -  DUE TO POOR RESPONSE 
FROM PARISHIONERS THE DEADLINE HAS BEEN EXTENDED TO THE END OF JANUARY (early Feb).  
Even if you do not wish to complete the questionnaire – a response of “Can’t be bothered” would give Sampford  
Courtenay Groups/Management Committees an idea of whether it is worth trying to organise events and maintain public 
assets.  If you are a parishioner and have not completed the survey yet – please try and find time to do so. The  
information you give is totally anonymous, but will be invaluable for future planning and budgeting for both the Parish 
Council and other groups and organisations in the parish. The easiest way to complete it is online via our website, but 
hard copies are available at The New Inn, The Countryman and the Church.  DEADLINE FOR COMPLETION is 31st 
JAN 2018. Thank you. 
 
SEAMOOR LOTTO – Sampford Courtenay Parish Council has registered as one of the charities who will benefit from 
the new Lotto run by WDBC.  If you have not bought your ticket yet, please sign up at https://www.seamoorlotto.co.uk/
support/sampford-courtenay-parish-council  
 
The next monthly meeting will be on Tuesday Feb 5th. 
 
Notes from SCPC meeting in December. 

3585/18/FUL – Oxenpark Barn – Mr R Weeks - Conversion of an agricultural building to residential dwelling 
to include change of use of agricultural land to residential garden and erection of timber framed car 
port. 
                                                                                                                                             SUPPORTED 

The Chairman praised this planning application for its clarity and detail and said it could be used as an  
      exemplar for future planning applications. 
The Applicant explained that the dwelling is planned as a retirement dwelling for him and his wife & that 

they hoped to incorporate as much modern technology as possible to make the dwelling sustainable 
and “off grid”. 

Cllr. Friend commented on the County Archaeologist’s comments and map which shows the extent of the 
Prayer Book Rebellion Battle Field area -  and his recommended conditions. 

 
 ‘No development shall take place until the developer has secured the implementation of a programme of archaeological 
work in accordance with a written scheme of investigation (WSI) which has been submitted to and approved in writing by 
the Planning Authority. The development shall be carried out at all times in accordance with the approved scheme, or 
such other details as may be subsequently agreed in writing by the District Planning Authority. 
 
          These conditions may affect any future development within the parish. 
 

Local Resilience Plan – update – Snow Wardens & Snow Plan – the weather has so far been kind to us – but if you 
would like to be a Snow Warden please contact the Clerk.  Plus, if Snow Wardens could check the salt supplies 
to see if they need replenishing. Salt is available from SCPC to help clear key locations on Public roads 
throughout the Parish – (not for Private paths or drives. Sorry!) 

 
Highways – SCARF Report from Darryl Jagger although the Clerk had received an email from Darryl Jagger of 

DCC Highways reporting that at the recent SCARF meeting it was decided that “none of the data is showing 
that speed is a leading contributor” to the accidents occurring on the road from Belstone Corner towards  

 Okehampton. However, it was agreed that the Traffic Team will carry out a signing and lining review to see if 
further visual warnings can be provided to reduce the likelihood of drivers losing control of their vehicles. Since 
this email there have been two more accidents on this piece of road.  DCC will only log accidents that involve  

 injuries – so the public is asked to please contact the Clerk if you witness any accident within the parish so that 
an accurate log of  ALL accidents can be maintained. 

 
Accident Log – Please report any accidents that take place in the parish to the Clerk 

 
Full Minutes of SCPC meetings can be viewed on our Website. 

 
Please contact SCPC Clerk – Marion Pratt at SCPCClerk@aol.com or on 01837 82285 if you would like to raise 
any issues.  Even better, come along to a meeting.  Next meetings    Feb 5th and Mar 5th. 
                Marion Pratt 

 

ROUNDABOUT Page 21 

https://www.seamoorlotto.co.uk/support/sampford-courtenay-parish-council
https://www.seamoorlotto.co.uk/support/sampford-courtenay-parish-council
mailto:SCPCClerk@aol.com


                                           
 
 

 
 

 
 

Wall & Floor Tiling         Under Tile Heating 

Waterproof Tanking         Free Quotations 
 
Tel              Mob 07729  460746  

 
 
NORTH TAWTON 
 RUGBY 
FOOTBALL CLUB 
 The Clubhouse is  

available to HIRE for  

PRIVATE FUNCTIONS

Competitive Rates 

Ample Parking 

Now with free wifi  

 

