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Wall & Floor Tiling         Under Tile Heating 

Waterproof Tanking         Free Quotations 
 
Tel              Mob 07729  460746  

 

C. J. Steer & Sons Ltd 
Funeral Directors 

Est 1969 
 

24 hour Service  
All Facilities 

 
Homefield, Station Road, Bow 

 

Tel: 01363 82414       Mobile: 07785 540248 

  

FORE STREET GARAGE 

( Proprietor: Kevin Hodge) 
Fore Street, North Tawton 

Tel: 01837 82006 

M.O.T. TESTING STATION 
Servicing and Repairs to all makes and models 

Competitive Rates            Fully Qualified Mechanic 
GoodGarageScheme.com 

( Registered Member ) 
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NICHOLS NYMET HOUSE 

 
MANOR HOUSE BED AND BREAKFAST  

& SELF CATERING COTTAGES  
www.devonbedandbreakfast.co.uk  

email mandpgoodman@outlook.com 

Tel 01837 82626 
 

For all your accommodation requirements –  
When family and friends come to stay use us as guest rooms. 

 Peaceful location 1.5 miles from North Tawton 
WITH WONDERFUL VIEWS 

We offer three large bedrooms all with  
en-suite bathrooms including a family suite  

for up to 5.  
Full English Breakfast using finest produce. 

Rates from £45 per person per night –  
Children half price. 

 
Also we can offer Self Catering Cottages available on a 

weekly basis. 
Please see our Trip advisor reviews and Facebook pages. 

 
Weirford House 

in picturesque Sampford Courtenay 
 

Well equipped Garden Barn for self-catering  
or bed and breakfast 

 
Avril Flanagan - 01837 89132 

 
5* ratings on Google.      See our website for details 

 
www.weirfordhouse.co.uk            avril@weirfordhouse.co.uk 

http://www.devonbedandbreakfast.co.uk/
mailto:mandpgoodman@outlook.com
http://www.weirfordhouse.co.uk


Not from The Rectory 

 

Long Lost Families 
 
Most of us, of course, know who our mothers are, but 
some children don’t.  They are those who were 
separated from their mothers a few days or weeks after 
birth.  They were adopted by other adults and 
sometimes reached adulthood before discovering that 
the parents with whom they grew up were not their 
natural parents.  Learning that must have been a shock 
and you can understand how many of them wondered 
both why they were put up for adoption and what had 
happened to their natural parents? 
During my lifetime and for a considerable time before 
that, there was a social stigma attached to a woman 
having a child out of wedlock.  If the father of the child 
was unable or unwilling to marry, young women might 
look to their family for help.  The social stigma was 
such that the mother-to-be could be discreetly hidden 
from public notice until after the birth, when, with the 
social stigma avoided by the adoption of her child, she 
might return to her normal family life. 
Until quite recently, the law covering adoption 
prevented the child from finding out who was the 
natural mother.  Even now, there are understandable 
safeguards about seeking information.  If a natural 
mother can be located, the existence of a child 
unknown of in her present family circle has the 
potential to be embarrassing.  For contact to take place 
between child and the natural mother, the wishes of 
both have to be obtained.  There will need to be 
consideration of how relationships with their current 
families may be affected and also how relations with 
the adopted parents can be managed. 
Until quite recently, the law also prevented a mother 
tracing her adopted child.  There are mothers who must 
have wondered for years if the decision to have a child 
adopted was the right thing for that child.  How 
harrowing to be prevented from knowing how the child 
has fared.  How worrying too, the thought that the 
child, if contacted, will harbour feelings of rejection for 
the natural mother.  What a burden of stress for a  

 
 
mother to carry – often for the rest of her life. 
Unravelling separations between mothers and adopted 
children requires much delicate negotiation.  Some 
insight into the successful process is featured in the 
television programme “Long Lost Families”.  Mothers 
now in their sixties and seventies have been shown  
meeting the child they last saw aged six or eight weeks.  
Adopted children, now with families of their own, have 
been able to meet a natural mother, if she is still alive, 
or, failing that, discover they have “new” half brothers 
and sisters and their families.  Sometimes it has meant 
travelling half way round the world for a meeting.  
Sometimes, they have lived within walking distance 
without knowing. 
We do not know how many mothers and children, 
when offered the chance to meet each other years later 
in their lives, have chosen not to, preferring not to 
know.  They do not figure in the television programme.  
Their preference not to know must be respected.  But 
the programme does show how reconciling for both 
mother and child it can be to unlock the burden of not 
knowing.  Those willing to take the risk of finding out 
why it happened to them and to share it with each other 
can find relief.  Love, cut short in the first weeks after 
birth, can be rekindled despite the passage of time.  
First meetings, even on camera, show immediate 
embraces and often tears of reconciliation. 
In our March edition, I praised the televised team of 
“The Repair Shop” for dealing so sympathetically with 
each other and the strangers who take items into their 
barn for repair.  It seems to me that here, in “Long Lost 
Families”, is another television programme where the 
presenters also show an example of a similar worth.  It 
is in keeping with the second new commandment given 
by Jesus Christ (quoted in March) that we should show 
love to our neighbours in the same way we wish to 
have love shown to us by them.   
Love has the power to reconcile.  Reconciling allows 
love to flow.  The world has need of both. 
             (Richard Edwards) 
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 Drop in anytime between 10.30 a.m. - 12 noon 
  in the Mortimer Room,  
    St. Peter’s Church 
 
      For more information contact 
   Carol Flowers 
   01837 851841 
 
         April 5th and 26th 
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Roundabout 

 

 is published for the community on  
behalf of the four parish churches of North Tawton,  
Sampford Courtenay, Bondleigh and Honeychurch. 

 
Opinions expressed by contributors are their own and are 

not necessarily endorsed by the Church, by the PCC,  
by members of the four churches, or by the Editors. 

 
Contributions should be sent to 
Hilary and Richard Edwards, 

Shellsley, 
Exeter Street, 

      North Tawton, 
EX20 2BZ 

 (tel. 01837 82376) 
 

     E mail: nt.roundabout@gmail.com  
no later than13th of the month before publication  

is required (and earlier, if possible) 
 

New advertisers are always welcome. 
Advertisements can be arranged for shorter periods than 

one year or for single editions. 
 

Visit Roundabout on its own website: 
www.northtawtonroundabout.com 

(There are also links online via the websites of the  
North Tawton Town Council and the  

 Sampford Courtenay Village Council). 
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MOBILE LIBRARY 

 
WEDNESDAY  monthly 
 
April 20th 2022 
 

 BELSTONE CORNER    The Beeches 
 14:00 to 14:20 
 
     THURSDAY monthly 
 
 April 28th 2022 

 
 BOW        Village Hall 
  14:10 to 14:30       
 
      FRIDAY  monthly 
 
        April 8th 2022 
  
 NORTH TAWTON     The Square 
 09:45 to 10.45 
 

BONDLEIGH               Old School 

13:30 to 14:15 
 

SATURDAY monthly 
 

 April 2nd / 30th 2022 
 

NORTH TAWTON        The Square 

10:00 to 12:00       
 
Library Membership is FREE. 
Join at any age - no lower age limit  
(toddlers can join!). 
 
 

 
 

 
Be Still 

 
A short informal monthly service of themed  

prayers, reflections & readings and creating space 
to dwell in the presence of God 

 
St. Andrew’s Church,  Sampford Courtenay 

Fourth Thursdays at 10 a.m. 
 

The next date is:           
 Thursday, April 28th 2022 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Celebrating Her Majesty the Queen’s  

Platinum Jubilee 
 

St. Andrew’s Church, Sampford Courtenay 
Sunday, 5th June 9.30 a.m. 

