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An unusual cover for Roundabout to reflect the unusual time we live in. 
 
Young folk may like to colour in the rainbow above — a popular  
      pastime at  present.  
 
And, of course, adults may like to as well.  We hear more and more  
     that adults enjoy colouring in. 

      red, orange, yellow, green, blue, indigo, violet    (colour sequence starting on the outside and working inwards)
       
      

     or, if it helps:   Richard Of   York Gave Battle In Vain 



                                           
 
 

 
 

 
 

Wall & Floor Tiling         Under Tile Heating 

Waterproof Tanking         Free Quotations 
 
Tel              Mob 07729  460746  

 
Weirford House Bed and Breakfast  

 
in picturesque Sampford Courtenay 

 
four acre garden with wonderful views - 

- Garden Barn with en-suite, sitting room & kitchen - 

 
Avril and Mike Flanagan - 01837 89132 
See our website for full details and pictures 

www.weirfordhouse.co.uk    avril@weirfordhouse.co.uk 

 

C. J. Steer & Sons Ltd 
Funeral Directors 

Est 1969 
 

24 hour Service  
All Facilities 

 
Homefield, Station Road, Bow 

 

Tel: 01363 82414       Mobile: 07785 540248 

 
Established 1922 

C. Burrows & Son 
(J. J. Burrows) 

Funeral Directors 
A Caring Family Firm 
Personal Supervision 

Any Distance—Any Time 
Tel: 01363 83258          Mobile: 07803 142357 

Coldridge, Crediton, Devon  

  

FORE STREET GARAGE 

( Proprietor: Kevin Hodge) 
Fore Street, North Tawton 

Tel: 01837 82006 

M.O.T. TESTING STATION 
Servicing and Repairs to all makes and models 

Competitive Rates            Fully Qualified Mechanic 
GoodGarageScheme.com 

( Registered Member ) 
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NICHOLS NYMET HOUSE 

 
MANOR HOUSE BED AND BREAKFAST  

& SELF CATERING COTTAGES  
www.devonbedandbreakfast.co.uk  

email mandpgoodman@outlook.com 

Tel 01837 82626 
 

For all your accommodation requirements –  
When family and friends come to stay use us as guest rooms. 

 Peaceful location 1.5 miles from North Tawton 
WITH WONDERFUL VIEWS 

We offer three large bedrooms all with  
en-suite bathrooms including a family suite  

for up to 5.  
Full English Breakfast using finest produce. 

Rates from £40 per person per night –  
Children half price. 

 
Also we can offer Self Catering Cottages available on a 

weekly basis. 
Please see our Trip advisor reviews and Facebook pages. 

http://www.weirfordhouse.co.uk
http://www.devonbedandbreakfast.co.uk/
mailto:mandpgoodman@outlook.com
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From The Rectory 

 
We will meet again, hopefully 
 
As I write this over the Easter weekend, we are nearing the end 
of the initial three weeks of government restrictions due to 
coronavirus. As a natural optimist, I am inclined to think that 
some of them may begin to be eased shortly, perhaps towards 
the end of April, and I could find statistics to back up my point. 
The pessimists amongst us would disagree, and they would 
also draw on expert data to make their case too. In the end, 
none of us really knows. Different temperaments will always 
select differently from the truth. What we all want is 
indisputable signs of hope – an olive branch and a rainbow.  
 
The Bishop of Exeter recently spoke of the difference between 
hope and optimism. It was on one of the many live-streamed 
church services that have become the new normal for Christian 
worship in these days. We have been doing the same here. See 
  stpetersnorthtawton.org.uk  
for loads of online resources and videos. He said, to be 
optimistic is to have a natural sunny disposition in the face of 
adversity, always looking on the bright side of life. To have 
hope, though, is to meet the trials of life from a totally 
different place, a place much deeper and more grounded than 
our mere temperament. 
 
I am reminded of the biblical story of Noah and the Flood. It 
wasn't out of mere optimism that Noah built the Ark and filled 
it with family and many animals. It was out of resolute trust 
and obedience to God’s promise, that despite the devastation 
of the flood, he and his cargo would be spared. For forty days 
he looked to the horizon for some sign of hope. He sent out a 
raven but it kept flying back empty-beaked. I’m sure the 
pessimists on board said to Noah, “I told you so.” But when the 
dove returned, it brought an olive branch, and the optimists 
would have clapped their hands and beaten their saucepans. It 
took a few more weeks until the earth was dry, and when God 
promised not to flood the earth again, he set the rainbow in 
the sky as a sign of his promise. Ever since, the rainbow has 
been a sign of hope. For pessimists and optimists alike, it has 
been great to see them hanging in windows around our 
community during this crisis.    
 
Coronavirus has punctured a hole below the water-line in 
nearly every aspect of life. Even here in the countryside, where 
you can walk up a lane on your daily exercise and seemingly 
leave the cares of the world behind, as soon as you meet 
someone else on the road reality bites again. You say a cheery 
hello, and maybe stop for a brief chat, but then you pass by on 
the other side at least two meters apart. It feels totally 
unnatural. It is as though we have entered a parallel world, 
which looks like the world we know, except it has lots of 
strange new sights and rituals. It's a world where we dance 
suspiciously around one another, keeping our distance, daring 
not to let out an innocent cough. It's a world where the elderly 
are forced into voluntary house arrest, children are educated 
at home, and the Prime Minister has been hospitalised. It's a 
world where the government has forbidden marriage 
ceremonies, and the Church of England has closed its door to  

 
 
 
Sunday worship. It's a world of facemasks, FaceTime and  
furlough. Grandparents cannot see grandchildren; you cannot  
sun-bathe in a park, and you feel like a criminal driving to Bow 
Co-op for milk rather than waiting in the queue outside Spar. 
Unnecessary journey? Yes – it probably was. It’s a strange 
world.  
 
I am not doubting the necessity of all the restrictions on public 
life at the moment. This virus has tragically cost thousands of 
lives in this country already, and we must do everything to stop 
it by being good neighbours in our community, and giving 
maximum support to all key workers and the NHS. But as soon 
as it is reasonably safe to do so, for freedom’s sake, we need to 
get our old world back again. I want to give someone a hug 
again who is not a member of my household. I want to see 
lovers marry each other again. I want to walk the aisles of 
Tesco without being told to stand behind a yellow line. I want 
to drive where I want to drive, and worship where I want to 
worship. I want to see my parents face to face without feeling 
like I’m endangering them. That's the human world, and I want 
it back ASAP.  
 
This is where optimism needs to give way to hope. Optimism 
says we will get our old world back again soon. Pessimism says 
that’s months away. Hope comes from a different place, a 
place that draws its strength from whatever underlying belief 
system we hold dear. For some that belief system will be hard 
to discern or may even be absent entirely. If that is you, then 
maybe corona’s challenge for you is to think a lot more 
seriously about life and faith from now on. For me, and for 
many believers in Christ, it reinforces the Christian worldview 
that we hold dear, that even in adversity there is always hope. 
For we believe in an Easter Saviour for whom not even death 
was the end. 
 
The Queen concluded her recent address to the nation with 
the moving words, we will meet again. Undoubtedly, she was 
calling on us all to summon some of that wartime spirit that is 
so foundational for people of her generation, by longing for 
and working towards that day when we will be able to freely 
meet again. One assumes she will never address the nation like 
that again, save a few more Christmas messages (we hope). 
But perhaps, as she surely nears the end of her life, she was 
also referring to the great meeting beyond this world of which 
she herself is certain because of her hope in Christ. As crisis 
rages across the world in a manner it has never done so in her 
reign or in any of our life-times, we would do well to consider 
where our hopes lies; not our optimism or our pessimism, but 
our hope for this life and for the life to come. We will meet 
again.  
 

 
Rev’d Nick Weldon (Vicar) 
01837 880183 
npweldon@gmail.com  
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Muriel 
PICTURE FRAMING 

 
 Photographs ·  Paintings ·  

Certificates ·  
Conservation Standards Available 

A wide selection of mouldings  
for your personal choice 

North Tawton Tel: 01837 82626 
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Deborah Taylor 
Registered Childminder 

 

 
 

 

 
Churchward 

     Sampford Courtenay 
01837 82743 

NEIL SQUANCE GARDEN 

MAINTENANCE 

 
 

 
Tel 01837 83665 

 
Mob 07799  

 

                       TONY DAY 
 

         Heating and Plumbing 
 

 
Main and LPG Gas 

Gas Safe Registered 

 

01837 83702     07773 966201 

Reg No 191548 

Kevin 

     Osborne 
   Aerials & Satellite 
   City & Guilds NVQ 
 

0 1 3 6 3 7 7 7 1 9 0        0 7 8 4 1 6 4 4 3 9 5 
Aerial Upgrades ∙ All aspects of Installation and 

Discreet Installation ∙ Extra TV Points ∙ Existing Aerial 
Satellite Problems Resolved ∙ DAB Radio  

Free Advice ∙ Free Quotation Service ∙ Free Signal  

KEVIN RICE 
FULLY QUALIFIED BUILDER & DECORATOR 

With 40 years experience in and around North Tawton. 

 
All aspects of building work from small repairs to 

new builds undertaken by a local tradesman who cares 
about quality and personal service. 

Contact Kevin 

Mobile:  07749 674357      Tel: 01837 82492 

BROADBURY LANDCARE 
 

All aspects of Garden Maintenance  

and Landscaping 
 

Andrew Barton 07532 216216 
 

Fully Qualified Fully Insured 
Free Estimates 

   
Older Property Building Surveys 

• Thatched or slate properties built of Cob or Stone. 

• Custom Thatched Roof Surveys. 

• Weekend "Hands on" Thatching Courses. 
 

Master Thatcher and Residential Property Surveyor 
www.thatchedhomeinspector.co.uk                
Ring Charles on  01647 231 706 or 

07771512670 
Holland Park Farm, South Tawton, 

Okehampton. EX20 2PP 

Gardening Etcetera 

Your local Gardener and Handyman 

No job too small 

Specialist in edible gardens as well as low     
 maintenance garden design and management 

 
 

Please call 07729 274698 or email 

  gardening.etcetera@gmail.com 



 
Roundabout 

 
 is published for the community on  

behalf of the four parish churches of North Tawton,  
Sampford Courtenay, Bondleigh and Honeychurch. 

