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 North Tawton, Bondleigh, Sampford Courtenay, Honeychurch - and beyond! 

September 2019 
 



 
Weirford House Bed and Breakfast  

 
in picturesque Sampford Courtenay 

 
four acre garden with wonderful views - 

- Garden Barn with en-suite, sitting room & kitchen - 

 
Avril and Mike Flanagan - 01837 89132 
See our website for full details and pictures 

www.weirfordhouse.co.uk    avril@weirfordhouse.co.uk 

 

C. J. Steer & Sons Ltd 
Funeral Directors 

Est 1969 
 

24 hour Service  
All Facilities 

 
Homefield, Station Road, Bow 

 

Tel: 01363 82414       Mobile: 07785 540248 

 
Established 1922 

C. Burrows & Son 
(J. J. Burrows) 

Funeral Directors 
A Caring Family Firm 
Personal Supervision 

Any Distance—Any Time 
Tel: 01363 83258          Mobile: 07803 142357 

Coldridge, Crediton, Devon  

  

FORE STREET GARAGE 

( Proprietor: Kevin Hodge) 
Fore Street, North Tawton 

Tel: 01837 82006 

M.O.T. TESTING STATION 
Servicing and Repairs to all makes and models 

Competitive Rates            Fully Qualified Mechanic 
GoodGarageScheme.com 

( Registered Member ) 

Courtenay Kennels 
 

Little Green Slade, Sampford Courtenay, Okehampton 

Licensed Dog Boarding Kennels 

Individual kennels and runs, Central Heating 
Walks in 5 acres of grounds 
All kinds of diets catered for 

Telephone or Fax  01837 82298 
Mobile 07952 225048 

www.courtenaykennels.co.uk 
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NICHOLS NYMET HOUSE 

 
MANOR HOUSE BED AND BREAKFAST  

& SELF CATERING COTTAGES  
www.devonbedandbreakfast.co.uk  

email mandpgoodman@outlook.com 

Tel 01837 82626 
 

For all your accommodation requirements –  
When family and friends come to stay use us as guest rooms. 

 Peaceful location 1.5 miles from North Tawton 
WITH WONDERFUL VIEWS 

We offer three large bedrooms all with  
en-suite bathrooms including a family suite  

for up to 5.  
Full English Breakfast using finest produce. 

Rates from £40 per person per night –  
Children half price. 

 
Also we can offer Self Catering Cottages available on a 

weekly basis. 
Please see our Trip advisor reviews and Facebook pages. 

http://www.weirfordhouse.co.uk
http://www.devonbedandbreakfast.co.uk/
mailto:mandpgoodman@outlook.com


From The Rectory 

 
What’s the buzz, tell us what’s a happening! 
 
Well, there certainly has been a lot happening since we 
announced a few months ago that St. Peter’s Troupers 
are putting on Jesus Christ Superstar – the iconic rock 
musical by Andrew Lloyd Webber and Tim Rice, which is 
presently being performed in London. But you don’t need 
to venture further than North Tawton to see Superstar 
(as it’s known) as it is being performed in St. Peter’s 
church on 17th, 18th and 19th October.  (ticket details in 
“Roundabout” on page 15). 
Our cast, musicians, stage crew (and importantly, those 
who keep us going with refreshments during rehearsals!) 
are working extremely hard to make this show the great 
success it deserves. As in past productions, new  
friendships have been formed. We laugh together and 
we share emotions, and because of the nature of this 
show, a group of us pray before rehearsals. We have  
welcomed several new members to St. Peter’s Troupers. 
Some have their own stories to tell of how being part of 
this show has changed their lives. The choir from North 
Tawton Community Primary School has also been  
rehearsing, and will continue after returning to school in 
September. They are so keen and really amazing! 
Many of you will know that Superstar is about the final 
days of life on earth of Jesus Christ. But that certainly is 
not the end of the story – more the beginning! Indeed, 
our show will end on a high that will leave our audiences 
buzzing!  
So what did happened next? 
By every precedent of history, by every law of nature 
known then and now, by every experience of  
everybody, the story of Jesus should have ended with his 
burial. Not only was he dead but he had been brutally 
and publicly killed in such a humiliating and disgraceful 
manner that it was obvious to all that he was not God’s 
promised Messiah.  Jesus’s followers had been shamed, 
scared and scattered. It is hard to imagine a more  
definite, public and final closure to the story of Jesus. It 
was the end. But it wasn’t. Something happened. 
A something that transformed Jesus’s followers and  
ultimately transformed the world; a something that 
made Passover A.D. 30 not the disappointing end of a sad 
story in an obscure part of the world, but the  
beginning of a vast and unsurpassed epic that has shaped 
and shaken history on every continent and that remains 
unfinished. That this something was a single event – the 
bodily resurrection of Jesus from the dead – is the  
foundation of all Christian belief, past and present. 
Without the resurrection, Christianity would not  
exist. What Jesus taught repeatedly focused on who he  
 

 
 
was. Jesus said ‘I am the truth for you to have’. If  
Jesus had died a criminal, abandoned and cursed by God 
and stayed dead, then the authority and validity of  
everything he said would be fatally and finally   
undermined. That is not just today’s verdict but,  
significantly, it was also the verdict at the time. Around 
A.D. 53 Paul wrote to Christians in Corinth: ‘And if Christ 
has not been raised, then all our preaching is useless, and 
your faith is useless…And if Christ has not been raised, 
then your faith is useless and you are still guilty of your 
sins’. Barely two decades after the crucifixion, Paul, who 
knew personally some of the people involved in the trial 
and crucifixion, was making the astonishing statement 
that the Christian faith stood or fell on the reality of the 
resurrection of Jesus. 
At the heart of the idea of the resurrection is the 
astounding belief that Jesus himself is alive, not just as an 
historical figure but as a present reality; a living person 
who we can communicate with and relate to. The  
testimony of Christians over the centuries is that this 
continues to be true: Jesus is alive and can be  
experienced as someone who transforms lives. Those 
who truly want to find the risen Jesus, not out of idle  
curiosity but ready to make him Saviour, King and Lord of 
their lives, can still find him. 
For the disciples, the resurrection was not simply an  
historical fact; it was also a personal experience.  
After Jesus had left them, the two on the road to  
Emmaus said to each other, ‘Didn’t our hearts burn  
within us as he talked with us on the road and explained 
the Scriptures to us?’ Since that day billions of people 
have experienced a similar ‘warming of the heart’ as they 
have encountered the risen, living Jesus. That has  
certainly happened to some members of Superstar.  
Indeed, it is that personal experience of the presence of 
the resurrected Jesus that lies at the very heart of the 
best and most complete Christian faith. To believe in the  
resurrection of Jesus changes how we live. 
So, come and experience Superstar at St. Peter’s. You will 
see some amazingly talented performers and musicians, 
brilliant scenery, sound and lighting.  And at the end of 
the show, you will see that the cross shines forth,  
bringing hope for us all. 
 

Revd Rita Bullworthy 
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Roundabout 
 

 is published for the community on  
behalf of the four parish churches of North Tawton, 
Sampford Courtenay, Bondleigh and Honeychurch. 

 
Opinions expressed by contributors are their own and are 

not necessarily endorsed by the Vicar, by the PCC,  
members of the four churches, or by the Editors. 

 
Contributions should be sent to 
Hilary and Richard Edwards, 

Shellsley, 
Exeter Street, 

      North Tawton, 
EX20 2BZ 

 (tel. 01837 82376) 
 

     E mail: nt.roundabout@gmail.com  
no later than13th of the month before publication  

is required (and earlier, if possible) 
 

New advertisers are always welcome. 
Advertisements can be arranged for shorter periods than 

one year or for single editions. 
 

Visit Roundabout on its own website: 
www.northtawtonroundabout.com 

(There are also links online via the websites of the  
North Tawton Town Council and the  

 Sampford Courtenay Village Council). 
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Remembered a century on,  North 
Tawton’s last casualty of the 
Great War. 
 
Private James Bovey,  
2nd /6th Devon regiment.  
 
He died on 19th September 1919 
in Mesopotamia, and is buried in 
Tehran Cemetery, Iran. 
 
His home was in High Street in  
North Tawton. 

 
Alas! The food bank remains open. Please  
continue to remember those who need help via 
the Food Bank box in St. Peter’s Church porch.            
Thank you. 

 
During the past five years “Roundabout” has  
remembered by name all those who fell in the 
Great War of 1914 –1918 as was done St. Peter’s 
Church in October last year at the Commemora-
tion of the 1918 Armistice. 
James Bovey’s death (above) gives a final re-
minder that there were casualties almost a year 
after hostilities ended. It reminds us too, that for 
years afterwards many who survived the war had 
to live with injuries, mental and physical, caused 
by their involvement in the war.  Some never re-
turned to “normal” health  
despite help offered by charities, notably the Roy-
al British Legion. It and others continue today to 
help others affected by the wars which, sadly, 
have thrown up further generations of casualties 
since. 
 
