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Weirford House Bed and Breakfast  

 
in picturesque Sampford Courtenay 

 
four acre garden with wonderful views - 

- Garden Barn with en-suite, sitting room & kitchen - 

 
Avril and Mike Flanagan - 01837 89132 
See our website for full details and pictures 

www.weirfordhouse.co.uk    avril@weirfordhouse.co.uk 

 

C. J. Steer & Sons Ltd 
Funeral Directors 

Est 1969 
 

24 hour Service  
All Facilities 

 
Homefield, Station Road, Bow 

 

Tel: 01363 82414       Mobile: 07785 540248 

 
Established 1922 

C. Burrows & Son 
(J. J. Burrows) 

Funeral Directors 
A Caring Family Firm 
Personal Supervision 

Any Distance—Any Time 
Tel: 01363 83258          Mobile: 07803 142357 

Coldridge, Crediton, Devon  

  

FORE STREET GARAGE 

( Proprietor: Kevin Hodge) 
Fore Street, North Tawton 

Tel: 01837 82006 

M.O.T. TESTING STATION 
Servicing and Repairs to all makes and models 

Competitive Rates            Fully Qualified Mechanic 
GoodGarageScheme.com 

( Registered Member ) 

Courtenay Kennels 
 

Little Green Slade, Sampford Courtenay, Okehampton 

Licensed Dog Boarding Kennels 

Individual kennels and runs, Central Heating 
Walks in 5 acres of grounds 
All kinds of diets catered for 

Telephone or Fax  01837 82298 
Mobile 07952 225048 

www.courtenaykennels.co.uk 
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NICHOLS NYMET HOUSE 

 
MANOR HOUSE BED AND BREAKFAST  

& SELF CATERING COTTAGES  
www.devonbedandbreakfast.co.uk  

email mandpgoodman@outlook.com 

Tel 01837 82626 
 

For all your accommodation requirements –  
When family and friends come to stay use us as guest rooms. 

 Peaceful location 1.5 miles from North Tawton 
WITH WONDERFUL VIEWS 

We offer three large bedrooms all with  
en-suite bathrooms including a family suite  

for up to 5.  
Full English Breakfast using finest produce. 

Rates from £40 per person per night –  
Children half price. 

 
Also we can offer Self Catering Cottages available on a 

weekly basis. 
Please see our Trip advisor reviews and Facebook pages. 

http://www.weirfordhouse.co.uk
http://www.devonbedandbreakfast.co.uk/
mailto:mandpgoodman@outlook.com


From The Rectory 

 
Two tribes 
 
“The more I think about it the less sure I am that anyone 
truly knows the implications of the UK either staying in or 
leaving the EU. Everyone is guessing.” That is a quote from 
the May 2016 edition of Roundabout. Nearly two years  
later, I’m afraid to say I feel the same. On the one hand, like 
many people who voted in the EU Referendum June 2016, 
I’m appalled that after so much Brexit water has passed  
under the bridge that our Government appears to be in 
such a poor state of readiness for March 29th. (By the time 
this is published the deadline might even have been  
extended!) On the other hand, again, like many people who 
voted in June 2016, I’m so wearied by the whole Brexit  
debacle that I’m not sure I care very much about the  
outcome any more. My conscience kicks in there, because 
that’s an attitude I’m not proud of. But I fear it’s the  
overwhelming attitude of the country now, no matter which 
box you crossed in the referendum. It does feel like the last 
two years has wounded the soul of the nation.  
 
Look, with 29th March approaching, I feel that I must write 
something about Brexit, albeit reluctantly. I’ve only touched 
on it briefly in the last few months. My last proper treatise 
was in May 2016, so it's about time. And I imagine, if you 
were not interested then you would have stopped reading 
by line two. Now that you have got this far, permit me to 
engage your soul about this vexed subject of Brexit. 
 
Despite the current national restlessness and division, I can 
foresee that we will make the best of Brexit one way or  
another. Undoubtedly there will be short-term losses,  
especially if we leave the EU with no deal. I imagine the 
country will go into a period of recession, and that getting 
goods across the border at Calais could be very difficult for a 
while. I worry about our farmers too and how they will be 
affected, and the potential damage to the fragile peace in 
Northern Ireland. But I also imagine that in five years time 
there will be successes to celebrate too. After all, the  
country has come through periods of far greater uncertainty 
before, and responded positively. There’s a little bit of me 
that wonders if March 29th will turn out like the 1st January 
2000 – a huge fuss about not very much. Remember the 
“Millennium Bug”? 
 
Some will celebrate March 29th as though it were some kind 
of “independence day”. For others it will be a sad day as 
they mourn the fracturing of our relationship with the rest 
of Europe. For most people it will probably just be a day to 
shrug the shoulders and get on with life. I think it will be day 
to stop and pray, and reflect on what has definitely been 
the most sorry chapter in our national life in my life-time, 
but then to knuckle down and get on with making the best 
of things in our little part of the world.   
 

 
 
 
To help with that, I’ve been challenged recently about how 
we might all heal some of the division that Brexit has sown 
across the country. I voted to remain in June 2016. I thought 
it was the least bad of two undesirable options. That’s the 
tribe I find myself in. I don’t think I have fallen out with  
anyone in the opposing tribe. But I read recently, that since 
2016 the old tribes of class or wealth, political Left and 
Right, and even county or country loyalty have been  
superceded by two new tribes. You are either a Leaver or a 
Remainer, and these two narratives are threatening to 
eclipse all others.  I’d like to think that here in West Devon 
we’d be a bit more balanced and a bit more chilled out than 
that, but I have witnessed strong tribal rivalries expressed 
even here.  
 
The article I was reading went on to give some very helpful 
advice to both tribes about how they should view the other 
as we exit the EU. To Leavers, the encouragement is to be 
honest enough to accept that March 29th will bring some 
pain before it brings gain, and that that pain is not the fault 
of Remainers for negotiating a bad deal. Any deal was 
bound to be a compromise. There is no perfect way to  
extricate Britain from 40 years of purposeful European  
integration. So Leavers, please do all you can to lessen the 
pain the country may feel once we leave. 
 
The challenge to Remainers is to show they fully accept the 
result of the referendum by working hard to make the best 
of the situation we are now in, and not blame Brexiteers for 
the inevitable short-term losses the country may suffer. 
Remainers need to accept that the price of living in a  
democracy is that sometimes we have to be good losers, 
and any attempt to thwart the decision of the referendum 
would be dangerous for democracy. Personally, this is why I 
am not in favour of a “People’s Vote”. We’ve had one  
already.  
 
I hope that in a local community like ours, our tribal loyalty 
to one another and to the red soil of our parishes will come 
to fore and drown out the Brexit barracking. It needs to. 
Too much damage has been done. A time of healing is  
needed, or better still, physiotherapy. Like a player trying to 
return from injury stronger and fitter, I hope the task of 
getting on with making the best of Brexit will in itself be the 
physio our country needs. Then, hopefully one day soon 
two tribes will again be one nation.    
 
   
Rev’d Nick Weldon (Vicar) 
01837 880183 
npweldon@gmail.com  
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Roundabout 
 

 is published for the community on  
behalf of the four parish churches of North Tawton, 
Sampford Courtenay, Bondleigh and Honeychurch. 

 
Opinions expressed by contributors are their own and are 

not necessarily endorsed by the Vicar, by the PCC,  
members of the four churches, or by the Editors. 

 
Contributions should be sent to 
Hilary and Richard Edwards, 

Shellsley, 
Exeter Street, 

      North Tawton, 
EX20 2BZ 

 (tel. 01837 82376) 
 

     E mail: nt.roundabout@gmail.com  
no later than13th of the month before publication  

is required (and earlier, if possible) 
 

New advertisers are always welcome. 
Advertisements can be arranged for shorter periods than 

one year or for single editions. 
 

Visit Roundabout on its own website: 
www.northtawtonroundabout.com 

(There are also links online via the websites of the  
North Tawton Town Council and the  

 Sampford Courtenay Village Council). 
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Remembered a century on,   
casualties of the Great War. 
 
Driver Herbert Stentiford aged 
43 of the Army Service Corps 
who died on March 13th 1919 
in North Tawton. 
He lived at Higher Newland 
Cottages, North Tawton. 
 
Private William Arscott aged 
18 of the 52nd Battalion of the  
Devonshire Regiment.  He died on March 
23rd in Etaples Hospital, France.  He lived  at 
Crooke Cottage, North Tawton. 
 
Private Frederick Tiller aged 36 of the Duke 
of Cornwall’s Light Infantry.  He died on 
March 30th in Egypt and is commemorated 
on the Alexandria War Memorial. He lived in 
Barton Street, North Tawton. 
 
Lance Corporal Samuel Horn aged  31 of  the 
1st Battalion of the Devonshire Regiment.  He 
died of wounds in March 1919 and is buried 
in Sampford Courtenay Churchyard.  He 
lived at Sampford Chapel. 
 