 
Opinions expressed by contributors are their own and 
are not necessarily endorsed by the Vicar, by the PCC,  

members of the four churches, or by the Editors. 
 

Contributions should be sent to 
Hilary and Richard Edwards, 

Shellsley, 
Exeter Street, 

      North Tawton, 
EX20 2BZ 

 (tel. 01837 82376) 
 

     E mail: nt.roundabout@gmail.com  
no later than13th of the month before publication  

is required (and earlier, if possible) 
 

New advertisers are always welcome. 
Advertisements can be arranged for shorter periods 

than one year or for single editions. 
 

Visit Roundabout on its own website: 
www.northtawtonroundabout.com 

(There are also links online via the websites of the  
North Tawton Town Council and the  

 Sampford Courtenay Village Council). 
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  Editorial for May 2020 
 
In the past eight years, Hilary and I have not felt there was a 
need for a “Roundabout” editorial, but now, in the present 
exceptional circumstances, we do feel an editorial is needed.  
First, we offer an apology.  When we sent the April  
edition to our printer, we had not expected that events 
would move so fast that by the time it came back to us, 
some of our deliverers would feel unable to make their usual 
door to door visits to post it through your letter-box.  We 
apologise to those of you who did not receive a copy.  You 
will understand that many of our loyal deliverers are (like 
your editors!) in the age range regarded as “at risk”, quite 
apart from any underlying health problems they may have.  
This is a moment to thank them for going out month by 
month to deliver “Roundabout” to your homes.   
Thank you to them all !   
They are about to have a holiday from their delivery duties 
and we look forward to the time when it will be safe for 
them to resume their normal service to us all. 
Therefore, this edition and those we anticipate producing for 
the foreseeable future will not make use of our established 
volunteer system for delivery.  
Instead, we are asking you to collect a copy from one of a 
three of local “drop-off” points arranged with our printer.  
You might include it during a healthy daily walk  
recommended by government health advisers.  The copies 
will be found in cardboard boxes from which you can help 
yourself at 
 
North Tawton:  under cover on the top step  
    of the  Town Hall. 
Bondleigh:   in the porch of St. James’s  
    Church. 
Sampford Courtenay: in the porch of St. Andrew’s 
    Church (copies also may be  
    delivered by healthy daily  
    walkers) 
Honeychurch:                      Copies will be brought to 
 Honeychurch from Sampford 

Courtenay by a walker taking  
the permitted healthy daily 
walk. 

 
Remember, “Roundabout” can be found also on our  
website: 
  www.northtawtonroundabout.com 
 
and it can be accessed as well as on links via the websites of 
the North Tawton Town Council and the Sampford  
Courtenay Village Council.   
We know not everyone is able to reach “Roundabout” 
online and many who can prefer to be able to leaf through it 
as a printed booklet. That is one reason why we intend to 
continue printing.  If you have a neighbour who cannot  
access the website and cannot leave home, perhaps you will 
consider collecting a copy for him or her?  To take a copy 
for such a neighbour would be one kindly way of keeping 
that neighbour in touch with the local world outside their 
home at a time when personal visits are discouraged.  It can 
become all too easy for such a neighbour to feel isolated. 
Looking to the future: we are told that on the same day we 
are due to send this edition of “Roundabout” to the  
printer, the government will be reviewing the  
coronavirus regulations.  We are anticipating those  
regulations will remain in place and that future 
“Roundabout” editions will be distributed through the  
“drop-off” system.   
 

 
 
If the regulations are tightened still further, we may have  
to think again, but we hope this will not happen. 
You will know that much of this edition would  
normally have told you about coffee mornings, society 
meetings and many other social gatherings.  That space has 
been filled instead with articles by local residents.  We hope 
they will give you a flavour of how life has changed for us 
all over the past few weeks.  It will be a great help to us if 
other readers feel able to contribute for future editions.   
Details of how you have kept yourself busy; pastimes you 
have found which perhaps you have not had time for  
previously; how your household has managed the  
frustrations of being confined to your home and garden: 
how children have managed home education; how working 
from home has proved easier than anticipated (or not); how 
the weeds of west Devon are finding themselves under a 
more severe attack than in recent years; or even an article on 
a subject in which you have a particular interest you would 
like to share.  Thank you to those who already have sent 
articles not published in this edition.  We have “banked” 
them for the future, so please keep them coming as we wait 
for normal life to return for us all.  Pray heaven it will not 
be too long. 
 

Hilary and Richard.             contact at:  

  nt.roundabout@gmail.com 

mailto:nt.roundabout@gmail.com
http://www.northtawtonroundabout.com
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For experienced, 
local advice you can trust 
T. 01837 52379 
www.peterslaw.co.uk 

1 West Street, Okehampton  

 

 

WINDOWS-DOORS-CONSERVATORIES-JOINERY 

(Covering the whole of Devon) 

HIGH QUALITY PRODUCTS BACKED UP BY OVER 25 YEARS 

EXPERIENCE HELPING CUSTOMERS TO IMPROVE THEIR 

HOMES 

Why not give them a call to see what they can do for you 

and your property........ 

01837 54019 or enquiries@okehamptonglass.com 

www.okehamptonglass.com 

 

 



Dear Residents, 
 

Our news this month is dominated by coronavirus related issues, as are all our lives at the moment.  If 
you want to help others, please continue to look out for your neighbours.  If you need help – please put 
the big red H in your window for non-emergency assistance.  Alternatively, ring one of the numbers on 
our second leaflet, or just ring me at the council office, 01837 880121 (diverted to another number when 
the office is unoccupied.) 
 
If we can't give direct help, we have contacts at West Devon council who have many sources of  
assistance – between us we can put you in touch with the right person or agency. 
 
Here is a list of things that have changed due to the current emergency: 
 
North Tawton Neighbourhood Plan Referendum – this has been deferred to May 2021 in line with  
 local government elections. 
North Tawton Annual Town Meeting – new legislation states that this meeting does not have to be held 

this year, and it is therefore cancelled – we hope to be able to hold the meeting as usual in May 
2021. 

North Tawton Town Council Annual Meeting – again, new legislation allows for changes.  At its  
 meeting on Tuesday 14th April the Council will decide how to proceed with reference to election of 

Chair of the Council etc. - the minutes of the meeting will be published on our website and  
 noticeboard, and I will also advise you of the Council's decision in the next Roundabout. 
North Tawton Town Council Meetings – new legislation means meetings  can be held remotely using 

appropriate technology – our meeting on 14.3.20 will be held in this way.  The public can still join 
meetings, see the agenda (website, noticeboard or NTTC facebook page) for information on how 
this works and who to contact.  Minutes will be taken and published as usual; agendas will be kept 
to urgent items only. 

 
Our current situation is stressful for all of us – and if we are alone at home it's hard to cope with 
worries and anxieties.  If you need someone to talk to because you are anxious or depressed, 
here are some contact details for you: 

 
Mental Health Matters – provides telephone help, advice and support.  Open from 6pm to midnight every 
day including bank holidays – 07990 790920, or leave a message which will be responded to during 
opening hours. 

Samaritans - available 24 hours a day 365 days a year by phone (free), email, text and post. They offer a 
supportive conversation around mental health issues including stress caused by isolation, financial and 
employment issues and alcohol and drug dependency.  They also offer a call back and follow up calls: 
Telephone free of charge from landline or mobile: 116 123  
Email: jo@samaritans.org 
Write: Freepost RSRB-KKBY-CYJK, Chris, PO Box 90 90, Stirling, FK8 2SA 

Talkworks – NHS Service, formerly known as DAS (Depression & Anxiety Service) 
Telephone 0300 555 3344, altenatively look online (www.talkworks.dpt.nhs.uk/nhs-mental-health-
support)  where you can self-refer for help. 

Further advice and links to these organisations, and other useful advice,  is on our website –  
northtawtotowncouncil.gov.uk.  If you just want someone to speak to in the first instance, contact me at 
the council office (see first paragraph) and I can put you in touch with someone just for a friendly chat.   

On behalf of everyone at NTTC – the office is closed but we're still here working on your behalf, and we 
send good wishes to you and yours.  We thank all of you, residents and businesses alike, for what you 
are all doing for each other.  Keep safe everyone.    Sarah Say, Clerk to NTTC 
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NORTH TAWTON TOWN COUNCIL 
Town Clerk: Mrs. Sarah Say 

14A The Square 
North Tawton 

EX20 2EP 
Tel: 01837 880121 

E-mail: northtawton.towncouncil@yahoo.co.uk 

mailto:jo@samaritans.org
http://www.talkworks.dpt.nhs.uk/nhs-mental-health-support
http://www.talkworks.dpt.nhs.uk/nhs-mental-health-support
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Sampford Courtenay Village Hall 

 
 

Available for Meetings, Weddings, Shows 
and Parties 

 
Recently extended, we can offer a main hall with a 

stage, separate meeting room, vestibule with  
disabled toilet and ample car parking. 

The location handy for our historic village and 
church 

 

Want to book or know more? 
Contact: 

Deborah Taylor-Morris 
Tel: 01837 82743 

  Email: djtaylormorris@gmail.com 
 

 
for details of availability and our  

competitive hire charges 
Free Wifi 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Dedicated teams of farm and companion animal vets. 
North Tawton        01837 82327 

  Okehampton          01837 658777 
  Hatherleigh          01837 810455 

www.northparkvets.co.uk 
      Farm: Emergency, routine, herd health, small holders. 

Pets: Vaccinations, neutering, nurse clinics, x-ray and operation 
facilities in all surgeries. 