 
A  special Celebration Communion Service  

including music from the Coronation Service  
at Westminster Abbey 

 
 
 
Happy Easter to all our readers 
 
from Hilary and Richard 

mailto:nt.roundabout@gmail.com


Muriel 
PICTURE FRAMING 

 
 Photographs ·  Paintings ·  

Certificates ·  
Conservation Standards Available 

A wide selection of mouldings  
for your personal choice 

North Tawton Tel: 01837 82626 
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Deborah Taylor 
Registered Childminder 

 

 
 

 

 
Churchward 

     Sampford Courtenay 
01837 82743 

 

                       TONY DAY 
 

         Heating and Plumbing 
 

 
Main and LPG Gas 

Gas Safe Registered 

 

01837 83702     07773 966201 

Reg No 191548 

Kevin 

     Osborne 
   Aerials & Satellite 
   City & Guilds NVQ 
 

0 1 3 6 3 7 7 7 1 9 0        0 7 8 4 1 6 4 4 3 9 5 
Aerial Upgrades ∙ All aspects of Installation and 

Discreet Installation ∙ Extra TV Points ∙ Existing Aerial 
Satellite Problems Resolved ∙ DAB Radio  

Free Advice ∙ Free Quotation Service ∙ Free Signal  

The Benefice Choir 

Under the direction of 
 

Roger Cleverdon 
 

Available to sing at 

WEDDINGS · BAPTISMS· FUNERALS 

Roger Cleverdon         01837 810320 

KEVIN RICE 
FULLY QUALIFIED BUILDER & DECORATOR 

With 40 years experience in and around North Tawton. 

 
All aspects of building work from small repairs to 

new builds undertaken by a local tradesman who cares 
about quality and personal service. 

Contact Kevin 

Mobile:  07749 674357       

BROADBURY LANDCARE 
 

All aspects of Garden Maintenance  

and Landscaping 
 

Andrew Barton 07532 216216 
 

Fully Qualified Fully Insured 
Free Estimates 

  

   
Older Property Building Surveys 

• Thatched or slate properties built of Cob or Stone. 

• Custom Thatched Roof Surveys. 

• Weekend "Hands on" Thatching Courses. 
 

Master Thatcher and Residential Property Surveyor 
www.thatchedhomeinspector.co.uk                
Ring Charles on  01647 231 706 or 

07771512670 
Holland Park Farm, South Tawton, 

Okehampton. EX20 2PP 

Gardening Etcetera 

Your local Gardener and Handyman 

No job too small 

Specialist in edible gardens as well as low     
 maintenance garden design and management 

 
 

Please call 07729 274698 or email 

  gardening.etcetera@gmail.com 



 
North Tawton Annual Town Meeting – Thursday 28 April 2022, 7.30 pm, North Tawton Town Hall 
 
The Annual Town Meeting will be held in the Town Hall on 28 April.  Residents will recall that we had an  
informal Town Meeting in September.  We were unable to hold the usual meeting earlier in the year due to 
Covid restrictions.  For those who are not aware I advise that this is NOT a Town Council meeting (we just 
organise it for you) it is a meeting for all residents of the parish.  You’re invited to come along and find out 
more information about various issues.  You can ask questions, and there will be consultations on some  
proposed initiatives.  I’ll publish the full agenda in due course, but I can advise that our new local D.C.C.  
Highways Officer will be attending. He is very keen to meet residents and find out what is important to you.  
Please come along if you can – it’s as informal as possible, and tea/coffee and biscuits will be provided on 
arrival.   
 
North Tawton Housing Needs Survey 
 
A huge thank you to everyone who returned a completed survey form – we had an excellent response rate.  
The forms are being analysed by our contractor. The aim is to identify trends to help us do what we can in 
influencing future housing policy and responding effectively to planning consultations.  We had a number of 
enquiries about workshop/storage units. We’ll issue information in due course in response to this.  A number 
of residents expressed concerns as to the use of first-class stamps on the reply envelopes – we wanted to 
pay for the replies as this encourages a greater response, which has proved to be the case; we used first 
class as second-class post is unreliable, and finally I advise that the cost of the printing and postage of  
surveys has been funded by an external organisation, not by NTTC.  We will inform residents of the results 
of the survey in due course and thank you again for your co-operation with this project. 
 
Clock Tower 
 
The Clock Tower is due to be cleaned at some time in the next couple of months.  We hope this will be done 
before the Platinum Jubilee weekend as we will be putting a new plaque on the base of the tower to  
commemorate the Jubilee. 
Please Note – the cleaning project will involve putting up scaffolding around the tower.  This will obviously 
mean the seats won’t be available for a couple of days, but the bus stop will remain clear.  We may have to 
ask residents to leave the car parking spaces clear as well, and I do apologise for any inconvenience this will 
cause – again, it will only be for a couple of days at the most.  Hopefully we will then see the tower in all its 
original glory!    
 
Street lights and Car Park lights – some information 
 
I’ve had several queries about the lighting column at the junction of Butts Way and Gostwyck Close, which 
 was removed some time ago – D.C C. has advised this is due to be replaced, no timescale, I’m afraid. 
Town Centre car park lights – ongoing problems since the storms, I apologise but our electrician is doing his 
 best and I’m confident it will all be back in working order soon. 
The vintage style lighting columns around The Square are due to be completely replaced by the D.C.C.  
 lighting team at some point in the new financial year.  They have apparently come to the end of their 
 life and are not worth repainting. 
 
Strawberry Fields Shrub Beds 
 
At the time of writing most of the work is now complete, there are some more plants to go in when they  
arrive and we are also looking at improvements to the small grass triangle adjacent to the pavement as you 
go into Strawberry Fields.  I drove past this morning and thought it looked great, and most certainly a huge 
improvement – I hope residents will be pleased, particularly as this project was paid for entirely from external 
grant aid. 
                Sarah Say 
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NORTH TAWTON TOWN COUNCIL 
NORTH TAWTON TOWN COUNCIL 

Town Clerk:  Mrs Sarah Say 
 

14A The Square 
North Tawton  

EX20 2EP 

Tel: 01837 880121           E mail: townclerk@northtawtontowncouncil.gov.uk 
Website: northtawtontowncouncil.gov.uk 

 
Email:
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For experienced, 
local advice you can trust 
T. 01837 52379 
www.peterslaw.co.uk 

1 West Street, Okehampton  

 

 

WINDOWS-DOORS-CONSERVATORIES-JOINERY 

(Covering the whole of Devon) 

HIGH QUALITY PRODUCTS BACKED UP BY OVER 25 YEARS 

EXPERIENCE HELPING CUSTOMERS TO IMPROVE THEIR 

HOMES 

Why not give them a call to see what they can do for you 

and your property........ 

01837 54019 or enquiries@okehamptonglass.com 

www.okehamptonglass.com 

 

 



 
North Tawton Afternoon W.I. 

 
Ramblings of a North Tawton W.I. Member 
‘A collectable object such as a piece of furniture or work of art that has a high value because of its age and quality’. So 
that’s the first definition of ‘an antique’ that I got from Google. But I think I’ll tweak it. It now reads – ‘A collectable 
object such as a piece of furniture or work of art or a quirky, rustic, technophobey, cake-loving, spectacular spud-growing 
husband which has a high value because of its age and quality’. That sounds better. And husband truly believes it’s a 
compliment. Bless. 
Our March speaker was Richard Halsey – an antiques dealer for 45 years. His main area of interest was furniture and 
items made from ‘treen’ – or small, functional, household wooden objects. However, his talk was woven around people 
with whom he had spent time discussing, valuing and purchasing antique items. Such as ‘Peggy’ – who had inherited a 
collection of 18th century oak furniture and ‘piles of porcelain china including cups without handles’ otherwise known as 
tea bowls. Then there was the ‘lady from Exmouth’ who attended one of his talks clutching one of the most important 
pieces of English Delftware that he had ever seen. It was eventually sold through a specialist auction for the princely sum 
of £3,600. Did you know that in the Victorian era it was quite acceptable to drink your tea out of the accompanying deep 
saucer? It not only allowed your tea to cool so you could drink it quickly, it encouraged the air to mix with the liquid thus 
enhancing the flavour. I thought it was a resting place for your custard cream(s) prior to and during the dunking process. 
My mistake. 
Richard concluded his talk with a bit of advice. When you next find yourself in an antiques shop and something has 
caught your eye – rather than make an offer (which probably won’t go down too well with the dealer) ask them ‘is that 
the best price?’ Wise words. 
Husband likes to think he’s a good driver. Ever since he raced around the 1950’s streets of North Tawton in a  
reconditioned pedal car he has considered himself to be a good driver. During our early courting days (I love that phrase) 
he would gently point out various aspects of my driving ability that could be improved. You can imagine how that  
conversation actually went. Best not repeat it here. But just in case any of our members wanted to brush up their driving 
technique we have arranged a ‘Driving Workshop’ for them. And the good news? It’s for the over 60’s so I can’t go – so 
there. 
What else have we got? A Dance Workshop, a Crochet Workshop, a Cyber Crime talk – not forgetting our Away Day at 
the Waie (Inn) and a trip to Bridge Mill, Holsworthy. Oh - and a talk about lingerie. That woke you up, didn’t it? More on 
that some other time.  
And finally – I’m thinking of starting a new monthly feature. ‘Words and phrases you have probably never heard of and 