     “We will remember them” 

mailto:nt.roundabout@gmail.com


Muriel 
PICTURE FRAMING 

 
 Photographs ·  Paintings ·  

Certificates ·  
Conservation Standards Available 

A wide selection of mouldings  
for your personal choice 

North Tawton Tel: 01837 82626 
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Deborah Taylor 
Registered Childminder 

 

 
 

 

 
Churchward 

     Sampford Courtenay 
01837 82743 

NEIL SQUANCE GARDEN 

MAINTENANCE 

 
 

 
Tel 01837 83665 

 
Mob 07799  

 

                       TONY DAY 
 

         Heating and Plumbing 
 

 
Main and LPG Gas 

Gas Safe Registered 

 

01837 83702     07773 966201 

Reg No 191548 

Kevin 

     Osborne 
   Aerials & Satellite 
   City & Guilds NVQ 
 

0 1 3 6 3 7 7 7 1 9 0        0 7 8 4 1 6 4 4 3 9 5 
Aerial Upgrades ∙ All aspects of Installation and 

Discreet Installation ∙ Extra TV Points ∙ Existing Aerial 
Satellite Problems Resolved ∙ DAB Radio  

Free Advice ∙ Free Quotation Service ∙ Free Signal  

KEVIN RICE 
FULLY QUALIFIED BUILDER & DECORATOR 

With 40 years experience in and around North Tawton. 

 
All aspects of building work from small repairs to 

new builds undertaken by a local tradesman who cares 
about quality and personal service. 

Contact Kevin 

Mobile:  07749 674357      Tel: 01837 82985 

BROADBURY LANDCARE 
 

All aspects of Garden Maintenance  

and Landscaping 
 

Andrew Barton 07532 216216 
 

Fully Qualified Fully Insured 
Free Estimates 

   
Older Property Building Surveys 

• Thatched or slate properties built of Cob or Stone. 

• Custom Thatched Roof Surveys. 

• Weekend "Hands on" Thatching Courses. 
 

Master Thatcher and Residential Property Surveyor 
www.thatchedhomeinspector.co.uk                
Ring Charles on  01647 231 706 or 

07771512670 
Holland Park Farm, South Tawton, 

Okehampton. EX20 2PP 

Gardening Etcetera 

Your local Gardener and Handyman 

No job too small 

Specialist in edible gardens as well as low     
 maintenance garden design and management 

 
 

Please call 07729 274698 or email 

  gardening.etcetera@gmail.com 



 
Plastic Re-Cycling Scheme 
The Town Council continues its WDBC Mayoral award-winning plastic re-cycling scheme every third 
Saturday of the month. Residents are encouraged to make full use of the skip sited in the car park under 
the archway off The Square. 
 
Garden at Taw Bridge 
The Council would like to thank everyone who participated in the work which has re-established the small 
garden at Taw Bridge. The notice board is currently undergoing renovation and there are plans to install a 
picnic bench. 
 
Cemetery. 
On a recent visit to the cemetery, members noticed a number of inappropriate memorials (plastic and glass 
items, wind-chimes etc.) which do not comply with the cemetery regulations.  Residents are asked to  
remove these items by the end of September, or they will be taken away. 
 
New Working Party – Tree Planting and Wild Flower Verges. 
The Council would be interested to hear from residents who are interested in joining a new working party. 
The remit of the working party is to contribute toward the formulation of a policy which would identify 
potential sites and schedules for tree planting and identification of verges and other spaces where seeds for 
wild flowers could be sown.  Please contact the Town Clerk if you are interested in participating in this 
new initiative. 
 
Two new Members of the Council 
By the time the Roundabout comes out, the Town should have two new members of the Council as the  

extra-ordinary meeting to fill the two vacancies on the Council will have taken place. Please see the town’s 

noticeboard for the result of the ballot. 

       Sarah Say, Clerk to North Tawton Town Council 

       Stephen Webb, Assistant Clerk to North Tawton Town Council 

         northtawton.towncouncil@yahoo.co.uk         

         http://www.northtawtontowncouncil.co.uk/  

I normally work Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
My colleague Stephen Webb works on Fridays 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
For urgent queries from funeral directors regarding burials please ring the above number and refer to the  

answerphone message. 
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NORTH TAWTON TOWN COUNCIL 
Town Clerk: Mrs. Sarah Say 

14A The Square 
North Tawton 

EX20 2EP 
Tel: 01837 880121 

E-mail: northtawton.towncouncil@yahoo.co.uk 

   Can you help ?  
 
Our Rainbow unit could do with another pair of 
hands (or 2 !!) because of the increase in numbers.  
Rainbows are the youngest members of Girlguiding 
for girls aged 5 – 7. We have a unit of 14 girls and 
could do with an extra helper on a Wednesday  
afternoon from 4.15 – 5.15pm . 
 
You need to be 18+ and will need to have a DBS 
check.    If you are interested or would like more  
information, please contact Jane on 01837 89160.  

 
The Exbourne Local History Group 

  
is holding an Exhibition commemorating  

the 80th Anniversary of the start of the  
Second World War  

on Sunday 8th September in  
Exbourne Village Hall from 2 to 5 p.m.   

Exbourne Community Choir will  
entertain with war time songs.  
Cream teas will be available.   

Entry is free and everyone is welcome. 

mailto:northtawton.towncouncil@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.northtawtontowncouncil.co.uk/
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For experienced, 
local advice you can trust 
T. 01837 52379 
www.peterslaw.co.uk 

1 West Street, Okehampton  

 

 

WINDOWS-DOORS-CONSERVATORIES-JOINERY 

(Covering the whole of Devon) 

HIGH QUALITY PRODUCTS BACKED UP BY OVER 25 YEARS 

EXPERIENCE HELPING CUSTOMERS TO IMPROVE THEIR 

HOMES 

Why not give them a call to see what they can do for you 

and your property........ 

01837 54019 or enquiries@okehamptonglass.com 

www.okehamptonglass.com 

 

 



 
        

   Interested in Walking for Health? 
in 

   North Tawton  
Last Saturday of the month at 10.30 a.m. in the Square  

For more information contact 
Pat Richardson 01837 880025 

 
North Tawton Afternoon W.I. 

  
Country Life and other glossies have “guest editors” and now the North Tawton W.I. joins these illustrious 
ranks with a guest “blogger” (for this month only). 
 
I had to look up the word “blog” first, never having been truly sure of what it meant.  If you resided 
peacefully in the early 20th century such terms were completely unknown.  I typed in “what is a blogger?” and 
received several interesting replies.  “Did I mean ‘logger’” (as, presumably an American woodsman) or “did I 
mean blocker?” which gave several useful hints on how to unblock the drains.  I decided to go straight to the 
heart of the term “blog”, from recorded examples. 
 
So here is an attempt at a blog to chronicle the exciting goings on at the W.I.’s 90th birthday party this week.  
No W.I. special meeting would be complete without some marvellous food and this event was no exception. 
The party atmosphere was augmented by a pleasant music ambience provided by Stephen Webb (relation!) 
and his “virtual” jazz trio.  
 
We were also entertained by Rose Channing who presented some very funny sketches “from the life of a  
Devon farmer’s wife”, including “Dust if you Must” and “The Widecombe Alphabet” 
 
The following day was the Okehampton Show and our entry “Lucy in the Sky with Diamonds” came second.  
Congratulations to Exbourne, Jacobstowe and Sampford Courtenay W.I. who won with “Somewhere Over the 
Rainbow”. 
 
Finally I have noticed that relatives loom large in a blogger’s record of events so I too shall mention my  
husband.  Should I record I wonder an instance which defines us?  Our 40th wedding anniversary occurred last 
November and I naturally greeted him that morning with words of endearment.  His historic reply was “no I 
don’t think it’s raining”.  Perhaps therefore the hints on unblocking above, could be expanded to ears in time 
for our 41st. 
 
I hand you back to Sue next month.      Jane Hunt-Webb 
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   An Evening with the Bondleigh Barn Band  
            at St. Andrew’s Church, Sampford Courtenay. 

 
 7.30 p.m. on Saturday, 21st September, 2019 

 

Your local forty plus band of bowed string, woodwind, brass, keyboard and plucked string instruments will 
present a programme of music you will know, some you will not know and some you will be invited to join in 

performing, all served up in a light-hearted and entertaining way suitable for families and all ages. 
 

Admission is FREE, with a retiring collection in aid of St. Andrew’s bell ringers who need to raise funds to 
replace their bell ropes. 