Tel: 01837 82271           W J Morris & 
Sons 

                         

 ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS & 
CONTRACTORS      Established 1953 

 
                     Timber Yard, Sampford Courtenay 
                                    Okehampton EX20 2TB 

 
FARM, DOMESTIC & INDUSTRIAL INSTALLATIONS,  
EMERGENCY LIGHTING, FIRE & SECURITY ALARMS  

'A SHED LOAD OF GOODNESS' 

Organic, loose, dry foods shop 

Between Bow & Zeal Monachorum 

 (near to EX176DD) 

open 9.30am-1pm daily  

except Sunday & Thursdays 

Tel 07932 083623  

blueberryjacqui@hotmail.co.uk 

price list available 

mailto:djtaylormorris@gmail.com


 

North Tawton Afternoon W.I. 
 

 
Ramblings of a North Tawton W.I. Member 
 
‘Help yourself to a home-made Jaffa cake’ – don’t mind if I do. ‘Would you prefer some home-made apricot 
flapjack?’ – ooohhh that sounds nice. ‘How about a home-made lemon Ricciarelli?’ – well you’re just  
showing off now and nobody likes a show off. 
A certain North Tawton W.I. member woke up on Wednesday 1st April and had an idea. And that’s a worry in 
itself. She thought it was quite a good idea at that point. How about making a cake a day for April and  
sending the recipe, and a photo, to all our members? Is she now solely responsible for the shortage of flour? 
And what about husband’s waistline? She had an idea about that too. (Was that two ideas in one day? Hold 
the front page.) What about a sweepstake? How about if I measure husband’s girth on April 1st and then invite 
all our members to guess the final measurement on April 30th? I could do it as a fundraiser. £1 per guess.  
Husband wasn’t quite as enthusiastic as I was.  
 
Talking of husband. A couple of weeks ago he came home ‘for a bit o’ dinner’ (we don’t do lunch) and  
announced that he was ‘self-oscillating’ – going around in circles. So, being a bit of a sceptic, I felt I had to 
ask him if that was his own material or had he nicked the line from another source. To which he replied, in a 
rather hurt and crestfallen manner, ‘it’s all mine – I just made it up’. Seeing an opportunity for sharing  
husband’s interesting little foibles with the wider world, I immediately texted dear ol’ Fitz on Radio Devon 
and within a few minutes husband’s ‘original’ material was wafting from radio speakers all over Devon.  
Husband was tickled pink. Still is actually. In fact, I’m now getting a little bored with not just the repeats on 
the TV, but with husband reminding me of his (fleeting) moment of fame. 
  
With our W.I. meetings, events and activities all on hold we are finding alternative ways of staying in touch. 
Various quizzes are flying through the ether and a call went out last week for a knitting pattern for a rainbow. 
In typical W.I. spirit Maria rose to the challenge and designed a pattern herself. Now that’s clever. And it’s 
beautiful. It even has a little white cloud at each end. I know that somewhere in this house is one of those zip 
up cases containing all the popular sizes of knitting needles. A present from great aunt Marjorie back in the 
70’s. She could obviously see something in me that has yet to be discovered. Great aunt Marjorie could turn 
her hand to lots of clever things. She could knit and crochet, bake and decorate wedding cakes, make dresses 
(I remember seeing a variety of ‘crimplene’ frocks in our family photographs) and she could do ‘tatting’. The 
family milk jug would sport a beautifully tatted cover, embellished with beads and a tiny cup and saucer in 
the centre. She also had a crush on the man who drove a lorry in the Yorkie advert.  
 
And finally – I apologise. If you’ve read this far then maybe you were hoping for a virtual report from a  
virtual speaker. Well you got that wrong didn’t you? Ann Widdecombe is on hold (I can hear you sniggering 
at the back – stop it) as are all our other diverse and interesting speakers. There’s only one thing for it. Oven 
on, get set…………………..Bake. 
                                                                                                                                   Sue Knott 
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North Tawton Vegetable Group 

 
 A vegetable group has been started for the people of North Tawton and the surrounding area.  
      The group is being conducted through a group WhatsApp. 
Its purposes are to: 

  - Enable ‘members’ to swap or give away extra plants or seeds they may have 
  - Obtain advice and guidance on issues you may have 
  - Give recommendations on planting times and seed quality 

If you would like to be part of this group, please text Rosemary Davies on 07752865567. 
    We look forward to hearing from you! 
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Covid-19 and Toilet Rolls – a Personal View 
 
I’ve thought long and hard about it, but I still can’t get my head around the burning question: Why toilet rolls?  
For a cough?  Tena pads I could understand, but toilet rolls remain a mystery to me.  (My son-in-law says 
that it’s because every time someone coughs everyone within earshot suddenly needs to use one (not quite 
the words he used), but surely we’re not supposed to be in earshot of one another anyway?)  
The fact is that none of us have had any practice for how to behave in a real crisis.  As a nation we’ve had it 
cushy for far too long*.  I’ve heard people say ‘We can do this – after all, we came through two world wars.’  
No we didn’t.  None of us came through WW1, or indeed the ‘flu epidemic of 1918-19 which killed more  
people than the war itself.  Almost all those of us who lived through WW2 will have been children at the 
time, and not really aware of what it took our parents’ generation to ‘come through.’  For myself, I remember 
rationing, and the fact that the 1950s were pretty dire for a youngster (no teenagers then), at least until Bill 
Hayley came along (Who he? Try Google).   And I remember Izal lavatory paper, which was pretty much like 
medicated greaseproof paper.  But none of these were major problems, and I went on to benefit from a  
society (yes, there was such a thing then) which offered free university education, full employment,  general 
social cohesion and easily available mortgages – even if the interest rate did reach 17% for a time.  Things 
have not by any means been so easy for my children’s generation, but still the current Covid-19 pandemic is 
the first event in 75 years one could really call a national crisis. 
And the thing about a crisis is that there is no way of knowing how things will turn out.  Huge amounts of 
money have been invented to try to keep the economy on life support, which may or may not succeed.  
Huge numbers of small businesses may collapse, but others may thrive.  One thing we are learning from the 
bumbling efforts of centralized authority is that trying to organize things from the top down is much too  
clumsy.  We need to rediscover our ability to improvise, to organize ourselves from the grass roots up, to 
think creatively – all skills we will need in plenty in the coming months (and years).   
Another thing we’re going to need to do is to come together to challenge selfishness when we see it.   Most 
people see the need to share limited resources in difficult circumstances, but some don’t.  We need to be 
prepared – and this isn’t terribly British – to tell people to their faces when they are taking more than their 
fair share.  When I was growing up in the boring 50s there were things you simply didn’t do because you 
would feel ashamed to do them (dropping litter, for one).  Perhaps there is room to bring back shame as a 
way of motivating people if they can’t be persuaded any other way.                                    
                                                                                                                     Martin Olsson 
 
 
*I am very aware that over the last 60 or 70 years many people individually have had difficult lives, as have 
some communities, but as a nation we have had very little to complain about. 
 
Footnote  
In my researches into possible alternatives to toilet roll, I discovered that the ancient Greeks used  
ceramic disks (pessoi) to clean themselves – disks which were sometimes inscribed with the names of the 
user’s enemies.  (Food for thought there, I feel.)   I also found this extract from Joan Jones’ The History of 
Izal, posted on 7th March 2016 on the Stumperlowe Social Club website:  ‘During the Second World War, 
Izal produced sheets of toilet paper overprinted with cartoon illustrations of Adolf Hitler, which were popular 
with customers but frowned upon by the government because ‘it wasn’t really the British thing to do.’’   Was 
our government a tad out of touch even then? 

       Lockdown family life 
 
 
We’re a North Tawton household of seven – mum, dad, three teenagers and two family hounds.  
 
Right now, our eldest son should be studying at university in Bristol, whilst the other two should be at school and 
college. Instead, thanks to Coronavirus, they’re all back home.  
 
As someone who’s used to working from home, I haven’t found the lockdown transition too problematic in a  
logistical sense. However, with three teens now permanently ensconced in front of their screens, the ‘battle for 
bandwidth’ in our household has resulted in increasingly erratic and unreliable daily Skype calls to my work  
colleagues!  
             (continued on Page 34) 
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Devon Sensory Outreach Service  NORTH TAW-
TON YOUTH AND COMMUNITY CENTRE 

   Free, confidential and impartial service for people with 
hearing and or/visual impairment provided by the Sensory 
Team,  Devon County Council. 
 Available on the third Thursday of each month in 
North Tawton Youth and Community Centre, Barton Street. 
  10.30 a.m. and 12 noon. 
For further information contact: Care Direct 0345 155 1007 

or 07966 596881 

Ashridge Events 
 

Ashridge Wood Fair - Saturday 27th, June, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
 

Autumn Pop-Up Restaurant - Saturday 5th, September, Tickets Available Soon. 
 

Christmas Fayre - Saturday 28th, November, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

BESPOKE HATS,  
FASCINATORS  

& BAGS 
Beautiful hand crafted accessories made to                 

    compliment any outfit for those special occasions. 
Made to order 

                  For more information please contact Rachel Dunn 
on 

                     01837 682942 / 07779513204 
Please visit my website at www.alldunnup.co.uk 

 or my facebook page at www.facebook.com/alldunnup2015  

http://www.alldunnup.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/alldunnup2015
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We care, watch over & protect 

ROUNDABOUT DEADLINE:  
Community News, Articles, and Events are published (free of charge) in any edition, but must  be 
received by the Editors no later than the 13th of the month before publication. 

 

READING GROUP 
 
 

MEETS last Tuesday MONTHLY 7.30 p.m. 
AT THE NEW INN 

CONTACT ISHBEL ASKEW 
01837 82280 

ishgordon@live.co.uk 

mailto:ishgordon@live.co.uk
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   MEMORIES OF NORTH TAWTON'S SECOND WORLD WAR 
 
 As we  approach the 75th anniversary of VE Day, now is a good time to recall what life was actually like for the 
residents of North Tawton during the last war. I interviewed several people as well as dipping into archive material for a 
short book I wrote back in 2012, and have selected some of the memories recorded there to share with readers during 
another time of crisis and apprehension. 
 
