
oundabout 

 North Tawton, Bondleigh, Sampford Courtenay, Honeychurch - and beyond! 

  

December 2021 / January 2022 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all our readers 



                                           
 
 

 
 

 
 

Wall & Floor Tiling         Under Tile Heating 

Waterproof Tanking         Free Quotations 
 
Tel              Mob 07729  460746  

 

C. J. Steer & Sons Ltd 
Funeral Directors 

Est 1969 
 

24 hour Service  
All Facilities 

 
Homefield, Station Road, Bow 

 

Tel: 01363 82414       Mobile: 07785 540248 

  

FORE STREET GARAGE 

( Proprietor: Kevin Hodge) 
Fore Street, North Tawton 

Tel: 01837 82006 

M.O.T. TESTING STATION 
Servicing and Repairs to all makes and models 

Competitive Rates            Fully Qualified Mechanic 
GoodGarageScheme.com 

( Registered Member ) 
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NICHOLS NYMET HOUSE 

 
MANOR HOUSE BED AND BREAKFAST  

& SELF CATERING COTTAGES  
www.devonbedandbreakfast.co.uk  

email mandpgoodman@outlook.com 

Tel 01837 82626 
 

For all your accommodation requirements –  
When family and friends come to stay use us as guest rooms. 

 Peaceful location 1.5 miles from North Tawton 
WITH WONDERFUL VIEWS 

We offer three large bedrooms all with  
en-suite bathrooms including a family suite  

for up to 5.  
Full English Breakfast using finest produce. 

Rates from £45 per person per night –  
Children half price. 

 
Also we can offer Self Catering Cottages available on a 

weekly basis. 
Please see our Trip advisor reviews and Facebook pages. 

 
Weirford House 

in picturesque Sampford Courtenay 
 

Well equipped Garden Barn for self-catering  
or bed and breakfast 

 
Avril Flanagan - 01837 89132 

 
5* ratings on Google.      See our website for details 

 
www.weirfordhouse.co.uk            avril@weirfordhouse.co.uk 

http://www.devonbedandbreakfast.co.uk/
mailto:mandpgoodman@outlook.com
http://www.weirfordhouse.co.uk


From The Rectory 

 
FROM THE FAR EAST… 

 

Well, not quite. But Seaton, where I live, does seem a 
long way from North Tawton and the other three villages 
in the group of churches where I am doing my bit to help 
out during this period between Vicars. 
 
Many readers know me, and there are a few whom I have 
known for decades, so I don't feel like an outsider. But 
many will not know my name, and I have never written 
for "Roundabout" before. So very briefly: I am a retired 
Church of England priest. With my late wife we moved to 
Devon, where we already had friends, over ten years ago. 
Since being here, I have contributed my small service to 
several churches, when needed, and thoroughly enjoy 
meeting and spending time with the people who welcome 
me in. 
 
The last two years have been turbulent, to say the least, 
for us all. For some they have been sad, even tragic. For 
many they have been hugely stressful -  for individuals 
struggling to keep their job, for families unable to enjoy 
the times together which they had been used to, for 
businesses wondering whether they would survive... the 
list could go on. For our churches the initial prohibition to 
meet at all, and then the strict limitations on what we were 
permitted to do, were very, very painful. 
 
And the disappointments! Last December we were 
planning a Christmas together in families. Yes, there were 
some limitations, but we looked forward to a few days of 
together-time. In church, we managed some carol  

 
 
 

services, radically re-shaped from the traditional, but still 
a celebration of the birth of Jesus. And then the door was 
slammed, and mostly the family plans had to be scrapped 
at short notice.  
 
As you read this, we are moving into another December, 
with family plans, church plans, personal plans and hopes. 
And (as I write this in mid-November) it does seem that 
the plans might actually come to pass. All the churches 
will have their carol services. Families will come together 
and enjoy food, fellowship and gifts. Rejoice! It will be a 
great mid-winter celebration. 
 
But for many of us, it will be more than a celebration of a 
return to normality. We may have a lot of questions about 
the details of the story, but we will celebrate the simple 
fact that a baby, to be named Jesus (which means "God 
rescues"), was born, and that he grew up to be just about 
the most influential and life-changing man ever to walk 
the planet. I shall be doing my bit to help that celebration 
over the weeks. And in my heart praying that some 
people, who have maybe been hurting over these past two 
years, will find a new sense of peace and purpose.  
 
May God's rich blessings be yours this Christmas and 
New Year! 
 
Revd. John Courtie 

 

ROUNDABOUT Page 3 



ROUNDABOUT Page 4 



 
Roundabout 

 

 is published for the community on  
behalf of the four parish churches of North Tawton,  
Sampford Courtenay, Bondleigh and Honeychurch. 

 
Opinions expressed by contributors are their own and 

are not necessarily endorsed by the Church, by the 
PCC,  

by members of the four churches, or by the Editors. 
 

Contributions should be sent to 
Hilary and Richard Edwards, 

Shellsley, 
Exeter Street, 

      North Tawton, 
EX20 2BZ 

 (tel. 01837 82376) 
 

     E mail: nt.roundabout@gmail.com  
no later than13th of the month before publication  

is required (and earlier, if possible) 
 

New advertisers are always welcome. 
Advertisements can be arranged for shorter periods 

than one year or for single editions. 
 

Visit Roundabout on its own website: 
www.northtawtonroundabout.com 

(There are also links online via the websites of the  
North Tawton Town Council and the  

 Sampford Courtenay Village Council). 
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MOBILE LIBRARY 

 
WEDNESDAY  monthly 
 
December 15th  
January 26th 2022 
 

 BELSTONE CORNER    The Beeches 
 14:00 to 14:20 
 
     THURSDAY monthly 
 
 No service in December 
 January 6th 2022 

 
 BOW        Village Hall 
  14:10 to 14:30       
 
      FRIDAY  monthly 
 
        December 10th  
        January 21st 2022 
  
 NORTH TAWTON     The Square 
 09:45 to 10.45 
 

BONDLEIGH               Old School 

13:30 to 14:15 
 

SATURDAY monthly 
 

 No service in December 
 January 8th 2022 
 

NORTH TAWTON        The Square 

10:00 to 12:00       
 
Library Membership is FREE. 
Join at any age - no lower age limit  
(toddlers can join!). 
 
 

 
 

Be Still 
A short informal monthly service of themed  

prayers, reflections & readings and creating space to 
dwell in the presence of God 

 
St. Andrew’s Church,  Sampford Courtenay 

Fourth Thursdays at 10 a.m. 
 

The next date is:           
 Thursday Jan 27th 2022 

(There will be no Be Still in December) 

    

    
  
 
     Drop in anytime between 10.30 a.m. - 12 noon 
  in the Mortimer Room,  
    St. Peter’s Church 
 
      For more information contact 
   Carol Flowers 
   01837 851841 

 
December 7th 

January 11th and 25th 2022  
 

mailto:nt.roundabout@gmail.com


Muriel 
PICTURE FRAMING 

 
 Photographs ·  Paintings ·  

Certificates ·  
Conservation Standards Available 

A wide selection of mouldings  
for your personal choice 

North Tawton Tel: 01837 82626 

ROUNDABOUT Page 6 

Deborah Taylor 
Registered Childminder 

 

 
 

 

 
Churchward 

     Sampford Courtenay 
01837 82743 

 

                       TONY DAY 
 

         Heating and Plumbing 
 

 
Main and LPG Gas 

Gas Safe Registered 

 

01837 83702     07773 966201 

Reg No 191548 

Kevin 

     Osborne 
   Aerials & Satellite 
   City & Guilds NVQ 
 

0 1 3 6 3 7 7 7 1 9 0        0 7 8 4 1 6 4 4 3 9 5 
Aerial Upgrades ∙ All aspects of Installation and 

Discreet Installation ∙ Extra TV Points ∙ Existing Aerial 
Satellite Problems Resolved ∙ DAB Radio  

Free Advice ∙ Free Quotation Service ∙ Free Signal  

The Benefice Choir 

Under the direction of 
 

Roger Cleverdon 
 

Available to sing at 

WEDDINGS · BAPTISMS· FUNERALS 

Roger Cleverdon         01837 810320 

KEVIN RICE 
FULLY QUALIFIED BUILDER & DECORATOR 

With 40 years experience in and around North Tawton. 