will probably never need to use’ – ( bit of a clunky title though, might need to work on that). Husband is a veritable  

walking encyclopaedia of what are fondly called ‘husbandisms’.  Here is the first offering. ‘He’ll never tear a lot 

abroad’ Any idea? Are you as clueless as I was when he casually dropped it into the conversation a couple of weeks 

ago? Would it be fair to make you wait a whole month for the answer? Because that’s precisely what I’m going to do. 
               (Sue Knott) 
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Do you like the sound of what we do? 
North Tawton W.I. meets on the first Wednesday of the month at North Tawton Rugby Club 
at 2 p.m. 
Our next speaker will be the former M.P. The Rt. Hon Ann Widdecombe 
 
Visitors are always welcome. 
      
For more information contact our President, Jan Gray on 01837 880418  

 
DO  YOU  LIKE  AFTERNOON  TEA? 

ARE  YOU  ‘70’  OR  OVER  AND  LIVE  IN  NORTH  TAWTON? 
THEN  CONSIDER  YOURSELF  INVITED  TO 

HER  MAJESTY’S  PLATINUM  JUBILEE  TEAPARTY! 
Hosted by North Tawton W.I. 

SATURDAY  4TH  JUNE  2022  at  3PM 
in NORTH  TAWTON  TOWN HALL 

Registration opens 1st April, so pop into Jen’s Café, in The Square 
     to register for your free ticket. 
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M C Poole Contractors 
Digger hire with driver 

Most work undertaken.    No job too small. 
Tel: 01837 83130        Mobile: 07970 653827 

 

 

ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
 

 Quality Work By Fully Qualified Tradesman 
All Electrical Work Undertaken 

Domestic, Industrial, Commercial &  
Agricultural Installations 

Fully Compliant to Part P Building Regulations 
All Work carried out to  

18th  Edition Wiring Regulations 
Over 30 Years experience in electrical  

contracting 
 

24 HOUR EMERGENCY CALL OUT 
 

Tel. 01363 881002 Mob. 07710 673270 
 

www.tuxelectrical.co.uk 

 
 
 
 
 

Dedicated teams of farm and companion animal vets. 
North Tawton        01837 82327 

  Okehampton          01837 658777 
  Hatherleigh          01837 810455 

www.northparkvets.co.uk 
      Farm: Emergency, routine, herd health, small holders. 

Pets: Vaccinations, neutering, nurse clinics, x-ray and operation 
facilities in all surgeries. 

Tel: 01837 82271           W J Morris & Sons 
                         

 ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS & CON-
TRACTORS      Established 1953 

 
                     Timber Yard, Sampford Courtenay 

                                    Okehampton EX20 2TB 
 
FARM, DOMESTIC & INDUSTRIAL INSTALLATIONS,  
EMERGENCY LIGHTING, FIRE & SECURITY ALARMS  
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Platinum Jubilee Celebrations in North Tawton – Thursday 2nd – Sunday 5th June 
  
Plans are progressing well to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in North Tawton. 
Various groups and organisations within the town have met to share ideas and bring  
together a draft programme of events. 
There is still plenty of scope for other events to be added. 
North Tawton Town Council has allocated a small budget plus a donation from the  
Community Games and Culture Group so if you need some financial support for your event 
please contact the Town Clerk. 
  
Thursday 2nd June 
6 p.m. - Parade from the Square to the Rugby Club – theme – ‘70 years of history’ (Events 
group) – why not join in? Look out for further details. 
Rugby Club – Barbecue – Lighting of the Beacon (Scouts & Rugby Club) 
Friday 3rd June 
Possible events in the pubs. 
Games – Race afternoon/Beetle drive! 
Bowls 
Saturday 4th June 
Treasure Hunt (Guides) & cream teas 
Tea Party in the Town Hall for over 70s (WI) 
Sunday 5th June 
12.30 onwards Picnic in the Memorial Park – bring your own picnic (if raining alternative 
venues will be available) 
including entertainment – music, juggling etc – if you have entertainment skills please  
consider how you can get involved 
  
Scarecrow trail & Shop Window displays throughout the period. 
Look out for further information over the next few months. 
  

 

St. James' Church  Bondleigh 

Spring Coffee Morning 
 Saturday 9th April at 10.30 a.m. 

 
Come along and enjoy a morning coffee 
whilst catching up with friends and  
neighbours. Pick up a bargain from one of 
our popular stalls. Lin will be running a 
draw with many fine prizes to be won. 
 
Other Diary Dates include:- 

Grand Plant Sale -  
28th May at 10 a.m. - more details to  
follow. 
 
St. James' Patronal Festival  
24th July - more details to follow. 
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Sampford Courtenay SCEnSus Seasonal Suggestion – April 
 
 
Life certainly has it’s challenges at the moment and there’s plenty to get up tight about. Growing 
your own food has many positive points – the ‘therapy’ of planting in the first place, watching your 
seeds sprout and grow, the thrill of harvesting produce and all whilst saving money along the way – 
especially if some of what you grow will produce extra seeds or tubers (e.g. potatoes)  that you can 
use to grow another crop next year. How’s that for both value for money and forward thinking? 
  
April is a busy month for gardeners of all kinds – those with heated propagators or greenhouses will 
be well underway potting up seedlings that started to grow a while ago. For everyone else and,  
importantly, for beginners, April is the ideal month to get started and to plant seeds in pots outside 
your home, on your window sill or even straight into the ground as the weather warms up – but  
remember to protect your tender plants if we’re likely to get an overnight frost. 
 
If you haven’t grown anything much before but want to have a go, here are a few suggestions: 

Try big ‘pots’ (recycled buckets or any large container with drainage holes filled with compost) 
by your doorway or in a yard with a couple of garden canes and plant some runner beans, 
Swiss/ ‘Rainbow’ chard, beetroot, salad leaves or nasturtiums (add the flowers to a salad) for a 
useful as well as colourful display. Make sure the beans and nasturtiums ‘climb’ by training 
them around the canes, tying them with string at intervals if necessary. Remember that you’ll 
need to water them daily once they’re growing and when (if?) we get continuous hot weather.  

Plant hanging baskets with trailing tomatoes or strawberries for an edible and colourful  
alternative to flowers. 
 
Grow peas and beans (broad, runner or french beans) – grow more than you need and save 
some at the end of the season and dry them to be used next year. Plant them in a container or 
directly in the soil in a sunny place against a wall or trellis. 

Get together with some friends and share the cost of buying seeds; ask keen gardeners for any 
spare home-saved seeds or surplus young plants that they might have that you can grow. 

Enjoy researching what you can grow that you know you’ll enjoy preparing and eating. 

If you’re into old wives tales, traditions and/or superstitions, find out why potatoes are (were?)  
believed to be best planted on Good Friday … and maybe put a couple in the ground or in a pot 
for yourself on Friday April 15th and see what happens. 
 
Get competitive – with your children, friends, neighbours … anyone! Who can grow the tallest 
bean, the heaviest potato or tomato, the largest or longest whatever … consider entering the 
Sampford Courtenay Produce Show (see page 31 for a list of classes). 
 

    So, April’s here …. get going …. and get growing! 