 

Come along to enjoy an evening of wide musical variety and support a lively and lovely tradition of English    

church bells and ringing which is nearly four hundred years old and has strong associations with Devon. 
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We care, watch over & protect 

 
Sampford Courtenay Village Hall 

 
 

Available for Meetings, Weddings, Shows 
and Parties 

 
Recently extended, we can offer a main hall with 
a stage, separate meeting room, vestibule with 

disabled toilet and ample car parking. 
The location handy for our historic village and 

church 
 

Want to book or know more? 
Contact: 

Deborah Taylor-Morris 
Tel: 01837 82743 

  Email: djtaylormorris@gmail.com 
 

 
for details of availability and our  

competitive hire charges 
 

 

 
 
 

Dedicated teams of farm and companion animal vets. 
North Tawton            01837 82327 
Okehampton          01837 658777 
Hatherleigh          01837 810455 

Equus Vets (horses)  01837 214004 
www.northparkvets.co.uk 

  Farm: Emergency, routine, herd health, small holders. 
Pets: Vaccinations, neutering, nurse clinics, x-ray and operation-

facilities in all surgeries. 

Tel: 01837 82271                 W J Morris & 
Sons 

                         

  ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS 

& 

           CONTRACTORS 

                      Established 1953 
 

                     Timber Yard, Sampford Courtenay 
                                    Okehampton EX20 2TB 

 

 
North Tawton Plastic Recycling 

 
In the car park 

3rd Saturday each month 9.30 a.m. until 11.30 
a.m. 

(Please note new time) 
 

More Volunteers needed for just one hour per 
year 

Contact 01837 82568 
 

Check list of things to bring: margarine, spread 

& ice cream tubs, cream, yoghurt & salad pots, 

fruit , veg, meat & fish trays, preformed biscuit 

& chocolate trays, CDs & the plastic cases,  

plastic flower pots, coat hangers, large food  

containers up to a bucket size, bubble wrap… 

 ...this is the only soft plastic.  

 

  N.B. - no black plastic.  

mailto:djtaylormorris@gmail.com
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September Events at Okehampton Library  
 
 
Wednesday 18 September 14:00-17:00 – PaddleBoat 

Theatre Company present 

Clare Hollingworth and the Scoop of the Century 

An interactive family show – straight from the front line!  

Telling the tale of fearless journalist Clare Hollingworth. 

From the busy newspaper offices in London to the frontline 

during World War II, Clare’s adventures tell the remarkable 

true story of one of the most important writers of our time. 

The show will be followed by a free storytelling workshop 

for all the family! The workshop will last approximately 1 

hour and we welcome anyone to stay along after the show 

to join in. Recommended age 4+ Tickets available from 

Okehampton Library £4 per person or through the  

Eventbrite link (booking fee payable) 

 
Wednesday 11 & 18 September 10:00-12:30 – Free 
Computer Lessons 
This course runs over 2 sessions  
Are you confused by computers?  Sign up to our free IT 
sessions for beginners!  The sessions will be delivered by 
Elite Training South West 
Free course, booking essential. 

 
Saturday 14 September 10:30-12:00 – Booktrack Pirates 
Ahoy! 
Pirates are taking over the library 

10:00-10:15 Pirate stories and sea shanties 
10:30-11:30 Pirate-themed Lego  
10:00 and 12:00 Make a pirate ship 
Guess where the treasure is hidden on our pirate map, 
10p per go  
These events are supported by the Friends of Okehampton 
Library. 
Booktrack is a challenge to read 100 books and to chat 
about them with library staff or volunteers.  Badges are 
collected as you read your books, with a certificate, gold 
badge and a £5 book token given when all 100 have been 
completed.  There is no time limit, it is free to take part and 
is for ages 6+ 
 

Regular events 

Adults 

 

Every Tuesday 13:30-14:30 – Knit & Natter  
Bring along your knitting, stitching, crochet or other  
portable project, for a chat with like-minded crafters.   
Tea and coffee available at 50p a cup. 
 
Children and Young People 

 

Tuesdays 10:00- 10:30 - Bounce & Rhyme aimed at over 
1 year olds 
Free, no booking necessary.    
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Tuesdays 11:00-11:30 - Bounce and Rhyme aimed at  
under 1 year olds 
Free - no booking necessary 
 
 
1st Tuesday of the month 15:45–16:45 – Bookworms 
Book Club for ages 7 – 11   
except Aug/Sept)  Free - no booking necessary.  

 

Wednesdays 09:30–10:15 - Duplo Builders & Storytime 

for ages 0-5 

Free - no booking necessary. 

 

 

2nd Thursday of each month 15:45-16:45 - Bunala Book 

Club for ages 12+ 

Free - ask staff for further details. 

 

Saturdays 10:30–11:30 Lego Builders for ages 5+  
Free, no booking necessary. 
 
  
Book Track for ages 6+ during library opening hours 
Free, ask staff for further details. 
 
 
Children under 8 must be accompanied to all events by 
a responsible adult.  
 
 
Please see our library website or Facebook page for any 
additional events and library services. 
www.devonlibraries.org.uk 
 
Opening Hours 
 
Monday  09:00-17:00 
Tuesday  09:00-18:00 
Wednesday  09:00-13:00 
Thursday  09:00-17:00 
Friday  09:00-18:00 
Saturday  09:00-13:00 
 
 

Treasure Hunt 
 
Saturday 14th September the Guides are having a 
Walking Treasure Hunt, shorter than the last one, 
starting from 2 p.m. at Church Cottage, cost £1 
per adult and 50p per child (no unaccompanied 
children under 10 years old ). If you would  
rather just sit in the garden there will be Cream 
Teas available from 3 p.m.. Dry weather has been 
ordered. 

http://www.devonlibraries.org.uk
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Climate Emergency Network. Bottom Up.  
 
Many of you will know that North Tawton is part of the UNESCO-designated North Devon Biosphere Reserve. It 
covers the entire area of land draining to the Rivers Taw and Torridge, and the sea out beyond Lundy. As an  
internationally recognised site, ranking alongside the World Heritage Sites, the North Devon Biosphere Reserve is 
determined to be an exemplar to the rest of the UK, for the sustainable management of the land, and nature.  
However, the Biosphere system is very different to other Protected Areas, which have traditionally had a  
‘Top-down’ format, so that a government designates a particular Protected Area, sets up a team to manage it, and 
gives that team some responsibility, some authority and some money (though never enough). The Biosphere is 
expected to operate the other way, bottom-up, collating the efforts of many individuals and organisations for the 
greener future, including the climate emergency. 
 
Climate change does seem, at last, largely accepted, and acknowledged to be a major emergency. There are some 
who still believe it is nonsense, just as there are those who believe that the earth is flat, but perhaps now a  
minority. In Devon, many Parish Councils are declaring a Climate Emergency, but are less sure what to do about 
it, as so many of the obvious levers of power lie in Westminster, or Exeter, or even Torridge D.C. in Bideford. 
Many, though, do understand that it is the action of individual people and groups who matter. The answer lies in 
talking to each other, finding good ideas from all over the area and spreading North Tawton’s own good ideas, 
whether coming from the council, other groups, or individuals. Do not ask ‘What can the Biosphere do for me? 
But what can I do for the Biosphere?’ We ask every Parish and Town to nominate a Climate Emergency Reporter, 
who will give a report on progress every year to both the Parish Council and to the Biosphere team. This person 
may or may not be a councillor, may or may not claim any particular expertise in environmental matters, may do it 
on their own, but more likely gather a team around them.  
 
Once names have been submitted, networking can start. The Biosphere team will be listening, and will be prepared 
to help with some expertise, but they will not be telling parish reporters what to do or how to do it. This really is a 
bottom-up exercise. Before long, I trust the Network will decide on some organisation of its own. Then we can 
really start motoring (electric cars of course). I am told that a network of parishes would not find it difficult to  
access Lottery and other funds. 
 
Over to you, councillors and people of North Tawton. You do not need to take the slightest notice of this initiative, 
but you may have to explain to your children and grandchildren why you decided to take no action. 
 
Peter Howard 
August 2019 



ROUNDABOUT Page14 

 
 
 

SPRING PROMOTION 
Our New 2019 Collection are all reduced by  

up to 40% off 
 

An additional 5% discount on sale prices with this advert 
Proudly handcrafted on Dartmoor using the finest certified Dartmoor Wool. Huge choice of luxury fabrics to 

choose from for divan bases and headboards. Free delivery. 
The Dartmoor Bed Company 4 Moorside Court, Yelverton Business Park, Crapstone, 

Yelverton, PL20 7PE 01822 852244 
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OKEHAMPTON PLAY- READING GROUP 

 
This established play- reading group meets monthly 
at Castle Ham Lodge, Castle Road, Okehampton
(Friday afternoons). We invite anyone who is  
interested in reading a variety of plays simply for 
fun to join us. We each pay £2 a session to cover the 
cost of play-script hire and refreshments (there is 
free car-parking available). 
  