 
All aspects of building work from small repairs to 

new builds undertaken by a local tradesman who cares 
about quality and personal service. 

Contact Kevin 

Mobile:  07749 674357       

BROADBURY LANDCARE 
 

All aspects of Garden Maintenance  

and Landscaping 
 

Andrew Barton 07532 216216 
 

Fully Qualified Fully Insured 
Free Estimates 

  

   
Older Property Building Surveys 

• Thatched or slate properties built of Cob or Stone. 

• Custom Thatched Roof Surveys. 

• Weekend "Hands on" Thatching Courses. 
 

Master Thatcher and Residential Property Surveyor 
www.thatchedhomeinspector.co.uk                
Ring Charles on  01647 231 706 or 

07771512670 
Holland Park Farm, South Tawton, 

Okehampton. EX20 2PP 

Gardening Etcetera 

Your local Gardener and Handyman 

No job too small 

Specialist in edible gardens as well as low     
 maintenance garden design and management 

 
 

Please call 07729 274698 or email 

  gardening.etcetera@gmail.com 



 
Cemetery – Remembrance Day Poppies and Christmas Wreaths 
May I please remind residents of the following item within the NT Cemetery Regulations: 
“Remembrance Day poppies and traditional Christmas wreaths may be laid, and these should be removed 
after a period of not more than two months.”  This means that if Christmas Wreaths are not removed by the 
end of February 2022, they will be removed by the Council, as they will have faded by this time.  Any  
poppies or poppy wreaths will be removed at the same time.  The Council wants to move towards having the 
Cemetery plastic free, and the Regulations will be amended to reflect this in due course.  Meanwhile, we ask 
residents to try to obtain Christmas Wreaths that do not contain plastic, thank you. 
 
NTTC Climate Working Group 
At its ordinary meeting in September, the Council agreed to form a Climate Working Group.  The former 
NTTC Nature Group has now been changed to be an outside independent group.  However, it was  
considered that a small working group is still needed to progress NTTC climate initiatives, and three  
councillors volunteered for this.  The group has held its first meeting and will be working to determine the 
carbon footprint of the Council as an initial task. 
 
‘A Winter like no other’ – contacting the NHS 
The NHS is encouraging the public to use NHS 111 online to get urgent medical advice quickly – in addition 
to existing services – ahead of what England’s top doctor says will be a ‘winter like no other’.  More people 
are predicted to suffer from ‘flu this year and hospitals are already treating an increased number of COVID-
19 patients - NHS 111 offers an alternative way to get immediate medical advice.  Dial 111 from your phone 
or go online – type 111.nhs.uk into your browser to access the online form.   
 
EMERGENCIES – don’t go via 111 but dial 999 for life-threatening medical emergencies. 
 
Community Assets – necessary repair works 
NTTC has a legal responsibility to maintain the community assets of the Town Centre Carpark, Cemetery 
and St. Peter’s Churchyard.  A structural survey was carried out in July 2021, and a number of high priority 
repairs and maintenance issues were identified.   
(Copies of the surveys are available from the Clerks upon request.) 
At its meeting on 2nd November 2021, following a tender exercise to obtain quotes for works identified by 
the survey, NTTC approved the appointment of suitably qualified contractors to carry out the works in the 
Spring of 2022 using monies held in Council reserves. 
NTTC will budget for the ongoing associated high maintenance costs of these Community Assets and the 
Memorial Park each year, to ensure provision for future identified maintenance in accordance with an  
inspection regime and risk assessment. 
 
Tree Survey and Tree Works 
If you get your “Roundabout” in time – tree works will take place in the Memorial Park over the weekend of 
27-28 November.  An up-to-date survey has recently been undertaken for all trees for which the Council is 
responsible, and it is likely that further works will be necessary at various locations during 2022 – we’ll keep 
you informed. 
 
Snow Wardens and Grit Bins 
We will assume that all existing Snow Wardens will continue to volunteer unless we hear otherwise, and we do 
thank you for all your help.  If any of you, or indeed any resident, sees that salt is needed in any of the grit bins 
please contact the Town Council – thank you. 
 
Christmas Waste and Recycling Collections 
We’ll put the details on our website and on our town centre noticeboard. 
 

The Members and Employees of NTTC wish all residents and visitors  
a very Happy Christmas and a Peaceful New Year.   

               Sarah Say 
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NORTH TAWTON TOWN COUNCIL 
NORTH TAWTON TOWN COUNCIL 

Town Clerk:  Mrs Sarah Say 
RFO/Assistant Town Clerk: Mrs Melanie Bickell 

14A The Square 
North Tawton  

EX20 2EP 

Tel: 01837 880121           E mail: townclerk@northtawtontowncouncil.gov.uk 
Website: northtawtontowncouncil.gov.uk 

 
Email:
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For experienced, 
local advice you can trust 
T. 01837 52379 
www.peterslaw.co.uk 

1 West Street, Okehampton  

 

 

WINDOWS-DOORS-CONSERVATORIES-JOINERY 

(Covering the whole of Devon) 

HIGH QUALITY PRODUCTS BACKED UP BY OVER 25 YEARS 

EXPERIENCE HELPING CUSTOMERS TO IMPROVE THEIR 

HOMES 

Why not give them a call to see what they can do for you 

and your property........ 

01837 54019 or enquiries@okehamptonglass.com 

www.okehamptonglass.com 

 

 



Sampford Courtenay Flower Club 
  2.30 p.m. 

Sampford Courtenay Village Hall 
 

13th December Christmas Celebration 
 

10th January 2022 Club Lunch at Tom Cobley 
 

For more information contact the Chairman,  
Nancy Passmore on 01837 54849 

 
North Tawton Afternoon W.I. 

 
Ramblings of a North Tawton W.I. Member 
 
And the award for ‘Inspirational Speaker Who Talked About Recycling, Decluttering and a Journey to Zero 
Waste’ (sorry – bit of a clunky title) – goes to Louise Thurlbeck. Yes, you Louise. It was brilliant. Simply  
brilliant. We are still talking about it. I am now the proud owner of a tea strainery thingy that sits perfectly in a 
mug alongside my tea caddy of loose-leaf tea. I am saving my ‘stretchy’ plastic and biscuit wrappers (of course 
I only buy one or two packets of biscuits a year) in preparation for a trip to the Co-Op in Okie. And – I am 
looking in to ‘soap nuts’ and ‘eco eggs’ Are you impressed? Husband thinks we’re going to save loadsa  
money. I haven’t told him (yet) that his underwear drawer is soon to be decluttered. I’m saving that for a day 
when he’s really busy. I don’t think he would share my eagerness in scattering the contents over the carpet and 
sorting items into a pile to keep and a pile to go. No. He needs to be heavily occupied with his impact driver/
post knocker/rotavator on that particular day. 
Back to Louise. Her journey to zero waste took her through every room in the house looking at how she could 
do things differently thereby reducing waste – with an emphasis on avoiding plastic. Starting in the kitchen – 
she uses Pyrex containers with lids for freezing and reheating food. The family will also take a container to buy 
their takeaway food thus avoiding the need to bring home polystyrene/plastic boxes. Want to cut down on the 
amount of kitchen roll you use? Louise puts hers at the back of a cupboard so it’s difficult to get at – and uses a 
washable cloth instead. She now buys ONE kitchen roll a year. She lines her cake tins with re-usable liner – 
wipe it clean after baking and, like Louise’s, it could last you five years. Use inner packets from cereal boxes 
to freeze food rather than buying freezer bags. Moving into the bathroom – Louise uses shampoo bars, ‘naked 
soap’ and natural or crystal deodorants. Cleaning products consist of white vinegar, lemon juice or bicarbonate 
of soda. All simple swops that are reducing plastic and waste.  
Couldn’t not mention Christmas as even the festive celebration hasn’t escaped Louise’s journey to zero waste. 
For Louise it’s all about home made edibles and drinks, wrapped in brown paper, tissue paper or a pretty scarf 
that can then be used by the recipient. A quick look at decluttering – using the contents of President Jan’s sock 
drawer for demonstration purposes – brought our inspirational session to a close. Want to know more? Get a 
copy of ‘Spark Joy’ by Marie Kondo – An Illustrated Master Class on the Art of Organizing and Tidying Up. 
Not sure if it covers sheds full of ‘that’ll come in ‘andy’ stuff.  
Apparently our W.I. Christmas party is looming. It only feels like a couple of months since the last one. I think 
someone nicked August and September when I wasn’t looking. Time to dig out my compilation of mince pie 
recipes. I have 32. You may well ask if 32 different recipes are really necessary and I would look at you in a 
scornful and disdainful way and say ‘yes they are’. I would then put the oven on and bake another dozen just to 
make a point. Husband would then sigh and tell me that he’ll help me out by eating a few every day as he  
cannot bear to see me looking scornful and disdainful. (I don’t think he knows what ‘disdainful’ means but 
that’s irrelevant). 
And finally. A quick thank you. To our fabulous W.I. You’re the best. Happy Christmas to you all. May your 
fairy lights survive Christmas without so much as a flicker. 
Oh – and one more quick thank you. To husband. For being a never-ending source of material for my W.I. 
Ramblings. Have another mince pie.                                                                Sue Knott 