 

mailto:nt.roundabout@gmail.com


Muriel 
PICTURE FRAMING 

 
 Photographs ·  Paintings ·  

Certificates ·  
Conservation Standards Available 

A wide selection of mouldings  
for your personal choice 

North Tawton Tel: 01837 82626 
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Deborah Taylor 
Registered Childminder 

 

 
 

 

 
Churchward 

     Sampford Courtenay 
01837 82743 

NEIL SQUANCE GARDEN 

MAINTENANCE 

 
 

 
Tel 01837 83665 

 
Mob 07799  

 

                       TONY DAY 
 

         Heating and Plumbing 
 

 
Main and LPG Gas 

Gas Safe Registered 

 

01837 83702     07773 966201 

Reg No 191548 

Kevin 

     Osborne 
   Aerials & Satellite 
   City & Guilds NVQ 
 

0 1 3 6 3 7 7 7 1 9 0        0 7 8 4 1 6 4 4 3 9 5 
Aerial Upgrades ∙ All aspects of Installation and 

Discreet Installation ∙ Extra TV Points ∙ Existing Aerial 
Satellite Problems Resolved ∙ DAB Radio  

Free Advice ∙ Free Quotation Service ∙ Free Signal  

KEVIN RICE 
FULLY QUALIFIED BUILDER & DECORATOR 

With 40 years experience in and around North Tawton. 

 
All aspects of building work from small repairs to 

new builds undertaken by a local tradesman who cares 
about quality and personal service. 

Contact Kevin 

Mobile:  07749 674357      Tel: 01837 82985 

BROADBURY LANDCARE 
 

All aspects of Garden Maintenance  

and Landscaping 
 

Andrew Barton 07532 216216 
 

Fully Qualified Fully Insured 
Free Estimates 

   
Older Property Building Surveys 

• Thatched or slate properties built of Cob or Stone. 

• Custom Thatched Roof Surveys. 

• Weekend "Hands on" Thatching Courses. 
 

Master Thatcher and Residential Property Surveyor 
www.thatchedhomeinspector.co.uk                
Ring Charles on  01647 231 706 or 

07771512670 
Holland Park Farm, South Tawton, 

Okehampton. EX20 2PP 

Gardening Etcetera 

Your local Gardener and Handyman 

No job too small 

Specialist in edible gardens as well as low     
 maintenance garden design and management 

 
 

Please call 07729 274698 or email 

  gardening.etcetera@gmail.com 



 
Mrs Rosalind Rice, Clerk to NTTC 2011 – 2018 
Most of you will be aware that Mrs. Rice (Ros) passed away on 15 November 2018, following a long battle with her 
illness, a battle which was fought bravely and without complaint.    
Ros took up the post of Clerk to the Council in 2011, and she truly ‘took the job and made it her own’.  She was  
dedicated to doing the very best for the town in which she lived and had brought up her family.  Ros constantly 
worked hard to improve so many of the ways in which the Council operates on a day to day basis, and was  
unfailingly professional and meticulous in everything that she did here.    
Sarah Say had the privilege of working as Assistant to Ros for 2.5 years, and says that she has only been able to 
carry on the work of the Council thanks to the training, help, and support she received from Ros during the time they 
worked together.  We have all missed Ros very much, and wish to place this very heartfelt tribute to her memory, 
whilst our thoughts and prayers naturally continue for her family. 
Stephen Whiteley, Chair of North Tawton Town Council 
For various reasons this tribute was not able to be published until now.  The Council thanks Mr. G Rice for his kind 
permission for us to do so at this time. 
Defibrillators and Defibrillator Training 
The Council has signed a new agreement with the South West Ambulance Foundation Trust for provision of 2 brand 
new replacement defibrillators, to include the relevant support package for the next 4 years.  These defibrillators are 
situated outside the Council Office at 14a The Square, North Tawton, EX20 2EP, and outside Fore Street Garage, 
EX20 2ED.  (The defibrillator located at Strawberry Fields was purchased by the Council and is outside this  
agreement).  New boxes have been provided, so the equipment will look different, but it still operates in exactly the 
same way. 
The package agreement includes annual defibrillator training, which is not generally well attended.  We would like to 
try and provide training sessions at convenient times for our residents – so, please email or write to the Clerk 
(contact details at foot of page) and let us know of days and times that you think would be convenient – for example, 
Saturday mornings might be more helpful. 
Seamoor Lotto 

SeaMoor Lotto was created in 2018 by South Hams District Council and West Devon Borough Council.  Set up to 

support community projects in the local area, the SeaMoor Lotto operates on the principle of raising money within 

the community for the community.  

In a time of shrinking budgets and increased community need, SeaMoor Lotto enables people to support the causes 

they care most about, helping good causes to connect with their supporters. 

A ticket for the SeaMoor Lotto costs £1 per week and 60p returns to the local council to be devoted to good causes; 

of that 60p, 50p goes directly to our local area and 10p across the district generally. 

Just do an online search for SeaMoor Lotto, go to ‘Buy Tickets’ – you can choose a cause to support, e.g. North 

Tawton Town Council, or another cause.  You have to be over 16 to buy a ticket.           

Sarah Say,  
Clerk to North Tawton Town Council 
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Do you have a daughter aged 5 + ?  If so, Girlguiding has four active groups in  
North Tawton she can belong to  
Rainbows age 5 – 7 meet Wednesday 4.15 – 5.15 in the top room of the Town Hall: contact Laura 07590 
309430 
Brownies age 7 – 10  meet Monday 3.45 - 5.30 in the top room of the Town Hall: contact Annette 01837 
880054 
Guides age 10 – 14 meet Monday 6.30 – 8.30 in the Mortimore Room in the church: contact Jane 01837 
89160Rangers age 14+ meet alternate Thursdays  7.00 – 9.00 : contact Jennifer 01837 82752 
Or go onto the website and you can register your daughter on there using this address -    
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-for-parents/register-your-daughter 

NORTH TAWTON TOWN COUNCIL 
Town Clerk: Mrs. Sarah Say 

14A The Square 
North Tawton 

EX20 2EP 
Tel: 01837 880121 

E-mail: northtawton.towncouncil@yahoo.co.uk 
Website :  northtawtontowncouncil.co.uk 

https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-for-parents/register-your-daughter
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For experienced, 
local advice you can trust 
T. 01837 52379 
www.peterslaw.co.uk 

1 West Street, Okehampton  

 

 

WINDOWS-DOORS-CONSERVATORIES-JOINERY 

(Covering the whole of Devon) 

HIGH QUALITY PRODUCTS BACKED UP BY OVER 25 YEARS 

EXPERIENCE HELPING CUSTOMERS TO IMPROVE THEIR 

HOMES 

Why not give them a call to see what they can do for you 

and your property........ 

01837 54019 or enquiries@okehamptonglass.com 

www.okehamptonglass.com 

 

 



 
North Tawton Afternoon W.I. 

 

Ramblings of a North Tawton W.I. Member 
 
According to husband, I’ve just had a ‘lovely day out’. First stop – Mole Avon – to look at the wood. Should I get ‘6be4’ 
or ‘4be4’? We stop to admire the galvanised wheel barrows and look longingly at the railway sleepers. Then it’s inside to 
check out the incredible range of wellies and boiler suits. Is he the only man on the planet to have ‘best’ ‘good’ and ‘not 
so good’ wellies? With the same grading in boiler suits? This is not supposed to be an advert for Mole Avon but letting 
husband loose in there is like the proverbial small child in a sweet shop. I can summon up only a tiny fraction of his  
enthusiasm for strimmer cord and coach bolts and screws. (he has just given me a detailed description of what makes a 
coach bolt different to a coach screw – you do not need to know this, believe me). We’re through the tills, we’re heading 
for the exit and he suggests ‘let’s get some seed potatoes’ HURRAH. I can sense the possibility of a trade-off looming – 
seed potatoes in exchange for tea and Bakewell slice at the garden centre. Deal? Done. 
 
Let’s move on to teaching English to village children in Tanzania. Which is precisely what retired police man David 
Harvey applied to do in 2008 when he came across a volunteering opportunity in a newspaper. The charity ‘Village  
Africa’ was set up in 2006 by Caroline Johnston and a local village priest and is based in the village of Yamba, high up 
in the Western Usambara mountains in Eastern Africa. David described his initial arrival in Milingano followed by the 
challenging trek, on foot for the last couple of miles, up into the mountains to Yamba (the views were stunning). The 
village houses were made from wattle and daub, the roof was either galvanised (a sign of wealth) or grass and split  
banana leaves. Two streams running through the village were used for everything and as a result were heavily polluted. 
Plastic containers (a very precious commodity) were used to collect the mountain mist water that would run off the roof 
tops. The soil was very shallow but surprisingly fertile which allowed the villagers to harvest three crops per year of 
plantain, beans, maize and potato. However, David described them as living life virtually on the edge of drought  
conditions. Despite the tough environment the villagers seemed happy and content – teaching the children was fun and 
David tried hard to make lessons colourful and active with as much learning as possible taking place outside. A typical 
morning started with exercise (regardless of the fact that some pupils had just walked three miles through the bush to 
school) followed by assembly and the Tanzanian National anthem. Cookery lessons for the girls would include how to 
pound plantain – football for the boys would involve a ball made from plastic bags wrapped up with string and elastic 
bands. Everyone loved to make music - whether it was playing homemade guitars or singing - and the school even had 
its own drum band. David’s particularly special memories are of the spectacular scenery, the sunrises and sunsets, and 
the people – especially the children. He may only have been there for three months but the impact of his Village Africa 
experience was clearly profound. 
The Devon Federation W.I. quiz is almost upon us – we are furiously revising (maybe not that furiously) we are hoping 
that the cake selection at half time is as yummy as in previous years and that (as happened one year) the team next to us 
is composed of a gluten free lady, a vegan, one lady with Type 2 diabetes and another lady ‘trying to be good’. I’m 
proud to say we helped them out.  
We are invited to sign up for a bluebell walk on Dartmoor in May or experience a Medieval Day at Church House, South 

Tawton. Want to know more about late medieval lifestyles including fashion and makeup tips? There will even be an 
opportunity to do some fifteenth century dancing. My mind is suddenly filled with images of husband at a recent 

‘wedding disco’ – when I asked him about his unusual ‘style’ he said ‘those moves are all my own work’. I’ve just 
checked fifteenth century dances on YouTube – step, step, step hop - it’s him!!                                                              

              Sue Knott 
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WHIST  

AT  
SAMPFORD COURTENAY VILLAGE HALL 

 
Monday 4th March 

 
7.00 for 7.30 p.m. 