If anyone is interested in coming along, please  
contact Hilary Beveridge on 07595903778 or email 
her on Hilary.beveridge17@gmail.com  

NORTH TAWTON BOWLING CLUB 

 
On Sunday 21st July, North Tawton Bowling Club held its now annual “Pub Day” Competition. Fourteen Teams 
from local Inns were entered and the event, organised again by bowlers John Kinsey David Nicks and Lloyd  
Reynolds was a great success.  The weather was kind and the competitors were keen to compete.  Supporters made 
up of family and friends plus plenty of children were in a good mood and it was a joy to see the beautiful grounds 
and club House being enjoyed by so many of the town’s folk. 
After a very long but happy day the eventual winners  were The Copper Key ‘A’ Team of Paul Ayres, Martin Hann 
and Richard Gould who collected the Pub Trophy presented by Stan Friend (a big supporter of the club) with the 
help of President Mike Thwaites. 
Food consisting of bacon baps hot dogs and burgers plus cream teas at the end was supplied by the club lady  
bowlers who worked tirelessly but with great results. The Bar did a roaring trade!! 
The day ended with a huge draw. The first prize of a Flying Lesson was won by Robin Scott. 
 
A great day with thanks to all the club members who worked to achieve a grand total of £2558. 
 
                                                                                PHOTO  (below) The delighted winners  L-R Martin Hanns, Paul Ayres and Richard Gould.                                                                 

 
September Bowling Fixtures: 
 
03-Sep Tue 2.00 Starcross    HOME 
07-Sep Sat 2.00 Tavistock    AWAY 
08-Sep Sun 10.00 Cheese Factory Day   HOME 
11-Sep Wed 2.30 Belmont    AWAY 
14-Sep Sat 2.30 Okehampton    HOME 
18-Sep Wed 2.30 St. Thomas    HOME 
21-Sep Sat 2.30 Morchard Bishop   HOME 

mailto:Hilary.beveridge17@gmail.com
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Devon Sensory Outreach service (NEW VENUE)  NORTH TAWTON YOUTH AND COMMUNITY CENTRE 
   Free, confidential and impartial service for people with hearing and or/visual impairment provided by the Sensory Team, 
       Devon County Council. 
Available on the third Thursday of each month in North Tawton Youth and Community Centre, Barton Street. 
Next visit 18th July between 10.30 a.m. and 12 noon. 

For further information contact: Care Direct 0345 155 1007 or 07966 596881 

 

 
CANCER RESEARCH UK 

 
Coffee & Wine Evening 

Friday 11th October 
at 7.00pm 

 North Tawton Town Hall 
Numerous Stalls & Raffles 
Please  support this worthy 

cause 

 

FRIENDS OF NORTH TAWTON SURGERY 
 

COFFEE MORNING 
 

North Tawton Town Hall 
Saturday, 7th September 

10-11.30 a.m. 
Contact Lorna on 01837 82723 

 
Please support your surgery. 
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   News from the Castle          
 
Hi everyone 
 
Exciting news! The scaffolding is, at long last, coming down. We have had cranes coming to site and a 
couple of lorries full of scaffolding leaving. As you can imagine this is a momentous time and the team 
has been reminiscing about all the activities that have taken place over the last six and a half years. Good 
times, tough times and exciting times and supported by so many wonderful people along the way.  
 
I don’t want to get carried away though as we still have a little way to go. The current scaffolding is set on 
top of the last two sections of flat roof we need to work on – namely the Kitchen and Scullery which are 
below ground level. Once the scaffold is clear we will be able to work on them. It is still very exciting 
though! Personally I am enjoying watching the lines of visitors (especially children) being ‘scaffold  
spectators’, watching sections of scaffold being lifted down from the top of the building.   
 
Inside the castle, visitors are enjoying seeing the Drawing Room and Dining Room in full splendor. The 
star of the show is all the glassware and silverware which is back on show on the dining table after over  
six years of being packed away. It’s great to have a bit of glamour back at Drogo. 
 
Finally, we are all set to welcome lots of people over the summer holidays. It is always a joy to see so 
many families running around enjoying themselves, connecting with the Drewe family who also had so 
many happy memories of life at Drogo. We also have a run of attendance at local shows such as 
Chagford show so let’s hope we still have a bit of sunshine coming our way. 
 
Paula  
Community Engagement Officer, Castle Drogo 
01647 434130, paula.clarke@nationaltrust.org.uk           
 

 
LAKEWAY UNITED CHURCH 

 
T.A.P (T.A.P AND TEA ) 

SUNDAY 15th SEPTEMBER - 3 p.m. 
THEME - HARVEST/AUTUMN 

SHORT SERVICE FOLLOWED BY 
REFRESHMENTS 

COME AND JOIN US. 
CONTACT ROSE DADDS - 01837 82130 

FOR MORE INFO 

 
NORTH STREET CHAPEL 

 
Please join us for our  

Harvest Service 
 at North Street Chapel  

on  Sunday 13th October at  4 p.m.  
Speaker- Mr C. Drew,   
Refreshments to follow.  



Page 18 ROUNDABOUT 



ROUNDABOUT  Page 19 

Sampford Courtenay Flower Club 
         

Monday  September 9th 
2.30 p.m. 

Sampford Courtenay Village Hall 
 

      Fiona Hammond 
   “Inspired” 
For more information contact the Chairman,  

Nancy Passmore on 01837 658779 

Sampford Courtenay Parish Website: 
http://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/ 
 

The website is managed by Julie Carpenter 
who can be contacted on  

juliec2911@hotmail.co.uk 
or  

admin@sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk 
or by phone: 

      07866 605184 

 

North Tawton Baby and Toddler Group 
 

Little Seedlings Baby and Toddler Group. 
North Tawton Primary School Hall  

 
Friday mornings during term time,  

9 a.m. to 11 a.m.  
£2 per family (Everyone is very welcome).  

Art Group  
Every 2nd Tuesday 7.30-9.30 
A friendly place to meet artists with a variety of skills 
and abilities. 
Bring your own materials.  
 
Blues Jam Session 
 
Every 3rd Tuesday 7.30-9.30 
Playing 12 bar blues in a group, not an open mic. 
Drum Kit, Amps and PA provided. 
 
The Community Centre,  
Barton Street, North Tawton. 
 
Tea & coffee available or BYOB. We will ask for a  
contribution for room hire. 
For more information 
email organiser@themusicandart.co.uk  
or text/phone 07890 850877 

 

 

http://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/
mailto:organiser@themusicandart.co.uk
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SM Plumbing & Heating 
Stuart  

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 
 

Contact me on 
07738 759606  or  01837 880067 

 
No.519960         stuartmoffat2@h otmail.com 

4, Park Houses, North Tawton 

 EX20 2DX 

 
Taw Va l l ey Dental Care 

 
56 Fore Street 
North Tawton 

EX20 2DT 
 

Telephone: 01837 880096 
 

Oral Health Accessible to All 
 

 

 

     

 

 

 
 

M C Poole Contractors 
Digger hire with driver 

Most work undertaken 
Tel: 01837 82947        Mobile: 07970 653827 

 

READING GROUP 
 
 

MEETS last Tuesday MONTHLY 7.30 p.m. 
AT THE NEW INN 

CONTACT ISHBEL ASKEW 
01837 82280 

ishgordon@live.co.uk 

  
RAKES & LADDERS 

 

GARDENING, PAINTING & DECORATING, 
INTERNAL & EXTERNAL MAINTENANCE 

 

CONTACT PAUL SIMPSON 
01837 82039/07506 791174 

randldevon@btinternet.com 

BESPOKE HATS,  
FASCINATORS  

& BAGS 
Beautiful hand crafted accessories made to                 

    compliment any outfit for those special occasions. 
Made to order 

                  For more information please contact Rachel Dunn 
on 

                     01837 682942 / 07779513204 
Please visit my website at www.alldunnup.co.uk 

 or my facebook page at www.facebook.com/alldunnup2015  

mailto:stuartmoffat2@hotmail.com
mailto:ishgordon@live.co.uk
http://www.alldunnup.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/alldunnup2015


 News  from Sampford Courtenay Parish Council       
 
Full minutes can be viewed on our website  www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk  where any useful links are live. 
Plus check out our new FACEBOOK Page. Like and Share to help us spread S.C.P.C. news. 
 