ROUNDABOUT Page 9 

 

Do you like the sound of what we do? 
North Tawton W.I. meets on the first Wednesday of the month at North Tawton Rugby Club at 
2 p.m. 
Visitors are always welcome. 
For more information  
contact our President, Jan Gray on 01837 880418  

Body Shop Party  
 

on Wednesday 24th November.  
The Guides are having a Body Shop Party in the 

Mortimer Room in the Church from 7pm. 
 

Everyone welcome, come along and pick up some Christmas 
gifts , usually with some good discounts ! 
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M C Poole Contractors 
Digger hire with driver 

Most work undertaken.    No job too small. 
Tel: 01837 83130        Mobile: 07970 653827 

 

 

ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
 

 Quality Work By Fully Qualified Tradesman 
All Electrical Work Undertaken 

Domestic, Industrial, Commercial &  
Agricultural Installations 

Fully Compliant to Part P Building Regulations 
All Work carried out to  

18th  Edition Wiring Regulations 
Over 30 Years experience in electrical  

contracting 
 

24 HOUR EMERGENCY CALL OUT 
 

Tel. 01363 881002 Mob. 07710 673270 
 

www.tuxelectrical.co.uk 

 
 
 
 
 

Dedicated teams of farm and companion animal vets. 
North Tawton        01837 82327 

  Okehampton          01837 658777 
  Hatherleigh          01837 810455 

www.northparkvets.co.uk 
      Farm: Emergency, routine, herd health, small holders. 

Pets: Vaccinations, neutering, nurse clinics, x-ray and operation 
facilities in all surgeries. 

Tel: 01837 82271           W J Morris & Sons 
                         

 ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS & CON-
TRACTORS      Established 1953 

 
                     Timber Yard, Sampford Courtenay 

                                    Okehampton EX20 2TB 
 
FARM, DOMESTIC & INDUSTRIAL INSTALLATIONS,  
EMERGENCY LIGHTING, FIRE & SECURITY ALARMS  
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DEN BROOK COMMUNITY FUND 

 
Grant Applications for Capital projects are invited 

from charities, social clubs and not-for-profit  
organisations who are based within the parishes of 

Bow, North Tawton South Tawton, Spreyton  
and Zeal Monachorum. 

 
The deadline for the current round is 31st Jan 2022. 

 
Forms can be obtained  by e-mail to  
denbrookcommunityfund@gmail.com  
 
or from 14a The High Street, North Tawton, Devon      
    EX20 2EP 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NORTH TAWTON  
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION  
100 YEAR ANNIVERSARY 

 
Monday 21st February 2022 will be 

the 100year anniversary of our branch 
of the Royal British Legion . 
We invite all North Tawton  

residents who will be seventy or over 
to come to the Town Hall at 3.30 p.m. 

to help us celebrate.  
Tickets will be available for collection 
from Jen's Cafe (in the square) from 
the end of December until the end of 

January.  

 
Christmas Post Delivery 
 
 

The Guides will be running their 
Christmas Post delivery service again 
this year. The post box will be in the chemist 
in North Tawton from 1st December until 
23rd December. 
We will be delivering to North Tawton, 
Sampford Courtenay and Bondleigh. The 
boundaries are Sampford Station, Sampford 
Chapel, Ashridge, De Bathe Moor, Cadditon 
Cross, council houses in Bondleigh.  
Can you please write the name and address 
on the envelope clearly. Thank you. 
Charge 25p per card. 

Christmas Memorial Service 
  
We would like to invite anyone who has lost a loved one to join us for a Christmas Memorial 
Service on Sunday 12th December at 3 p.m. at Charter Hall, Okehampton. It will be led by two 
wonderful celebrants Grace Jevons and Sally Berryman and we will light a candle in memory 
of your loved one, place memorial messages upon the tree and read out the names of those 
we are remembering. Okehampton Community Transport can help you with travelling to and 
from the service. There will be refreshments afterwards so please call us on 01837 52847 or 
email okefunerals@psw.coop for more information or if you would like to attend so we have 
     numbers for catering. All are welcome. 

mailto:denbrookcommunityfund@gmail.com
mailto:okefunerals@psw.coop
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Saturday 11th December 
2 – 5 p.m. 

Sampford Courtenay Village Hall 
 

Come and enjoy our  
Winter Wonderland and visit  

Father Christmas  
 

THERE MAY BE A FEW PLACES 
LEFT IF YOU HAVE NOT ALREADY 

BOOKED! 
 

01837 82285 or SCPCClerk@aol.com 
Tickets £5 per child (accompanied adults 

free!) 
(all profits to Village Hall ROOF-US fund) 

 

 

News from Sampford Courtenay 
 

Bulbs in memory of Tim Edwards were planted in the 
Village Green on Saturday 16th October. 
A pumpkin trail was laid out through the village for 
the evening of Saturday 30th October.   
An illustrated talk was given in the village hall, to a 
sell-out audience on Monday 18th October, showing 
the successful rescue of 13 boys and their football 
coach from caves in Thailand.  £900 was raised for 
the village hall roof. 
A memorial service for John Horn of Trecott was 
held at St. Andrew’s church, and afterwards at North  
Tawton Rugby Club, on Friday 22nd October.  John 
died on 11th June 2020 but his memorial service was 
delayed because of Covid restrictions.  A collection 
was taken and £660 raised which will be shared  
between Cancer Research and the Injured Jockeys 
Fund. 
Charlie and Ralph Goundry held their annual conker 
competition in the garden of the New Inn and the  
winner was John Palmer. 
Filled shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child, the 
world’s largest Children’s project, were dedicated at a 
service at St. Andrew’s on Sunday 7th November, by 
Wes Cutler.  Many thanks to those who so generously 
filled their shoeboxes.  The boxes destinations will be 
known in due course. 
      Nicky Craig  
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ROUNDABOUT DEADLINE:  
Community News, Articles, and Events are published (free of charge) in any edition, but must  be 
received by the Editors no later than the 13th of the month before publication. 