The recent withdrawal from a concert programme in Wales of a Symphony by Tchaikovsky has drawn criticism in the 
national press.  Perhaps the concert promoters feared loss of income from concert goers.  Whatever the reason, it seems a 
strange thing to do. It is difficult to associate Tchaikovsky (1840 –1893) with the action of a Russian government whose 
“military exercises” have spilled across the border into Ukraine in 2022.  Celia Olsson (see page 21) argues the case for 
realising the Orthodox Church is not only to be associated with what we may think of as the Russian Orthodox Church.   
It is a mistake to assume that everyone in Russia supports the current Russian policy in Ukraine.  Among those who 
don’t may lie the future of a very different foreign policy in Russia.  For that we may hope. 
Long established works of Art and forms of Christian worship which have come out of Russia are likely to outlive the 
present Russian government (or indeed any government anywhere else).  Let us recognise their value to the international 
community by keeping faith with their contributions to the world, even if our interest in them is not direct and even if 
they are under attack elsewhere.         Richard Edwards 
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The Pet Care Guardian 
  We care, watch over & protect 

 

PROFESSIONAL ANIMAL CARE 

 

 If you’re out for the day, long day 
 at work, away for a while or 

convalescing, then let 
The Pet Care Guardian 
take care of your pets 

Dog Walking - Pet Sitting 
 

www.thepetcareguardian.co.uk 
Contact Rebecca Britz 

07729 172508 
rebeccadotb@hotmail.com 



 
JUBILEE PARADE 

 
As part of the Queen's Jubilee Celebration, North 
Tawton will be launching a long weekend of festivities 
starting  on June 2nd at 6.30 p.m. with a Parade from 
the Square to the Rugby Club for the lighting of a 
beacon. 
We are inviting all groups, organisations, friends, and  
families to take part in this event. 
The theme for the parade is 70 YEARS OF BRITISH 
HISTORY and as such, you are invited to wear outfits 
from 1950's through to the present day.  
Do you have a classic car or motorbike or bicycle 
and   would be able to take part in the parade? If so 
we would love to hear from you. 
We are hoping to get as many people involved as  
possible to help ensure the weekend is one we all  
remember.  
 
Please email nteventscommittee@gmail.com   for 
more information. 
There is funding available for any organisations and 
groups wishing to take part 
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Sheila Shaw 1948-2022 

My family and I thank those who sent cards and 
letters expressing sympathy on the death of 
Sheila. 
There were many stories of Sheila’s care and 
kindness to others, this seemed to be her  
mission in life. 
We are also very grateful to those who  
attended the service at St. Peters to honour 
Sheila. 
Thanks to those who contributed with music, 
overheads, stories, and the catering in the town 
hall. 
Thank you all so much 
Sheila was an active member of the community, 
both in the 1970-80’s (mother & toddler group, 
wholesale food  co-operative, baby sitting  
circle, cubs) and also during the last 10 years 
(“Tuesday Chat”, “Little Fishes”). 
She was always welcoming, liked to chat, loved 
children (especially babies), loved her friends 
and family (and me!) 

  …..and she loved Jesus.  
 She will be greatly missed. 
  

      Chris Shaw 

 
Pastoral Care Team 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are pleased to announce that a Pastoral Care 
Team is now up and running representing the 
churches of St. Peter’s, North Tawton,  
St. Andrew’s, Sampford Courtenay and St. James, 
Bondleigh. 
The team has been attending in-house training over 
the past three months including visiting the  
bereaved and the lonely, and marriage and baptism 
follow-up—and much more that comes under the 
heading of ‘pastoral care’. Look out for the posters 
in and outside our churches with details of who to 
contact in the first instance. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sampford Courtenay Parish Council 
 

Would like to offer commemorative Platinum 
Jubilee Mugs to all the children of the parish up 

to the age of 16 years old. (Free of charge) 
 

If you would like to register your interest, please 
email the Clerk at SCPCClerk@aol.com with 
name, age and address. 
 

If other parishioners (of any age) would like to 
obtain a commemorative mug these can be pur-
chased for the sum of £6.00 each. Again, please 
let Clerk know if you would like to order some. 

 
Last Orders should be received by 19th April 

2022 
 

The Mugs will be presented at a Village Event 
for the Queen’s Jubilee 2nd – 5th June 2022. 

(More details later) 

mailto:SCPCClerk@aol.com
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Robinson Plant Ltd 
www.robinsonplant.co.uk 

 

A family firm with over 30 years  
experience 

 

All aspects of earthworks, ground works 
and hard landscaping including: 

 

Site Excavation 
Concreting and Driveways 

Stone Walling 
Paving and Patios 

Brickwork and Block work 
Foundations and Ground works  

Land Drainage and Ponds  
 

Office: 01837 89065 
Mobile: 07909 998945 

 Email: alec@robinsonplant.co.uk  

SAMPFORD COURTENAY VILLAGE HALL 
FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 
REGULAR ACTIVITIES:- 
  
YOGA CLASSES           Wednesday 6 - 7 p.m.     
TAP DANCING              Thursday 2 - 3 p.m.  
TABLE TENNIS            Weekly, ring 01837 851659 for details 
FLOWER CLUB        2nd Monday of every month 2.30 p.m.    
CRAFT & CHAT            2nd & 4th  Thursday of every month  
     3.15 - 4.45 p.m. 
 
OTHER DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:- 
 
Easter Sunday Ice Cream Sundaes  & Easter Trail  (incorporating 
plant & obelisk sales)   
   Sunday 17th April  2 - 3p.m.  
 
Come & Chat            Saturday 21st May  10.30 - 11.30 a.m. 
 
Jubilee Platinum Picnic Sunday 5th June    12 midday  
  
Summer Ball (see separate advert) Friday 24th June 
      7 p.m. till late   
 
Open Gardens Sunday 3rd July details to follow  
          
Please visit the parish website for more details on all of these  
    events 
 
    www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk 

http://www.robinsonplant.co.uk
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EASTER SERVICES 

 

ST. Andrew’s Sampford courtenay 

 

Lent communion lunch 

Weirford house  

Courtesy Avril & Mike Flanagan 

 

Holy Week 

 

Palm Sunday  

(Rev’d. Robert Lloyd Richards) 

10th April 9.30 a.m. 

 

Compline at st. Andrew’s 

 

Monday 11th April 9.00 p.m. 

Tuesday 12th April 9.00 p.m. 

Wednesday 13th April 9.00 p.m. 

 

Maundy Thursday 

Holy communion including stripping the altar (Rev’d. John Courtie) 

Thursday April 14th 7.30 p.m. 

 

Good Friday 

Stations of the cross (Rev’d. Rita Bullworthy) 

Friday April 15th 2.00 p.m. 

 

       easter Sunday 

Holy communion (Rev’d. John Courtie) 

Sunday April 17th 9.30 a.m. 

 

************** 
St. Peter’s, north tawton 

 

Good Friday reflections  April 15th  10 a.m.  

Easter Sunday Family Communion Service April 17th 11a.m. 

************ 
St. james’s Bondleigh 

 

Easter communion April 17th  9.30 a.m.  

 

************ 
St. mary’s honeychurch 

 

Easter communion  April 17th  3 p.m. 

 

************ 
north street chapel 

 

Please join us for an Easter service on  17th April at 11a.m.  

Bring and share lunch to follow.  
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 News  from Sampford Courtenay Parish Council 

 
Full minutes can be viewed on our website  www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk  where any useful links are live. 
Plus check out our new FACEBOOK Page. Like and Share to help us spread S.C.P.C. news. 
 