  ALL EVENTS CATERED FOR 
 

 Call  
 SARAH on     7     

WHITEGATES JOINERY 

BESPOKE JOINERY SPECIALISTS 

KITCHENS, STAIRS, DOORS, SLIDING SASH WINDOWS, 

CONSERVATION WORK 
FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE CALL ROGER 

01837 851720 / 07887731197 

EMAIL whitegates05@yahoo.com 
                                 Practical Wood Working Lessons Available 

Logs for Sale 
 
          Barn Stored    

  Various loads available 
  

   
   

 For more information call Chris Dunn on: 
01837 682942 or 07980 592509 
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Hare Cottage Beauty and Massage Studio 
 
Offering a variety of beauty treatments  
including; 
 
Facials 
Sports massage 
Deep tissue massage  
Hot stone massage 
Bamboo massage 
Swedish massage 
Aromatherapy massage 
Signature massage including stretches  
 
I am a  fully  qualified beauty/massage/sports/
spa therapist, with 5* experience in top spas. 
For any enquiries or to book an appointment 
please contact Julie on 
07709488835 
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Sampford Courtenay Flower Club 
 

Monday February 11th 
 

2.30.p.m. 
 

The Village Hall 
 

Jill Wilson & Celia Boughton 
 

“Ideas and Inspirations” 

Okehampton Table Tennis Club 
 
Our new session has now started at the club, which 
is situated behind the Post Office  
building in Castle Road, Okehampton. 
Monday evening from 7 p.m. -10 p.m. open to  
beginners or anyone renewing their love of table 
tennis perhaps.  
The session is a fun and social session open to all 
ages and abilities.  
 
Why not give it a try? 
for more information visit our website   
www.okehamptontabletennisclub.co.uk  or  
email:  
coaching@okehamptontabletennisclub.co.uk 
 
The North Wyke /North Tawton  team are looking 
for players to keep the team going for the new  
season . If you would like to join us or give it a try 
please contact Jill on 880233 or  
Steve  :  Steve.granger@rothamsted.ac.uk  

 
Exbourne, Sampford Courtenay and  

Jacobstowe W.I. 
 

The latest meeting of the WI was held in the village 
hall on January 3rd.   The president welcomed  
everyone and Jerusalem was sung.    Because of the 
illness of the advertised speaker, Rhiannon Bragg 
stepped at the last minute.    She had brought many 
examples of items that she had made with paper and 
card.     
Members then had a workshop making greeings cards 
and some very fine examples were produced.  
Rhiannon was thanked by Pam Pemberton. 
After tea the business was dealt with, members first 
having to vote on the Resolutions to go forward to the 
Annual Conference in Bournemouth in June.   
Margaret Cleveland is to attend.   The eighty fifth  
anniversary of Exbourne WI was discussed and a 
1930's era tea was suggested with members dressing 
1930's style.    The Spring Council Meeting on April 
27th  is at the Riviera Centre, Torquay.   It was  
decided to enter a team for the County Quiz on  
February 16th, the team to be picked at the 
next meeting.     
Arrangements for the Coffee Morning in Hatherleigh 
on March 12th were made.    
Bonnie Stenning reported on her visit to Waitrose, for 
a tea party for everyone who had benefitted from their 
green token scheme. Everyone had received a lovely 
welcome. 
Winner of FOM was Doris Piper and the winner of 
the competition for a basket was Margaret Cleveland 
The next meeting is in the village hall on Thursday 
February 7th, when the speaker will be from  
Dartmoor Rescue.       
     Margaret Weeks 

 
 
 
 

 
NORTH TAWTON TWINNING ASSOCIATION  
 
The North Tawton Twinning has been active 
for over 40 years now. We enjoy our cultural 
and social exchanges which take place  
annually with Blangy-le-Chateau in Normandy, 
France. 
We all enjoy each others company- language 
is not a barrier but a French dictionary does 
come in handy at times!! 
We have a trip to Blangy planned for April 25th  
(overnight ferry crossing) to Monday 29th April. 
Our hosts generally provide accommodation, 
entertainment and meals for us. We usually 
drive – car share, and go by ferry.  
Would you like to join us??? 
Please let us know ASAP by February - as the 
ferry has to be booked. 
Jill Whiteley 
Chair                   01837 880233 

 
North Tawton Plastic Recycling 

 
In the car park 

3rd Saturday each month 9.30am until 
11.30 am 

(Please note new time) 
More Volunteers needed for just 1 hour 

per year 
Contact 01837 82568 

Check list of things to bring: margarine, spread & 

ice cream tubs, cream, yoghurt & salad pots, 

fruit , veg, meat & fish trays, preformed biscuit & 

chocolate trays, CDs & the plastic cases, plastic 

flower pots, coat hangers, large food containers 

up to a bucket size, bubble wrap...this is the only 

soft plastic. NB - no black plastic.  
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Reflexology and Reiki Healing. 
 Relaxing and therapeutic treatments to 
help reduce stress, assist recovery from  
illness, and improve general health and  

well-being. 
  