  
 
  
 
 

The Pet Care Guardian 
  We care, watch over & protect 

 

PROFESSIONAL ANIMAL CARE 

 

 If you’re out for the day, long day 
 at work, away for a while or 

convalescing, then let 
The Pet Care Guardian 
take care of your pets 

Dog Walking - Pet Sitting 
 

www.thepetcareguardian.co.uk 
Contact Rebecca Britz 

07729 172508 
rebeccadotb@hotmail.com 



ROUNDABOUT Page 15 

 
 
 
 
 

 
North Tawton Repair Café plans to hold an event on the second Saturday of each month, so 
please start hunting out your broken items for us to fix! We have repairers available to  
undertake sewing repairs, as well as electrical and mechanical repairs, including IT.  
     11th December – 10am to 12.30  
     12th February 2022 – 10am to 12.30 
There will be no event in January. 
At the Community Centre, Barton Street, North Tawton, EX20 2HN 
For more information go to https://fb.me/NTRepairCafe  

 
North Tawton Christmas Market – 4th December 

 
This year’s Christmas market comes with a twist! Spread across two venues, with 

Christmas cheer throughout the square there will be something for everyone.  
The market runs from 10 a.m. until 1 p.m., with cheese, beef, pottery, kids clothes, 
venison, art and craft, honey, seasonal vegetables and woodwork at the Community 
Centre on Barton Street. At the same time the Bowls Club on North Street will host 

art and craft, beer and wine, sweets and French produce as well as eco refills. As 
you walk between the two there will be more on offer in the square and high street 

from the ice-cream parlour, café, Pistachio Tree and gallery, as well as music to 
serenade you. 

Come and get stocked up for Christmas and spread some cheer with your friends 
and neighbours! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
North Tawton Events Group will be  
organising an arts trail and competition 
for local children starting in January.  
 
Keep an eye out for entry forms which 
should be available in the Post Office 
and the Gallery. Look out on social  
media for more.  

 
Good news!  

 
Crippsey’s Brass will 

be back in  
 the Square,  

on Christmas Day 
10.00a.m.  

under the leadership of  
Arthur Arscott. 

Looking forward to seeing you all 
once again! 

with your generous donations for 
Devon Air Ambulance Trust. 

https://fb.me/NTRepairCafe
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 
A few dates for your diary: 
 
Yoga classes – weekly on a Wednesday, 6–7 p.m. 
Tap dance – weekly on a Thursday, 2–3 p.m. 
Table tennis – weekly, ring 01837 851659 for details 
Flower Club – 2nd Monday of month, 2.30 p.m. 
 
1 December – Willow weaving, am or pm sessions 
1 December – Village Hall AGM, 7.30 p.m. 
5 December – Games afternoon, 3–5 p.m. 
11 December – Christmas Cheer, 2–5 p.m. 
15 January – Come, buy and chat, 10.30–11.30 a.m. 
21 January – Curry night, 7 p.m. 
February, dates tbc – Film night  

   Talk by Paul Crisp 
24 June 2022 – Summer Ball 
 
 
Please visit the parish website 
www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk for full details of 
the events nearer the time. 

Games afternoon 
Sampford Courtenay Village Hall 

Sunday, 5 December 
3–5 p.m. 

Join us for an afternoon of various games – cards, 
board games etc. 

Games will be available, but you are most  
welcome to bring your own 

Refreshments  
Entry £2 

Please see sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk for more 
details 

 

 

 

Sampford Courtenay Advent Window Trail! 

Following the success of several Scarecrow Trails,  
Pumpkin Trail, and last year’s  
ADVENT WINDOW TRAIL throughout  
December – we’re doing it again! 
So, 
If you have a window or garden visible from the road 
and would like to put up an Advent Window Display 
please let Marion know. 
Contact Marion on 01837 82285 or 
SCPCClerk@aol.com to be allocated a number from 1 
– 24 corresponding with the days of  
December. 
Reveal your window/display from the date you have 
been allocated. 
We’ll endeavour to create a Trail Map so that you can 
walk around the village and check them all out with 
your family. 
 
FRIDAY 24th DECEMBER – window will be on the 
Plant Stall in the Square – where we will again be  
serving Mince Pies and hot drinks and wishing  
parishioners a MERRY CHRISTMAS. 
 
KEEP AN EYE ON THE NOTICEBOARDS, FACE 
BOOK & WEBSITE FOR UPDATES. 

Sampford Courtenay 

 

Carol Singing at The Beeches at 
6.30pm 

and afterwards in The Square 
22nd December.  
All welcome. 

 
Sampford Courtenay 

 
The bellringers will be ringing out 
 the old year with a muffled peal at 

11.45pm on New Year’s Eve followed  
by an open peel, welcoming in the  

new year  as the clock strikes midnight. 

http://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/
mailto:SCPCClerk@aol.com
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Robinson Plant Ltd 
www.robinsonplant.co.uk 

 

A family firm with over 30 years  
experience 

 

All aspects of earthworks, ground works 
and hard landscaping including: 

 

Site Excavation 
Concreting and Driveways 

Stone Walling 
Paving and Patios 

Brickwork and Block work 
Foundations and Ground works  

Land Drainage and Ponds  
 

Office: 01837 89065 
Mobile: 07909 998945 

 Email: alec@robinsonplant.co.uk  

 

http://www.robinsonplant.co.uk


 
 News  from Sampford Courtenay Parish Council 

 
Full minutes can be viewed on our website  www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk  where any useful links are live. 
Plus check out our new FACEBOOK Page. Like and Share to help us spread S.C.P.C. news. 
 
SEAMOOR LOTTO – Sampford Courtenay Parish Council has registered as one of the charities which will  
benefit from the new Lotto run by W.D.B.C..  If you have not bought your ticket yet, please sign up at  

https://www.seamoorlotto.co.uk/support/sampford-courtenay-parish-council  
 

1. SCPC –on Tues 5th Oct held their meeting in the Village Hall with 6 Councillors attending in person 

and 1 via Zoom and 2 members of the public. 

2. Dog Fouling and Dogs-on-leads - after further incidents of dogs fouling the roads and footpaths 

around the parish, and incidents of dogs being allowed off the lead – Parishioners were reminded 

to check the West Devon rules on their website  https://www.westdevon.gov.uk/article/4117/Dog-

Fouling 

3. Defibrillator – Listed Building Consent has now been approved by WDBC and SCPC are in the 

process of adopting the Telephone Kiosk in the square in which to fit the Defibrillator. 

4. Snow Plan and Resillience Plan – have been up-dated and can be downloaded from the  

 Website. https://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/sampford-courtenay-resilience-plan  

 

5. Plant Stall - will be removed from the Square and taken into storage for the winter and  

 re-launched in the spring. 

 6. Broadband/Mobile Coverage Survey – a Working Party was set up under the Chairmanship of 

Cllr. M Morrissey. A group of volunteers will soon be visiting each property in the parish to  

 discuss the current Broadband options. 

7. Public Toilets – because of Health & Safety reasons, the Ladies Toilets have been closed until 

the roof can be refurbished and made safe. Until then, the Gents Toilets will become a Unisex 

facility. 

8. Christmas Greetings – Sampford Courtenay Parish Council wishes all parishioners and readers 

of Roundabout a Happy and Peaceful Christmas Season. 

 
GET SCPC & PARISH NEWS DIRECT TO YOUR INBOX - the best way to keep up to date is to sign up for emails 
   via Julie and the Website 

Please contact SCPC Clerk – Marion Pratt at SCPCClerk@aol.com or on 01837 82285 if you would like 

to raise any issues.  Even better, come along to a meeting.  

 Next meetings    7th Dec 2021, 4th January 2022 
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1st – 24th – Advent Window Trail. 
1st – Willow Workshop 
4th – St Andrew’s Christmas Bazaar 2pm – 4pm 
5th – Christingle Service 9.30 am 
5th – Games Afternoon 3pm – 6pm 
6/11th - Christmas Cheer & Santa’s Grotto 
8th – Carols at the New Inn – 6.30 pm 
19th – Candlelit Service – 6.30 pm 
 

 
2nd – Games Afternoon 
15th – Come, Buy and Chat. 
  
  
NEXT YEAR 
  
24th June 22 – Summer Ball. 
  