SEAMOOR LOTTO – Sampford Courtenay Parish Council has registered as one of the charities which will benefit from 
the new Lotto run by W.D.B.C..  If you have not bought your ticket yet, please sign up at  

https://www.seamoorlotto.co.uk/support/sampford-courtenay-parish-council  
 

SCPC –on Tues 1st March held their meeting in the Village Hall with 8 Councillors  and 1 members of the public 

Emergency Numbers & Contact Details – are now available in a handy Parish Directory which can be  

  downloaded from the Website https://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/information-leaflets-links 

 

Storm Eunice – SCPC support for parishioners left without power, and lessons learnt for the future. – Cllr. Wilson  

(9 feedback replies to date) Cllr. Wilson – thanked all Councillors and volunteers who had helped support parishioners 

during the extended Power Outage during Storm Eunice. She also thanked the Village Hall for allowing its use as a 

“warm” haven, and place to recharge batteries etc. Free of Charge. The Village Hall was also used for a member of the 

NHS in the parish to conduct private meetings, through use of the Village Hall Broadband. Cllr. Wilson has since made an 

application through Devon Communities for funding for an LPG Generator; 8 x Two-way radios, a Waterproof equipment 

case to be used for future incidents. Cllr. Wilson is to arrange a separate public meeting to review and amend the SCPC 

Resilience Plan. The Clerk has already up-dated the Website with a new form for residents to complete if they wish to be 

added to an Emergency Contact list for future incidents.  

https://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/news/incidentmanagement-team. 

  

Digital Inclusion – Cllr. M Morrissey - outlined his proposal that the Village Hall could be used for parishioners with poor 

or no broadband connectivity to access NHS consultations. It is believed, that unfortunately, more first consultations will 

be triaged remotely to assess if Face to Face appointments with NHS staff are required.  Procedures would be put in 

place to ensure privacy of these consultations, but Cllr. Morrissey already has the support of Devon Communities Internet 

Hub. 

Defibrillator – Confirmation of contract to Adopt BT Kiosk in the square has been received and BT have removed  

telephony equipment. Anthony Morris has kindly agreed to fit the Defibrillator, Free of Charge.  

 

Broadband/Mobile Coverage Survey – Cllr. M Morrissey – confirmed that 12 properties around the New Inn have now 

been fitted with Fibre to the Premise by BT Openreach, and all seem to be working extremely well. Cllr. Morrissey will 

send out another up-date via “Julie emails” and Facebook shortly. However, as this is issue is so commercially sensitive it 

is very difficult to obtain accurate information from Broadband Providers. Best advice is for parishioners to keep logging 

on to BT and Airband websites and check their own post code for up-dates. 

Jubilee Mugs - SCPC will be purchasing Commemorative Jubilee Mugs which will be available free of charge for 

any parishioner 16 and under; or for £6 per mug for others. Please see Advertising and get in touch with the 

Clerk if you would like to order. THIS IS YOUR LAST CHANCE TO PLACE AN ORDER. 

Jubilee Bench and Picnic tables have been delivered – it is hoped to organise a St George’s Day Teddy Bear’s Picnic 

2.30 p.m. on Saturday 23rd April on the Village Green for the “BIG REVEAL”. 

Annual Parish Open Meeting – 19th April – 7.30 p.m. – provisional Agenda items will be: • Broadband Up-date • Speed 

Watch Demonstration • NHS Hub at the Village Hall up-date • St. Andrew’s Church up-date • Village Hall up-date If you 

would like any other items/issues added to the agenda please let the Clerk know. 

 
GET SCPC & PARISH NEWS DIRECT TO YOUR INBOX - the best way to keep up to date is to sign up for emails via 
Julie and the Website. 

 
 

Please contact SCPC Clerk – Marion Pratt at SCPCClerk@aol.com or on 01837 82285 if you 

would like to raise any issues.  Even better, come along to a meeting.  

 

   Next meetings    5th April and Parish Meeting 19th April. 
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NORTH TAWTON 
 RUGBY 
FOOTBALL CLUB 
 The Clubhouse is  

available to HIRE for  

PRIVATE FUNCTIONS

Competitive Rates 

Ample Parking 

Now with free wifi  

 

  ALL EVENTS CATERED FOR 
 

 Call  
 SARAH on     7     

 
Taw Va l l ey Dental Care 

 
56 Fore Street 
North Tawton 

EX20 2DT 
 

Telephone: 01837 880096 
 

Oral Health Accessible to All 
 

WHITEGATES JOINERY 

BESPOKE JOINERY SPECIALISTS 

KITCHENS, STAIRS, DOORS, SLIDING SASH WINDOWS, 

CONSERVATION WORK 
FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE CALL ROGER 

01837 851720 / 07887731197 

EMAIL whitegates05@yahoo.com 
                                 Practical Wood Working Lessons Available 
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The Royal British Legion , North Tawton Branch celebrated their 100 year anniversary 
on Tuesday 22nd February in the Town Hall. 
Approximately 60 people were treated to afternoon tea and cake. 
We hope you all had a great time. 
Mrs. Enid Westlake helped chair Monica Simons cut the cake! 

 
 

 

Coffee Morning for Ukraine Appeal  
 

Sampford Courtenay. 
 
 
A big thank you to everyone who supported 
the fund raising for Ukraine event held in the 
Church rooms on Sunday morning, 13th 
March. 
Thank you to the many helpers and cake  
makers and for the donations in cash and 
cheques. 
The total so far raised for the Red Cross  
Appeal is a whopping £1,456!!!!  
It just shows how much our small community 
cares and comes together when needed. 

There is a regular service notification in the “Roundabout” 
about the Orthodox Church in Devon.  I would like to tell 
everyone that this Orthodox church has no affiliation to  
Moscow.  We are made up of Orthodox people from all over 
the world, using mainly the English language with some 
prayers also in Slavonic (a form of Russian used by some 
Eastern European churches), Greek, Romanian and  
sometimes also (depending on who is in church) Arabic, 
Finnish and Georgian.  It must be very confusing for people 
outside the Orthodox world to work out the intricacies of it 
all.  Here is a very simplified run down.  There is an  
Ukrainian Orthodox Church which comes under the  
Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople (Istanbul) as we  
ultimately do in Devon.  There is an Ukrainian Church which 
comes under the Moscow Patriarch, and their priests are  
having problems.  There is also the Greek Catholic Church 
which to outsiders might look exactly the same as the  
Orthodox - it is, except it comes under the Pope.  Speaking 
Russian does not denote which church you belong to;  
Russian is spoken all over Ukraine, regardless of which 
church, or none, you belong to.    Celia Olsson  



Sampford Courtenay Flower Club 
  

Sampford Courtenay Village Hall 
 

11th April 2022  2.30 p.m. 

 

Pat Penno 
 

For more information contact the Chairman,  
Nancy Passmore on 01837 54849 

 

 
Sampford Courtenay Parish Website: 
http://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/ 
 

The website is managed by Julie Carpenter 
who can be contacted on  

juliec2911@hotmail.co.uk 
or  

admin@sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk 
or by phone: 

      07866 605184 
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READING GROUP 
 

Normally meets on the last Tuesday  
of the MONTHLY  

7.30 p.m. AT THE NEW INN 
 for further information or to join 

contact Ann Palmer  
phone 01837851659 

on annpalmer@lineone.net   

 
Sampford Courtenay Open Gardens 

 
Sunday, 3rd July, 11a.m. - 5p.m. 

 
Refreshments available 

Proceeds to be shared between  
St. Andrew's Church and the  
Village Hall Roof-us fund. 

 
Full details to come. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sampford Courtenay St. George’s 
Day  

Teddy Bear’s Picnic 

 

Sat 23rd April – 2.30 p.m. 
The Village Green 

 

Bring your own Teddies and your  
  own Picnic 

The new Jubilee Bench and Picnic 
Benches will be “unveiled”. 

Enjoy some games and story-telling 

and some sunshine! (Hopefully) 

 

 

http://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/


 
 

Little Seedlings                 
Playgroup 

North Tawton Primary  
School Hall 

Every Tuesday during  
term-time 
9 – 11 a.m. 

For babies & toddlers 0 – 4 yrs 
Admission £2 per family  

payable at the door 

 
Bondleigh Rainfall 

 
February's rainfall was not very significant.  
Although it rained on most days, it was not in 
large amounts and added up to 91.8mm, which 
was much the same as last year at 89.2mm.  
However, what was significant was the strength 
of the wind. With one storm after another there 
were continuous gales for most of the last 10 days 
of the month.  
The winter continues to be very mild with no sign 
of much change as we go into March. 
 