Jacquie Kenny MAR. 01837 851793.  

 

 

ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
 

 Quality Work By Fully Qualified Tradesman 
All Electrical Work Undertaken 

Domestic, Industrial, Commercial &  
Agricultural Installations 

Fully Compliant to Part P Building Regulations 
All Work carried out to  

18th  Edition Wiring Regulations 
Over 30 Years experience in electrical  

contracting 
 

24 HOUR EMERGENCY CALL OUT 
 

Tel. 01363 881002 Mob. 07710 673270 
 

www.tuxelectrical.co.uk 

Jenny Rock 

 Rock Solid Book-Keeping Solutions                    
Creating Order from Chaos! 

 

Friendly, helpful advice for small businesses 
Part-time, one-off and temporary contracts 

 

CIMA Diploma Management Accounting 
AAT Level 4, IABK Part II  

20+ years experience 

 

Winkleigh, Devon 
M: 07743 683756 

Email:  rocksolidbookkeeping18@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A friendly, family run company aiming to provide a range of 
high quality arboricultural services to our Customers’   
  trees. 
 

Services include: 

Tree removals/ dismantles 
Tree pruning, reductions, thinning, shaping and dead wood  
removal 
Hedge trimming 
Stump grinding 
Tree planting 

 

All work is insured to £5 million, complies with  
relevant British standards and is carried out by  
appropriately trained and equipped professional  
arborists  
CALL NOW for friendly, professional advice and to  
arrange a FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE  
TEL: 07398268877 
EMAIL: adamofedentrees@gmail.com 
Check us out on Facebook and Instagram: @adamofedentrees 

 
Driver needed 

 
We will have a temporary part time position  
running from January through to end April 2019  
for a delivery driver of our VW cheese delivery 
van. 
 
It would ideally suit a presentable fit retired  
person who would like to get out and about and 
who enjoys meeting people. An interest in local  
artisan cheese/food would be a big advantage. 
 
Some heavy lifting would be involved. 
Must have a clean driving license and be  
comfortable talking with customers. 
  
In the first instance please call 
01837 840684 
 
If we are unable to answer please leave a  
message and we will return the call.  



MOBILE LIBRARY 
 
THURSDAY  monthly 
 
February 21st 
 

 BOW       Village Hall 
 
 15:35 to 16:05  

 
 BELSTONE CORNER    The Beeches 
 
 16:20 to 16:40 
 
 
     FRIDAY  monthly 
 
     February 8th 
  
 NORTH TAWTON     The Square 
  
 09:45 to 11:15 
 

BONDLEIGH          Old School 

13:55 to 14:15 
 
 

SATURDAY monthly 
 
 February 23rd 

 
NORTH TAWTON           The Square 

10:00 to 12:00 
 
Library Membership is FREE. 
Join at any age - no lower age limit  
(toddlers can join!). 

 

Okehampton & District Local History 

 Society 
 

There is no meeting in February 
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Bondleigh Rainfall 
 
After a dry summer 2018 has finished as it started - wet. 
November's rainfall was 119.3mm and December was 
146.5mm. This has made a total for  the year of 955.4mm 
only slightly less than last year's total of  963.9mm. To give 
some comparisons, the driest year I have recorded was  
2003 at 680.9mm and the wettest was 2012 at 1380mm. 
That makes this year a little less than average. 

  Danny Semorad 

   

 Okehampton Parkinson’s Support 
Group 

 

   Meet Castle Ham, Okehampton  
   4th Thursday every month  2-4 p.m.. 

 Trips, activities,  
talks throughout the year.  

 01837 55813  

 
LAKEWAY UNITED CHURCH 
T.A.P. (TEA & PRAISE)  4PM 

SUNDAY 17TH FEBRUARY 2019 
SHORT SERVICE FOLLOWED BY 

REFRESHMENTS 
THEME – FAVOURITE HYMNS 
PLEASE COME AND MEET UP 

WITH OLD OR MAKE NEW FRIENDS 
EVERYONE WELCOME 

CALL ROSE DADDS – 01837 82130 
FOR FURTHER INFO 

 

Okehampton U3A 
University of the Third Age 

 
The February meeting will take place at the  

Ockment Centre, North Street  
at 

2.30pm on Thursday 28th February 
 

Your U3A 
 

Come and see what Groups there are and what 
they do. 