Sampford Courtenay Community Calendar  2021 /2022 
All Events subject to  Covid Guidelines at time of Event 

http://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=sampford%20courtenay%20parish%20council
https://www.seamoorlotto.co.uk/support/sampford-courtenay-parish-council
https://www.westdevon.gov.uk/article/4117/Dog-Foulingru
https://www.westdevon.gov.uk/article/4117/Dog-Foulingru
https://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/sampford-courtenay-resilience-plan
mailto:SCPCClerk@aol.com


 
 
NORTH TAWTON 
 RUGBY 
FOOTBALL CLUB 
 The Clubhouse is  

available to HIRE for  

PRIVATE FUNCTIONS

Competitive Rates 

Ample Parking 

Now with free wifi  

 

  ALL EVENTS CATERED FOR 
 

 Call  
 SARAH on     7     

 
Taw Va l l ey Dental Care 

 
56 Fore Street 
North Tawton 

EX20 2DT 
 

Telephone: 01837 880096 
 

Oral Health Accessible to All 
 

WHITEGATES JOINERY 

BESPOKE JOINERY SPECIALISTS 

KITCHENS, STAIRS, DOORS, SLIDING SASH WINDOWS, 

CONSERVATION WORK 
FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE CALL ROGER 

01837 851720 / 07887731197 

EMAIL whitegates05@yahoo.com 
                                 Practical Wood Working Lessons Available 
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Sampford Courtenay Parish Website: 
http://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/ 
 

The website is managed by Julie Carpenter 
who can be contacted on  

juliec2911@hotmail.co.uk 
or  

admin@sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk 
or by phone: 

      07866 605184 
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READING GROUP 
 

Normally meets on the last Tuesday  
of the MONTHLY  

7.30 p.m. AT THE NEW INN 
for further information or to join 
CONTACT ISHBEL ASKEW 

0183782280 
     ishgordon@live.co.uk 

Little Seedlings                 
Playgroup 

North Tawton Primary  
School Hall 

Every Tuesday during  
term-time 
9am – 11am 

For babies & toddlers 0 – 4 yrs 
Admission £2 per family  

payable at the door 

Bondleigh Rainfall 
 

October has been a month of extremes. The rain at 
the end of September continued into October giving 
just over 40mm. in first five days. Then ten days dry 
giving some beautiful autumn days. From the 18th to 
the end of the month there was rain on most days, 
some very heavy.  
Total rainfall was 144.6mm. This compares almost 
exactly with last year when the total was 147.2mm  
     Danny Semorad 
 

 

St. Andrew’s Sampford Courtenay 

 

Patronal Festival 
Sunday 28th November 

11a.m. 
Bishop Nick McKinnel 

This will be the only service in the Benefice 

Cheese and Wine 

 
 
Christmas Coffee Morning at St James' Church - Saturday, 11th December at 10 a.m. 
 
Come along to our beautifully decorated Church and catch up with friends and neighbours whilst 
enjoying a coffee and mince pie. 
 
Hazel and Sonia will be selling a variety of Christmas floral decorations for your table, door etc., 
there will also be cake and bric-a-brac stalls offering a variety of delightful goodies to tempt you 
and Lin will be running her Christmas draw, with lots of prizes to be won!! 
 
 
St James' Christmas Carol Service - Sunday, 19th December at 4.30 p.m. 
 
This delightful service will be led by Rev’d John Courtie and followed by tea and mince pies. 

 
 
Late Night Communion Service - Christmas Eve at 10. p.m. 

 
Rev’d. Tim Newcombe will lead this service which will be the only late night service in the benefice. 

 The Guides Christmas Coffee Morning  
 

11th December   
North Tawton Town Hall  

from 10.00 - 11.30am.  
Various stalls including homemade cakes,  
a draw, hamper, tombola ,Christmas stall . 

Proceeds for Guide funds. 

http://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/
mailto:ishgordon@live.co.uk
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THANK YOU 

 
 Our Charity Tea Dance held on the 3rd October this year in aid of the North Tawton British Legion and in memory of 
my father Alf Bolt, raised £361 in total. 
 
Thank you to these lovely companies who gave us prizes for our raffle. They deserve praise indeed when everyone is 
suffering economically in these strange times.: 
 
Torquay Museum       Castle Drogo  
Angels Salon        TBM Belt maker - Exeter 
Frocks in Swing Time - Exeter     Ernest Jackson Crediton  
Adams of Crediton       Occasions Okehampton  
Barzotelli Gelato      Taw Valley Creamery N T 
Donkey Sanctuary Sidmouth    Dartmoor Lodge, Ashburton  
Just one look        British Legion North Tawton Branch  
North Tawton Post Office     Waie Inn, Zeal Monachorum  
RHS Rosemoor - Torrington 
 
Also a thank you to Jen's Kitchen for supplying the Scones and to the British Legion ladies for the expert tea making.  
A cheque was handed to Monica for the North Tawton British Legion on Sunday 14th November .  
 
Jane & Derek,  South West Lindy Hoppers.  www.swlindyhoppers.org.uk 

      From the Parish Records 
 
Not many folk climb up into the organ gallery at St. Peter’s Church in North Tawton and perhaps even those who do 
pay no attention to the wooden panel on its northern wall which tells of an ancient act of charity:  
 
“1826. William Clapp of the city of Exeter gentleman by his will dated 27th December 1821 gave to John Blackall Doctor of 
Physic and Pitman Jones Solicitor the capital stock of 200£ 3% Consolidated Bank Annuities upon Trust for ever yearly on 
1st Sunday after Christmas Day to apply the net dividend thereof in purchase of Bread or Fuel or both and to distribute the 
same amongst such of the poor parishioners of the several parishes of St. Petroc, North Tawton and Monkokehampton (in 
the proportion of one third to each parish) as the respective vicars curates or other officiating ministers for the time being of 
the same three parishes should think the fittest and most deserving of charity.” 
 
Today, we live in a welfare state which in theory offers support to the poorest of its citizens. It is sobering to think that 
in 1826 there were citizens so wretchedly placed that their pride would not have stood in the way of accepting this rare 
seasonal help. 
 
The words “in theory” are a reminder that in our day of the twenty-first century there are those for whom need remains 
despite the provisions of our welfare state.  Many thanks to those who have continued to offer support through the 
Food Bank operating in Okehampton during the past year.  The  box  in the porch of St. Peter’s in North Tawton  
remains in place for contributions and Christmas is a good time to think of others as William Clapp did in the past.  
We don’t have to wait until we make a will.  The food box is there. (see page 32) 
 
William must have had associations with the three parishes mentioned and been a successful “gentleman” to have 

willed such a sum.  £200 was worth a great deal more in 1826 than now.  It would be interesting to know for how long 
his executors were able to continue following his wishes and what happened for the bequest to end. The Vicar at St. 

Peter’s (before he moved to Oxfordshire) assured me he was no longer obliged to pick out the “fittest and most  

deserving of charity” on the Sunday after Christmas day.  He and we can be grateful he was spared that task. 

   Church Services in the Benefice during December and January  
 
    Please see page 3 for December and Christmas services. 
 
  There will be no morning services in December on the days when Carol Services are held.  
In both December and January, every effort is being made to keep service times as normal (see page 31) but, if in 
  doubt, please check with your local Church Warden. 
 
  There will be NO SERVICES anywhere in the Benefice on Sunday, 26th December. 
 
On Sunday, 2nd January, there will be ONLY ONE SERVICE for the whole Benefice—a Communion service at 
  Sampford Courtenay at 9.30 a.m.. 
 
  (As “Roundabout” goes to press, fuller details about January services are not yet available.) 
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Exbourne, Sampford Courtenay & Jacobstowe W.I. 
 
The latest meeting was held in Exbourne village hall on  
Thursday November 4th.   The speakers were Titch and  
Debbie Scott who gave a talk entitled 'A Lighthearted look 
at Dartmoor'.  They showed slides of interest of Dartmoor, 
which included places where Tich takes people on trips in 
his 6 seater Land Rover.   The very interesting slides  
covered pictures of churches, bridges, stone circles and of 
course, the Dartmoor ponies.   They were thanked by Sally 
Kenealy. 
 
The correspondence included Beauty and Pampering Days 
at Exeter College and a Bird Watching Trip on the River 
Exe.    The Coffee Morning in Hatherleigh had not been a 
great success, as most of the time there were more members 
in the hall than members of the public.   It was decided to  
perhaps arrange a Jumble Sale next year.   The visit to John 
Lewis in Exeter had been a great success with five  
members enjoying the evening out.    
Arrangements were made for the December meeting, which 
will start at 12 noon and include a Bring and Share Lunch, 
games and Carol singing. 
The next walk is to be at Meeth on November 26th with, 
we hope, good weather as the October walk was cancelled  
because of the conditions. 
 