     Danny Semorad 
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Facing our Fears 
 

Brian McQuillen 
 
 
The news from the Ukraine is not good, but neither should we be shocked by it. It has been developing for a long 
time, for we have known of Putin’s style and intention for years. With economic trouble at home in Russia he 
needs a diversion away from domestic problems, in the same way that the president of Argentine, General  
Leopoldo Galtieri used diversionary tactics from his problems when he invaded the Falklands.  
 
Western democracies have shied away from positive action for too long, but whatever our future action there 
must be a moral basis for British foreign policy. It is important to recall what Winston Churchill said the House 
of Commons at the outbreak of war on 3rd September 1939. 
 
“This moral conviction alone affords that ever-fresh resilience which renews the strength and energy of people 
in long, doubtful, and dark days. Outside, the storms of war may blow and the lands may be lashed with the fury 
of its gales, but in our own hearts this Sunday morning there is peace. Our hands may be active, but our  
      consciences are at rest.” 
 
Admittedly, we are not at war with Russia, (yet) but it is a fact of human existence that there are wars and there 
will be wars. Let me quote someone else: 
 
“You will hear of wars and rumours of wars but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but 
the end is still to come. Nation will rise against nation and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and 
earthquakes in various places. All these are the beginnings of birth pains.”  

Jesus of Nazareth  (Matthew 24 : 6 – 8) 
 
 It is not for God’s people to speculate and find answers to every problem which challenges our daily lives. We 
may discuss, argue, or lobby those who carry the burden of decision making, but no matter how terrifying the 
vision, the first step towards lasting faith is not to become overwhelmed or paralysed by fear. Rather, we need to 
face our difficulties in belief and confront our nagging doubts. Because if we allow them to stay in our peripheral 
vision, they become shadowy “bogeymen” and end up gnawing away at our faith. 
  
If, on the other hand, we turn to face our doubts and fears, and do so with humble prayer, then something truly 
miraculous happens – God works within us, purging us of fear and bringing us through integrity to a fuller,  
      deeper, more peaceful faith. 
 
 
 
(Brian McQuillen is the Vicar of St. Goran and St. Michael, Caerhayes in the Diocese of Truro.  He wrote this 
 for his parishioners on hearing the Russian armed forces had crossed the border into Ukraine.) 



SM Plumbing & Heating 
Stuart  

 
Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

 

Contact me on 
07738 759606  or  01837 880067 

 
No.519960         stuartmoffat2@h otmail.com 

4, Park Houses, North Tawton 
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Jenny Rock 

 Rock Solid Book-Keeping Solutions                    
Creating Order from Chaos! 

 

Friendly, helpful advice for small businesses 
Part-time, one-off and temporary contracts 

 

CIMA Diploma Management Accounting 
AAT Level 4, IABK Part II  

20+ years experience 

 

Winkleigh, Devon 
M: 07743 683756 

Email:  rocksolidbookkeeping18@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
A friendly, family run company aiming to provide a range 
of high quality arboricultural services to our Customers’ 
trees. 
 
 

Services include: 

Tree removals/ dismantles 
Tree pruning, reductions, thinning, shaping and dead wood  
removal 
Hedge trimming 
Stump grinding 
Tree planting 

 

All work is insured to £5 million, complies with  
relevant British standards and is carried out by  
appropriately trained and equipped professional  
arborists  
CALL NOW for friendly, professional advice and to  
arrange a FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE  
TEL: 07398268877 
EMAIL: adamofedentrees@gmail.com 
Check us out on Facebook and Instagram: 
@adamofedentrees 

Barzotelli Gelato 
 

12 The Square 
North Tawton  

EX20 2EP  
 

07548 681297  
From April 1st 
opening hours  

Friday noon - 4 p.m.  
Saturday noon - 4 p.m. 

Sunday 2 - 4 p.m. 
 

Open all Easter weekend and Bank Holiday Monday  
1 - 4 p.m. 

 
barzotelligelato.co.uk 

or 
https://www.facebook.com/lucyfaybarzotelli 

mailto:stuartmoffat2@hotmail.com
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Exbourne, Sampford Courtenay & Jacobstowe W.I. 
 
The meeting was held in Exbourne village hall on Tuesday 
8th March. Best wishes were sent to the President who will 
be out of action for a while.   
The vice-president, Rosemary Lowe welcomed everyone and 
Jerusalem was sung.    
   
The speaker was Nancy Passmore,  who demonstrated 
making Easter Wreaths with Spring Flowers.  She was 
thanked by Shirley Reddaway and the winner of the main 
wreath, which was raffled, was won by Ethel Nancekivell.   
More arrangements were made about the Cream Tea 
to be provided by the WI on June 3rd from 3 to 5 p.m. for the 
Queen's Jubilee Celebrations.   
 
Winners of Flower of the Month were Karen Hunter, 
Vera Collins, Sally Kenealy and Gwyneth Leonard.   The 
competition for a floral display in an egg cup was won by 
Karen Hunter and Margaret Rook.     
The next walk is to be around Fatherford, Okehampton on 
Friday March 25th, starting a 10 a.m..  
The next meeting is in Sampford Courtenay village hall on 
Tuesday 12th April at 7 p.m., when the speaker will be from 
the Devon Air Ambulance Trust. 
 

        
      Margaret Weeks 

                  
   SAMPFORD COURTENAY  
             COMMUNITY JUBILEE EVENTS 
 
 
 
 

Sampford Courtenay Parish Council 
 Commemorative Mugs (Free to 16 and under, £6 each others – please order from Clerk 
 SCPCClerk@aol.com or 01837 82285 by 31st March 22) 
 Commemorative Bench  
New Inn 
 Sat Jun 4th – BBQ, bar and live music including Diving for Pearls 
Village Hall 
 Sunday, 5th June – from 12 noon – Platinum Picnic 
 Plus Red, White & Blue Fancy Dress Competition 
 Jubilee Hat Competition 
 A Queen’s Day at the Races – fun games for all the family. 
St. Andrew’s Church 
 Sunday, 5th June – 9.30 am – Service of Celebration followed by Refreshments 
 Saturday, 18th June – Choral Concert 7.30 p.m. 
Flower Show – (to be on display by Sat 28th May) 
 Scarecrow Trail – on Jubilee or Historic Event of past 70 years theme. 
 Door Step Floral Container – Red, White and Blue theme 
 Best Decorated House – get your bunting out! 
 Plus other Jubilee themed classes for show day on Saturday, 20th August. 

  
Check Parish Website https://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/ or  
Face Book page  https://www.facebook.com/SampfordCourtenayParishCouncil for more information 
and up-dates. 

 
NORTH TAWTON BOWLING CLUB 

 
Our green opens for the 2022 lawn bowls  

season  
on Saturday 16th April 

 13.30 for Open Triples at 14.00 
         
April HOME fixtures: 
 
Tuesday 26th April  
14.30 Ladies Shield v Bradworthy 
 
Thursday 28th April 
18.30 Exeter&District League v Crediton 

 

 

To arrange an introductory session  
contact John Kinsey on 07707 807136 or email 

ntbcsec@gmail.com 

mailto:SCPCClerk@aol.com
https://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/SampfordCourtenayParishCouncil
mailto:ntbcsec@gmail.com
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More Truth offered to the parishioners of St. Goran and St. Michael, Caerhayes in the Diocese of Truro.   
 
by Brian McQuillen 
 
The first casualty of war is truth. Before a shot is fired, a bomb dropped, or a tank moved, truth  
disappears out of the window. We have recently witnessed President Putin trying to justify his war 
by false accusations, fabrications and lies about the conditions of the Ukrainian people. 
 
When facing execution Jesus said he was witness to the truth. Pontius Pilate the politician said, 
“What is truth?” More with sneering contempt than a question. 
 
Truth is always costly because it involves sacrifice, pain and at least some discomfort. It is there 
with suffering. Dishonesty is always closely involved with temptation because it offers a quick fix 
to most demanding and difficult problems. This is why so many people easily slide into a sort of 
deceitful behaviour without any careful thought, a knee-jerk reaction involving self-preservation. 
Yet sticking to the truth will often involve a short period of pain and sacrifice, or at least some  
inconvenience and loss of face before truth will eventually win. 
 