 
The U3A is a charitable organisation which is 

open to all who are not in full time employment. 
Groups are formed by the members to pursue 

common interests. The groups meet on a regular 
basis. Each month there is a meeting open to all 
with usually a visiting speaker. But this month is 

slightly different. The groups have the opportunity 
to explain what they do, where they meet and 
what they have to offer members. Our groups  

include amongst others Walking, French  
Conversation, Family History, Social Bridge,  
MahJong  and Singing. This will be a social  
occasion open to both current and potential  

members with tea, coffee and biscuits and time 
for a chat. 

 
More information can be found at   
www.u3asites.org.uk/okehampton  

 

http://www.u3asites.org.uk/okehampton


ROUNDABOUT Page 26 



News from Sampford Courtenay 
  
Christmas seems a long time ago now and the snowdrops are beginning to flower, so spring must be 
on the way!  
A skittles match between Sampford Courtenay and (officially) Bondleigh was held in the Village 
Hall on Saturday 1st December.  The ‘Bondleigh’ team, backed up by the best of Exbourne, won by 
457 points to 421.  Top Sampford Courtenay lady was Veronica with 24 and top man was Ray with 
25.  Top Bondleigh lady was Caroline with 25 and joint top men were Paul and Tom S. with 23.  
The next match will be on Saturday 23rd February at 7.30 – cost £1 and bring a plate of food. 
Members of the Okehampton Show held their annual dinner at The Countryman on 29th November 
and the WI held a celebratory lunch at the same venue the following day. 
There was a record attendance at the Christmas Bazaar, on 1st December, and many thanks to those 
who supported the event, either by their presence or by donating or making goods for sale.  It was 
much appreciated.  
A colourful Christingle service was held in St. Andrew’s on Sunday 2nd December, in aid of the 
Children’s Society, when 40 plus Christingles were distributed among the congregation, and the WI 
held its Christmas party on Thursday 6th December. 
The Okehampton Tractor Club held a tractor run round the local parishes on Sunday, 9th December, 
culminating with lunch at The Countryman. 
The Flower Club held a most enjoyable, imposed pot swop in the village hall on 10th December, 
making a seasonal display with mystery flowers and foliage for a mystery club members. 
The appeal for a Christmas tree for St Andrew’s was generously answered by Phil Collins from  
Barometer World, Merton, who also winched it from the ground, saving much time and effort.  It 
was a lovely tree and many were on hand to transport, erect and decorate it in time for the  
festivities.  Thank you to all concerned. 
Carols in the Inn was a fund raising event for Children’s Hospice South West, held in the New Inn 
on Tuesday 11th December.  Thanks to Karen and Malcolm for their generous spirit in hosting this 
live music event again.  
Carol singing round the village on Monday 17th December was also in aid of the Children’s  
Hospice, but many villagers were either not at home to hear us or had been fore-warned that we 
were coming!  Many thanks for the nibbles round the route and to Chris and Julie Carpenter  at 
Langdale who fed us mulled wine, mince pies and all manner of other goodies.  
The candlelit Christmas Carol Service at St Andrew’s was amazing and the church was packed,  
necessitating extra chairs and extra mince pies for afters.  
There were big congregations, too, at Midnight Communion and Christmas morning.  2018 came to 
an end in The Square on New Year’s Eve, packed with locals and visitors, as always, huddled round 
the brazier listening to the muffled bells ring the old year out and welcoming in 2019 with Auld 
Lang Syne.   
There’s so much going on in this village so a Happy New Year to you all. 

Nicky Craig 
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The Snowdrops are here! 
  
The snowdrops at Higher Cherubeer, open for the charities supported by the National Garden Scheme 
(NGS), get the year’s garden visiting off to a great start.  
  
Devon galanthophile, Jo Hynes, has over 300 types of snowdrop in her one acre garden at Higher  
Cherubeer, 2 miles east of Dolton, Devon, EX19 8PP which is open on Friday 8th  February, Friday  
15th February, Saturday 23rd February from 2 to 5pm, for the NGS.  The woodland paths are lined with 
snowdrops, hellebores and winter flowering shrubs. As well as many other spring flowering flowers Jo has a 
National Collection of Hardy cyclamen.  There will be refreshments and plants on sale including snowdrops. 
Admission is £4 and children are free.  
  