The winner of Flower of the Month was Margaret Rook 
and the winner of the competition for a Souvenir of the 
Westcountry was Vera Collins.  
        
      Margaret Weeks 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Spectacular Santa run returns to RHS Rosemoor 

 
Children’s Hospice South West’s spectacular Santas on the Run Goes Freestyle will be returning to RHS  

Garden Rosemoor, near Great Torrington, on Sunday, December 5th. 
The festive, fun 2k course is suitable for all ages and abilities and there will be plenty of festive treats and  
surprises to enjoy along the way. 

“It’s the perfect way to get everyone in the mood for Christmas and raise a few pounds for your local  
children’s hospice,” said CHSW fundraiser Emma Perry. 
Tickets are £10 per adult, £5 per child (under twos are free). Visit www.chsw.org.uk/santas   

Join the Santas on the Run Goes Freestyle Facebook group: www.facebook.com/groups/santasontherun     
  

Photograph: Tim Lamerton 

http://www.chsw.org.uk/santas
http://www.facebook.com/groups/santasontherun


SM Plumbing & Heating 
Stuart  

 
Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

 

Contact me on 
07738 759606  or  01837 880067 

 
No.519960         stuartmoffat2@h otmail.com 

4, Park Houses, North Tawton 
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Jenny Rock 

 Rock Solid Book-Keeping Solutions                    
Creating Order from Chaos! 

 

Friendly, helpful advice for small businesses 
Part-time, one-off and temporary contracts 

 

CIMA Diploma Management Accounting 
AAT Level 4, IABK Part II  

20+ years experience 

 

Winkleigh, Devon 
M: 07743 683756 

Email:  rocksolidbookkeeping18@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
A friendly, family run company aiming to provide a range 
of high quality arboricultural services to our Customers’ 
trees. 
 
 

Services include: 

Tree removals/ dismantles 
Tree pruning, reductions, thinning, shaping and dead wood  
removal 
Hedge trimming 
Stump grinding 
Tree planting 

 

All work is insured to £5 million, complies with  
relevant British standards and is carried out by  
appropriately trained and equipped professional  
arborists  
CALL NOW for friendly, professional advice and to  
arrange a FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE  
TEL: 07398268877 
EMAIL: adamofedentrees@gmail.com 
Check us out on Facebook and Instagram: 
@adamofedentrees 

  PUBLIC NOTICE 

There  was a knock on the door. “Come in!” called the Doctor. 
His receptionist opened the door and ushered an elderly gentleman 
into the consulting room . 
“Good afternoon. Do sit down.” said the G.P.. “Why have you 
come to see me?” 
“Well, Doctor, I’m feeling very worried.” 
“Many of my patients are when they come to see me.  But tell me 
all about it.  What seems to be the trouble?” 
“I’m feeling worried, more and more worried as I get older.” 
“That happens to some of us as we get on.” said the G.P., “and 
what is happening to make you feel so stressed?” 
“It’s very unusual.  I’m afraid as I get older I find that I can finish  
crosswords puzzles very quickly.” 
“I see,” said the Doctor thoughtfully. “Is that for any particular 
type of crossword? Cryptic? General knowledge? Quick  
crosswords?” 
“No,” replied his patient. “It doesn’t matter what kind of  
crossword it is.  I can finish them all very quickly.  It is most  
disturbing.” 
“Yes, I can see it is very distressing for you” said the Doctor. 
“It is.  It is getting me down.” said his patient anxiously. 
“Well,” said the Doctor, “my advice is try not to get two down.” 

mailto:stuartmoffat2@hotmail.com
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     Autumn at North Tawton Primary School  
 
This is my favourite school term because although the days are getting colder, shorter and wetter, we have many 
exciting and important events in the school calendar.  
 
The children at North Tawton have been an absolute credit to our community with their thoughtful discussions 
about Remembrance. They have written powerful poetry, imaginative diary entries as soldiers and produced  
stunning artwork. I was impressed with the respect our children showed on Armistice Day when we stood together 
outside and observed the silence at 11 a.m..  
 
Earlier in November the older children learnt about Guy Fawkes and discussed democracy and treason, while the 
younger ones enjoyed making exciting firework art with paint and their fingers!  
 
Autumn brings the Hindu festival of light; Diwali. A group of children from Chestnut Class helped me tell the story 
of Rama and Sita in assembly and Ash Class found out more about the story and its significance in the common 
theme of good versus evil and questioned the gender stereotypes in this and other traditional stories across our  
cultures. Nursery and Reception children designed mehndi patterns and made diva pots, and ate samosas, pakoras 
and bhajis in their Diwali celebration. 
 
Later this term we will be learning about the Jewish festival of Hanukah, and of course we will enjoy the exciting 
build up to Christmas! I’m looking forward to the carols, nativity, decorations, and festivities. Do look at our  
newsletters and class blogs on the school website to see how much fun we are going to have!  
 
Our Friends of North Tawton group has new leaders who are working hard with the group to honour North Tawton 
traditions including the wreath decoration competition and the printing of personal Christmas cards, and also plan 
new and exciting events for the future.  
 
The North Tawton Virtual Christmas Market is accessible on Facebook. Please do have a look, this not only raises 
money for the school but also promotes and supports local businesses.  
 

The Early Years external building project is coming on very well. I remain hopeful that this will be completed along 
with the Year 1 and 2 toilet refurbishment by the end of the Christmas holiday. I am looking forward to sharing the 
completed project with you in the new year.  
 
I wish all of the North Tawton community, friends and families a very Merry Christmas and l look forward to  
coming together in person for lots of celebrations and events in 2022. 
 

Tara Penny 
Principal of North Tawton Community Primary School and Nursery 
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Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday   

8.30 a.m. - 5.00 p.m. 
        Wednesday  8.30 a.m. -  1.00 p.m. 
         Saturday     8.30 a.m. - 12.30 p.m. 
       Sunday  Closed 
 

Full range of Post Office services including 
 

Car Tax 
Banking Services for all major banks 

Post your packets and parcels 
Household and DIY, Cards, Stationery, Confectionery,  

Seasonal Clothing and Wild Bird Food 
 

We thank you for your continued support 
 

North Tawton Post Office 
(1837) 82241 

 
 

Help us stay at the heart of the community of North 
Tawton and surrounding area 
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ACE Archaeology Club. 
 
 We did dig this year! Although with temperatures now heading down towards the minus mark, our two weeks in the sun 
seems like a long time ago. Despite being a smaller than usual group we managed to get a surprising amount done. The  
director was pleased, and that isn’t easy!!  Nor did we lose any days to the rain. The Health and Safety person did have to 
exert her authority on one occasion because it was so hot. Had to call a water and shade break on the last day when we were 
trying to get everything put away and covered up. Packing up is hard to do. Tents need taking down and the trench needs to 
be covered to discourage weeds and try to prevent damage from deer and other animals over the winter. Now we have finds 
to sort and all the drawings and photos to sort and the director must write the Interim.  
We had fewer finds than usual this year but did find interesting walls.  
 
That is an interesting wall (right) You will have to take my word for it.  
It has a lot of plaster facing it and it is good to find that still in place. 