Building the Dream 
 

A number of years ago, many of you will remember we 
advertised for people who shared our dream of building 
their own house, asking them to register with us as we 
were looking to apply for planning permission on part of 
our field. 
We, eventually, obtained our outline planning consent 
and many of those who have come on the journey with 
us have registered their interest in the available plots. We 
do, however, still have two plots available and would 
love to give further North Tawton people the opportunity 
to fulfil their dream. 
If you would like more details, or to come up to the site 
to see what’s happening, please email us at 
nigel-ro@tiscali.co.uk 
    or telephone 01837 82138. 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
     Nigel and Rosemary 

 

Thursday 14th March  
the Guides have a quiz in the Town Hall , 

7.00pm for 7.30pm start,  
teams of 6 maximum  

cost £2.00 per person. 
Tea,coffee and cakes available. 

Proceeds for Guide funds. 

mailto:nigel-ro@tiscali.co.uk
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We care, watch over & protect 

 
Sampford Courtenay Village Hall 

 
 

Available for Meetings, Weddings, Shows 
and Parties 

 
Recently extended, we can offer a main hall with 
a stage, separate meeting room, vestibule with 

disabled toilet and ample car parking. 
The location handy for our historic village and 

church 
 

Want to book or know more? 
Contact: 

Deborah Taylor-Morris 
Tel: 01837 82743 

  Email: djtaylormorris@gmail.com 
 

 
for details of availability and our  

competitive hire charges 
 

 

 
 
 

Dedicated teams of farm and pets vets 
North Tawton            01837 82327 
Okehampton          01837 658777 
Hatherleigh          01837 810455 

Equus Vets (horses)  01837 214004 
www.northparkvets.co.uk 

  Farm: Emergency, routine, herd health, small holders 
  Pets: Vaccinations, neutering, operations in all  
              surgeries, dentistry, puppy parties 

Amanda’s 
 

Ironing Services 
 

North Tawton 
 

07927 341770 
01837 82025 

  
   regular or occasional services  

  to suit your needs     
  collection/delivery available 

  
  

Give me a call and we can discuss your  
Requirements 

 
 Friendly and efficient service 

Tel: 01837 82271                 W J Morris & 
Sons 

                         

  ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS 

& 

           CONTRACTORS 

                      Established 1953 
 

                     Timber Yard, Sampford Courtenay 
                                    Okehampton EX20 2TB 

 

mailto:djtaylormorris@gmail.com
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Wednesday 6 March 10:00-11:00— ‘Tiger Who 

Came to Tea’ party  

Celebrate the 50th Anniversary of Judith Kerr’s story with 

us.  Story, followed by activities and tea party.  Suitable for 

children under 5 and their carers .  Free, donations  

Welcome.                                                                                

Chance to win a copy of ‘The Tiger Who Came to Tea’ 

Thursday 7 March 10:00-15:00 —World Book Day - ‘Meet 

the Authors’ 

Several authors will be here to chat about their work and 

how they got published.  Copies of their titles will be  

available to purchase and to be signed by the authors.  

Further details available from staff. Free event.   

Refreshments will be available, donations welcome   

Thursday 7 March 15:45-16:30—World Book Day - Stories 

and Games 

Celebrate stories. Love Reading.    

Join us for some World Book Day stories and games. 

Suitable for children age 5+.  Free, donations welcome 

Saturday 9 March 10:00-12:30—Family Lantern Workshop 

with Wren Music  

Entry by donation, children over 8 and families welcome 

Wednesday 20 & 27 March 10:00-12:30 - Basic Computer 
Training  
Are you confused by computers?  Sign up to our free IT 

sessions for beginners!  The sessions will be delivered by 

Elite Training South West.  This course runs over 2 sessions 

– booking essential 

Friday 29 March 09:45-10:45 – Mother’s Day Story & Craft 

Story and craft for under 5’s and their carers, to celebrate 

Mother’s Day. 

50p per child - no booking necessary 

You are welcome to arrive early and have a cuppa, only 

50p per cup 

 

 

 Regular events 

Adults 

Every Tuesday 13:30-14:30– Knit & Natter  
Bring along your knitting, stitching, crochet or other  
portable project, for a chat withlike-minded crafters.  Tea 
and coffee available at 50p a cup. 
 
Children 

Tuesdays 10:00- 10:30 - Bounce & Rhyme for over 1 year 
olds 
Free, no booking necessary   
   
Tuesdays 11:00-11:30 - Bounce and Rhyme for under 1 
year olds 
Free - no booking necessary 
 
1st Tuesday of the month 15:45 – 16:45 – Bookworms 
Book Club for ages 7 – 11   
(except Aug/Sept)  Free - no booking necessary  

Wednesdays 09:30 – 10:15 - Duplo Builders & Storytime 
for ages 0-5  
Free - no booking necessary 
 
2nd Thursday of each month 15:45-16:45 - Bunala Book 

Club for ages 12+   Ask staff for further details 

 

Saturdays 10:30 – 11:30 Lego Builders for ages 5+    
Free, no booking necessary 
  
Book Track for ages 6+  
during library opening hours.  Free, ask staff for further 
details 
 
Children under 8 must be accompanied to all events by a 
responsible adult  
 
Okehampton Library  
4 North Street 
Okehampton EX20 1AR                          01837 52805  

Saturday 30th March  
Guide Spring Coffee Morning  

10.00 – 11.30am  
in the Town Hall. 

                Usual stalls, ,draw, hamper etc  
Proceeds for Guide funds.  

Table tops available £5.00 but no food or draws  
Contact 89160 to book.  

QUIZ SHEETS 
If you enjoy the quiz sheets that used to be around a lot, the 
Guides have made one for you to hopefully enjoy and fill a 
few hours !! They are £1 each and there will be a cash 
prize ,winner to be announced at the coffee morning on 
30th March. The sheets are available from any Guide or 
Guider or contact 89160 if you would like one. 

 
 
 

An evening with  
The Bondleigh Barn Band   

Saturday, 9th March  
at the Village Hall in Bow starting at 7 p.m. 

(doors open at 6.30 p.m.) 
 
Come and hear a band of over forty players in a 

wide selection of music suitable for all the  

Family, with opportunities to join in if you wish.  

A light-hearted evening with refreshments  

  available in the interval. 
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OKEHAMPTON AND DISTRICT LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY 
 

 ROMAN REMAINS STUDY DAY ON AUGUST 10th. 
 
      The Roman occupation of Britain lasted from about AD 50 until AD 450.   At several different 
periods during that time North Tawton was the site of important military bases probably  
guarding the crossing of the River Taw on the road which led through Exeter and Okehampton.  
Some of these military camps would have had thousands of troops present with accompanying 
buildings. 
 
      Recent excavations in the building site to the East of Okehampton have provided a clearer 
view of the importance of this area.  There is archaeological work being carried out on the North 
Tawton sites during this year.  Some of this in association with building work, some by a group 
of archaeologists from Exeter University and the County. 
 
       Our Society is organising a study day in North Tawton on 10th August 2019.  This will  
include illustrated talks on the Roman Features which are visible in the area of De Bathe Cross 
and Newland Mill.  By courtesy of Rev'd Nick Weldon these will be given in St. Peter's Church 
North Tawton starting at 2 p.m. 
 
       We are pleased that we will get information from a group which will include local  
archaeologist Steve Stocker who has a full and up to date knowledge of the Roman features in 
the area, Chris Smart who has a wide knowledge of the Roman Forts in Devon and Joao Fonte 
who is experienced in modern archeological methods and has a wide knowledge of the Roman 
Military. 
 
       Some of the Roman features are visible from public roads and footpaths.   By the  
generosity of several local landowners we will be able to visit other local sites where the Roman 
features can be seen.  The arrangements for these escorted visits will be published nearer the 
time and numbers may have to be limited. 
 
      This event will be named after Dr. Jean Shields BEM who contributed so much to the  
historical knowledge of our area. 
         
      We always welcome visitors to our meetings and I hope that those of us who live close to 
these important historical features will be able to attend.  There will be a small charge to cover 
temporary membership of our society. 



           
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
The first signs of Spring really are here. It is 
hard to imagine that we had to close the school 
just a few weeks ago because of the snow! 
Driving through the lanes to Chagford School, 

to meet local heads, the blue skies and fluffy clouds were a welcome sight. 
Nevertheless, the pupils (and staff) were of course delighted to have a day off 
school during the snow. I am sure that everyone enjoyed the time with their 
families building snowmen and riding sledges. 
 