  Obviously most folk in the town during the early 1940s would have been concerned about the welfare of loved ones 
doing service across the globe (dozens of men from the town were on active service, with eleven paying the ultimate  
sacrifice). Everyone in North Tawton would have experienced rationing and other restrictions to their everyday lives
(something we can easily empathise with during this dark time). For many people I spoke to back in 2012, the biggest 
change was undoubtedly the presence of unfamiliar faces around the town during these war years. Most respondents 
were children at the time and recalled the arrival of a few dozen evacuees from London and other cities. These were  
either 'unofficial' evacuees (many of whom were city children staying with relatives in the area) or 'official' evacuees, 
mostly from London (the largest wave of these was in June 1940). North Tawton's school got around the problem of  
accommodating all  these children by staggering the times local children and the newcomers used the classrooms (the 
London children were taken by their teachers on long country walks, if the weather permitted it). Although some of these 
evacuees grew homesick and returned home, others liked their new, rural, lifestyle. Londoner Sheila Shannon stayed 
with her siblings in Devonshire House, Essington (today's surgery) for most of the war and enjoyed “scrumping apples or 
peas, making dens in bushes and picking the first snowdrops and primroses”. However, it would be the River Taw and 
the little shingle beach under Blackclapper Bridge (where they learned to swim) which remained her “gateway to  
happiness”.  Local youngsters usually got on well with the newcomers and Peter Fewings  recalled playing sport and  
introducing these 'London lads' to the rural pursuit of rabbit-hunting. 
  
 The new 'army' of Land Girls' (there were more than a dozen of them in North Tawton) were billeted with local families 
at an early stage of the war. These young women were involved in a range of tasks, including harvesting, threshing,  
driving tractors and milking cows. Respondents like Enid Westlake recalled their high profile presence in the town, 
where they enjoyed cider in the White Hart pub and dancing in the Town Hall, where their favourite number and dance 
was the 'Jitterbug'. (“they brought a bit of New York to us down in Devon!”) Even more colourful visitors to the town 
were the hundreds of American troops who, in late 1943, were billeted for several months in places like the Methodist 
chapel, Burton Hall, the Ring O'Bells pub, the Lakeway Congregationalist Church, as well as in local houses. David Bale 
remembers the day they arrived and how local children went to Lakeway Church where they distributed chocolate and 
candy, as one G.I. played the mandolin. He was fascinated by their jeeps which “roared past the De Bathe crossroads at 
all times of the day”. Jack Gregory remembers watching the G.I.s carousing in a Fore Street 'night-club' (a former church 
building which had reopened as a cafe/bar). 
 
 Other 'exciting' newcomers to the town during the war period included prisoners of war, many of whom worked on local 
farms. There was a POW camp near Whiddon Down, and several German and Italian prisoners were seen in the area. 
The late Jean Shields recalled how one German prisoner was a diligent worker on her family farm at the crossroads, and 
how he joined them for Christmas dinner (indeed, Franz Heinhoffer kept in touch with Jean after the war, making several   
returns to see her in North Tawton). Other familiar sights in the town in these wartime years were the men of the Home 
Guard (some 30-40 of them). Under the command of local head teacher Captain Heard ('our own Captain Mainwaring') 
the Home Guards' post was at Wildridge on Boucher's Hill. They carried out various duties in the area, including   
guarding railway bridges and tunnels, and manning checkpoints at the bridge at the far end of Fore Street. Here, they 
blocked the bridge with a horse-drawn fire engine and they then asked passers-by, mostly their neighbours, to identify  
themselves!  Jack Gregory was a member of the Guard, and recalls they had “pretty basic” equipment, although a few 
members had access to rifles or double-barrelled handguns. They used to train on Sunday mornings in the grounds of 
Devonshire House, where in a tragic accident, one Guard was partially blinded. Several interviewees remembered the 
sense of excitement and relief everyone felt when war in Europe came to an end. David Bale found out as he cycled 
home from school one day in May 1945, and looked forward to VE Day, which meant “a day off school, a bonfire in the 
park and much merriment and supping of cider”. Crowds, stretching from the far end of Fore Street to the corner of  
Exeter Street, thronged around the Clock Tower, and later locals enjoyed festivities in the Town Hall.  
             Alan Francis Parkinson 

        NORTH TAWTON ENVIRONMENTAL TRUST 
 
We had to cancel the Tree Planting Weekend because of the Corona virus restrictions. However, some  
members and volunteers who live within walking distance have been taking it in turns to go up to the field 
and plant some trees for their daily exercise and we have managed to get all 420 trees planted, plus a few  
extra that have been donated. 
A huge thank you to all of you who have helped both with planting and providing weed suppressing  
material. Thank you also to Richard Knott for mowing the planting areas for us beforehand which made the 
job much easier. We hope the coming summer will bring a mixture of sunshine and a bit of rain as well to 
keep all the young trees growing happily. 
 

If you would like to join the Trust in future work please contact ntenvirotrust@gmail.com  
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SM Plumbing & Heating 
Stuart  

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 
 

Contact me on 
07738 759606  or  01837 880067 

 
No.519960         stuartmoffat2@h otmail.com 

4, Park Houses, North Tawton 

 EX20 2DX 

 
Taw Va l l ey Dental Care 

 
56 Fore Street 
North Tawton 

EX20 2DT 
 

Telephone: 01837 880096 
 

Oral Health Accessible to All 
 

 

 

     

 

 

 
 

M C Poole Contractors 
Digger hire with driver 

Most work undertaken 
Tel: 01837 82947        Mobile: 07970 653827 

EXETER  ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES 

Translating Your Vision Into Reality 
 

Let us guide you through the design and planning process so that we 
can translate your vision into reality. We will work with you and provide 
Design, Planning, Building regulation drawings, to ensure your ambi-

tions are achieved and your development is all you wished for. 
 Contact us for a free consultation and quote 

 

Duncan and George have over 50 years joint 
 experience as Architectural Technologists 

Phone us on 07799586327 or 
Email us at info@exeterplanning.com  

mailto:stuartmoffat2@hotmail.com
https://editor.sitebuilder.com/contact
mailto:info@exeterplanning.com


 
 News  from Sampford Courtenay Parish Council 

 
Full minutes can be viewed on our website  www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk  where any useful links are live. 
Plus check out our new FACEBOOK Page. Like and Share to help us spread S.C.P.C. news. 
 
SEAMOOR LOTTO – Sampford Courtenay Parish Council has registered as one of the charities which will benefit from the 
new Lotto run by W.D.B.C..  If you have not bought your ticket yet, please sign up at  

https://www.seamoorlotto.co.uk/support/sampford-courtenay-parish-council  
 
 

Notes for May Roundabout 
 

1) SCPC, under the Chair Michele Wilson, was very quick to set up an Incident 
 Management Team, in which Volunteers around the parish endeavoured to leaflet every 
 house in the parish with a Covid 19 Newsletter and a Request For Assistance for  
 parishioners who felt they may need help to shop or collect medicines in the coming 
 weeks. 
2) Following this initial leaflet drop a band of over 30 volunteers regularly collect shopping 
 and make contact with over 40 parishioners who have returned Request for Assistance 
 forms + other neighbours who may not have registered a need for help at the moment. 
3) A range of VIRTUAL get togethers has been arranged using the much publicised Zoom 
 App – so far there have been Coffee & Chat 3 times a week; Yoga 3 times a week; 
 Ready Steady Cook; Paper Rose Making Demonstration and a Saturday Quiz. Please 
 check our Website for more details – you do not have to live in the village to take part. 
4) Plant Swap – a stall has been set up in the Square for parishioners to swap excess  
 seedlings or plants. 
5) Website – our website has a Coronavirus page on which up-to-date government and health 
 advice is listed. Please take a look and sign up at the bottom of any page to receive 
 emails containing advice or news of more fun Virtual activities. 
6) NALC has advised all councils that they are now allowed and advised to hold Virtual 
 meetings – so the AGM and monthly meeting on May 5th will still be open for the public 
 to attend – but they will have to do so virtually. Log in details will be on our Website 
 with the Agenda. 
7) KEEP SAFE – we hope that we will soon all be able to get together again, but until then 
 please heed the advice on social distancing and stay safe. 

 
Please contact SCPC Clerk – Marion Pratt at SCPCClerk@aol.com or on 01837 82285 if you would like to raise any 
issues.   
 
Even better, come along to a meeting.  Next meeting:    VIRTUAL MEETING 5th May 
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NORTH TAWTON 
 RUGBY 
FOOTBALL CLUB 
 The Clubhouse is  

available to HIRE for  

PRIVATE FUNCTIONS

Competitive Rates 

Ample Parking 

Now with free wifi  

 

  ALL EVENTS CATERED FOR 
 

 Call  
 SARAH on     7     

WHITEGATES JOINERY 

BESPOKE JOINERY SPECIALISTS 

KITCHENS, STAIRS, DOORS, SLIDING SASH WINDOWS, 

CONSERVATION WORK 
FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE CALL ROGER 

01837 851720 / 07887731197 

EMAIL whitegates05@yahoo.com 
                                 Practical Wood Working Lessons Available 
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Hare Cottage Beauty and Massage Studio 
 
Offering a variety of beauty treatments  
including; 
 
Facials 
Sports massage 
Deep tissue massage  
Hot stone massage 
Bamboo massage 
Swedish massage 
Aromatherapy massage 
Signature massage including stretches  
 
I am a fully qualified beauty/massage/sports/
spa therapist, with 5* experience in top spas. 
For any enquiries or to book an appointment 
please contact Julie on 
07709488835 
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Sampford Courtenay Parish Website: 
http://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/ 
 

The website is managed by Julie Carpenter 
who can be contacted on  

juliec2911@hotmail.co.uk 
or  

admin@sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk 
or by phone: 

      07866 605184 

     The Treacle Mines of England 

 
Prior to the mass production and refining of sugar cane in the West Indies, the only way to get hold of treacle 
was to mine ‘natural molasses’ in treacle mines. Treacle is the only mined foodstuff. 
 
Treacle mines are rare and appear in just five regions of England: Yorkshire, Lancashire, Kent and the West 
Country. 