At NGS open gardens the money taken at the gate goes to Macmillan Cancer Support, Marie Curie Cancer 
Care, Hospices UK, Carers Trust and other nursing and caring charities which are supported by the 
NGS.  The money taken for the teas and plants also goes to the charities unless stated otherwise. 
For more information and see all the gardens opening in 2019 please visit www.ngs.org.uk  

http://www.ngs.org.uk/
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Robinson Plant Ltd 
www.robinsonplant.co.uk 

 

A family firm with over 30 years 
experience 

 

All aspects of earthworks, groundworks and 
hard landscaping undertaken  

including: 
 

Site Excavation and Concreting 
Foundations and Driveways 

Sewers, Septic Tanks and Treatment Plants 
Stone walling and Paving 

Land Drainage and Ponds & Lakes 
Riding Arenas and Gallops 

No job too big or small. 
 

Office: 01837 89065 
Mobile: 07909 998945 

Email: info@robinsonplant.co.uk 

 
Incorporating 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Your Local Family Run Residential Sales &  

Lettings Agent 
 

With Branches in Winkleigh, Okehampton & 
Holsworthy 

 

Feel free to call into one of our branches  
or contact us for a FREE no-obligation Valuation 

of your Property 
 

Winkleigh: 01837 83393 

Okehampton: 01837 55755 

Holsworthy: 01409 253946 

 

E: info@howesestates.co.uk: W: 
www.howesestates.co.uk 

E: enquiries@purelettingsdevon.co.uk W: 
www.purelettingsdevon.co.uk 

http://www.robinsonplant.co.uk


 
       Interested in Walking for Health? 

in 

   North Tawton  
Last Saturday of the month at 10.30 a.m. in the Square  

 
For more information contact 
Pat Richardson 01837 880025 
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       Come and join us for tea/coffee, cake  
          and a chat. 
         
         Fortnightly on Tuesdays 
 
         Drop in anytime between 
            10.30 a.m. - 12 noon 
       in the Mortimer Room, St. Peter’s Church 
 

Tuesday Chat is for anyone free in the daytime looking to meet up with 
old friends and make new ones.  Free of charge.  If you need transport  

we will arrange for someone to collect you. 
For more information contact 

Carol Flowers 
01837 851841 

Dates: 
January 29th, 12th February, 26th February, 12th March, 26th March  

GEOFFREY MARTIN PADDON 1944-2018 
 
I would  like to give grateful thanks to all those 
who have helped and supported me at this  
difficult time and for all the numerous  
sympathy cards.  I would particularly like to 
thank Celia Cooper, Theresa Ratcliffe and Gill 
Hollis for all their help support and assistance 
as well as all those  who helped afterwards at 
the Bowling Club and also Rose Dadds for  
organising the funeral service.  

Margaret Paddon 

THANK YOU 
 

The late Ros Rice 
Town Clerk 2011-2018 

Gary, Vicky, Gavin and Cathy would like to thank  
everyone who supported Ros and family though her  
illness. The cards, messages and tributes were  
overwhelming.  
She took her job very seriously and strived to fulfil  
every aspect tirelessly. 
Thank you for all the donations received for Cancer  
Research UK, which currently totals £1100. 



House Building ∙ Extensions ∙ Conservatories 
Barn Conversion · Brick, Block, Stone Work 

Driveway Paviours ∙ Rendering, Plastering ∙ Patios 
Wall & Floor Tiling ∙ Wood Work all fixings  

 

    IAN RICE Builder 
 

Sunnyridge, Moor View, North  

Devon EX20 2HW 
 

Mob: 0 7 9 6 7 4 1 8 1 1 0 
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Creative Scapes 
 

If it is in the garden we do it ! 

Artificial Grass – Drainage - Decking - Fencing –  
Gabions – Garden Clearance - Garden Buildings - 

Hedge Cutting - Planting – Patios – Paving –  
Play Equipment – Pruning –Turfing -Walling 

 
Specialists in Full or Part Garden Make-overs 

 
FREE QUOTATIONS + FIXED PRICES 

 
Contact: Neil Coldrick NCH 

Tel: 01837 880305.   
Mobile: 07836 541620. 

Email: creativescapes@btinternet.com 

* Design * Construction * Maintenance 

CARPENTER AND TILER 
 
30 years experience.  Lots of happy customers.  
Fair prices. Free estimates.  
Fast, tidy worker. Reliable. Professionally  
insured. 
Door hanging. Skirting and flooring. Kitchens fitted. 
Repairs. Floor and wall tiling. Wardrobes and  
cupboards made/fitted. 
Photos of my recent work available. 
Contact me, David Hitching, on: 
Land Line: 01837 89109    Mobile: 07871289317 
Email: david.hitching@btinternet.com 
Please leave contact details and a short  
message for a quick response. 