Can you believe we are half way through the school year? We are very busy as 
always, encouraging the children to read more in our efforts to drive up writing 
standards. We have created a ‘Word Wall’, enticing pupils to think about using 
more adventurous words and learning new ones! We also have challenged each 
of the classes to read more with our ‘Read in February’ competition. The  
winning class receives a little treat – as does the class teacher! Watch this space 
for the winner, and for the Writer of the Month. 

 
This term we held our second annual  
Grandparents’ Day which was a huge success. The 
hall was full of admiring Grandparents who loved 
the school choir, and listening to their  
grandchildren singing. A short presentation  
followed, sharing photos and information about all 
the learning that takes place in our school. The 
grandchildren from all the classes then spent time 
sharing books with their Grandparents. The school received many 
positive comments and much praise for the hard work and  
commitment shown by our dedicated staff. Many of the  
Grandparents said how impressed they were with what they saw in 
the books, and noted how much expectations have increased since 
they were last in classrooms! Above all they were “bursting with 

pride” and admiration for the school and all the 
staff. It was a super morning and we hope to  
welcome you to join us for the next ‘Open  
Celebration Assembly’ held in the school hall at 
2:45 p.m. on Friday, 1st March. 
 
Until next month, 
 
Sunita Chauhan 
Head of School 
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WINTER SALE 
All Beds & Mattresses in our Winter Sale with reductions of up to 40% off 

until end of February. 
An additional 5% discount on sale prices with this advert  

 
Proudly handcrafted on Dartmoor using the finest certified Dartmoor wool 
Huge choice of luxury fabrics to choose from for divan bases and headboards. 

Free delivery. 
 

The Dartmoor Bed Company 
4 Moorside Court, Yelverton Business Park, Crapstone, Yelverton, PL20 7PE 

01822 852244 
www.thedartmoorbedcompany.com 
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Keen Gardeners? 

We are looking for people to take part in an open gardens event on Friday, 16th August, part of the  
Nanny Knight Revels which will be taking place in the town for the whole week 11th to 17th August. 

If you would be happy to invite people to look around your patch, however big or small please contact us 

organiser@theartandmusic.com          07890 850877 

Nanny Knight's Nasturtiums 
  
Collect your Nanny Knight Nasturtium seeds and plant pot from the Post Office from Saturday April 
6th. Grow your seeds in the pot and bring it along to the marquee on August 17th.  The most beautiful 
nasturtium, in the opinion of the judge, will be the winner of this special class.  Any age can enter - 
and any secret growing potion can be used!  Only 30 Nanny Knight's nasturtium pots will be given 
away, so hurry to the Post Office during the week beginning April 6th, and get growing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It’s back!! 

 
Following our events in 2012, 2013 and 2015 

We are organising a Revel for 2019 

 

Save the dates!! 

 
The Revel will start in the Park on Sunday 11th August 

And will conclude on Saturday 17th August at the Rugby Club. 

 
There will be the usual races and activities at these venues, 

as well as numerous events happening throughout the week 

including a Tea for the Seniors of  North Tawton on Wednesday 14th 

and quizzes, storytelling, music and entertainment 
 

Watch this space - more will be revealed! 

 

We can’t wait to see you all during the Revel, make sure you can say 
“Us wuz there”!! 

mailto:organiser@theartandmusic.com
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Service 
 Free, and for visual  

North  T own  Hall Fo ye r   
on  third of each month  from  to 

01392   

 

YOGAJEANIE   
 
A gentle yoga class for all abilities. 
Ideal for those new to yoga and  
improvers. The class will focus on 
breathing practice, basic yoga poses 
and relaxation time. We will stretch 
and move to music. Leave feeling 
chilled,  having worked your body 
in a safe and enjoyable way. 
 
Sampford Courtenay Village Hall  
Tuesday 6 - 7pm 
The Ockment Centre 
Tuesday 9 - 10am 
Friday   9 -10am 
Follygate and Inwardleigh Parish 
hall 
Wednesday 6.30 -7.30pm 
£5 drop in. 
Contact me for more information 
jeanharris50@hotmail.com 
07929278788 
Bring a mat. I have spares! 
See you on the mat 

mailto:Jeanharris50@hotmail.com
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News from the Castle  

Hi everyone, 
It is only a few weeks now until the castle re-opens for the new season and we have been busy 
painting, plastering, moving collection items and getting ready to welcome everyone. The big day is 
Saturday 9th March and the castle is then open 7 days a week until the end of October. We are  
really looking forward to sharing the ongoing re-presentation of the castle which will continue 
throughout the year as the final parts of the building conservation work is completed. 
 
For the past few years, we have had a second hand book shelf in the café which raises money for 
conservation projects at Castle Drogo. It is with great pleasure that I can announce that all monies 
raised this coming year will go towards restoration of the stained glass windows in the Chapel and 
replacement benches for the garden.  
 
If you have any spare books (decent quality please!) please do drop them off with the visitor centre 
team. We especially would like children’s books as they fly off the shelves as quickly as we put 
them on! We would also like travel, gardening, and crime/thriller but would welcome all genres. If 
you have loads (i.e. 10 boxes) we may be able to help with collection too. 
 
We are also looking for a couple of people to join the book team. The role is to check stock levels 
and display, and we would especially like help on Sundays. You can easily tie it in with other  
volunteering too so, if you have been thinking about being one of our brilliant storytellers in the  
castle, you can easily do both. Please get in touch if you would like to find out more. 
 
Thank you to everyone who has supported the book shelves by donating books or buying books 
over the past few years. The biggest thanks must go to the brilliant team of volunteers who manage 
and organise the bookshelves and have been instrumental in making it such a success. 
 
Paula  
Community Engagement Officer, Castle Drogo 
01647 434130, paula.clarke@nationaltrust.org.uk           

OKEHAMPTON CHORAL SOCIETY 
 

Okehampton Choral Society will be performing 
a special programme for their next concert on 
SATURDAY 16th MARCH  at All Saints Parish     
Church, Okehampton starting at 7:30pm. 
The opening work is Mozart’s “Solemn Vespers”  
a work of sublime beauty, written when he was 24.   
It includes the wonderful “Laudate Dominum”  - a 
haunting melody and perhaps the most famous part 
of the work.  Following this will be Haydn’s  
“Maria Theresa Mass” which was written towards 
the end of his long successful career and is full of 
his typical joyous energy.   
The concert falls on the eve of St. Patrick’s Day 
and to celebrate this the society will be giving the 
premiere performance of an exciting new piece for 
choir and orchestra “The Prayer of St Patrick” by 
the society’s conductor, the composer Andrew 
Wilson. 
The choir will be accompanied by a full orchestra 
led by Paul Mathews and will be joined by a starry 
line up of professional soloists.   Refreshments will 
be served after the concert. 
Tickets are £10 (£5 students) available from choir 

members, Cargo Cult in The Arcade or on the 

door. 
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Sampford Courtenay Parish Website: 
 
http://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/ 
 

The website is managed by Julie Carpenter 
who can be contacted on  

juliec2911@hotmail.co.uk 
or  

admin@sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk 
or by phone: 

 
   07866 605184 

 

North Tawton Baby and Toddler Group 
 

Little Seedlings Baby and Toddler Group. 
 

North Tawton Primary School Hall  
 

Friday mornings during term time,  
9 a.m. to 11 a.m.  

£2 per family (Everyone is very welcome).  
 

Please see our Facebook page for updates.  

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION.- NORTH TAWTON BRANCH - Founded Feb 1922 

Brian Balsdon who died recently had been a tower of strength in his help and expertise and gave 

some hope of the Branch surviving against the odds. Brian became Membership Secretary at a time 

when RBL was undergoing major changes, some of which meant members were not receiving cards, 

making it almost impossible at Branch level to know member numbers. By patient application Brian 

resolved this. As Vice Chairman he was a reliable member of the committee. At the 2018 AGM he  

became Chairman. 

 

Tribute should be paid to Barry Ware, who has been Branch Chairman for almost twenty years, 

through a long illness and difficult times. He has sustained the Branch, the annual Auction funding the 

Christmas widows payments and has organised regular Mystery trips for several years. Barry took over 

as the last of the World War Two veteran members could no longer manage. 

 

Clifford Westlake was Chairman for many years, Reg Farley, Reg Fry, Alf Bolt and Les Skinner  were 

long term members. One of the innovations, still being presented was the Legion  Shield awarded at 

the School at the end of Term, the staff deciding the winner and certificate recipients.  

 

Viewers of “Dad’s Army” will have seen the scramble to enlist in the Local Defence Volunteers, in  

fact this task fell to the Legion Chairman Bill Heath, who later segregated the older veterans to form 

the North Tawton Post of the Royal Observer Corps. Major Legion events pre-war had been the  

Children's party and the Garden Produce show. 

 

Nationally the Legion made much of the 90th Anniversary because of the uncertainty of Branches  

lasting until the Centenary. In order for the North Tawton Branch to reach our Centenary in 2022 we 

need new members. Please consider how you can help. 
 