Having a treacle mine in your town was a huge benefit to the inhabitants. The folk living in these areas were  
particularly healthy, especially the miners themselves. It was noted in 1816 when visiting a Devon village: 
 
“This place I found to be a fair and healthy place, the women and children well fed and happy. Most menfolk 
were at work upon the land but that evening in the excellent Wyndham Arms I was surpassingly surprised to see 
many men brown of hue. On enquiry I determined that these were miners of Treacle and what a jolly crew they 
turned out to be. That night I retired to my bed thanking our maker that there was at least one happy parish in 
the land.” 
 
Black unrefined treacle forms from fossilised beds of sugar cane rather like oil or peat and has a tendency to seep 
and rise to the surface of the ground. This run-off is useless, but what makes the regions mentioned above unique 
is that the treacle is surrounded by a layer of non-porous rock that keeps it contained. 

Treacle mining goes back to pre-Roman times; in fact there was a healthy trade between England and Rome via 
Roman-occupied Gaul. In fact, it was the main reason why the Romans wanted to conquer the unbearably cold 
and harsh British Isles. Why else would they want to take over an island that was uninhabitable to them?  A floor 
mosaic from AD 77 was unearthed depicting treacle mining and refining. 

Demand was so high, that any new sites had to be kept secret. The site of the mine in Bondleigh is so  
closely-guarded that only a very few individuals know the location and those that are told have to have been born 
and bred within the Parish.  
There has been no significant treacle mining in Britain since the nineteenth century because industry had made 
sugar and its by-products cheap and accessible. However, it was on its last-legs already; most of the mines were 
completely dry and no new sites were found. The last working mine eventually closed in the 1930s during the 
Great Depression. There are no plans to excavate any of mines and it is a shame; it would be great if we could 
draw attention to this almost forgotten part of our food history. 

              Caroline Stokes 

(Editors: A most interesting and mysterious article:  where was the fifth area of England? Should we all take to eating  
treacle to become happy? Are there inhabitants of Bondleigh who can reveal another secret of which we hear tell:  
the Bondleigh to North Tawton canal?   
 
Is it possible in the 19th century treacle barrels were floated to North Tawton on barges to be sent by rail to the canning 
factories of Tate and Lyle?  -  long after the Romans had left, of course.) 
 

SAMPFORD COURTENAY VILLAGE HALL
FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 

Unfortunately, due to coronavirus, many previously  
advertised events have been cancelled or postponed.  
 
The Village Hall Committee wishes everyone good 
health as we face this difficult time. We look forward to 
welcoming you to events in the future. 
 
Please visit the parish website 
  www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk  
for the latest information. 

http://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/
https://britishfoodhistory.com/2012/04/01/the-treacle-mines-of-england/
http://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/
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ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
 

 Quality Work By Fully Qualified Tradesman 
All Electrical Work Undertaken 

Domestic, Industrial, Commercial &  
Agricultural Installations 

Fully Compliant to Part P Building Regulations 
All Work carried out to  

18th  Edition Wiring Regulations 
Over 30 Years experience in electrical  

contracting 
 

24 HOUR EMERGENCY CALL OUT 
 

Tel. 01363 881002 Mob. 07710 673270 
 

www.tuxelectrical.co.uk 

Jenny Rock 

 Rock Solid Book-Keeping Solutions                    
Creating Order from Chaos! 

 

Friendly, helpful advice for small businesses 
Part-time, one-off and temporary contracts 

 

CIMA Diploma Management Accounting 
AAT Level 4, IABK Part II  

20+ years experience 

 

Winkleigh, Devon 
M: 07743 683756 

Email:  rocksolidbookkeeping18@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A friendly, family run company aiming to provide a range of 
high quality arboricultural services to our Customers’   
  trees. 
 

Services include: 

Tree removals/ dismantles 
Tree pruning, reductions, thinning, shaping and dead wood  
removal 
Hedge trimming 
Stump grinding 
Tree planting 

 

All work is insured to £5 million, complies with  
relevant British standards and is carried out by  
appropriately trained and equipped professional  
arborists  
CALL NOW for friendly, professional advice and to  
arrange a FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE  
TEL: 07398268877 
EMAIL: adamofedentrees@gmail.com 
Check us out on Facebook and Instagram: @adamofedentrees 

Flute tuition for mature pupils 
Explore and enjoy interesting music whether you are a 

late beginner, rusty returner, or improver of any  

standard or age.  

Feel a sense of achievement when you master a piece of 
music, or maybe gain the confidence to play in a band.  

Whatever your motivation or standard I can provide a 

wealth of musical experience, and specialist knowledge 
of the flute.  

Jacquie Kenny LTCL AMusLCM.   

Phone: 01837 851793 



Bondleigh Rainfall 
 

March is the month when everything changed and not 
only the weather! It rained until the 18th and then just 
stopped. In that time, I measured 89.2 mm..   
This compares to 105.8mm last year when it also 
stopped raining on the 18th, leaving the rest of the 
month dry.  Is this the beginning of a dry Spring?  
Probably not, but we have only had 2.4mm in the last 3 
weeks. I hear people saying 'we could do with a shower 
of rain!'  
On the right please see the annual rainfall chart for the 
past three and a half years compared month by month. 
      Danny Semorad 
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Robinson Plant Ltd 
www.robinsonplant.co.uk 

 

A family firm with over 30 years’ experience 
 

All aspects of earthworks, groundworks and hard landscaping undertaken  
including: 

 

Site Excavation and Concreting 
Foundations and Driveways 

Sewers, Septic Tanks and Treatment Plants 
Stone walling and Paving 

Land Drainage and Ponds & Lakes 
Brick and Block Work 

No job too big or small. 
 

Office: 01837 89065 
Mobile: 07909 998945 

Email: info@robinsonplant.co.uk 

http://www.robinsonplant.co.uk
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From Sampford Courtenay 
 

As news is sparse, I’ve been asked to write about how coronavirus is affecting us here at Lower 
Trecott.  In order to do that I think I also have to write firstly about how my own health and  
Malcolm’s health, is affecting us here.  In 2001 we set up our 4 Star, award- winning B&B with great 
success and, were we still in the business, although we’d have missed the income caused by the  
present situation, I think the break from making beds, cleaning bathrooms and cooking breakfasts 
would have been welcomed.  I would then have had time to devote to the garden, raising flowers and 
vegetables to grow in the greenhouses and poly tunnel – all part of the great plan – the dream.  But in 
2009 I was diagnosed with Parkinson’s disease, a progressive and incurable disease caused by the 
brain’s inability to make Dopamine.  This can manifest itself in tremor, which, thankfully, I do not yet 
have to any great degree, muscular rigidity, stiffness and slowness of movement.  I managed to keep 
going until 3rd October 2015 when our last guests came from Melbourne for three nights.   I gave up 
singing in the Okehampton Choral Society and the church choir, as I couldn’t stand for long and the 
music was too heavy to hold.  Next to go was my driver’s licence.  So already I was becoming  
dependent on Malcolm to take me food shopping, to the hairdressers, the chiropodist, reflexology, the 
tractor club and the bee club and Shirley, Barbara and Sarah to the Flower Club, W.I., Town &  
Country Ladies, skittles and anywhere else I wanted to go!  As time has gone by my walking has  
deteriorated and I experience bouts of ‘freezing’ when I come to a halt and can’t lift my feet –  
particularly humiliating when crossing the road – and I’m prone to losing my balance and falling.  So 
the walking stick has been superceded by a 4 wheel push-along trolley and the trolley by an electric 
scooter.   
Although the scooter comes in 5 pieces, it is heavy for Malcolm to lift in and out of the car, after  
losing his strength following his hospital stay with pneumonia in 2017 but it means I can do the  
shopping and enjoy a coffee and toasted tea cake once in a while – my special treat!  Well, that was 
once upon a time.  
 At the time of writing it’s only two weeks ago that all this started to kick off and already it seems like 
months.  First to be cancelled was the bell ringers’ coffee morning, although we managed a Lent 
Lunch of soup and cheese at Pauline Houben’s.  Mothering Sunday followed but not until after putting 
a special arrangement of daffodils on the altar for our Mothers who have died. Then it was the W.I. 
Coffee Morning, due to be held in Hatherleigh, the meeting to plan the Autumn Produce and Flower 
Show, Be Still, all church services, and the performance by the Exbourne Choir, which I was  
particularly looking forward to.  Malcolm, as Churchwarden, was then summoned to lock the Church, 
and that key took a lot of finding.  Some WD40 will be needed before we can make a grand entrance. 
So, I think we’ve got the picture now.  Being in the ‘over-70’s’ group we are observing self-isolation.  
We’re not to go out and no-one can come in, so the scooter is already redundant.   Malcolm has ewes 
in his village field due to lamb right now, but the bees have been inspected and all is well.  Today he 
has finally got round to ordering his vegetable seed and, in the absence of my paid helpers, he has to 
take more responsibility for me and help me out with tasks I find too difficult.   I’m supposed to have 
his full attention from 9 a.m. for an hour.  So far he’s helped change the sheets on three beds – left 
over from Christmas – and helped sort out the utility room. He washes up and makes tea and coffee – 
and a hot cross bun if I remember to thaw them out!  I find it very difficult to cook a ‘proper’ meal and 
he quietly tolerates ready-meals, whilst looking forward to a burst of energy on my part which will  
result in roast potatoes!  We’re both missing our cleaner Karen, gardeners Anita, Graham and Tim, 
ironer Amanda, Claire who does our feet, (I’ll have to have a go with Malcolm’s but I’m not sure he 
can do mine!) Gina at reflexology and Teresa at E-Clips (what will our hair look like when it grows?)  
And then there’s all those wonderful helpers organised by SCPC who are doing our shopping and  
collecting prescriptions from the Medical centre, neighbours Helen, Linda and Paul and Mike and Julie 
who keep an eye on the sheep and our resident Doctor, Jane. 
We’ve taken to exercise with the Green Goddess at Breakfast, to follow Sunday Worship and Songs of 
Praise on the TV and Rita’s Be Still notes and to join with Nick and Rita in their broadcast from St. 
Peter’s.  I have discovered some unfinished cross stitch, which I started 20 years ago – having trouble 
threading the needle – and I’ve just bought a Smart ‘phone for the first time and spent three days  
tearing my hair out to set it up, with the help of family on What’s App.  But I’m getting the hang of it 
and have joined the youngsters glued to the screen! 
               Nicky Craig 
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Update from Okehampton Library  
 

Following the temporary closure of Okehampton Library and all Devon Libraries we would like to take the opportunity to let 

you know that although our buildings may be closed, the Library Service is very much open.  Our library staff are working 

from home to promote and support our digital library, create new online content and provide the important service of  

keeping in contact with our library customers.  