We say and believe that ‘God is Truth.’ The bible uses the word ‘truth’ 228 times (my New  
International Version) which highlights its importance.  Surely truth matters to individuals as well 
as the whole of a society, country, or world. Being truthful means that everyone can grow and  
mature, learning from their mistakes. It means for a society, a country or world truthfulness makes 
social bonds, whereas lying and hypocrisy break them. 
 
A church community has to set an example and model for others. Traditionally Lent has been a  
season of self-examination, discipline and growth, but these days it would be better to think about 
what is happening outside church walls and clearly make a stand for truth and holiness. It will be 
costly, as it was for Jesus, but then we are called to follow. Aren’t we?  
 
So, if God is truth, then we must have the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth.  
Anything less is blasphemy. 
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Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday   

8.30 a.m. - 5.00 p.m. 
        Wednesday  8.30 a.m. -  1.00 p.m. 
         Saturday     8.30 a.m. - 12.30 p.m. 
       Sunday  Closed 
 

Full range of Post Office services including 
 

Car Tax 
Banking Services for all major banks 

Post your packets and parcels 
Household and DIY, Cards, Stationery, Confectionery,  

Seasonal Clothing and Wild Bird Food 
 

We thank you for your continued support 
 

North Tawton Post Office 
(1837) 82241 

 
 

Help us stay at the heart of the community of North 
Tawton and surrounding area 

 



ROUNDABOUT Page 29 

 
 
 
 
    

   World Book Day at North Tawton Primary School 
 

Last month was International World Book Day. We love celebrating reading at school, so we made it last a week! We had a 
wonderful time sharing our favourite stories, talking about inspiring characters and discussing different authors and their styles 
of writing.  
Children decorated t-shirts with their favourite book characters which many chose to wear for our dress up day.  A huge thanks 
to FONTS for helping to fund this.  
On our dress up day we saw lots of fabulous familiar characters, and some less familiar ones too! These included The Hungry 
Caterpillar as a beautiful butterfly, Mrs. Twit, Willy Wonka, The Pink Crayon, Amelia Earhart (and plane!), Hermione Granger, 
Harry Potter, Little Red Riding Hood, Dolly Parton and of course, lots of Disney princesses and super heroes.  
Each child took home an excellent quality pre-loved book of their choice and a £1 voucher to spend at a bookstore.  
We love to read at North Tawton!  
We look forward to welcoming back our wonderful volunteer readers as soon as covid rates and restrictions allow.  
 

With very best wishes  
Tara Penny, Principal North Tawton Community Primary School 
also known as The Paper Bag - Princess!  

 
 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 



House Building ∙ Extensions ∙ Conservatories 
Barn Conversion · Brick, Block, Stone Work 

Driveway Paviours ∙ Rendering, Plastering ∙ Patios 
Wall & Floor Tiling ∙ Wood Work all fixings  

 

    IAN RICE Builder 
Sunnyridge, Moor View, North  

Devon EX20 2HW 
 

Mob: 0 7 9 6 7 4 1 8 1 1 0 
 

ipricebuilding@gmail.com 
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CARPENTER AND TILER 
 
30 years experience.  Lots of happy customers.  
Fair prices. Free estimates.  
Fast, tidy worker. Reliable. Professionally  
insured. 
Door hanging. Skirting and flooring. Kitchens fitted. 
Repairs. Floor and wall tiling. Wardrobes and  
cupboards made/fitted. 
Photos of my recent work available. 
Contact me, David Hitching, on: 
Land Line: 01837 89109    Mobile: 07871289317 
Email: quince.cottagecrafts@gmail.com 
Please leave contact details and a short  
message for a quick response. 

LINDFIELD PLANTS & EGGS 
CREDITON ROAD, SAMPFORD COURTENAY 

 
OUR OWN FREE RANGE CHICKEN, DUCK & GOOSE 

EGGS, SPRING BEDDING / SOFT FRUIT / SHRUBS 
SPRING BULB POTS & BOWLS, COMPOST 40, 50&75 Lt 

CANES / HORSE POO £1.50 Per Bag 
 

We Accept Credit and Debit Cards 
From Okehampton - Left Hand Side, just after Railway Bridge 
From N.Tawton - Right Hand Side, just before Railway Bridge 

 
LOOK FOR THE LINDFIELD PLANT SIGNS 

01837 880219   07806815558 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The repair café continues to go from strength to strength, and the last two have included very successful seed swaps/
giveaways as well. We repair all kinds of items, from furniture to bicycles, laptops and printers to TVs and small 
household goods (if you can carry it in we will look at it!). We also have a lovely sewing team on hand to fix rips and 
holes, mend seams and even the odd zip! We will look at any item, so if you’re not sure bring it along so that we can 
take a look. 
Our next events are; 
9th April – 10 a.m. to 12.30  
14th May – 10 a.m. to 12.30 – this is part of the national Big Fix event so we want to see as many items brought in as 
possible! 
11th June – 10 a.m. to 12.30 
at the Community Centre on Barton Street.    
                 
For more information go to https://fb.me/NTRepairCafe  
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SAMPFORD COURTENAY & HONEYCHURCH 

FLOWER, PRODUCE & CRAFT SHOW 
 

PROVISIONAL  SCHEDULE 
 

 Saturday 20th August 2022 
      In the SQUARE/VILLAGE GREEN or VILLAGE HALL (TBC) 

 
50p Entry fee for each item entered in following classes. 

VEGETABLES 
Longest Carrot 
Longest Runner Bean 
Heaviest Marrow/Squash 
Heaviest Onion 
Supermarket Reject/Comic Misshaped Vegetable 
Heaviest Potato 
Heaviest Crop from one Seed Potato (Bucket Challenge) including the  
 Peat-free Bucket Challenge (50p Entry fee already paid with your £1 for bucket and seed potato) 
BUCKETS WILL BE DISTRIBUTED ON SAT 26TH MARCH after VILLAGE GREEN WORK PARTY 

      12.30 p.m. 
 

HOMECRAFT 
Photo – Your favourite Jubilee Celebration Photo 
Painting – Portrait of the Queen (any medium) 
Scarecrow Trail – Jubilee or event of past 70 years Theme  (On show from Sat 28th May for Jubilee) 
Door Step planted Floral Container – Red, White and Blue (On show from Sat 28th May) 
Best Decorated House – get your bunting out! 
Limerick – Memorable Event from last 70 years 
Re-cycled/Up-cycled Item – how can we all re-use or re-purpose rather than throwing things away? 

 
FRUIT & FLOWERS 

Tallest Sunflower (Measured at your home) 
Sunflower head with largest diameter (Please bring to the show to be measured) 
Longest stick of Rhubarb    Heaviest Tomato 
Heaviest Apple      Buttonhole or Corsage you could present to the Queen. 
Longest Dock leaf     Longest Stinging Nettle 

 
CHILDREN 

Children’s Plate of Queen of Heart’s Tarts (4) 
Children’s Painting – Portrait of the Queen (any medium) 
Children’s Model of a Royal Palace (made from any medium) 
Children’s Recycled Item – make something new from something old. 
 
