40 Thursday, 15th October 2020

AN APPEAL has
been launched to raise
£150,000 to replace
the roof and carry out
extensive repairs to
Sampflord Courtenay
Village Hall to safe-
guard it for the years
ahead.

Sampford Courtenay
Parish Council chairper-
son Michelle Wilson is
setting the ball rolling
on the [undraising with a
Div October Chatlenge.

Michelle is planning to
donate the money saved
from [orgeing alcohol
for the month to the root
appeal, with dopations
invited on the village hall
wehsite. She is asking
athers to join in now or
alternatively attempt the
challenge in November.

Other socially dis-
tanced events and activ-
jties are being planned
and publicised on the

village website.

The wappeal has a
mascot, Roof-Us, who
will be emblazoned on
letters going out shortly
to Samptord Courtenay
parishioners and local
businesses to urge them
to support a Buy a Slate
Appeal o kickstart the
flndraising.

The appeal has aiso
been included in the
Amazon Smile Scheme
which allows people to
support the appeal swhen
they buy something from
Amazon. Dectails can
be lound on the village
website, wwivsampford-
courtenay-pe.co ik

The appeal vrganisers
are thanking everyone
who has supported the
appeal so far and are
urging people to keep
the fundraising idcas
coming.

The village hall was
a school until the early
19505 when the building
was bought by a group of
local people to cstablish

a community centre. This
is whal it has been cver
since.

More recently it has
had a new kitchen, a
meeting room extension
and a fover which have
encouraged greater
used of the facillics and
allewed more events and
meetings to take place.
The range of actlivities
on offer has increased
and now includes yoga,
dance, quizzes and table
lennis to name a few.

However, urgent
action Is now needed to
safeguard the building us
the roof is in very poor
repair.

The appeal has becn
launched to meet the cost
of replacing the roof and
the large window beside
the new entrance.

Repairing the roof will
involve removing all the
historic slates. The best
of these will then be

retained and these will-

then be put back with
more bought through the

appeal. Insulation will
also be [iited as there is
currently no insulation in
the main root, so this will
be brought into line with
modern standards.
Fundraising ¢vents in
the pipeline include 1

-virtwal murder mystery

evenl, Find out more on
the events calendar on
the village website,
Please email village
hall commitice chair
Joy Tucker on hoband-

Jovtuckerid gmail. com

to donate to the appeal
or suggest a fundraising
idea.
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Michelle Witson is kickstarting fundraising by taking part in Dry Gctober,

others to follow her lead

| — an appeal has been launched to raise £150,000 to
replace the roof and carry out a number of other major repairs. Parish council chairperson

and is encouraging
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