We are available via email at okehampton.library@librariesunlimited.org.uk 

 

Devon Libraries have also suspended the Devon Mobile Library Service in line with the physical building closures. They 

have also suspended the Home Library Service in Devon, and are encouraging the volunteers to phone their readers regularly 

to have a social chat and to check in. 

Devon Online Library Services   
 

Renew your library items and review your account via our website www.devonlibraries.org.uk.  If you do not have 

online access you can renew your books by phoning 0345 155 1001.  All items are being renewed for three months and  

overdue charges have been suspended. 

Please can we request that library customers hold onto books, CDs and DVDs and return them when we re-open. As  
mentioned above, there will be no fines and we will keep renewing issues until further notice. 
 
During this time, online reservations will be unavailable. If you have already placed an online reservation, please note this 
will not be satisfied until 17th June 2020 at the earliest due to the system closure. 
 
eBooks, eAudiobooks, eMagazines you can access for free using your library card.  We have plenty on offer, particularly if 

you are needing to keep busy at this time. www.devonlibraries.org.uk/web/arena/ebooks  

• We have added 3,500 titles to Overdrive (eBooks and eAudiobooks) 
• We now have 1,000 unlimited use eAudiobooks through RB Digital Devon or RB Digital Torbay  
• A selection of eMagazines is available on RB Digital Devon or RB Digital Torbay 
• Access eAudiobooks via BorrowBox – we are adding many Borrow Now, No Queue unlimited titles each week.  
• Access the ‘Reading Well’ collections on our digital platform. 
• Visit our reference online resources at Devon Libraries. 

Join the library for free at www.devonlibraries.org.uk/web/arena/join-us    
Once you have completed the online joining form, you will be given a temporary [UNREG] number which will enable you 
to access our digital library immediately. As and when our library re-opens we will process all temporary memberships  
registered during this closure period and we will issue a library card to you. 
 
Online Events - libraries are hosting regular live events every day on social media and online so please join us.  There is a 
wide selection of online events such as Language Cafes, Zoom Daily Chat, Reading Groups, Lego Clubs, Coding Clubs and 
much more… 
   https://www.devonlibraries.org.uk/web/arena 
 

Libraries Unlimited are offering daily Bounce & Rhyme and Storytime session.   
 

Ancestry Library Edition - Access to Ancestry Library Edition has been temporarily extended to Devon Library members 
at home, courtesy of ProQuest and its partner Ancestry. Home access will be available until the end of April and will be  
re-evaluated monthly as needed. To access Ancestry, you need to be logged in to the Devon Libraries website with your  
borrower card number and PIN, you will then be able to see the special 'Ancestry Library Edition' link and start your family 
history research. 
 

Follow us on Facebook at Okehampton Library where we will be hosting various events, activities and groups.  Keep in 
touch and receive up to date information.  
Updates are also being posted on our websites, so please keep checking for the latest news in your area: 

https://www.librariesunlimited.org.uk/news/coronavirus-library-service-update/ 
https://www.devonlibraries.org.uk/web/arena 
https://www.torbaylibraries.org.uk/web/arena/home 
https://www.librariesunlimited.org.uk/news/ 
Booktrack  - Calling all Book Trackers and their families! We miss speaking to you about all the fantastic books you've 
read and we'd love to continue your Book Track journey with you while the library is closed.  
Aged 6 or over? Love reading? Book Track is a chance to keep a record of all the books you read, and collect stickers and 
badges along the way. Choose the books you like, and when you have read them, tell us a little bit about them.  
Parents get in touch with us at  okehampton.library@librariesunlimited.org.uk  to find out more 
 
Contact us: we are all working from home so if you need help with anything or want a chat, please email or message us on  
Twitter  @OkehamptonLib               Facebook.com/OkehamptonLibrary  
    e mail: okehampton.library@librariesunlimited.org.uk 

mailto:okehampton.library@librariesunlimited.org.uk
http://www.devonlibraries.org.uk
http://www.devonlibraries.org.uk/web/arena/ebooks
https://librariesunlimited.overdrive.com/
https://devon.rbdigitalglobal.com/
https://torbay.rbdigitalglobal.com/
https://devon.rbdigitalglobal.com/
https://torbay.rbdigitalglobal.com/
https://fe.bolindadigital.com/wldcs_bol_fo/b2i/mainPage.html?b2bSite=6345
https://www.devonlibraries.org.uk/web/arena/referenceonline
https://www.devonlibraries.org.uk/web/arena/join-us
https://www.devonlibraries.org.uk/web/arena
https://www.librariesunlimited.org.uk/news/coronavirus-library-service-update/
https://www.devonlibraries.org.uk/web/arena
https://www.torbaylibraries.org.uk/web/arena/home
https://www.librariesunlimited.org.uk/news/
mailto:Okehamptonlibrary@librariesunlimited.org.uk


 
Church Flowers & Brass 
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Your Local Family Run Residential Sales &  

Lettings Agent 
 

With Branches in Winkleigh, Okehampton & 
Holsworthy 

 

Feel free to call into one of our branches  
or contact us for a FREE no-obligation Valuation 

of your Property 
 

Winkleigh: 01837 83393 

Okehampton: 01837 55755 

Holsworthy: 01409 253946 

 

E: info@howesestates.co.uk: W: 
www.howesestates.co.uk 

E: enquiries@purelettingsdevon.co.uk W: 
www.purelettingsdevon.co.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
can’t be done until the Government decides churches  
may reopen, but, in the hope this may happen during 
May, here are the rotas: 
 
Sampford Courtenay 

 May    Barbara Smith 

 

Honeychurch 

 May     Mary Pyle 

 

Bondleigh 

  
May 3rd / 10th   Helen Ruby 
May 17th / 24th  Cath Pettifer 
May 31st   Trish Peters 
 

North Tawton 
 
Flowers 

May 3rd    Frances Brookes 
May 10th    Wedding Flowers 
May 17th   Mary Fry 
May 24th / 31st  Joan Nicholls 

Brass 
May    Jo Fear 
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       Plans rudely interrupted by a pandemic  
 
 
As I cleared out my fridge in my rented apartment in Valencia on Monday 16th March, I did not know 
how long I’d be going away for but what I did know is that I did not want to be under “this house  
arrest” any longer and  I hoped I’d be with my family in Devon that evening.  
 
We’d been acutely aware of corona virus in Spain, following it’s viral movement in Italy and as the  
outbreaks spread, the number of cases in Valencia at the beginning of March was similar to Bristol.  
However, things were ramping up in Madrid, more people were contaminated and the week of the  
9th March was to see the country change from “business as usual” to complete lockdown.  
 
It was a sudden change - on the 10th of March, at one moment, we were enjoying lunch at a  
restaurant in the Albufera next to the rice fields, among lemon trees, in the sun, with only the hint of 
awareness that we were enjoying borrowed time!! The next, we heard that public gatherings and 
schools were closed in Spain. That same day I was informed I could no longer teach “Business  
English” at Iberdrola (Spain’s energy company who have offices in Madrid, Bilbao & Valencia).  
Suddenly, people cancelled work trips. When Valencia’s big annual two week celebration, Las Fallas 
(€500 million for Spanish tourism) was postponed to August, I knew things were getting serious.  
 
Meanwhile in the U.K., my food business, Artisan Provender www.artisanprovender.com which I run 
remotely, was suffering as tastings were being cancelled on a daily basis...(understandably) and 
smaller food companies I worked with were putting their tasting and promotion campaigns on hold.  
 
On Friday the 13th March, (ironically!) the Spanish prime minister, Pedro Sanchez, announced  
lockdown - we could only leave our houses for food and emergencies. 
 
On the Saturday morning, with the beach closed, bars closed, the supermarkets in pandemonium, 
everyone was showing a strange wariness towards each other, alien from the usual exuberant,  
friendly Spaniards. The charm of the place was difficult to remember! I suddenly felt all I wanted was 
to be with my family and age old friends in the U.K. !!!  
 
Positive advice and proactive support from friends spurred me into thinking I could still come back to 
the U.K. safely, so I looked for flights online - but overnight they were fully booked. There were no 
flights direct from the relatively unscathed Valencia; the only flights available went via Madrid & took 
over  twelve hours!! I was marooned!  
 
On Sunday, I checked the flights, still nothing; I was going to have to phone the British embassy on 
Monday. Then, my mother heard that Ryan Air had put on more flights to Bristol direct from Valencia. 
She was right, I could see it, but for some reason I couldn’t book from Spain, time was of the essence 
and I contacted a friend in the U.K. who quickly booked it - I had the ticket! But would the flight be  
cancelled like I’d heard so many had been?  
 
I arranged with my parents that I would live in quarantine in half of the house - I hired a car - (Dettol’d) 
before and after!) It was a military operation but as long as the flight took off everything was in place!  
 
There were very few people at Valencia airport as most of the flights were cancelled.  Everyone 
obeyed the announcement of staying a metre apart from one another! An uncertain few hours  
followed as I waited with my one bag of Artisan Provender work and teaching books for our flight to be 
announced: finally it was!  
 
The aeroplane was half empty. As we waited to take off, there was an announcement; a delay... half 
an hour, one hour, another half an hour and then...we were off !!!!   I was on my way to Devon.  
 