CARAVAN STORAGE  
 NEAR OKEHAMPTON 
10 MINUTES FROM A30  

INDOOR / OUTDOOR  
 

01837 659767    enquires@appledorefarm.com 
Caravans, Motorhomes, Trailer Tents, Cars 

Spaces from £0.72 / Day 
We also offer ‘Store and Stay’ package, so why not join us 
at our 5 star award winning caravan park on the edge of  

north Dartmoor? 
www.appledorepark.co.uk 

 

LINDFIELD PLANTS AND EGGS  
CREDITON ROAD, SAMPFORD COURTENAY   

         
FREE RANGE CHICKEN EGGS / QUAIL EGGS 

POINT OF LAY CHICKEN 
 

VIOLA / PANSY / PRIMROSES / POLYANTHUS 
WINTER BEDDING AND OTHER PLANTS 

 
From Okehampton - on left, just after Railway Bridge 
From N.Tawton - on Right just before Railway Bridge 

LOOK FOR THE PLANT AND EGG SIGNS 

01837 880219   07806815558 



ROUNDABOUT DEADLINE:  
 

Community News, Articles, and Events  
are published (free of charge) in any edition, 
but must  be received by the Editors no later 

than the 13th of the month before publication. 
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COFFEE MORNING & SILENT AUCTION 
 

In aid of Hospice UK   
(to assist Ian Webber’s London Marathon 

fundraising) 
  
  

At North Tawton Town Hall 
On Saturday 9th March 2019 

- From 10am to 12pm  
  

*************************** 
Grand Draw, Silent Auction, Cakes/
Produce, Cards, Chutney, Plants & 

more!!!! 
**************************** 

(contact tel. no. 01837 82540) 
  

Donations will also be appreciated for 
cake / produce stall, draw & silent auction 

Local runner, Ian Webber, is training for his eighteenth consecutive London Marathon, which 
will be taking place on Sunday 28th April. This year, Ian will be raising money for Hospice 
UK.  
  

•         Hospice UK is the national charity for hospice care. They support the work of our local 
Children’s Hospice South West, Hospiscare (in Exeter), North Devon Hospice, Rowcroft (The 
Torbay & South Devon Hospice) and St Luke’s Hospice (Plymouth) as well as many other 
hospices across the UK. 
  

•         Hospice care changes lives. Hospices care for people with a wide range of conditions 
including cancer, motor neurone disease, cardio-vascular diseases, multiple sclerosis and 
Parkinson's disease. Hospices are also increasingly supporting people with multiple life-limiting 
conditions including dementia. Hospice care is provided in a range of settings such as hospice 
inpatient units, as well in people’s own homes. 

  
•         Local charitable hospices need to raise £2.7 million every day from their local communities 
to fund the care they provide. Adults' hospices in England receive on average a third of their 
funding from the government. Children's hospices typically receive much less government 
funding, on average 15% of their running costs 
  

  
Ian is always grateful for our support. To sponsor Ian this year, you can either visit Ian’s  
Justgiving fundraising page:http://www.justgiving.com/ianwebberlm2019 or pass your  
donation in an envelope with your details to Jayne (Ian's wife) in North Tawton Post Office. 
  

Thank You 
 

The North Tawton Post Office would like to thank 
The Royal British Legion for nominating them to 
receive the Bill Dadds Shield 

Friends of North Tawton Surgery 
 

The Friends of North Tawton surgery would like to 
thank all who came to the Turkey and Tinsel evening 
on the 8th December 2018 and also any who helped 
in any way.   
 
We cleared £330 to help towards what is needed at 
the surgery. 
        