 
 
 
 
We also had a mystery object. (left) 
 
This was removed with a lot of soil around it to keep it from breaking up. Later excavation of the soil 
and metal suggests some sort of mudguard or similar, perhaps from an old tractor. Some digs get chariot 
burials, we get old tractors. 
We also managed an AGM at the beginning of November. Last year we didn’t even try but this year a 
few of us met in person, socially distanced, and we Zoomed the meeting to others. It went very well. We 
now have a new Secretary which is great as the last one had done the job for 15 years and needed time to 

research pottery instead. We planned our work for the year and set dig dates. All this information will be on our website as 
soon as we can get it there. As an example, we have the Dartmoor National Park archaeologist Andy Crabb as our  
Archaeology Adviser now, and we hope to be doing some interesting work on Dartmoor under his guidance and working 
with other groups on the moor. We are excited with this new direction. 
If you are interested in joining us, check out the website for contact details. 
Erica Williamson 
ACE Archaeology Club  

https://acearchaeologyclub.wordpress.com/ 

https://acearchaeologyclub.wordpress.com/


House Building ∙ Extensions ∙ Conservatories 
Barn Conversion · Brick, Block, Stone Work 

Driveway Paviours ∙ Rendering, Plastering ∙ Patios 
Wall & Floor Tiling ∙ Wood Work all fixings  

 

    IAN RICE Builder 
Sunnyridge, Moor View, North  

Devon EX20 2HW 
 

Mob: 0 7 9 6 7 4 1 8 1 1 0 
 

ipricebuilding@gmail.com 
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CARPENTER AND TILER 
 
30 years experience.  Lots of happy customers.  
Fair prices. Free estimates.  
Fast, tidy worker. Reliable. Professionally  
insured. 
Door hanging. Skirting and flooring. Kitchens fitted. 
Repairs. Floor and wall tiling. Wardrobes and  
cupboards made/fitted. 
Photos of my recent work available. 
Contact me, David Hitching, on: 
Land Line: 01837 89109    Mobile: 07871289317 
Email: quince.cottagecrafts@gmail.com 
Please leave contact details and a short  
message for a quick response. 

 
 

Ashridge Events 
 

 
Watch this space! 

or check on 
www.ashridge-court.co.uk 

or on Facebook 
Ashridge Court Barn 

 

LINDFIELD PLANTS  & EGGS 
CREDITON ROAD, SAMPFORD COURTENAY 

 

OUR OWN FREE RANGE CHICKEN EGGS 
AUTUMN BEDDING 

COMPOST 40, 50 &75 Ltr. BAMBOO CANES  
BAGS OF WELL ROTTED HORSE POO £1.50 Per Bag 

PLANT SALE NOW ON 
We Accept Credit and Debit Cards 

From Okehampton - Left Hand Side, just after Railway Bridge 
From N.Tawton - Right Hand Side, just before Railway Bridge  

 

LOOK FOR THE LINDFIELD PLANT SIGNS 
 

01837 880219   07806815558 



 The Whiddon Mission Community 
North Tawton, Bondleigh, Sampford Courtenay, Honeychurch  

Chagford, Gidleigh, Throwleigh, Drewsteignton, South Tawton, Spreyton and Hittisleigh,  

TEAM VICAR: North  Tawton   Position Vacant 

TEAM RECTOR: Chagford      Rev’d. Paul Seaton-Burn (01647 432880)    

          The Rectory, Chagford, TQ13 8BW 

ASSISTANT MINISTER: North Tawton     Rev’d. Rita Bullworthy (89168)             ritabullworthy@yahoo.co.uk 

CURATE: Chagford       Rev’d.  Dr. Harriet Every (01647 432402)  

PARISH WORKER: North Tawton    Mr. Wesley Cutler  (07540 127827)        wesleycutler@hotmail.co.uk 

 
 

St. Peter’s North Tawton Mr. Paul Andrews       (82648) Mrs. Rhona Bragg     (82343) 
St. James’ Bondleigh Mr. Danny Semorad    (82319)  Mr. Graham Stokes   (82240)                                                                                   
St. Andrew’s Sampford Courtenay  Mr. Malcolm Craig     (880118)  Mrs. Sarah Hanks      (851287) 
St. Mary’s Honeychurch Mr. Ray Squire           (851627)  Mr. Richard Weeks    (851269) 

(All numbers are 01837 numbers unless otherwise stated) 
Church web page address: http: //www.stpetersnorthtawton.org.uk/ 
Facebook:     https: //www.facebook.com/stpetersnorthtawton/ 

 
SERVICES at St. Andrew’s Church 

S a m p f o rd C o u r t e n ay 
 

1st Sunday 9.30 a.m.     Morning Worship 
 

2nd Sunday    9.30 a.m.    Parish Communion 
       BCP 
3rd Sunday 6.00 p.m.     Evensong 
4th Sunday 9.30 a.m.    Parish Communion 
     BCP 
5th Sunday 9.30 a.m.    Parish Communion 

     Common Worship 

 

SERVICES at St. Peter’s Church 

N o r t h Taw to n 
 

1st Sunday              11 a.m. Morning Worship 
 
2nd Sunday             11 a.m. Informal  
           Communion 
                                6.30 p.m. Evensong  
     (Apr - Oct) 
3rd Sunday              11 a.m. All-age Worship 
 
4th Sunday              Traditional Communion 
 
5th Sunday              Informal Communion 
 
      Provision for children at all 11 a.m. services 

SERVICES at St. James’ Church 
B o n d l e i g h 

 
1st Sunday 9.30 a.m. Holy Communion 

 
3rd Sunday 9.30 a.m. Holy Communion 

 

SERVICE at St. Mary’s Church 

H o n eyc h u rc h 
 

1st Sunday of the month at 3.p.m. 
 

Evensong and Holy Communion 
 

QUAKERS  
Ockment Centre,  

   North Street,  
   Okehampton 

 EX20 1AR  
Sundays at 10.30 a.m. 

All visitors welcome 
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ORTHODOX CHURCH 
Devon Parish of Holy Prophet Elias 

For details of services contact 
Celia or Martin Olsson (82796)  

North Street Chapel 
Contacts:  Mr. C. Milton 01837 82708   Mr. R. Sampson 07835 033062 

  11 p.m. 6.30 p.m. 

1st Sunday Special service Bible Study 

2nd Sunday Prayer &  
Communion 

Tea & Talk 

3rd Sunday Ministry No service unless  
advertised otherwise 

4th Sunday Prayer &  
Communion 

DVD 

5th Sunday Prayer &  
Communion 

No service unless  
advertised otherwise 

mailto:ritabullworthy@yahoo.co.uk


ANYONE WISHING TO PLACE A COMMERCIAL   

ADVERTISEMENT IN “ROUNDABOUT” IS  

INVITED TO CONTACT THE EDITORS FOR  

DETAILS OF ADVERTISING RATES. 

“Roundabout” is printed by 
Ink  Print 

3 Station Road 
Okehampton EX20 1DY 
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POLICE   

PHONE   

 

NORTH TAWTON TOWN  

Bookings: Annette 01837 880054 

Secretary: Lin  01837 880031 

 
FROM THE R

          
BAPTISM 
 
 Sunday 17th October  Oliver Stephen DENNIS (2 years 6 months)              St. Peter’s Church 
 
MEMORIAL SERVICE 
 
  Friday 22nd October    John Ward HORN  (78 years)      St Andrew's  Church 

Devon Sensory Outreach Service  NORTH TAWTON 
YOUTH AND COMMUNITY CENTRE 

   Free, confidential and impartial service for people with 
hearing and or/visual impairment provided by the Sensory 
Team,  Devon County Council. 
 Available on the third Thursday of each month in 
North Tawton Youth and Community Centre, Barton Street. 
  10.30 a.m. and 12 noon. 

Please continue to remember those who need help 
via the Food Bank box in St. Peter’s Church outer 
porch.  
It is accessible there during the day.             
      Thank you. 

 
Pause for thought (December) 

 
O Come, O come, Emanuel, 
Redeem thy captive Israel, 

That into exile drear is gone 
  Far from the face of God’s dear Son. 

 
O Come, Thou Lord of David’s key, 
The royal door fling wide and free. 

Safeguard for us the Heavenward road 
And bar the way to death’s abode! 

Pause for thought (January) 
 

Here we bring new water from the well so clear, 
For to worship God with this Happy New Year 

 
Sing reign of Fair Maid with gold upon her toe, 
Open you the west door and let the old year go. 