            David Bale   PRESIDENT. 

http://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/
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SM Plumbing & Heating 
Stuart  

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 
 

Contact me on 
07738 759606  or  01837 880067 

 
No.519960         stuartmoffat2@h otmail.com 

4, Park Houses, North Tawton 

 EX20 2DX 

 
Taw Va l l ey Dental Care 

 
56 Fore Street 
North Tawton 

EX20 2DT 
 

Telephone: 01837 880096 
 

Oral Health Accessible to All 
 

 

 

     

 

 

 
 

M C Poole 
Digger hire with driver 

Most work undertaken 
Tel: 01837 82947        Mobile: 07970 653827 

 

READING GROUP 
 
 

MEETS last Tuesday MONTHLY 7.30 p.m. 
AT THE NEW INN 

CONTACT ISHBEL ASKEW 
01837880171 

ishgordon@live.co.uk 

  
RAKES & LADDERS 

 

GARDENING, PAINTING & DECORATING, 
INTERNAL & EXTERNAL MAINTENANCE 

 

CONTACT PAUL SIMPSON 
01837 82039/07506 791174 

randldevon@btinternet.com 

BESPOKE HATS,  
FASCINATORS  

& BAGS 
Beautiful hand crafted accessories made to                 

    compliment any outfit for those special occasions. 
Made to order 

                  For more information please contact Rachel Dunn 
on 

                     01837 682942 / 07779513204 
Please visit my website at www.alldunnup.co.uk 

 or my facebook page at www.facebook.com/alldunnup2015  

mailto:stuartmoffat2@hotmail.com
mailto:ishgordon@live.co.uk
http://www.alldunnup.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/alldunnup2015


 News  from Sampford Courtenay Parish Council       
 
Full minutes can be viewed on our website  www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk  where any useful links are live. 
Plus check out our new FACEBOOK Page. Like and Share to help us spread SCPC news. 
 
SEAMOOR LOTTO – Sampford Courtenay Parish Council has registered as one of the charities who will benefit from the 
new Lotto run by WDBC.  If you have not bought your ticket yet, please sign up at https://www.seamoorlotto.co.uk/support/
sampford-courtenay-parish-council  
 
Notes from SCPC Feb 19 
 

1. There has been a 32% response of households in the Parish to the Survey. Cllr. Wilson will present the results at the 
Open Meeting on Tues 21st May. Thank you to everyone who took the time to complete the survey. 

 
2. Cllr. Wilson has also set up a “Just Giving Page” on the Website and Facebook page to try and raise funds towards a 

Defibrillator for the parish. 
    SCPC have endeavoured to reduce or maintain the Annual Precept for the past 4 years, and the current allocation just 

covers the annual running expenses for the parish. Therefore alternative funding has to be sought for any other projects 
in the parish.  Your support for these projects is always appreciated. 

 
3. The recent snow fall reminded us that several of the new Snow Warden volunteers still need the basic training – this will 

be available at the Village Hall on Sat 16th March for all new volunteers.  (You will be able to enjoy a “Big Breakfast” 
while you are there) 

 
4. After a recent enquiry by a parishioner whose access to Berrydown Plantation had been challenged by the landowner – 

SCPC have contacted the Forestry Commission who has reported that according to them “the whole of Berrydown 
Plantation is dedicated for open access under s.16 of the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000. This entitles the 
general public to open access for the purposes of running, walking, climbing, sightseeing and birdwatching.”  Further 
advise on vehicular access to the designated car park in this area is being sort. 

 
5. Early warning of up-coming events for your diary. 

a) Local Elections 2nd May – anyone wishing to stand as a Parish Councillor please get in touch with the Clerk. 
b) Tues 7th May – SCPC AGM  followed by normal monthly meeting. 
c) Sat 18th May – Village Spring Clean – come and help tidy the parish and then enjoy a pasty and glass of cider with 

SCPC to say thank you for your efforts. 
    d) Tues 21st May – Spring Open Meeting – a chance to come and hear the results of the Survey and contribute to how         
        SCPC and other groups in the parish should plan for your future in the village.  
 
 
Please contact SCPC Clerk – Marion Pratt at SCPCClerk@aol.com or on 01837 82285 if you would like to raise any 
issues.  Even better, come along to a meeting.  Next meetings    Mar 5th and Apr 2nd.  
                Marion Pratt 
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Sampford Courtenay &  

Honeychurch  
Flower & Veg Show  
Brainstorm Meeting 

 
 
 
 

Fri Mar 22nd 2019 7.30pm at  
Sampford Courtenay Village Hall 

 

• Pick up your seed potato & bucket for “Heaviest 
Crop” Class. 

• Make suggestions for this year’s  
 Schedule 
 

This year’s show will be on  

Saturday 24th Aug 2019 

 
North Tawton Twinning Association 

QUIZ & PUDDINGS 
FRIDAY 29th March – THE BOWLING CLUB, NORTH 

TAWTON  – 7.30 p.m. 
OPEN TO EVERYONE!! 
Teams of up to 6 persons.  

Cost £5 per person to include puddings; or £2 per person if 
you don’t want to sample the lovely deserts. 

 

 CLUB BAR WILL BE OPEN! 
BOOK A TABLE NOW TO AVOID 
DISAPPOINTMENT! 

It will be more “Pointless” 
 Than  

“Master Mind” or 
“University Challenge”! 

For more information contact Marion Pratt on 82285 or 
email marion174@btinternet.com 

Merci Beaucoup! 

Just come and enjoy the fun, you don’t have to become 

part of the Twinning 

http://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=sampford%20courtenay%20parish%20council
https://www.seamoorlotto.co.uk/support/sampford-courtenay-parish-council
https://www.seamoorlotto.co.uk/support/sampford-courtenay-parish-council
mailto:SCPCClerk@aol.com


                                           
 
 

 
 

 
 

Wall & Floor Tiling         Under Tile Heating 

Waterproof Tanking         Free Quotations 
 
Tel              Mob 07729  460746  

 
 
NORTH TAWTON 
 RUGBY 
FOOTBALL CLUB 
 The Clubhouse is  

available to HIRE for  

PRIVATE FUNCTIONS

Competitive Rates 

Ample Parking 

Now with free wifi  

 

  ALL EVENTS CATERED FOR 
 

 Call  
 SARAH on     7     

WHITEGATES JOINERY 

BESPOKE JOINERY SPECIALISTS 

KITCHENS, STAIRS, DOORS, SLIDING SASH WINDOWS, 

CONSERVATION WORK 
FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE CALL ROGER 

01837 851720 / 07887731197 

EMAIL whitegates05@yahoo.com 
                                 Practical Wood Working Lessons Available 

Logs for Sale 
 
          Barn Stored    

  Various loads available 
  

   
   

 For more information call Chris Dunn on: 
01837 682942 or 07980 592509 
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Hare Cottage Beauty and Massage Studio 
 
Offering a variety of beauty treatments  
including; 
 
Facials 
Sports massage 
Deep tissue massage  
Hot stone massage 
Bamboo massage 
Swedish massage 
Aromatherapy massage 
Signature massage including stretches  
 
I am a  fully  qualified beauty/massage/sports/
spa therapist, with 5* experience in top spas. 
For any enquiries or to book an appointment 
please contact Julie on 
07709488835 
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Sampford Courtenay Flower Club 
 

Monday March 11th 
 

2.30.p.m. 
 

       The Village Hall 
 

    Mary & David Nunn 
 

    Talk on World NAFAS Show in Ireland 

Okehampton Table Tennis Club 
 
Our new session has now started at the club, which 
is situated behind the Post Office  
building in Castle Road, Okehampton. 
Monday evening from 7 p.m. -10 p.m. open to  
beginners or anyone renewing their love of table 
tennis perhaps.  
The session is a fun and social session open to all 
ages and abilities.  
 
Why not give it a try? 
for more information visit our website   
www.okehamptontabletennisclub.co.uk  or  
email:  
coaching@okehamptontabletennisclub.co.uk 
 
The North Wyke /North Tawton  team are looking 
for players to keep the team going for the new  
season . If you would like to join us or give it a try 
please contact Jill on 880233  
or Steve  :         steve.granger@rothamsted.ac.uk  

 
North Tawton Plastic Recycling 

 
In the car park 

3rd Saturday each month 9.30am until 
11.30 am 

(Please note new time) 
More Volunteers needed for just 1 hour 

per year 
Contact 01837 82568 

Check list of things to bring: margarine, spread & 

ice cream tubs, cream, yoghurt & salad pots, 

fruit , veg, meat & fish trays, preformed biscuit & 

chocolate trays, CDs & the plastic cases, plastic 

flower pots, coat hangers, large food containers 

up to a bucket size, bubble wrap...this is the only 

soft plastic. N.B. - no black plastic.  

Art Group 

Every 1st Tuesday 7.30-9.30 
A friendly place to meet artists with a  
variety of skills and abilities. 
Bring your own materials.  

Blues Jam Session 
 
Every 3rd Tuesday 7.30-9.30 
Playing 12 bar blues in a group, not an 
open mic. 
Drum Kit, Amps and PA provided. 

The Community Centre,  
Barton Street, North Tawton. 
 
Tea & coffee available or BYOB. We will 
ask for a contribution for room hire. 
For more information 
email organiser@themusicandart.co.uk  
or text/phone 07890 850877  

 
 
A date for your diary  -    

do you remember these  birds? 
 

Concert at St.  Andrew’s Church,   
Sampford Courtenay 

 on  
Saturday, 11th May 2019 at 7.30 p.m. 