       Lorna 
 
 Dates for 2019: 
 
 13th April:  Coffee Morning 
 6th June:  Quiz Night 
 7th September: Coffee Morning 
 10th October: Quiz Night 
 14th December:  Turkey and Tinsel 
 
Please support these events. 

http://www.justgiving.com/ianwebberlm2018


 The Whiddon Mission Community 
North Tawton, Bondleigh, Sampford Courtenay, Honeychurch  

Chagford, Gidleigh, Throwleigh, Drewsteignton, South Tawton, Spreyton and Hittisleigh,  

TEAM VICAR: North Tawton                        Rev’d Nick Weldon  (880183)                     npweldon@gmail.com 

          The Rectory, Essington, North Tawton. EX20 2EX 

TEAM RECTOR: Chagford      Rev’d Paul Seaton-Burn (01647 432880)    

          The Rectory, Chagford, TQ13 8BW 

ASSISTANT MINISTER: North Tawton     Rev’d Rita Bullworthy (89168)              ritabullworthy@yahoo.co.uk 

CURATE: Chagford       Rev’d  Dr. Harriet Every (01647 432402)  

 
St. Peter’s North Tawton          Mr. Paul Andrews       (82648)                  Mrs. Rhona Bragg     (82343) 
St. James’ Bondleigh                                  Mr. Danny Semorad    (82319)                  Mr. Graham Stokes   (82240)                                                                                   
St. Andrew’s Sampford Courtenay             Mr. Malcolm Craig     (880118)                Mrs. Sarah Hanks      (851287) 
St. Mary’s Honeychurch                             Mr. Ray Squire           (851627)                Mr. Richard Weeks   (851269) 
    (All numbers are 01837 numbers unless otherwise stated) 

SERVICES at St. Andrew’s Church 

S a m p f o rd C o u r t e n ay 
 

1st Sunday 9.30 a.m. Morning Worship 
 

2nd Sunday     9.30 a.m.    Parish Communion  
      BCP 
3rd Sunday 6.30 p.m. Evensong 

 
4th Sunday 9.30 a.m. Parish Communion  
    BCP 

5th Sunday 9.30 a.m. Parish Communion 
     Common Worship 

SERVICES at St. Peter’s Church 

N o r t h Taw to n 
 

1st Sunday              11 a.m. Morning Worship 
 
2nd Sunday             11 a.m. Informal Communion 
                                6.30 p.m. Evensong (Apr - Oct) 
 
3rd Sunday              11 a.m. All-age Worship 
 
4th Sunday              Traditional Communion 
 
5th Sunday              Informal Communion 
 
      Provision for children at all 11 a.m. services 
     Sunday Club 1st, 2nd, 4th and 5th  Sundays 

 SERVICES at St. James’ Church 
B o n d l e i g h 

 
1st Sunday 9.30 a.m. Holy Communion 

 
3rd Sunday 9.30 a.m. Holy Communion 

SERVICE at St. Mary’s Church 

H o n eyc h u rc h 
 

1st Sunday of the month at 3 p.m. 

 
Evensong and Holy Communion 

 
Lakeway United Church   

North Tawton 
  Methodist / United Reformed 

 
Circuit Minister    Rev’d Liz Singleton (52302)  
      (Mob. 07450 676936) 
Elder & Secretary   Mrs. Rose Dadds (82130) 
Asst. Secretary         Mrs. Jean Boardman (82159)  
 

 Sunday Morning Worship at 11 a.m. 

QUAKERS meet at Castle Ham Lodge 
 
  Castle Road, Okehampton 

Sundays at 10.30 a.m. 

All visitors welcome 

North Street Chapel North Tawton 
  Previously Gospel Hall 
 
  Mr. C. Milton (82708) 

 
1st Sunday  11 a.m. Family Service 

 6.30 p.m. Evening Service 
 

Other Sundays  11 a.m. Morning Service 
Communion 

 6.30 p.m. Evening Service 
 

Sunday  10.30 a.m. Prayer Meeting 
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ORTHODOX CHURCH 
Devon Parish of Holy Prophet Elias 

For details of services contact 
Celia or Martin Olsson (82796)  

mailto:npweldon@gmail.com
mailto:ritabullworthy@yahoo.co.uk


ANYONE WISHING TO PLACE A COMMERCIAL   

ADVERTISEMENT IN “ROUNDABOUT” IS  

INVITED TO CONTACT THE EDITORS FOR  

DETAILS OF ADVERTISING RATES. 