SEAMOOR LOTTO – Sampford Courtenay Parish Council has registered as one of the charities who will benefit from the 
new Lotto run by W.D.B.C..  If you have not bought your ticket yet, please sign up at https://www.seamoorlotto.co.uk/support/
sampford-courtenay-parish-council  
 
JUST GIVING – S.C.P.C. have also set up a Just Giving page where you can make donations to the Parish projects identified in the 

 recent survey https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/sampfordcourtenayparishcouncil-scpc   
 
Notes from SCPC Aug  19 
 
 

1. Public Participation – SCPC welcomed 4 items of Public Participation at this month’s meeting which asked to be put 
on the Agenda for SCPC consideration. Plus SCPC appreciated the input of all parishioners who attended this meeting.  

 
2. WDBC  Cllrs Samuel and Ratcliffe – were welcomed to this meeting – they gave reports on the  Mayoral visits to local 

primary schools planned for next term; the proposed changes to Waste Collection Service; the publication of the West 
Devon Annual Report which is now available on their website + plus the proposal to cut Council Tax Support Grant 
for 2020. 

 
3. SCPC Standing Orders – minor amendments were agreed and signed by the Chair. 

 
4. Planning Application was  considered for Reddaway Farm  – and was  SUPPORTED by SCPC + Appeal re Planning in 

Principle Application for 3 dwellings on land at Sampford Chapple. SCPC again Supported this appeal while noting 
the concerns and objections of other parishioners. 

 
5. Road Safety Action Plan – parishioners are reminded to notify the Clerk if they witness any near misses/accidents on 

the roads in the parish to add to the list as evidence to use in the Road Safety Action Plan. 
 

6. 30 Days and 30 Ways – Cllr. Wilson is going to repeat her successful Facebook and Website campaign to help get us all 
prepared for Winter and other emergencies. With a prize competition – keep your eyes out for more details. 

 
7. Wine Tasting Evening –  to raise funds for the Village Hall and SCPC Defibriallator fund at the Village Hall Sat 21st 

Sept £15 pp – contact the Clerk to book a place.  
 

8. Village Hall Heaters – SCPC agreed to pay for 2 x Summit 2600R Heaters to supplement the heating in the Committee 
Room of the Village Hall. 

 
9. Parish Thanks and Recognition Register – to follow on from Item 3 and 4 above, SCPC want to keep a register to 

mark the work done by volunteers who “ help, assist, aid, support ~ with good will ~ for no reward but thanks”  
keep an eye out on the Website for Certificates and let us know if you would like to nominate anyone in the future. 

 
Parishioners are reminded that all SCPC meetings are open to the public, and if you would like a specific item to be added 

to the Agenda, please let the Clerk know. 
 

Please contact SCPC Clerk – Marion Pratt at SCPCClerk@aol.com or on 01837 82285 if you would like to raise any 
issues.  Even better, come along to a meeting.  Next meetings:    Sept 3rd  and Oct 1st 
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Venue Date 

SCPC Meeting – Village Hall Tues 3rd Sept 7.30pm 

Coffee  Morning – Weirford House Sat 14th Sept – 10 am 

Wine Tasting – Village Hall Sat 21st Sept - 

Harvest Festival & Supper Fri 27th Sept – 6.30 pm 

SCPC Meeting – Village Hall Tues 1st Oct – 7.30 pm 

Talk on Australia – Village Hall Saturday 5th October 7.30pm 

Diving for Pearls – Village Hall Saturday 12th October 7.30pm 

Jesus Christ Superstar – NT Church 17th -19th October 7.30 pm 

http://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=sampford%20courtenay%20parish%20council
https://www.seamoorlotto.co.uk/support/sampford-courtenay-parish-council
https://www.seamoorlotto.co.uk/support/sampford-courtenay-parish-council
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/sampfordcourtenayparishcouncil-scpc
mailto:SCPCClerk@aol.com


                                           
 
 

 
 

 
 

Wall & Floor Tiling         Under Tile Heating 

Waterproof Tanking         Free Quotations 
 
Tel              Mob 07729  460746  

 
 
NORTH TAWTON 
 RUGBY 
FOOTBALL CLUB 
 The Clubhouse is  

available to HIRE for  

PRIVATE FUNCTIONS

Competitive Rates 

Ample Parking 

Now with free wifi  

 

  ALL EVENTS CATERED FOR 
 

 Call  
 SARAH on     7     

WHITEGATES JOINERY 

BESPOKE JOINERY SPECIALISTS 

KITCHENS, STAIRS, DOORS, SLIDING SASH WINDOWS, 

CONSERVATION WORK 
FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE CALL ROGER 

01837 851720 / 07887731197 

EMAIL whitegates05@yahoo.com 
                                 Practical Wood Working Lessons Available 

Logs for Sale 
 
          Barn Stored    

  Various loads available 
  

   
   

 For more information call Chris Dunn on: 
01837 682942 or 07980 592509 
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Hare Cottage Beauty and Massage Studio 
 
Offering a variety of beauty treatments  
including; 
 
Facials 
Sports massage 
Deep tissue massage  
Hot stone massage 
Bamboo massage 
Swedish massage 
Aromatherapy massage 
Signature massage including stretches  
 
I am a fully qualified beauty/massage/sports/
spa therapist, with 5* experience in top spas. 
For any enquiries or to book an appointment 
please contact Julie on 
07709488835 
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SAMPFORD COURTENAY VILLAGE HALL 
 
FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 

A few dates for your diary: 
 
Monthly whist drives – 2nd Wednesday of each 
month – 7 for 7.30 p.m.. 
Yoga classes – weekly on a Tuesday. 
Tap Dance – weekly on a Thursday. 
Table Tennis – weekly ring 01837 851659 for  
Details. 
 
24 August – Flower and Produce Show. 
21 September – Wine-tasting Evening,  
   with tasting foods. 
5 October – 7.30 p.m.  
  ‘The Blushing Gumtree and other tales 
  from our Australian tour’. A talk by 
  Gilly Thomas. 
12 October – Diving for Pearls, 7.30 p.m..  
  An explosive six-piece band of  
  experienced musicians playing blues,  
  funk, rock and other genres in their 
   own rich blend. 
8 November – Quiz and Pudding Evening,  
  7.30 p.m.. 
18 December – Christmas Bingo – 7 for 8 p.m.. 
 
2020 
March (date to be confirmed) – Big Breakfast. 
28 March – Exbourne Community Choir. 
26 June – Summer Ball. 
 
Please visit the parish website  
www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk  
for full details of the events nearer the time. 

 

John Askew 

A memorial service to celebrate the life of John Askew 

will be held in the village hall Sampford Courtenay  

2-5pm on Friday, 27th September.  John lived in the 

area for over 20 years and contributed enthusiastically 

to village life as a parish councillor, village hall  

committee member and joint organiser of the annual 

flower and produce show.  You are invited to share in a 

humanist celebration when there will be a chance to 

make a contribution by saying a few words or bringing 

photographs or other items that can be displayed.  This 

will be followed by refreshments and chat.  Please get 

in touch with me to help prepare for the event or if you 

need further information. 

 
Ishbel Askew 01837 82280 (please note new number) 
or ishgordon@live.co.uk 

        COFFEE MORNING 
In aid of Devon Historic Churches Trust 
Funds repairs to places of worship, of all  

denominations, in Devon 
 

Cakes, Preserves and Produce for sale 
Saturday, 14th September 10 a.m. - 12 noon 

 
at Weirford House, Sampford Courtenay 

All welcome   
The Trust returns 50% of the money raised to  

St. Andrew’s Church 

 
FUNDRAISING EVENT  

Saturday 21st September 2019  
Sampford Courtenay Village Hall from 7pm 

 
Come along and join us for a fund raising event to raise 

money for the Village Hall and the  
Sampford Courtenay Defibrillator fund. 

  
The evening will incorporate blind tasting of six wines with 

paired tasting foods. It is possible to arrange beer  
alternatives for non-wine gurus. Guests will be invited to 

answer a taster quiz with all successful tasters being entered 
into a prize draw. 

 
TICKETS ON SALE FOR £15 PER PERSON 
TO APPLY TO TAKE PART OR FOR MORE  

INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT  
Michele Wilson at - wilvin@hotmail.co.uk 

 
Sampford Courtenay Flower and Veg. Show  

SAT 24TH AUGUST 2019       
 

Full Details  on Sampford Courtenay Website. 
 Or Facebook page 

 

A BIG “THANK YOU”  to all helpers, exhibitors 
and those of you who came and supported us or 
made donations.  The Flower and Veg. Show 
could not carry on without you all. 
A full report will be posted on the Village Website 
and summarised for next month’s “Roundabout”. 
All profits this year have been shared between the 

Village Hall and SCPC Defibrillator Fund. 

http://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/
mailto:ishgordon@live.co.uk
http://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/SampfordCourtenayParishCouncil/


ROUNDABOUT Page 24 

 
 

 
 

Reflexology and Reiki Healing. 
 Relaxing and therapeutic treatments to 
help reduce stress, assist recovery from  
illness, and improve general health and  

well-being. 
  