 

     Last May, the two Rivers Orchestra and the  
augmented choir of St. Andrew’s Church, Sampford 
Courtenay gave a concert in aid of Children’s Hospice 
South West under the title “The Cuckoo and the  
   Nightingale”. 
The same forces will give a second concert this year 
in aid of the Devon Air Ambulance and St. Andrew’s 
   Church.   
Roger Cleverdon will be the soloist in Handel’s Organ 
Concerto, Opus 4, No. 4 and William Boyce’s 4th 
Symphony will be performed together with music by 
Byrd, Purcell, Maurice Greene, Boccherini, Mozart 
   and Elgar. 
 

Tickets, price £10 for adults and £5 (under 18’s) will 

include wine (soft drinks) in the interval and can be 

  obtained on 01837 82376. 

THANK YOU 
 

JOHN RIDGWAY 1931-2019 
 

Denise, Barry and family would like to thank everyone for 
their messages of sympathy and donations to the Devon Air 
Ambulance Trust in John’s memory.  Grateful thanks also 
to the Rev’d Nick Weldon and the Rev’d Rita Bullworthy 

for their help and support.  

mailto:organiser@themusicandart.co.uk
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Reflexology and Reiki Healing. 
 Relaxing and therapeutic treatments to 
help reduce stress, assist recovery from  
illness, and improve general health and  

well-being. 
  

Jacquie Kenny MAR. 01837 851793.  

 

 

ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
 

 Quality Work By Fully Qualified Tradesman 
All Electrical Work Undertaken 

Domestic, Industrial, Commercial &  
Agricultural Installations 

Fully Compliant to Part P Building Regulations 
All Work carried out to  

18th  Edition Wiring Regulations 
Over 30 Years experience in electrical  

contracting 
 

24 HOUR EMERGENCY CALL OUT 
 

Tel. 01363 881002 Mob. 07710 673270 
 

www.tuxelectrical.co.uk 

Jenny Rock 

 Rock Solid Book-Keeping Solutions                    
Creating Order from Chaos! 

 

Friendly, helpful advice for small businesses 
Part-time, one-off and temporary contracts 

 

CIMA Diploma Management Accounting 
AAT Level 4, IABK Part II  

20+ years experience 

 

Winkleigh, Devon 
M: 07743 683756 

Email:  rocksolidbookkeeping18@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A friendly, family run company aiming to provide a range of 
high quality arboricultural services to our Customers’   
  trees. 
 

Services include: 

Tree removals/ dismantles 
Tree pruning, reductions, thinning, shaping and dead wood  
removal 
Hedge trimming 
Stump grinding 
Tree planting 

 

All work is insured to £5 million, complies with  
relevant British standards and is carried out by  
appropriately trained and equipped professional  
arborists  
CALL NOW for friendly, professional advice and to  
arrange a FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE  
TEL: 07398268877 
EMAIL: adamofedentrees@gmail.com 
Check us out on Facebook and Instagram: @adamofedentrees 



MOBILE LIBRARY 
 
THURSDAY  monthly 
 
March 21st / April 18th 
 

 BOW       Village Hall 
 
 15:35 to 16:05  

 
 BELSTONE CORNER    The Beeches 
 
 16:20 to 16:40 
 
 
     FRIDAY  monthly 
 
     March 8th / April 5th 
  
 NORTH TAWTON     The Square 
  
 09:45 to 11:15 
 

BONDLEIGH          Old School 

13:55 to 14:15 
 
 

SATURDAY monthly 
 
 March 23rd / April 20th 

 
NORTH TAWTON           The Square 

10:00 to 12:00 
 
Library Membership is FREE. 
Join at any age - no lower age limit  
(toddlers can join!). 

Okehampton & District Local History 

 Society 

Ockment Centre,  North Street,  Okehampton 

 

Wednesday, March 13th, 

7.30 p.m. 

 

Medieval towns in Devon and Cornwall 

Tony Wood 
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Bondleigh Rainfall 
 

2019 started dry with no rain measured until 16th. By 
the end of the month the total rainfall amounted to 
61.3mm. Most of this fell in the last few days as either 
   rain or snow.  
  
January 2018 was very different, having a total of  
   153.2 mm.  

  Danny Semorad 

   

 Okehampton Parkinson’s Support Group 
 

   Meet Castle Ham, Okehampton  
   4th Thursday every month  2-4 p.m.. 

 Trips, activities,  
talks throughout the year.  

 01837 55813  

 
LAKEWAY UNITED CHURCH 

 NORTH TAWTON 
 

T.A.P. (Tea and Praise) 
SUNDAY 17TH MARCH – 4 p.m. 
 THEME – EASTER AND LENT 

 SHORT SERVICE FOLLOWED BY 
 REFRESHMENTS 

 
 EVERYONE WELCOME 

CONTACT ROSE – 01837 82130  

Okehampton U3A 
University of the Third Age 

 

The March meeting will take place at the  
Ockment Centre, North Street at 

2.30 p.m. on Thursday 28th March. 
 

There will be a talk by  
 

Devon Freewheelers  
Devon Freewheelers is a registered Charity 
with a team of volunteers who are dedicated 
to supporting our NHS in delivering essential 
blood supplies and other medical products on 
an urgent basis. The Freewheelers have a 
fleet of eleven motorcycles and provide a 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week service.The team 
completed over 4,000 missions in 2018 and 
the talk will cover the wide range of deliveries 
which they make and the motorcycles which 
they use. 
 

We meet at the Ockment Centre, North Street, 
Okehampton, EX20 1AR at 2.30PM.     

Okehampton U3A welcomes new or prospective 
members, who will receive a warm  

welcome.   The only requirement is that members 
are not in full time employment. More information 

can be found at   
www.u3asites.org.uk/okehampton .  

If you would rather turn up and  
introduce yourself, that’s fine too.   

http://www.u3asites.org.uk/okehampton
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Exbourne, Sampford Courtenay and  

Jacobstowe W.I. 
 

The latest meeting was held on Thursday February 4th in Exbourne village hall.    The president 
(Margaret Cleveland) welcomed everyone and Jerusalem was sung.  The speaker was Martin 
Thornton from the North Dartmoor Rescue Group.   He gave a very comprehensive and  
interesting presentation on the work of the rescue groups, explaining about training for various  
situations, as well as showing several rescues, including when they went to York to help with the 
flooding.  He was thanked by Rosie Dunn. 
At the meeting that followed a team was picked to go to the DFWI Quiz at Morchard Bishop on  
February16th.    Ann Langworthy reported that the Exbourne WI Facebook was up and running.     
Some business matters were postponed to the next meeting as there were several members absent, 
some of them because of illness. These included the proposed celebration for the 85th Birthday  
Celebration, the annual lunch and the summer outing.   A spring visit to the Solland Cider Farm is 
to be arranged to see the apple blossom.   
Final arrangements were made for the Coffee Morning in Hatherleigh on March 12th.   There is 
still no action on what is happening with the Groups.  We are the only ones left in the  
Hatherleigh Group with Bratton Clovelly.  The next Walk is on February 22nd at Bridestowe  
Station for a walk on the Granite Way. 
Flower of the Month winners were Sally Kenealy, Ethel Nancekivell and Bonnie Stenning.    
Competition winners for a picture of Dartmoor also ended in a tie, the winners being Nicky Craig, 
Pam Pemberton and Sally Kenealy. 
The next meeting is in Exbourne village hall on March 7th, when Sue Enderson will explain 'Why 
cut up fabric and sew it back together again?'  
              Margaret Weeks 

News from Sampford Courtenay 
 
 

Plough Sunday was celebrated at St. Andrew’s on 13th January with the horse drawn plough being 
pushed up the aisle by members of the Young Farmers’ club,  Seeds and soil were blessed, as were 
the tractors and ploughs, both vintage and modern, which had gathered in The Square.   
The Flower Club enjoyed a New Year lunch at The New Inn on Tuesday, 15th January and the Bell 
Ringer’s did likewise at The Countryman on Friday, 1st February.   
A memorial service was held at St. Andrew’s on Wednesday 13th February for Mark Smith, husband 
of Heather Smith of Fernhills Moor. Mark died on Christmas Eve aged 78. The service and  
interment of ashes was led by the Rev’d Rita Bullworthy and included a poem by John Gillespie 
Magee Jr.  A tribute to Mark was given by Mark Ordish and the choir, led by Roger Cleverdon, sang 
A Gaelic Blessing by John Rutter.  A collection in memory of Mark was taken for Children’s  
Hospice South West.    Josie Reddaway of Middletown, Honeychurch, wife of Stewart and mother 
of Michael and Robert, died suddenly on Friday, 25th January.  She supported significantly events at 
Sampford Courtenay, particularly organising the refreshment stall at the Summer Fete and Christmas 
Bazaar.   She will be sadly missed in the village.   
Pam Kemp gave a most interesting, illustrated talk on Tibet in the Village Hall on Saturday, 19 th 
January.   
Don’t forget the bell ringers’ coffee morning on 23rd March, where you will be able to purchase your 
vegetables for the weekend.         Nicky Craig  
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St Andrew’s, Sampford Courtenay 
 

Holy Communion with the  
Imposition of Ashes 

 
Wednesday 6th March at 7.30 p.m. 