 
Sing reign of Fair Maid with gold upon her chin 
Open you the east door and let the New Year in 

 

    A Thank You 
 

We wish to thank, on your behalf, all the  
distributors  who deliver “Roundabout” through 
your doors each month. 
They make a valuable contribution to our  
Community without which “Roundabout” could 
not operate. 
     Hilary and Richard 
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  Sampford Courtenay SCEnSus - 2022 New Year’s Resolution Checklist and Progress Chart 
Last year we set you the challenge of reviewing what we can all do within our homes to keep our carbon 

footprint to a minimum. Let’s have another look to see how we’re doing. If you did the checklist last 
year, have another look to see where you improved things and what the priorities need to be for 2022. Put 

this checklist where you can all see it … and use it to keep track of your progress. 
Mark an action Red if you haven’t started it … or haven’t even thought about it yet. A priority for 2022?

Mark it Amber if you’ve started work on this but there’s still some way to go 
Mark it Green if you’ve completed this/ been doing it for some time. If so, Well done … and keep  

going. 
Even if you don’t live in Sampford Courtenay, have a go and see how you’re doing! 

Red/ 
Amber-
Green 
2021  
Where 
were we 
at the 
start of 
last 
year? 

Red/ 
Amber/ 
Green? 
2022 –  
What 
can we  
do 
even 
better   
this 
year 

1 Do you need better loft insulation or double glazing? There might be grants available to you     

2 Are all the light bulbs in your house low energy?     

3 Can you turn down your heating, even by 2 degrees C … and wear those jumpers that you’ve got lurking 
in your wardrobe instead? Can you do your washing at 30C rather than 40C? 

    

4 Can you share your car travel with someone else and reduce the number of car journeys that you make to 
work or to the shops? Can you ‘save’ at least one journey each week? Think twice before doing short 

‘single occupancy’ car trips as these are the least fuel efficient journeys. Vehicle transport makes up 25% 
of UK carbon emissions. 

    
  

5 Can you cycle, walk or catch a bus rather than drive a car sometimes – and more than you would usually 
do? Can you use our new local train service now that we’ve got it? 

    

6 How much food do you throw away in your house? If you’re tempted by ‘Buy one, get one free’ offers - 
do you always use it all? Does all your food waste always go in the compost, not in black bags …. and 

end up in landfill and producing lethal methane gas? 

    

7 Can you buy more organic food to promote soil health – foods grown without use of fertilisers and  
cultivation methods that break down soil structure and other chemicals (particularly pesticides) which 

harm wildlife? 

    

8 Can you stop or reduce the use of chemicals such as bleach, cleaning products and sprays? 
Do you use microfibre cloths and water to avoid using chemicals and having those hard to recycle  

containers that they come in? 

    

9 How can you get everyone in your house to be more ‘environmentally aware’? Identify some climate 
house rules such as closing doors to keep heat in, turning down thermostats in rooms not used very often, 

not running taps any longer than is necessary, looking at ways to re-use, recycle and re-purpose 
(particularly if this means not buying something new). Is there someone in your house (preferably the 

youngest person in the house) who could be the ‘climate lookout’ …. or ‘chief nagger’ when other people 
forget or get it wrong! 

    

10 How much of what your family throws away goes to landfill? How many black bags each week? How 
can you reduce the number of bags that go in the bin lorry? Set a target … one less a fortnight by (date) 

    

11 If you eat out and ‘on the go’, are the food and drink containers that you had single use and, if so, are they 
recyclable? 

    

12 New Year sales – as tempting as they are, buy only what you need!     

Sampford Courtenay SCEnSus Suggestions  
By the time you read this, the COP26 Conference outcomes will be known – hopefully with  
commitments made on a global scale and intending to keep that all-important global warming figure as 
low as it needs to be. The SCEnSus monthly suggestions have been ‘spot on’ as the issues that we’ve all 
been encouraged to focus on are the same ones that are now being circulated nationally!    So, as we 
move towards Christmas, the suggestions are: 

 
1.     Recycle and Re-use: In the lead up to Christmas, can you re-use your existing decorations or make new ones using what 
you’ve already got… or make your own from recycled materials, including plastics? The challenge is not to buy any new  
decorations this year! Did you know that tinsel and foil wrapping paper can’t be recycled so it’s better to use it time and time 
again rather than throw it away and send it to landfill? Certainly don’t buy any new ones like this! 
2.     Is it really better to have a real tree … or an artificial tree that you use year after year? You might want to debate this issue 
within the family or with your friends! If you have a fresh one, make sure you ‘recycle’ it – goats love to eat them (apparently!) 
so watch for details of where and when to drop yours off in Sampford Courtenay in the New Year. 
3.     For December and afterwards, Shop locally where you can – save travel miles as well as supporting local businesses 
4.     Shop ‘long lasting’ and ‘natural’ – clothes, toys, household items, whatever. These are good rules to follow!

5.     Woodburner or open fire - If you have one of these, make sure that you have adequate supplies of dry, seasoned wood to 
burn and try to reduce your use of firelighters. Sweep your chimney regularly to reduce chemicals and particles in the  
atmosphere as well as to keep your chimney safe.  



 

Angels Hair Salon 
 

Hair in the  Square ·  01837 82430 
 

Modern Unisex Hair Salon 
 

• Official Suppliers of Tigi Hair products 
•        Modern salon with the most up to date  

• Free to join Reward Scheme 

• Cosmetics for sale at below high street prices 

• Exclusive salon hire available for private  
 

Tuesdays  -  Wednesdays  -  Thursdays  -  Fridays 
9 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. 

Saturdays 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

 
11 The Square, North Tawton, EX20 2JD 

   
Church Flowers & Brass 
 

Sampford Courtenay 
 
 December   Advent (no flowers) 
 January   Shirley Reddaway 
 
Honeychurch 
 
 December   Mary Pyle 
 January   Sue Svedang 
 
Bondleigh 
 
 December  5th  Nicola Raffin 
 December 12th / 19th Lin Warre 
 December 26th   Hazel Towell 
 January 2nd / 9th  Caroline Stokes 
 January 16th / 23rd Carol Jones 
 January 30th  Helen Ruby 
 
North Tawton 
   
Flowers 

 
Dec 5th   Lorna Dawe 
December 12th  Carol Service 
December 19th / 26th Christmas flowers 
January 2nd   Christmas flowers 
January 9th / 16th  Sandra Delve 
January 23rd / 30th Sue Knott  /  
     Rosemary Davies 

Brass 
 
December   Amanda Salter 
January Lindsay Gibb / Kay Webber 
 
****************************** 
 

We have a weekly Flower Rota and would  
welcome new faces to fill one week a year. You 
need a few flowers to put in the vases on the  
Altar. For more info 
 
  Please phone Jo  82553 / Kay 07890 902433 
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ANDREW THOMPSON CARPENTRY 

 
Fitted Cupboards, Floors, Kitchens 

All General Carpentry 
No job too small 

 
Reliable and Efficient      Free Estimates 

 
The Cottage, Bouchiers Hill, North Tawton 

Tel:  01837 82537  Mobile:  07950 373  
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Now is the time to get your 

chimney swept 
 

For a friendly, clean and efficient 
service call us free on 

 

0800 2982 595 
info@ellissweeps.co.uk 

 

PURE GREEN 
 
For all Estate Maintenance, Construction and  
Repair Requirements. 
Boundaries: Fencing (Stock netting, post and 
rail,  Garden), Hedge laying, Drystone Walling. 
Buildings, Trees and Woodland. 
Farm animal husbandry. 
Reliable service in all rural skills 
No job too small 
Call Ed 07956026511 
puregreenruralservices@hotmail.com 

Sampford Courtenay Village Hall 
 

Available for Meetings, Weddings, Shows 
and Parties 

Recently extended, with a new kitchen, we can 
offer a main hall with stage blocks, separate 
meeting room, vestibule with disabled toilet 

and ample car parking 
Handy location for our historic village and 

church 
Outstanding views 

£7 per hour for either hall; additional £6 per 
hour for use of the kitchen; £13 for one hall 
and the kitchen; £20 for the whole hall; wed-
ding rates negotiable according to require-
ments; £5 per vehicle for overnight parking; 
£25 per day for wedding parking 
 

Free wifi 
For more information, please contact  

Joy Tucker 
07749 522996 
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