 
“Roundabout” is printed by 

Ink  Print 
3 Station Road 

Okehampton EX20 1DY 

The Benefice Choir 

Under the direction of 
 

Roger Cleverdon 
 

Available to sing at 

WEDDINGS · BAPTISMS· FUNERALS 

Roger Cleverdon         01837 810320 
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NORTH  

YOUTH & COMMUNITY 

Bookings: Steve Blood 01837 82785 

 
POLICE   

PHONE   

 

NORTH TAWTON TOWN  

Bookings: Annette 01837 880054 

Secretary: Lin  01837 880031 

NORTH STREET CHAPEL  
SEWING CLUB 

(also knitting, crochet, cross stitch etc.) 
Come and join us from           

7 p.m. 
      £2 including refreshments 

For further information contact 
                 Charlotte Sampson 07706 942901 or  
  charlotte.sampson22@gmail.com 

 
  

Feb  11th  & 25th 

FROM THE R
 

 
FUNERAL 
 
Wednesday 28th November   Rosalind RICE (62)                         St. Peter's Church 
 
 

BAPTISM 
 

Sunday 25th November      Amelia Sue CUMMINGS (4 months)               St. Peter's Church  

Be Still 
A short informal monthly service of themed  

prayers, reflections & readings and creating space to 
dwell in the presence of God 

 
St. Andrew’s Church,  Sampford Courtenay 

Fourth Thursdays at 10 a.m. 
 

The next one will be on:           
Thursday 28th February 

 

 

CREATE & CRAFT 
 

North Street Chapel 
 

1st Saturday of the month 
2 - 4.30 p.m. 

 

£3 includes refreshments 
 

New members welcome 
 

Next meeting February 2nd 

mailto:charlotte.sampson22@gmail.com


 

Angels Hair Salon 
 

Hair in the  Square ·  01837 82430 
 

Modern Unisex Hair Salon 
 

• Official Suppliers of Tigi Hair products 
•        Modern salon with the most up to date  

• Free to join Reward Scheme 

• Cosmetics for sale at below high street prices 

• Exclusive salon hire available for private  
 

Tuesdays  -  Wednesdays  -  Thursdays  -  Fridays 
9 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. 

Saturdays 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

 
11 The Square, North Tawton, EX20 2JD 

 
Church Flowers & Brass 
 
 

  Sampford Courtenay 

  

 February  Nicky Craig 

 March  Shirley Reddaway 

  

 
Honeychurch 
 
February  M. Weeks 
March   M. Pyle 

 

 

        Bondleigh 
 
Feb 3rd  Julie Wilson 
Feb 10th / 17th Caroline Stokes 
Feb 24th / Mar 3rd Sonia Rix 
Mar 10th / 17th Rose Smith 
 
 
North Tawton  
 
Flowers 
 
Feb 3rd   Sandra Delve 
Feb 10th  Hilary Edwards 
Feb 17th / 24th  Maureen Drake 
March 3rd  Mary Fry 
March 10th - April 18th Lent No Flowers 
 
Brass    
 
February   Margaret Arscott 
March   Lindsay Gibb 
 
 
 
   ************** 
 
 
We are always in need of more people to 
help with the brass cleaning and the flowers 
    at St. Peters. 
 
You do not need to be an expert flower  
arranger so, if you would like to have a try,  
please contact Kay Webber (01837 82787)  

or Jo Fear (01837 82553) 
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C H Jones & Son 
 

Artist Blacksmiths &  
Fabricators 

 
Tim & Oliver Bramston 

www.devonblacksmiths-fabricators.uk 
 

1 The Square, North Tawton, EX20 2EW 
Tel:  01837 82237 or 07971170794 



 
ANDREW THOMPSON CARPENTRY 

 
Fitted Cupboards, Floors, Kitchens 

All General Carpentry 
No job too small 

 
Reliable and Efficient      Free Estimates 

 
The Cottage, Bouchiers Hill, North Tawton 

Tel:  01837 82537  Mobile:  07950 373  

BARRY WARE  
Professional Painting and Decorating Service, 

Interior and Exterior 
  References Provided 
  6 Church Meadow 
Okehampton EX20 1LP 

 

Tel:  01837 659958          Mob: 07974  
Email: barrydecorators@hotmail.co.uk 

Septic Tanks Emptied 

P h o n e :   0 1 8 0 5 6 0 1 2 8 6 

Mobile:  07831 241531 

Leave a message and we will return your call 

 or email:  p eter@p eter h earnw aste.co.u k 
Small Lorry Now  

PETER HEARN HAULAGE LTD
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Now is the time to get your 

chimney swept 
 

For a friendly, clean and efficient 
service call us free on 

 

0800 2982 595 
info@ellissweeps.co.uk 

 

PURE GREEN 
  

For all Estate Maintenance,  
Construction and Repair Requirements. 
Boundaries, Buildings, Equine & Animal  
Husbandry, Gardens/Hard Landscaping,  

Trees & Woodland, Machinery  
Reliable service in all rural skills. 

Ed 07956 026511 
         puregreenruralservices@hotmail.com 

mailto:barrydecorators@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:peter@peterhearnwaste.co.uk
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