START PLANTING AND PLANNING 

 
 

https://fb.me/NTRepairCafe


 The Whiddon Mission Community 
North Tawton, Bondleigh, Sampford Courtenay, Honeychurch  

Chagford, Gidleigh, Throwleigh, Drewsteignton, South Tawton, Spreyton and Hittisleigh,  

TEAM VICAR: North  Tawton   Position Vacant 

TEAM RECTOR: Chagford      Rev’d. Paul Seaton-Burn (01647 432880)    

          The Rectory, Chagford, TQ13 8BW 

ASSISTANT MINISTER: North Tawton     Rev’d. Rita Bullworthy (89168)             ritabullworthy@yahoo.co.uk 

CURATE: Chagford       Rev’d.  Dr. Harriet Every (01647 432402)  

PARISH WORKER: North Tawton     Mr. Wesley Cutler  (07540 127827)      wesleycutler@hotmail.co.uk 

 
 

St. Peter’s North Tawton    Mr. Paul Andrews       (82648)    Mrs. Rhona Bragg     (82343) 
St. James’ Bondleigh Mr. Danny Semorad    (82319)  Mr. Graham Stokes   (82240)                                                                                   
St. Andrew’s Sampford Courtenay  Mr. Malcolm Craig     (880118)  Mrs. Sarah Hanks      (851287)
St. Mary’s Honeychurch Mr. Ray Squire           (851627)  Mr. Richard Weeks    (851269) 

(All numbers are 01837 numbers unless otherwise stated) 
Church web page address: http: //www.stpetersnorthtawton.org.uk/ 
Facebook:     https: //www.facebook.com/stpetersnorthtawton/ 

 
APRIL SERVICES at St. Andrew’s Church 

S a m p f o rd C o u r t e n ay 
 

1st Sunday 9.30 a.m.     Morning Worship 
 

2nd Sunday    9.30 a.m.    Parish Communion 
       BCP 
3rd Sunday 6.00 p.m.     Evensong 
4th Sunday 9.30 a.m.    Parish Communion 
     BCP 
5th Sunday 9.30 a.m.    Parish Communion 

     Common Worship 

 

APRIL SERVICES at St. Peter’s Church 

N o r t h Taw to n 
 

1st Sunday              11 a.m. Informal  
          Communion 
 
2nd Sunday             11 a.m. Morning Worship 
                                 
 
3rd Sunday              11 a.m. Family Service  
            with Communion 
 
4th Sunday              Traditional Communion 
 
      Provision for children at all 11 a.m. services 
     Sunday Club 1st, 2nd, 4th and 5th  Sundays 

 

APRIL SERVICES at St. James’ Church 
B o n d l e i g h 

 
1st Sunday 9.30 a.m. Holy Communion 

 
3rd Sunday 9.30 a.m. Easter Communion 

 

APRIL SERVICE at St. Mary’s 
Church 

H o n eyc h u rc h 
 

April 17th Easter Sunday 
Evensong and Holy Communion 

No service on the first Sunday of the month 

QUAKERS  
Ockment Centre,  

   North Street,  
   Okehampton 

 EX20 1AR  
Sundays at 10.30 

a.m. 
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ORTHODOX CHURCH 
Devon Parish of Holy Prophet Elias 

For details of services contact 
Celia or Martin Olsson (82796)  

North Street Chapel 
Contacts:  Mr. C. Milton 01837 82708   Mr. R. Sampson 07835 033062 

  11 p.m. 6.30 p.m. 

1st Sunday Special service Bible Study 

2nd Sunday Prayer &  
Communion 

Tea & Talk 

3rd Sunday Ministry No service unless  
advertised otherwise 

4th Sunday Prayer &  
Communion 

DVD 

5th Sunday Prayer &  
Communion 

No service unless  
advertised otherwise 

mailto:ritabullworthy@yahoo.co.uk


ANYONE WISHING TO PLACE A COMMERCIAL   

ADVERTISEMENT IN “ROUNDABOUT” IS  

INVITED TO CONTACT THE EDITORS FOR  

DETAILS OF ADVERTISING RATES. 

“Roundabout” is printed by 
Hedgerow Print 

13-14 Meadow Business Park 
Lords Meadow Industrial Estate 

Crediton EX17 1DN 
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POLICE   

PHONE   

 

NORTH TAWTON TOWN  

Bookings: Annette 01837 880054 

Secretary: Lin  01837 880031 

NORTH STREET CHAPEL  
SEWING CLUB 

(also knitting, crochet, cross stitch etc.) 
For further information contact 

                 Charlotte Sampson 07706 942901 or  
  charlotte.sampson22@gmail.com 

March 21st,  4th April 
May 16th 

June 6th and 20th. 
Commencing at 18:30 hours 

 
FROM THE R

          
FUNERAL 
  
     

Devon Sensory Outreach Service  NORTH TAWTON 
YOUTH AND COMMUNITY CENTRE 

   Free, confidential and impartial service for people with 
hearing and or/visual impairment provided by the Sensory 
Team,  Devon County Council. 
 Available on the third Thursday of each month in 
North Tawton Youth and Community Centre, Barton Street. 
  10.30 a.m. and 12 noon. 

Please continue to remember those who need help 
via the Food Bank box in St. Peter’s Church outer
     porch.  
It is accessible there during the day.             
      Thank you. 

 
Pause for Thought 

 
Now let the heavens be joyful, 

And earth her song begin, 
The round world keep high triumph, 

And all that is therein. 
Let all things seen and unseen 
Their notes of gladness blend, 
For Christ the Lord hath risen, 

Our joy that hath no end. 
 
 

Translated from St. John of Damascus c. 750 
 
 

mailto:charlotte.sampson22@gmail.com


 

Angels Hair Salon 
 

Hair in the  Square ·  01837 82430 
 

Modern Unisex Hair Salon 
 

• Official Suppliers of Tigi Hair products 
•        Modern salon with the most up to date  

• Free to join Reward Scheme 

• Cosmetics for sale at below high street prices 

• Exclusive salon hire available for private  
 

Tuesdays  -  Wednesdays  -  Thursdays  -  Fridays 
9 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. 

Saturdays 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

 
11 The Square, North Tawton, EX20 2JD 

   

     Church Flowers & Brass 
 
 

Sampford Courtenay 
 
  
 April    Pam Clayton 
 May    Barbara Smith 
 
 
Honeychurch 
 
  
 April    Karen Squire 
 May    Marilyn Weeks 
 
 
Bondleigh 
 
  
 April 10th   Sheila Thorne 
 April 17th   Easter Flowers 
 April 24th / May 1st Nikki Jourdan 
 May 8th / 15th  Bridget Higgs 
 May 22nd / 29th  Pam Evison 
  
 
 
North Tawton 
   
Flowers 
 
 April 17th / 24th  Easter Flowers 
 May 1st   Easter Flowers 
 May 8th / 15th  Frances Brookes 
 May 22nd / 29th  Hilary Edwards 
 
Brass 

 
April   Monica & Jane Simons 
May    Frances Brookes 
 
 
****************************** 

 
North Tawton 
 
Would anyone be interested in joining the  rota to 
do church flowers? 
We are always interested in having new arrangers 
and you do not need to have experience in flower 
arranging. 
 
 
If you would like to go on the rota please phone           
Sue Gray who will be taking over soon on       
  01837 82464   
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ANDREW THOMPSON CARPENTRY 

 
Fitted Cupboards, Floors, Kitchens 

All General Carpentry 
No job too small 

 
Reliable and Efficient      Free Estimates 

 
The Cottage, Bouchiers Hill, North Tawton 

Tel:  01837 82537  Mobile:  07950 373  
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Now is the time to get your 

chimney swept 
 

For a friendly, clean and efficient 
service call us free on 

 

0800 2982 595 
info@ellissweeps.co.uk 

 

PURE GREEN 
 
For all Estate Maintenance, Construction and  
Repair Requirements. 
Boundaries: Fencing (Stock netting, post and 
rail,  Garden), Hedge laying, Drystone Walling. 
Buildings, Trees and Woodland. 
Farm animal husbandry. 
Reliable service in all rural skills 
No job too small 
Call Ed 07956026511 
puregreenruralservices@hotmail.com 

Sampford Courtenay Village Hall 
 

Available for Meetings, Weddings, Shows 
and Parties 

Recently extended, with a new kitchen, we can 
offer a main hall with stage blocks, separate 
meeting room, vestibule with disabled toilet 

and ample car parking 
Handy location for our historic village and 

church 
Outstanding views 

£7 per hour for either hall; additional £6 per 
hour for use of the kitchen; £13 for one hall 
and the kitchen; £20 for the whole hall;  
wedding rates negotiable according to  
requirements; £5 per vehicle for overnight 
parking; £25 per day for wedding parking 
 

Free wifi 
For more information, please contact  

Joy Tucker 
07749 522996 
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