The two weeks of isolation that followed included a lot of speaking to food businesses here in the 
U.K., learning Spanish and lots of walks. Along with everyone else in the world, I do not know when I 
will return to my normal life in Valencia, but what I do know is that since I’ve been back in Devon,  
every morning I wake up feeling happy and incredibly grateful to know that I can walk outside, in the 
fields and the importance of family and friends feels very real.  
 
             Charlotte Hanks 
  



House Building ∙ Extensions ∙ Conservatories 
Barn Conversion · Brick, Block, Stone Work 

Driveway Paviours ∙ Rendering, Plastering ∙ Patios 
Wall & Floor Tiling ∙ Wood Work all fixings  

 

    IAN RICE Builder 
Sunnyridge, Moor View, North  

Devon EX20 2HW 
 

Mob: 0 7 9 6 7 4 1 8 1 1 0 
 

ipricebuilding@gmail.com 
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Creative Scapes 
 

If it is in the garden we do it ! 

Artificial Grass – Drainage - Decking - Fencing –  
Gabions – Garden Clearance - Garden Buildings - 

Hedge Cutting - Planting – Patios – Paving –  
Play Equipment – Pruning –Turfing -Walling 

 
Specialists in Full or Part Garden Make-overs 

 
FREE QUOTATIONS + FIXED PRICES 

 
Contact: Neil Coldrick NCH 

Tel: 01837 880305.   
Mobile: 07836 541620. 

Email: creativescapes@btinternet.com 

* Design * Construction * Maintenance 

CARPENTER AND TILER 
 
30 years experience.  Lots of happy customers.  
Fair prices. Free estimates.  
Fast, tidy worker. Reliable. Professionally  
insured. 
Door hanging. Skirting and flooring. Kitchens fitted. 
Repairs. Floor and wall tiling. Wardrobes and  
cupboards made/fitted. 
Photos of my recent work available. 
Contact me, David Hitching, on: 
Land Line: 01837 89109    Mobile: 07871289317 
Email: quince.cottagecrafts@gmail.com 
Please leave contact details and a short  
message for a quick response. 

CARAVAN STORAGE  
 NEAR OKEHAMPTON 
10 MINUTES FROM A30  

INDOOR / OUTDOOR  
 

01837 659767    enquires@appledorefarm.com 
Caravans, Motorhomes, Trailer Tents, Cars 

Spaces from £0.72 / Day 
We also offer ‘Store and Stay’ package, so why not join us 
at our 5 star award winning caravan park on the edge of  

north Dartmoor? 
www.appledorepark.co.uk 

 

LINDFIELD PLANTS AND EGGS  
CREDITON ROAD, SAMPFORD COURTENAY   

 

FREE RANGE CHICKEN EGGS, GOOSE EGGS 
        NEW SEASON SPRING BEDDING PLANTS - PANSY,  

VIOLA, PRIMROSE/POLYANTHUS & HEATHERS 
PLANTED POTS AND HANGING BASKETS 

VEGETABLE AND TOMATO PLANTS 
COMPOST & BAMBOO CANES  

POINT OF LAY CHICKEN FOR SALE 

From Okehampton - Left Hand Side, just after Railway Bridge 
From N.Tawton - Right Hand Side, just before Railway Bridge 

LOOK FOR THE LINDFIELD PLANT AND EGG SIGNS 

01837 880219   07806815558 

LINDFIELD PLANTS AND EGGS  
SEE OUR ADVERT ABOVE  

 

COME VISIT US AND ENTER TO WIN OUR 

 £10 MONTHLY DRAW 
 
NAME :- 
 
NUMBER :- 

 
  MAKE A PURCHASE, PUT THIS COUPON IN MONEY 

BAG FOR A CHANCE TO WIN. GOOD LUCK       
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      A Tale for our times? 
 
In late August of 1665, a woollen merchant opened a bale of wool sent from London to the small village of Eyam in  
Derbyshire.  London was experiencing an outbreak of bubonic plague, an outbreak we all learned about in our history  
lessons at school and which was ended by accident through the great fire of London in 1666.  It is believed that the wool 
bale in Eyam contained fleas which carried the plague. 
The woollen merchant in Eyam was dead within a week and other locals also died.  In October, the Eyam death rate  
exceeded in one month the number who would normally have died there in a whole year.  Through the following winter 
the normal death rate remained high enough for local families who could afford it to move away or send their children 
away to relatives.  In May 1666, there were only two deaths thought to be caused by the plague. Yet in June the death rate 
rose alarmingly and, under the direction of the local parson, William Mompesson, the villagers, realising the plague was 
amongst them, made a series of remarkable decisions.   
Because of the difficulty of burying so many dead, it was agreed that villagers would be responsible for burying the dead 
of their own family in their own land or garden.  They agreed to close the local church and hold services in the open air 
and to keep a safe distance from each other of 12 feet (about 3.6 metres) whenever possible.  Finally, and most  
remarkably, they agreed to prevent the spread of infection outside their community by observing a boundary around their 
village which they would not cross. 
These were courageous and unselfish decisions, reactions to an infection which they did not understand or have the means 
to combat.  They made their choices relying on the only medical knowledge they had: their own observations of the illness 
and how it had developed among them.   The choice to isolate themselves was grounded in their Christian belief of duty to 
their neighbour: “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.” (St. John’s Gospel, 
Chapter 15, verse 13).   
Clearly, William Mompesson and his predecessors (we’ll come to one of them later) had done their work well.  This  
community saw it as their duty to God to put the safety of their neighbours before their own. 
It cost them dearly.  Although some of them survived the plague, between June and November 1666, William Mompesson 
recorded that seventy-six families comprising three hundred and fifty people suffered from the plague.  The Diocesan  
Registry in Lichfield records two hundred and fifty-nine plague deaths.  One of them was Mompesson’s wife, Catherine.  
Not in the best of health herself, she had accompanied him in his ministrations to the sick and she is buried in the  
churchyard, the only burial there from the period of the plague.  To this day, a wreath of red flowers is placed on her  
tombstone on “Plague Sunday”, the last Sunday in August. 
Throughout the period of the plague, arrangements were made for food to be supplied from outside the village.  Payment 
was made for this either by leaving money in a stream of running water to reduce the risk of infection or by leaving coins 
in holes carved into boundary stones filled with vinegar as a disinfectant. 
There are some strange notes in this tale with resonances for us today.  We, like the Eyam villagers, are keeping our  
distance from one another to avoid the risk of passing on infection.  Whereas they withdrew within their village to keep the 
infection inside it, we withdraw within our homes to keep the infection outside.  They had no reliable medicine to counter 
the infection and we are in the same position for the present, only hoping that research will provide one in time and  
meanwhile hoping that ventilators will be available in sufficient quantities for those who may need them.  The Eyam sick 
were nursed by their own family members.  We have become aware of the risks posed by infected patients to our NHS 
nursing staff and hope the protective measures for their own safety will prove more effective than Catherine Mompesson 
found in her efforts to support her husband in Eyam. 
William Mompesson, as the Rector of the parish. is usually credited with being the moving spirit who led the Eyam  
community through this period, but that is only part of the story.  If we consider a list of the Rectors of Eyam for the  
period leading up to the plague, we should see appointed: 
 

1630   Shoreland Adams            
1644  Thomas Stanley 
1660    Shoreland Adams             
1664      William Mompesson 
 

We are looking at a period in England of political (and religious) upheaval.  In what we like to take today as the English 
spirit of tolerance and understanding in matters political and religious, the period of 1640 to 1660 might be described as a 
mid-17th century “Brexit moment”, even more prolonged than our recent experience and with even more open hostility.  
Between the king and parliament matters had reached such a disagreement that Civil War broke out over who should rule 
the country.  Civil War seems misnamed.  What could be more uncivil than setting out to kill your neighbour because his 
opinion is different from yours?  Yet members of the same family took up arms on different sides.  What could be more  
uncivil than being prepared to kill members of your own family for holding an opinion different from yours?   
At the conclusion of hostilities, the defeated king was beheaded and the country was governed by parliament without a 
monarch for a period of eleven years.  Such was the dissatisfaction with this “Commonwealth” that in 1660, the beheaded 
king’s son was invited to return and the monarchy was restored.  We have kept it ever since. 
The effect of these national events is reflected in the list of Eyam’s Rectors above.  Shoreland Adams was removed from 
his post in 1644 and replaced by Thomas Stanley, a choice of the parliamentary Puritan persuasion.  When the monarchy 
was re-established, it was the turn of Thomas Stanley to be turned out of the living and for Shoreland Adams to be  
re-established there.  An Act of Uniformity in 1661 was followed by the reinstatement of the Book of Common Prayer in 
1662.   They made it impossible for a man of staunch Puritan principles, such as Thomas Stanley, to have any chance of 
serving as he had done for his congregation for 16 years at Eyam.  Though deprived of his living, he continued to live in 
Eyam and, when the plague broke upon the village, the recently appointed (and much younger) William Mompesson 
turned to the older Thomas Stanley for help.  Though the two men approached their faith from widely differing traditions 
and backgrounds, it is thought that by sinking their differences and agreeing to confront the common enemy of the plague, 
they were able to persuade the entire population they served to make common cause with them and maintain it over a  
              (continued on page 34)  



 The Whiddon Mission Community 
North Tawton, Bondleigh, Sampford Courtenay, Honeychurch  

Chagford, Gidleigh, Throwleigh, Drewsteignton, South Tawton, Spreyton and Hittisleigh,  

TEAM VICAR: North Tawton                        Rev’d Nick Weldon  (880183)                     npweldon@gmail.com 

          The Rectory, Essington, North Tawton. EX20 2EX 

TEAM RECTOR: Chagford      Rev’d Paul Seaton-Burn (01647 432880)    

          The Rectory, Chagford, TQ13 8BW 

ASSISTANT MINISTER: North Tawton     Rev’d Rita Bullworthy (89168)              ritabullworthy@yahoo.co.uk 

CURATE: Chagford       Rev’d  Dr. Harriet Every (01647 432402)  