Jacquie Kenny MAR. 01837 851793.  

 

 

ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
 

 Quality Work By Fully Qualified Tradesman 
All Electrical Work Undertaken 

Domestic, Industrial, Commercial &  
Agricultural Installations 

Fully Compliant to Part P Building Regulations 
All Work carried out to  

18th  Edition Wiring Regulations 
Over 30 Years experience in electrical  

contracting 
 

24 HOUR EMERGENCY CALL OUT 
 

Tel. 01363 881002 Mob. 07710 673270 
 

www.tuxelectrical.co.uk 

Jenny Rock 

 Rock Solid Book-Keeping Solutions                    
Creating Order from Chaos! 

 

Friendly, helpful advice for small businesses 
Part-time, one-off and temporary contracts 

 

CIMA Diploma Management Accounting 
AAT Level 4, IABK Part II  

20+ years experience 

 

Winkleigh, Devon 
M: 07743 683756 

Email:  rocksolidbookkeeping18@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A friendly, family run company aiming to provide a range of 
high quality arboricultural services to our Customers’   
  trees. 
 

Services include: 

Tree removals/ dismantles 
Tree pruning, reductions, thinning, shaping and dead wood  
removal 
Hedge trimming 
Stump grinding 
Tree planting 

 

All work is insured to £5 million, complies with  
relevant British standards and is carried out by  
appropriately trained and equipped professional  
arborists  
CALL NOW for friendly, professional advice and to  
arrange a FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE  
TEL: 07398268877 
EMAIL: adamofedentrees@gmail.com 
Check us out on Facebook and Instagram: @adamofedentrees 



MOBILE LIBRARY 
 
THURSDAY  monthly 
 
 September 5th 
 

 BOW        Village Hall 
 15:35 to 16:05  

 
 BELSTONE CORNER    The Beeches 
 16:20 to 16:40 
 
     FRIDAY  monthly 
 
     September 20th 
  
 NORTH TAWTON     The Square 
 09:45 to 11:15 
 

BONDLEIGH               Old School 

13:55 to 14:15 
 

SATURDAY monthly 
 
September 7th 

 
NORTH TAWTON        The Square 

10:00 to 12:00 
 
Library Membership is FREE. 
Join at any age - no lower age limit  
(toddlers can join!). 

 

Okehampton & District Local History 

 Society 

 

Ockment Centre,  North Street,  Okehampton 
 

Wednesday 11th September 
7.30 p.m. 

 
Dartmoor Conscientious Objectors 

 
Simon Dell 
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Bondleigh Rainfall 
 

July was a month of two halves: the firstst half was  
completely dry and then 43mm fell in the second half.  
This compares to only 23.4mm last year. However, by  
the end of July we have had almost exactly the same rainfall 
as the same period last year.      
      Danny Semorad 

   

 Okehampton Parkinson’s Support Group 
 

   Meet Castle Ham, Okehampton  
   4th Thursday every month  2 - 4 p.m. 

talks throughout the year.  
 01837 55813  

Okehampton U3A 
University of the Third Age 

 
This month’s meeting will take place at the  

Ockment Centre, North Street at 
2.30 p.m. on Thursday, 26th September 

 

The Exeter Fire 
Speaker Todd Gray 

 

We meet at the Ockment Centre, North Street, 
Okehampton, EX20 1AR at 2.30 p.m..     

Okehampton U3A welcomes new or  
prospective members, who will receive a warm 

welcome.   The only requirement is that  
members are not in full time  

employment. More information can be found 
at  www.u3asites.org.uk/okehampton .  

 
If you would rather turn up and introduce yourself 

that’s fine too.   
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ROUNDABOUT DEADLINE:  

 
Community News, Articles, and Events  
are published (free of charge) in any edi-

tion, but must  be received by the Editors no 
later than the 13th of the month before pub-

lication. 
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Ashridge Court Farm Events 

 
Macmillan Coffee Morning - Ashridge Court House  

  Conservatory   
   Friday, 27th September. 

Yoga Retreat -  Ashridge Great Barn / Magic Circle  
   Saturday, 5th October. 

Christmas Fayre - Ashridge Great Barn  
   Saturday, 23rd November. 

 
Contact Cat or Shelley on info@ashridge-court.co.uk or 

01837 352025 for further information on events or to 
book tickets. 

 

West Country Embroiders 
 

Cheriton Bishop Groups 
Trip to 

Alexandra Palace, London 
Knitting & Stitching Show 

 
Thursday 10th October 2019 

Coach seats available £24 
Picking up at Cheriton Bishop and  

Exeter Services. 
 

Contact our rep. Elaine: 
elainejclark@hotmail.co.uk 

 
Purchase entrance tickets direct for £11.50p  

@ knitting  & stitching show London. 

 
Come and try Walking Football in Okehampton,  

it will change your views and your life! 
 

OK, so that’s quite a bold claim, but if you have ever played 
football in your life, or would like to, this could just be the 
thing for you.  
A group was started in Okehampton, at the OCRA All 
Weather Pitch, in September last year. The sport is aimed at 
the over 50s and our youngest player turned 50 at the end of 
the year, but our oldest is 85 with many ages in between. 
Don’t be fooled into thinking it is a ‘stroll in the park’, far 
from it, Walking Football is a skilful, tactical and fun way 
to pass an hour on a Tuesday evening from 6:15 to 7:15. 
So, if you yearn to put on a kit again and play the team sport 
you love, need some exercise but don’t fancy the gym, or 
would merely enjoy the company of some like-minded 
chaps come and try it out. We are serious about it, but don’t 
take it too seriously! 
Please turn up at the All Weather Pitch in Okehampton 
around 6:10 on any Tuesday evening or, if you want more 
information, contact Nigel Davies either by email  
nigel-ro@tiscali.co.uk or phone/text me on 07718 225789. 

Bondleigh Big Bug Hunt 

This year's fundraiser for Devon Historic 
Churches Trust will be a bug hunt around the 
village, followed by a cream tea  
at St. James's Church. 
 
Please note Saturday, 14th September on 
your calendars to join the "Bondleigh Big 
Bug Hunt ". Starting at St James' Church 
from 1 p.m. onwards and wandering along a 
trail looking out for some big bugs & insects 
along the way, then returning to the church 
to enjoy a cream tea. 
 
(Cream teas available from 2 p.m. - 5 p.m.,  
even if you are not walking, we welcome you 
to come along and meet with friends for a 
cream tea). 

Adults £5. 

Children under 12 years - free. 

Please contact Graham & Caroline Stokes 
82240 or Danny & Jane Semorad 82319 for 

       ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 
 
We held our annual Mystery Trip on Sunday 21st  
July, leaving the square in North Tawton at 9 a.m. and 
collect remaining passengers in Okehampton. With 
the coach near to capacity we set off for our first stop 
at Trelawney Garden centre where we had coffee and 
a bite to eat.  Leaving there we found our way to the 
Coppice Inn at Lanner Redruth where we were  
welcomed by Sonia the landlady and her team. 
 
After some liquid refreshments we sat down to a  
lovely carvery lunch and home made desserts. After 
lunch, we surprised Mary Fry with a cake and flowers 
as it was her birthday and following that quite a few 
of the ladies and gentlemen enjoyed a game of Bingo. 
 
We finished off the afternoon in the beer garden with 
our ever popular draw, and set off home.  Being lucky 
with the weather made it a very enjoyable day. 
       
      Barry Ware 

mailto:info@ashridge-court.co.uk
mailto:nigel-ro@tiscali.co.uk
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Robinson Plant Ltd 
www.robinsonplant.co.uk 

 

A family firm with over 30 years 
experience 

 

All aspects of earthworks, groundworks and 
hard landscaping undertaken  

including: 
 

Site Excavation and Concreting 
Foundations and Driveways 

Sewers, Septic Tanks and Treatment Plants 
Stone walling and Paving 

Land Drainage and Ponds & Lakes 
Riding Arenas and Gallops 

No job too big or small. 
 

Office: 01837 89065 
Mobile: 07909 998945 

Email: info@robinsonplant.co.uk 

 
Incorporating 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Your Local Family Run Residential Sales &  

Lettings Agent 
 

With Branches in Winkleigh, Okehampton & 
Holsworthy 

 

Feel free to call into one of our branches  
or contact us for a FREE no-obligation Valuation 

of your Property 
 

Winkleigh: 01837 83393 

Okehampton: 01837 55755 

Holsworthy: 01409 253946 

 

E: info@howesestates.co.uk: W: 
www.howesestates.co.uk 

E: enquiries@purelettingsdevon.co.uk W: 
www.purelettingsdevon.co.uk 

http://www.robinsonplant.co.uk
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         Drop in anytime between 
            10.30 a.m. - 12 noon 
       in the Mortimer Room, St. Peter’s Church 
 

    For more information contact 
   Carol Flowers 
   01837 851841 

 
    Dates: September 3rd and September 17th  

 

The Doctor Jean Shields Memorial Day 
 

     This meeting was held in St. Peter's church on Saturday 10th August.  What was agreed to be a 
most enjoyable and informative day was attended by nearly one hundred people, both local and from  
beyond Exeter.  
 