St. Andrew’s Church 
Sampford Courtenay 

 
CHORAL EVENSONG 

 
Sunday March 17th 

6.30 p.m. 
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Robinson Plant Ltd 
www.robinsonplant.co.uk 

 

A family firm with over 30 years 
experience 

 

All aspects of earthworks, groundworks and 
hard landscaping undertaken  

including: 
 

Site Excavation and Concreting 
Foundations and Driveways 

Sewers, Septic Tanks and Treatment Plants 
Stone walling and Paving 

Land Drainage and Ponds & Lakes 
Riding Arenas and Gallops 

No job too big or small. 
 

Office: 01837 89065 
Mobile: 07909 998945 

Email: info@robinsonplant.co.uk 

 
Incorporating 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Your Local Family Run Residential Sales &  

Lettings Agent 
 

With Branches in Winkleigh, Okehampton & 
Holsworthy 

 

Feel free to call into one of our branches  
or contact us for a FREE no-obligation Valuation 

of your Property 
 

Winkleigh: 01837 83393 

Okehampton: 01837 55755 

Holsworthy: 01409 253946 

 

E: info@howesestates.co.uk: W: 
www.howesestates.co.uk 

E: enquiries@purelettingsdevon.co.uk W: 
www.purelettingsdevon.co.uk 

http://www.robinsonplant.co.uk


 
       Interested in Walking for Health? 

in 

   North Tawton  
Last Saturday of the month at 10.30 a.m. in the Square  

 
For more information contact 
Pat Richardson 01837 880025 
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       Come and join us for tea/coffee, cake  
          and a chat. 
         
         Fortnightly on Tuesdays 
 
         Drop in anytime between 
            10.30 a.m. - 12 noon 
       in the Mortimer Room, St. Peter’s Church 
 

Tuesday Chat is for anyone free in the daytime looking to meet up with 
old friends and make new ones.  Free of charge.  If you need transport  

we will arrange for someone to collect you. 
For more information contact 

Carol Flowers 
01837 851841 

Dates: 
26th February, 12th March, 26th March  

St Andrew’s Parish Church, 
Sampford Courtenay 

 

Bell Ringers’ Coffee Morning 
 

Saturday 23rd March 10.00am - 
12noon 

Church Rooms 
 

 
Stock up with fresh vegetables for the  

weekend! 
 

 

Cakes, produce, books, draw, teas   



House Building ∙ Extensions ∙ Conservatories 
Barn Conversion · Brick, Block, Stone Work 

Driveway Paviours ∙ Rendering, Plastering ∙ Patios 
Wall & Floor Tiling ∙ Wood Work all fixings  

 

    IAN RICE Builder 
 

Sunnyridge, Moor View, North  

Devon EX20 2HW 
 

Mob: 0 7 9 6 7 4 1 8 1 1 0 
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Creative Scapes 
 

If it is in the garden we do it ! 

Artificial Grass – Drainage - Decking - Fencing –  
Gabions – Garden Clearance - Garden Buildings - 

Hedge Cutting - Planting – Patios – Paving –  
Play Equipment – Pruning –Turfing -Walling 

 
Specialists in Full or Part Garden Make-overs 

 
FREE QUOTATIONS + FIXED PRICES 

 
Contact: Neil Coldrick NCH 

Tel: 01837 880305.   
Mobile: 07836 541620. 

Email: creativescapes@btinternet.com 

* Design * Construction * Maintenance 

CARPENTER AND TILER 
 
30 years experience.  Lots of happy customers.  
Fair prices. Free estimates.  
Fast, tidy worker. Reliable. Professionally  
insured. 
Door hanging. Skirting and flooring. Kitchens fitted. 
Repairs. Floor and wall tiling. Wardrobes and  
cupboards made/fitted. 
Photos of my recent work available. 
Contact me, David Hitching, on: 
Land Line: 01837 89109    Mobile: 07871289317 
Email: david.hitching@btinternet.com 
Please leave contact details and a short  
message for a quick response. 

CARAVAN STORAGE  
 NEAR OKEHAMPTON 
10 MINUTES FROM A30  

INDOOR / OUTDOOR  
 

01837 659767    enquires@appledorefarm.com 
Caravans, Motorhomes, Trailer Tents, Cars 

Spaces from £0.72 / Day 
We also offer ‘Store and Stay’ package, so why not join us 
at our 5 star award winning caravan park on the edge of  

north Dartmoor? 
www.appledorepark.co.uk 

 

LINDFIELD PLANTS AND EGGS  
CREDITON ROAD, SAMPFORD COURTENAY   

         
FREE RANGE CHICKEN EGGS / QUAIL EGGS 

POINT OF LAY CHICKEN 
 

VIOLA / PANSY / PRIMROSES / POLYANTHUS 
WINTER BEDDING AND OTHER PLANTS 

 
From Okehampton - on left, just after Railway Bridge 
From N.Tawton - on Right just before Railway Bridge 

LOOK FOR THE PLANT AND EGG SIGNS 

01837 880219   07806815558 



ROUNDABOUT DEADLINE:  
 

Community News, Articles, and Events  
are published (free of charge) in any edition, 
but must  be received by the Editors no later 

than the 13th of the month before publication. 
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COFFEE MORNING & SILENT AUCTION 
 

In aid of Hospice UK   
(to assist Ian Webber’s London Marathon 

fundraising) 
   

At North Tawton Town Hall 
On Saturday 9th March 2019 

- From 10am to 12pm  
  

*************************** 
Grand Draw, Silent Auction, Cakes/Produce, 

Cards, Chutney, Plants & more!!!! 
**************************** 

(contact tel. no. 01837 82540) 
  

Donations will also be appreciated for cake / 
produce stall, draw & silent auction 

Friends of North Tawton Surgery 
 
 Dates for 2019: 
 
 13th April:  Coffee Morning 
 6th June:  Quiz Night 
 7th September: Coffee Morning 
 10th October: Quiz Night 
 14th December:  Turkey and Tinsel 
 

Please support these events. 

Kaleb’s Thumbprint  
Official Friends Group of Children’s Hospice South 

West 
 

Grand Jumble Sale,  
Draw & Refreshments 
Saturday 6th April 2019 

10am-12pm 
North Tawton Town Hall 

NORTH TAWTON BOWLING CLUB 
This is catch up on the news from the Club as we await the start of the 2019 summer season. 
As usual the work and events do not stop for the winter. So the club has organised various events for these long winter 
nights. We started with the AGM on 7th Nov. which was well attended and the following are just some of the highlights of a 
successful meeting 
The Chairman is again John Kinsey and the first lady ever as overall Club Captain is Jan Summers.  The Ladies Captain is 
Pam Davis.  Steve Adams has taken over the most important role of fixture secretary from long standing Robert Arscott and 
Gordon Denham continues as our hard working Secretary. Special mention was made of the Club’s Pub Fun Day which 
raised a huge amount of revenue. It was noted we managed to get another Men’s O.60s team into the very popular Exeter 
League. 
The surprise of the evening (for them anyway) was the award of Life Membership to Robert and Margaret Arscott. This was 
for all their hard work over many years. Well Done Both. 
 
Our Coffee Morning in the town hall plus Quiz Evening in the club on 17th Nov raised the combined total of £1000. This 
will not stay long in the coffers as we are spending or will have spent approx. £4500 on the green, mainly on drainage,  
edging and seeding.  Add to that a new mower and various work parties.   It is money well spent. 
The next event was the club dinner on 2nd Dec., held for the second year running in the Club House with food supplied by 
Kirstie’s Kitchen.  It was well attended and successful with no long speeches! 
Cups presented by the Club Chairman included Ladies and Men’s Champions -  Margaret and Robert Arscott, Avery Cup - 
Lloyd Reynolds,  Benham cup - Ashley Austen, Stoneman Cup - Lloyd Reynolds and John Kinsey, Ladies  Rose Bowl - Jan 
Summers,   Handicap Cup - Jan Summers, Ladies Pairs - Margaret Denham and Pam Davis. Captain Tom Watson presented 
the club person of the year to Pam Davis. 
 
The indoor short mat continues to go forward with Club days on Tues 2 p.m. and Thurs 7.30 p.m.. We have two teams in the 
league now. New mats have been purchased so we continue our winter indoors with much optimism. 
2019 includes the continuation of the successful Quiz Nights: the next one is on Saturday, 9th Feb. 
Work on the green continues under the watchful eye of Rob Arscott and Dave Cooper; painting and fencing with John  
Kinsey as overseer!!! 
The provisional date for Opening the green for the summer season is Saturday. April 12th. This is open to all.  New and old 
members are welcome and for the first time in many years we welcome a touring side ( West Sussex) We hope this is the 
start of new ventures for the club and may be the club itself going on tour??? 
 