 
St. Peter’s North Tawton          Mr. Paul Andrews       (82648)                  Mrs. Rhona Bragg     (82343) 
St. James’ Bondleigh                                  Mr. Danny Semorad    (82319)                  Mr. Graham Stokes   (82240)                                                                                   
St. Andrew’s Sampford Courtenay             Mr. Malcolm Craig     (880118)                Mrs. Sarah Hanks      (851287) 
St. Mary’s Honeychurch                             Mr. Ray Squire           (851627)                Mr. Richard Weeks   (851269) 
    (All numbers are 01837 numbers unless otherwise stated) 

SERVICES at St. Andrew’s Church 

S a m p f o rd C o u r t e n ay 
 

1st Sunday 9.30 a.m. Morning Worship 
 

2nd Sunday     9.30 a.m.    Parish Communion  
      BCP 
3rd Sunday 6.30 p.m. (6.00 p.m. from May  
   2020)   Evensong 
4th Sunday 9.30 a.m. Parish Communion  
    BCP 

5th Sunday 9.30 a.m. Parish Communion 
     Common Worship 

SERVICES at St. Peter’s Church 

N o r t h Taw to n 
 

1st Sunday              11 a.m. Morning Worship 
 
2nd Sunday             11 a.m. Informal Communion 
                                6.30 p.m. Evensong (Apr - Oct) 
 
3rd Sunday              11 a.m. All-age Worship 
 
4th Sunday              Traditional Communion 
 
5th Sunday              Informal Communion 
 
      Provision for children at all 11 a.m. services 
     Sunday Club 1st, 2nd, 4th and 5th  Sundays 

SERVICES at St. James’ Church 
B o n d l e i g h 

 
1st Sunday 9.30 a.m. Holy Communion 

 
3rd Sunday 9.30 a.m. Holy Communion 

SERVICE at St. Mary’s Church 

H o n eyc h u rc h 
 

1st Sunday of the month at 3 p.m. 

 
Evensong and Holy Communion 

 
Lakeway United Church   

North Tawton 
  Methodist / United Reformed 

 
Circuit Minister    Rev’d. Liz Singleton (52302)  
  (Mob. 07450 676936) 
Elder & Secretary   Mrs. Rose Dadds (82130) 
Asst. Secretary         Mrs. Jean Boardman (82159)  
 

 Sunday Morning Worship at 11 a.m. 
(no 11 a.m. service on the third Sunday 
     T.A.P. at 4 p.m.) 

QUAKERS  
Ockment Centre,  

North Street, Okehampton 
EX20 1AR  

Sundays at 10.30 a.m. 

All visitors welcome 
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ORTHODOX CHURCH 
Devon Parish of Holy Prophet Elias 

For details of services contact 
Celia or Martin Olsson (82796)  

North Street Chapel 
Contacts:  Mr. C. Milton 01837 82708   Mr. R. Sampson 07835 033062 

  11 p.m. 6.30 p.m. 

1st Sunday Special service Bible Study 

2nd Sunday Prayer &  
Communion 

Tea & Talk 

3rd Sunday Ministry No service unless  
advertised otherwise 

4th Sunday Prayer &  
Communion 

DVD 

5th Sunday Prayer &  
Communion 

No service unless  
advertised otherwise 

mailto:npweldon@gmail.com
mailto:ritabullworthy@yahoo.co.uk


ANYONE WISHING TO PLACE A COMMERCIAL   

ADVERTISEMENT IN “ROUNDABOUT” IS  

INVITED TO CONTACT THE EDITORS FOR  

DETAILS OF ADVERTISING RATES. 

“Roundabout” is printed by 
Ink  Print 

3 Station Road 
Okehampton EX20 1DY 

The Benefice Choir 

Under the direction of 
 

Roger Cleverdon 
 

Available to sing at 

WEDDINGS · BAPTISMS· FUNERALS 

Roger Cleverdon         01837 810320 

  

ROUNDABOUT Page 33 

 

POLICE   

PHONE   

 

NORTH TAWTON TOWN  

Bookings: Annette 01837 880054 

Secretary: Lin  01837 880031 

 
FROM THE R
 

Funeral 
 

Monday 6th April                 Mary STEVENS (96)                   Exeter Crematorium  

 
  

 
The food bank remains open at present and is   
vital for some. Please continue to remember those 
who need help via the Food Bank box in  
St. Peter’s Church outer porch. It is accessible  
there during the day.             
      Thank you. 

 
 
     A hymn for Pentecost or Whitsunday 
 
 Come, thou Holy spirit, come, 
 And from thy celestial home 
 Shed thy light and brilliancy. 
 Father of the poor, draw near, 
 Giver of all gifts, be here, 
 Come, the soul’s true radiancy. 
 
 Come, of comforters the best, 
 Of the soul the sweetest guest, 
 Come in toil refreshingly: 
 Thou in labour rest most sweet, 
 Thou art shadow from the heat, 
 Comfort in adversity. 
 
  Translated from the Latin  
  of Stephen Langton,  
  Archbishop of Canterbury  
  (1207—1228). 



 

Angels Hair Salon 
 

Hair in the  Square ·  01837 82430 
 

Modern Unisex Hair Salon 
 

• Official Suppliers of Tigi Hair products 
•        Modern salon with the most up to date  

• Free to join Reward Scheme 

• Cosmetics for sale at below high street prices 

• Exclusive salon hire available for private  
 

Tuesdays  -  Wednesdays  -  Thursdays  -  Fridays 
9 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. 

Saturdays 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

 
11 The Square, North Tawton, EX20 2JD 
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(continued from page 31) 
 

period of six months.   
That may be a thought we can hold in mind as we contemplate 
what may prove to be a similar period for us in 2020. (apologies to 
our Vicar for this pessimism!) The people of Eyam knew the 
plague of their day was among them already, that they would be 
surrounded by loss of loved ones and that they might lose their own 
lives.  Yet they held their nerve.  Maybe we can learn from their 
example.  
And, as a further footnote, when the restored monarch of 1660 died 

and a new religious and political crisis loomed in 1688 (this time 

over whether a Roman Catholic could succeed to the throne of 
England) the crisis was resolved without any shedding of blood.  

Possibly the memory of the English Civil Wars of the 1640’s was 

still fresh enough for that way of settling civil differences to be 
avoided this time?   

We have avoided civil war since, but we have known plenty of 

civil disagreement.  Our government is based on the right to  
express disagreement freely. In the face of a threat similar to that 

faced by William Mompesson and Thomas Stanley at Eyam in 

1666, are there relevant lessons for us today in the way they sank 
their differences to meet a future which must have seemed very 

dark as they contemplated how to handle it? (That, Vicar, is my 

hope.)       Richard Edwards 

(continued from Page 13) 
 

When not working from home, I would ordinarily be 
travelling to China and Hong Kong, where I am  
involved in designing exhibitions for museums and  
visitor attractions. In fact, this is the longest period of 
time I have been ‘grounded’ for about five years!  
 
Having had daily conversations with my Chinese  
colleagues throughout the emerging (and now,  
thankfully, receding) Coronavirus crisis in China, I 
feel like I have already experienced the whole  
lockdown process, vicariously!  
 
What I am able to report, from our own experience of 
lockdown so far, is that the concept of social  
distancing seems to come very naturally to teenagers – 
we barely see ours unless a) they want food or b) we 
turn off the WiFi!  
 
Actually, this is a little unfair, as we have intentionally 
sought opportunities for family social interaction 
through watching movies together, sharing our  
once-a-day exercise outings and playing table top 
games (and we’re not talking Monopoly here, but all 
sorts of modern card games and board games that 
we’ve introduced to the family over the last couple of 
years).  
 
Aside from the obvious frustrations of not being able 
to meet up with loved ones or enjoy various  
community social events and gatherings, the biggest 
challenge I (dad) have found is that I’m unable to head 
to the coast for a surf or up onto the moor for a dog 
walk or mountain bike expedition. That said, enforced 
local exercise means more time spent purposefully 
exploring the huge network of lanes and paths around 
North Tawton (avoiding touching gates as much as 
possible!). If you’re able, during this period of  
lockdown, I challenge you to seek out some views that 
you’ve not discovered before – it is very rewarding 
and reminds you what a beautiful place we’re  
fortunate to live in.  
 
I (mum) am still working the occasional day at a local 
Primary School so I’m finding I have a little more 
time on my hands. I’m not really needed for home 
schooling – the kids are all perfectly able to motivate 
themselves and need no assistance (phew!) I am  
finding myself doing some DIY jobs that have been on 
the list for some time, plus I’m spending quite a bit of 
time in the garden. Myself and our daughter are  
enjoying more time to bake – she even made pain au 
chocolate this week – I was most impressed! 
 
As spring unfolds in all its beauty and diversity, we’re 
filled with hope and confidence, that despite the  
anxieties and frustrations of the moment, we’ll get 
through this and emerge stronger and maybe even a 
little bit more compassionate as a community.  
 
     Matt and Jo Jones  
  (with help from their family and dogs!) 
 



 
ANDREW THOMPSON CARPENTRY 

 
Fitted Cupboards, Floors, Kitchens 

All General Carpentry 
No job too small 

 
Reliable and Efficient      Free Estimates 

 
The Cottage, Bouchiers Hill, North Tawton 

Tel:  01837 82537  Mobile:  07950 373  

BARRY WARE  
Professional Painting and Decorating Service, 

Interior and Exterior 
  References Provided 
  6 Church Meadow 
Okehampton EX20 1LP 

 

Tel:  01837 659958          Mob: 07974  
Email: barrydecorators@hotmail.co.uk 
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Now is the time to get your 

chimney swept 
 

For a friendly, clean and efficient 
service call us free on 

 

0800 2982 595 
info@ellissweeps.co.uk 

 

PURE GREEN 
  

For all Estate Maintenance,  
Construction and Repair Requirements. 
Boundaries, Buildings, Equine & Animal  
Husbandry, Gardens/Hard Landscaping,  

Trees & Woodland, Machinery  
Reliable service in all rural skills. 

Ed 07956 026511 
         puregreenruralservices@hotmail.com 

mailto:barrydecorators@hotmail.co.uk
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