     Steve Stocker has been studying the route of the Roman Road between North Tawton and  
Okehampton for many years.  He gave us an illustrated talk on how he became involved in the  
investigation of the road,  and on what can be seen today, including some very interesting  
photographs of the paved road buried over a foot deep in the woodlands near Rowden.  This work 
continues and Steve Stoker would be very interested to know any information or memories about the 
road.  He can be reached at Blogg's garage which is advertised elsewhere in “Roundabout”. (page 4) 
 
     Dr. Chris Smart and Dr. João Fonte are professional archaeologists attached to the Archaeology 
Department at the University of Exeter.  They are running a project called "Understanding  
Landscapes". They are carrying out digging projects in Calstock and Ipplepen and they receive some 
funding the Heritage Lottery Fund.  Recently, they have been working with North Tawton volunteers 
on the remarkable Roman sites in the area of DeBathe cross. This work is  funded by Devon County 
Council and Historic England. They have access to research methods not available to amateurs.  This 
includes the recent technique of LIDAR which can reveal the contours of the land below vegetation. 
They are part way through detecting remains of Roman buildings and features concealed on the land 
to the south of North Tawton.  This work has already shown some remarkable new information.  
  
    The ten acre “fort” on Nigel Dunn's land is surrounded by a construction of over 80 acres which 
could date from the Roman invasion in the first century A.D..  Although it is thought that the Second 
Augustan Legion was based in Exeter it is now known that they came much further west.  Our   
Roman remains may have been their base for a period.  At that time North Tawton could have been 
larger than Exeter.  Up to 5000 troops commanded by the future Emperor Vespasian could have been 
stationed close to the site of the Railway Inn.  The present investigations are throwing up many  
puzzling features and the results are still being investigated.   There may even have been an  
amphitheatre to entertain troops close to DeBathe cross. 
 
      These talks were followed by a well attended visit to the site of the features beyond the railway 
where the Roman Road would have crossed the River Taw. 
 
     Okehampton and District Local History Society is grateful for all the help given in order to  
arrange this day in honour of Dr. Jean Shields who did so much to communicate the history of North 
Tawton and West Devon.  Thanks for the day go especially to Steve Stocker,  Nigel Dunn and Rev'd. 
Nick Weldon.   
             Keith Badman 



House Building ∙ Extensions ∙ Conservatories 
Barn Conversion · Brick, Block, Stone Work 

Driveway Paviours ∙ Rendering, Plastering ∙ Patios 
Wall & Floor Tiling ∙ Wood Work all fixings  

 

    IAN RICE Builder 
 

Sunnyridge, Moor View, North  

Devon EX20 2HW 
 

Mob: 0 7 9 6 7 4 1 8 1 1 0 
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Creative Scapes 
 

If it is in the garden we do it ! 

Artificial Grass – Drainage - Decking - Fencing –  
Gabions – Garden Clearance - Garden Buildings - 

Hedge Cutting - Planting – Patios – Paving –  
Play Equipment – Pruning –Turfing -Walling 

 
Specialists in Full or Part Garden Make-overs 

 
FREE QUOTATIONS + FIXED PRICES 

 
Contact: Neil Coldrick NCH 

Tel: 01837 880305.   
Mobile: 07836 541620. 

Email: creativescapes@btinternet.com 

* Design * Construction * Maintenance 

CARPENTER AND TILER 
 
30 years experience.  Lots of happy customers.  
Fair prices. Free estimates.  
Fast, tidy worker. Reliable. Professionally  
insured. 
Door hanging. Skirting and flooring. Kitchens fitted. 
Repairs. Floor and wall tiling. Wardrobes and  
cupboards made/fitted. 
Photos of my recent work available. 
Contact me, David Hitching, on: 
Land Line: 01837 89109    Mobile: 07871289317 
Email: david.hitching@btinternet.com 
Please leave contact details and a short  
message for a quick response. 

CARAVAN STORAGE  
 NEAR OKEHAMPTON 
10 MINUTES FROM A30  

INDOOR / OUTDOOR  
 

01837 659767    enquires@appledorefarm.com 
Caravans, Motorhomes, Trailer Tents, Cars 

Spaces from £0.72 / Day 
We also offer ‘Store and Stay’ package, so why not join us 
at our 5 star award winning caravan park on the edge of  

north Dartmoor? 
www.appledorepark.co.uk 

 

 LINDFIELD PLANTS AND EGGS  
CREDITON ROAD, SAMPFORD COURTENAY          

 
THE BEST FREE RANGE CHICKEN EGGS  
QUAIL EGGS /GOOSE EGGS / DUCK EGGS 

POINT OF LAY CHICKEN 
 

NEW SEASON PERRENIALS, BEDDING PLANTS, 
HERBS and More.   COMPOST & BAMBOO CANES  

 
From Okehampton - Left Hand Side, just after Railway Bridge 
From N.Tawton - Right Hand Side, just before Railway Bridge 

LOOK FOR THE LINDFIELD PLANT AND EGG SIGNS 
01837 880219   07806815558 
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Friends of North Tawton Surgery 

 
  Dates for 2019: 
  
 7th September: Coffee Morning 
 10th October: Quiz Night 
 14th December:  Turkey and Tinsel 

 
Please support these events. 

News from Sampford Courtenay 
 

St. Andrew’s Summer Fete was held on Saturday, 13th July, in the Church Rooms.  All the 
usual stalls were well stocked and teas and ice creams were served.    
The W.I. enjoyed an outing on Tuesday 23rd July to the South Devon Railway at  
Buckfastleigh and members were busy during the month making the display for exhibition at 
the Okehampton Show, for which they won first prize.   
St. Andrew’s church choir held their annual lunch in the New Inn on Sunday 4th August.  
They will now have a month’s rest before choir practices resume in September.   
St. Andrew’s bell ringers hosted a bell ringing competition on Saturday 10th August to raise 
money for new bell ropes.   Nine teams from across Devon participated and teas were served 
in the Church Rooms.  Kingsteignton were the winners.  High winds and rainfall meant that 
the Village Hall’s BBQ, held on Saturday 10th August, was relocated indoors, after which a 
skittles match was enjoyed.  Top man was Ralph Gundry and top woman was Michelle  
Wilson. 

Nicky Craig 

Pause for thought 
 

God is love: and though with blindness 
Sin afflicts the souls of men, 

God’s eternal loving-kindness 
Holds and guides them even then. 
Sin and death and hell shall never 

O’er us final triumph gain; 
God is Love, so Love for ever 
O’er the universe must reign. 

 

St. Andrew’s Parish Church, Sampford Courtenay 
 

Harvest Festival Service 
 

Friday 27th September 6.30 p.m. 

followed by Harvest Supper 
 

Book your place (essential) from: 
Sarah Hanks   01837 851287 

Malcolm Craig   01837 880118                            Adults £7.00     Children £3.00 

 Thank You 
I would really like to express my heart-felt thanks to 
everyone in this community for the love and support 

that has poured in since the death of Jon, my husband 
and father to our three young children.  We have been 
utterly amazed by the practical and emotional support 

offered from those we know well, know slightly and 
even those we have never met before.  This must be 
the most kind and caring of communities and I cannot 

say how grateful I am to be part of it.  
We have a difficult journey ahead of us, but one that is 
made just a bit smoother with the kindness we feel all 
  around us at the moment. 

Charlotte, Bill, Raffie and Eliza Clatworthy Edwards 

Wanted 
Wanted - live out au pair/home help to help with  
evening routine for 3 children (aged 3-9).  A couple of 
hours per day, week days and term time only.  Duties 
would include meeting from bus or pick up from school, 
preparing dinner, helping with homework and  
supervising children (with occasional later evenings 
required).  
Please email: charlieandjon@gmail.com if interested in 
more details. 