Since the opening of the new club house, North Tawton Bowling Club has experienced a new lease of life with enthusiasm 
both on and off the Green. Hopefully this will transfer to all our Teams in their leagues this year. We also feel we have  a 
new rapport with North Tawton itself with many outside functions taking advantage of our new facilities, pleasant  
surroundings and ample parking        
             Mike Thwaites (President) 



 The Whiddon Mission Community 
North Tawton, Bondleigh, Sampford Courtenay, Honeychurch  

Chagford, Gidleigh, Throwleigh, Drewsteignton, South Tawton, Spreyton and Hittisleigh,  

TEAM VICAR: North Tawton                        Rev’d Nick Weldon  (880183)                     npweldon@gmail.com 

          The Rectory, Essington, North Tawton. EX20 2EX 

TEAM RECTOR: Chagford      Rev’d Paul Seaton-Burn (01647 432880)    

          The Rectory, Chagford, TQ13 8BW 

ASSISTANT MINISTER: North Tawton     Rev’d Rita Bullworthy (89168)              ritabullworthy@yahoo.co.uk 

CURATE: Chagford       Rev’d  Dr. Harriet Every (01647 432402)  

 
St. Peter’s North Tawton          Mr. Paul Andrews       (82648)                  Mrs. Rhona Bragg     (82343) 
St. James’ Bondleigh                                  Mr. Danny Semorad    (82319)                  Mr. Graham Stokes   (82240)                                                                                   
St. Andrew’s Sampford Courtenay             Mr. Malcolm Craig     (880118)                Mrs. Sarah Hanks      (851287) 
St. Mary’s Honeychurch                             Mr. Ray Squire           (851627)                Mr. Richard Weeks   (851269) 
    (All numbers are 01837 numbers unless otherwise stated) 

SERVICES at St. Andrew’s Church 

S a m p f o rd C o u r t e n ay 
 

1st Sunday 9.30 a.m. Morning Worship 
 

2nd Sunday     9.30 a.m.    Parish Communion  
      BCP 
3rd Sunday 6.30 p.m. Evensong 

 
4th Sunday 9.30 a.m. Parish Communion  
    BCP 

5th Sunday 9.30 a.m. Parish Communion 
     Common Worship 

SERVICES at St. Peter’s Church 

N o r t h Taw to n 
 

1st Sunday              11 a.m. Morning Worship 
 
2nd Sunday             11 a.m. Informal Communion 
                                6.30 p.m. Evensong (Apr - Oct) 
 
3rd Sunday              11 a.m. All-age Worship 
 
4th Sunday              Traditional Communion 
 
5th Sunday              Informal Communion 
 
      Provision for children at all 11 a.m. services 
     Sunday Club 1st, 2nd, 4th and 5th  Sundays SERVICES at St. James’ Church 

B o n d l e i g h 
 

1st Sunday 9.30 a.m. Holy Communion 

 
3rd Sunday 9.30 a.m. Holy Communion 

SERVICE at St. Mary’s Church 

H o n eyc h u rc h 
 

1st Sunday of the month at 3 p.m. 

 
Evensong and Holy Communion 

 
Lakeway United Church   

North Tawton 
  Methodist / United Reformed 

 
Circuit Minister    Rev’d Liz Singleton (52302)  
      (Mob. 07450 676936) 
Elder & Secretary   Mrs. Rose Dadds (82130) 
Asst. Secretary         Mrs. Jean Boardman (82159)  
 

 Sunday Morning Worship at 11 a.m. 

QUAKERS  
Ockment Centre,  

North Street, Okehampton 
EX20 1AR  

Sundays at 10.30 a.m. 

All visitors welcome 

North Street Chapel North Tawton 
  Previously Gospel Hall 
 
  Mr. C. Milton (82708) 

 
1st Sunday  11 a.m. Family Service 

 6.30 p.m. Evening Service 
 

Other Sundays  11 a.m. Morning Service 
Communion 

 6.30 p.m. Evening Service 
 

Sunday  10.30 a.m. Prayer Meeting 
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ORTHODOX CHURCH 
Devon Parish of Holy Prophet Elias 

For details of services contact 
Celia or Martin Olsson (82796)  

mailto:npweldon@gmail.com
mailto:ritabullworthy@yahoo.co.uk


ANYONE WISHING TO PLACE A COMMERCIAL   

ADVERTISEMENT IN “ROUNDABOUT” IS  

INVITED TO CONTACT THE EDITORS FOR  

DETAILS OF ADVERTISING RATES. 

“Roundabout” is printed by 
Ink  Print 

3 Station Road 
Okehampton EX20 1DY 

The Benefice Choir 

Under the direction of 
 

Roger Cleverdon 
 

Available to sing at 

WEDDINGS · BAPTISMS· FUNERALS 

Roger Cleverdon         01837 810320 
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NORTH  

YOUTH & COMMUNITY 

Bookings: Steve Blood 01837 82785 

 
POLICE   

PHONE   

 

NORTH TAWTON TOWN  

Bookings: Annette 01837 880054 

Secretary: Lin  01837 880031 

NORTH STREET CHAPEL  
SEWING CLUB 

(also knitting, crochet, cross stitch etc.) 
Come and join us from           

7 p.m. 
      £2 including refreshments 

For further information contact 
                 Charlotte Sampson 07706 942901 or  
  charlotte.sampson22@gmail.com 

 Mar 11th and 25th 
Apr 8th ; 

FROM THE R
 

FUNERAL 
Wednesday 19th December 2018 Geoffrey Martin PADDON      Lakeway United Church 
Friday 18th January              Brian BALSDON   (68)                            St. Peter's Church 
 
Thursday 24th January      John RIDGWAY  (87)                    St. James' Church  
INTERRMENT OF ASHES 
Wednesday 13th February          Stephen Mark SMITH   (78)      St. Andrew’s Church 
 

BAPTISM 
Sunday 20th January                     Willow Sonia GOSNEY (4 months)               St. Peter's Church 
 
Sunday 10th February            Delilah Kate RICE (15 months)                        St. Peter's Church   

Be Still 
A short informal monthly service of themed  

prayers, reflections & readings and creating space to 
dwell in the presence of God 

 
St. Andrew’s Church,  Sampford Courtenay 

Fourth Thursdays at 10 a.m. 
 

The next one will be on:           
Thursday 28th March 

 

 

CREATE & CRAFT 
 

North Street Chapel 
 

1st Saturday of the month 
2 - 4.30 p.m. 

 

£3 includes refreshments 
 

New members welcome 
 

Next meeting March 2nd 

mailto:charlotte.sampson22@gmail.com


 

Angels Hair Salon 
 

Hair in the  Square ·  01837 82430 
 

Modern Unisex Hair Salon 
 

• Official Suppliers of Tigi Hair products 
•        Modern salon with the most up to date  

• Free to join Reward Scheme 

• Cosmetics for sale at below high street prices 

• Exclusive salon hire available for private  
 

Tuesdays  -  Wednesdays  -  Thursdays  -  Fridays 
9 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. 

Saturdays 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

 
11 The Square, North Tawton, EX20 2JD 

 
Church Flowers & Brass 
 
 

  Sampford Courtenay 

  

 March  Shirley Reddaway 

 April   Pam Clayton 

  

 
Honeychurch 
 
March   M. Pyle 
April   V. Matthews 

 

 

        Bondleigh 
   
Mar 3rd   Sonia Rix 
Mar 10th / 17th Rose Smith 
Mar 24th / 31st Pam Evison 
Apr   7th / 14th Nicola Raffan 
Apr  21st / 28th Nikki Jourdan 
March 6th to April 18th Brass only 
March 31st Flowers for Mothering Sunday 
April 21st Easter Flowers 
 
North Tawton  
 
Flowers 
 
March 3rd  Mary Fry 
March 10th - April 18th Lent No Flowers 
April 21st Easter Flowers.  All helpers 
 
 
Brass    
 
March   Lindsay Gibb 
April   Jane and Monica Simons 
 
 
 
   ************** 
 
 
We are always in need of more people to 
help with the brass cleaning and the flowers 
    at St. Peters. 
 
You do not need to be an expert flower  
arranger so, if you would like to have a try,  
please contact Kay Webber (01837 82787)  

or Jo Fear (01837 82553) 
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C H Jones & Son 
 

Artist Blacksmiths &  
Fabricators 

 
Tim & Oliver Bramston 

www.devonblacksmiths-fabricators.uk 
 

1 The Square, North Tawton, EX20 2EW 
Tel:  01837 82237 or 07971170794 



 
ANDREW THOMPSON CARPENTRY 

 
Fitted Cupboards, Floors, Kitchens 

All General Carpentry 
No job too small 

 
Reliable and Efficient      Free Estimates 

 
The Cottage, Bouchiers Hill, North Tawton 

Tel:  01837 82537  Mobile:  07950 373  

BARRY WARE  
Professional Painting and Decorating Service, 

Interior and Exterior 
  References Provided 
  6 Church Meadow 
Okehampton EX20 1LP 

 

Tel:  01837 659958          Mob: 07974  
Email: barrydecorators@hotmail.co.uk 

Septic Tanks Emptied 

P h o n e :   0 1 8 0 5 6 0 1 2 8 6 

Mobile:  07831 241531 

Leave a message and we will return your call 

 or email:  p eter@p eter h earnw aste.co.u k 
Small Lorry Now  

PETER HEARN HAULAGE LTD
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Now is the time to get your 

chimney swept 
 

For a friendly, clean and efficient 
service call us free on 

 

0800 2982 595 
info@ellissweeps.co.uk 

 

PURE GREEN 
  

For all Estate Maintenance,  
Construction and Repair Requirements. 
Boundaries, Buildings, Equine & Animal  
Husbandry, Gardens/Hard Landscaping,  

Trees & Woodland, Machinery  
Reliable service in all rural skills. 

Ed 07956 026511 
         puregreenruralservices@hotmail.com 

mailto:barrydecorators@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:peter@peterhearnwaste.co.uk
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