 The Whiddon Mission Community 
North Tawton, Bondleigh, Sampford Courtenay, Honeychurch  

Chagford, Gidleigh, Throwleigh, Drewsteignton, South Tawton, Spreyton and Hittisleigh,  

TEAM VICAR: North Tawton                        Rev’d Nick Weldon  (880183)                     npweldon@gmail.com 

          The Rectory, Essington, North Tawton. EX20 2EX 

TEAM RECTOR: Chagford      Rev’d Paul Seaton-Burn (01647 432880)    

          The Rectory, Chagford, TQ13 8BW 

ASSISTANT MINISTER: North Tawton     Rev’d Rita Bullworthy (89168)              ritabullworthy@yahoo.co.uk 

CURATE: Chagford       Rev’d  Dr. Harriet Every (01647 432402)  

 
St. Peter’s North Tawton          Mr. Paul Andrews       (82648)                  Mrs. Rhona Bragg     (82343) 
St. James’ Bondleigh                                  Mr. Danny Semorad    (82319)                  Mr. Graham Stokes   (82240)                                                                                   
St. Andrew’s Sampford Courtenay             Mr. Malcolm Craig     (880118)                Mrs. Sarah Hanks      (851287) 
St. Mary’s Honeychurch                             Mr. Ray Squire           (851627)                Mr. Richard Weeks   (851269) 
    (All numbers are 01837 numbers unless otherwise stated) 

SERVICES at St. Andrew’s Church 

S a m p f o rd C o u r t e n ay 
 

1st Sunday 9.30 a.m. Morning Worship 
 

2nd Sunday     9.30 a.m.    Parish Communion  
      BCP 
3rd Sunday 6.30 p.m. Evensong 

 
4th Sunday 9.30 a.m. Parish Communion  
    BCP 

5th Sunday 9.30 a.m. Parish Communion 
     Common Worship 

SERVICES at St. Peter’s Church 

N o r t h Taw to n 
 

1st Sunday              11 a.m. Morning Worship 
 
2nd Sunday             11 a.m. Informal Communion 
                                6.30 p.m. Evensong (Apr - Oct) 
 
3rd Sunday              11 a.m. All-age Worship 
 
4th Sunday              Traditional Communion 
 
5th Sunday              Informal Communion 
 
      Provision for children at all 11 a.m. services 
     Sunday Club 1st, 2nd, 4th and 5th  Sundays SERVICES at St. James’ Church 

B o n d l e i g h 
 

1st Sunday 9.30 a.m. Holy Communion 

 
3rd Sunday 9.30 a.m. Holy Communion 

SERVICE at St. Mary’s Church 

H o n eyc h u rc h 
 

1st Sunday of the month at 3 p.m. 

 
Evensong and Holy Communion 

 
Lakeway United Church   

North Tawton 
  Methodist / United Reformed 

 
Circuit Minister    Rev’d Liz Singleton (52302)  
  (Mob. 07450 676936) 
Elder & Secretary   Mrs. Rose Dadds (82130) 
Asst. Secretary         Mrs. Jean Boardman (82159)  
 

 Sunday Morning Worship at 11 a.m. 

QUAKERS  
Ockment Centre,  

North Street, Okehampton 
EX20 1AR  

Sundays at 10.30 a.m. 

All visitors welcome 
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ORTHODOX CHURCH 
Devon Parish of Holy Prophet Elias 

For details of services contact 
Celia or Martin Olsson (82796)  

 North Street Chapel 
Contacts:  Mr. C. Milton 01837 82708   Mr. R. Sampson 07835 033062 

 

  11 p.m. 6.30 p.m. 

1st Sunday Special service Bible Study 

2nd Sunday Prayer &  
Communion 

Tea & Talk 

3rd Sunday Ministry No service unless  
advertised otherwise 

4th Sunday Prayer &  
Communion 

DVD 

5th Sunday Prayer &  
Communion 

No service unless  
advertised otherwise 

mailto:npweldon@gmail.com
mailto:ritabullworthy@yahoo.co.uk


ANYONE WISHING TO PLACE A COMMERCIAL   

ADVERTISEMENT IN “ROUNDABOUT” IS  

INVITED TO CONTACT THE EDITORS FOR  

DETAILS OF ADVERTISING RATES. 

“Roundabout” is printed by 
Ink  Print 

3 Station Road 
Okehampton EX20 1DY 

The Benefice Choir 

Under the direction of 
 

Roger Cleverdon 
 

Available to sing at 

WEDDINGS · BAPTISMS· FUNERALS 

Roger Cleverdon         01837 810320 
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NORTH  

YOUTH & COMMUNITY 

Bookings: Steve Blood 01837 82785 

Mark Kennedy 01837 82608 

 
POLICE   

PHONE   

 

NORTH TAWTON TOWN  

Bookings: Annette 01837 880054 

Secretary: Lin  01837 880031 

NORTH STREET CHAPEL  
SEWING CLUB 

 
(also knitting, crochet, cross stitch etc.) 

Come and join us from           
7 p.m. 

      £2 including refreshments 
For further information contact 

                 Charlotte Sampson 07706 942901 or  
  charlotte.sampson22@gmail.com 

 

 
FROM THE R

BAPTISM  
 
Sunday 11th August              Brooke India Frankie PARKER  (4 months)           St. Peter's Church 
 
 

Be Still 
A short informal monthly service of themed  

prayers, reflections & readings and creating space to 
dwell in the presence of God 

 
St. Andrew’s Church,  Sampford Courtenay 

Fourth Thursdays at 10 a.m. 
 

The next one will be on:           
Thursday 26th September 

 

 

CREATE & CRAFT 
 

North Street Chapel 
 

1st Saturday of the month 
2 - 4.30 p.m. 

 

£3 includes refreshments 
 

New members welcome 
 

September 7th 

mailto:charlotte.sampson22@gmail.com


 

Angels Hair Salon 
 

Hair in the  Square ·  01837 82430 
 

Modern Unisex Hair Salon 
 

• Official Suppliers of Tigi Hair products 
•        Modern salon with the most up to date  

• Free to join Reward Scheme 

• Cosmetics for sale at below high street prices 

• Exclusive salon hire available for private  
 

Tuesdays  -  Wednesdays  -  Thursdays  -  Fridays 
9 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. 

Saturdays 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

 
11 The Square, North Tawton, EX20 2JD 

 
Church Flowers & Brass 
 
 

  Sampford Courtenay 

  

 September   Rosemary Lowe 

 October   Sara Hanks 

 

 
Honeychurch 

 

 September   M. Weeks 

 October   M. Pyle 

  

 

        Bondleigh 
   
Sept 1st   Jacqui Bourne 
September 8th / 15th Bridget Higgs 
September 22nd /29th Jill Ridley 
October 6th / 13th  Jane Semorad 
October 20th / 27th Carole Rhodes 
 
 
North Tawton  
 
Flowers 
 
Sept 1st   Monica Simons 
September 8th / 15th  Margaret Arscott 
September 22nd / 29th Celia Boughton 
Oct 6th//13th Harvest 
Oct 20th Harvest 
Oct 27th/Nov 3rd   Grace Hayman 
 
Brass  
   
September   Sandra Delve 
October   Joan Nicholls 
 
   ************** 
 
We are always in need of more people to 
help with the brass cleaning and the flowers 
    at St. Peters. 
 
 
You do not need to be an expert flower  
arranger so, if you would like to have a try,  
please contact Kay Webber (01837 82787)  

or Jo Fear (01837 82553) 
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C H Jones & Son 
 

Artist Blacksmiths &  
Fabricators 

 
Tim & Oliver Bramston 

www.devonblacksmiths-fabricators.uk 
 

1 The Square, North Tawton, EX20 2EW 
Tel:  01837 82237 or 07971170794 



 
ANDREW THOMPSON CARPENTRY 

 
Fitted Cupboards, Floors, Kitchens 

All General Carpentry 
No job too small 

 
Reliable and Efficient      Free Estimates 

 
The Cottage, Bouchiers Hill, North Tawton 

Tel:  01837 82537  Mobile:  07950 373  

BARRY WARE  
Professional Painting and Decorating Service, 

Interior and Exterior 
  References Provided 
  6 Church Meadow 
Okehampton EX20 1LP 

 

Tel:  01837 659958          Mob: 07974  
Email: barrydecorators@hotmail.co.uk 

Septic Tanks Emptied 

P h o n e :   0 1 8 0 5 6 0 1 2 8 6 

Mobile:  07831 241531 

Leave a message and we will return your call 

 or email:  p eter@p eter h earnw aste.co.u k 
Small Lorry Now  

PETER HEARN HAULAGE LTD
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Now is the time to get your 

chimney swept 
 

For a friendly, clean and efficient 
service call us free on 

 

0800 2982 595 
info@ellissweeps.co.uk 

 

PURE GREEN 
  

For all Estate Maintenance,  
Construction and Repair Requirements. 
Boundaries, Buildings, Equine & Animal  
Husbandry, Gardens/Hard Landscaping,  

Trees & Woodland, Machinery  
Reliable service in all rural skills. 

Ed 07956 026511 
         puregreenruralservices@hotmail.com 

mailto:barrydecorators@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:peter@peterhearnwaste.co.uk
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