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 North Tawton, Bondleigh, Sampford Courtenay, Honeychurch - and beyond! 

  

December 2022 / January 2023 
 



                                           
 
 

 
 

 
 

Wall & Floor Tiling         Under Tile Heating 

Waterproof Tanking         Free Quotations 
 
Tel              Mob 07729  460746  

 

C. J. Steer & Sons Ltd 
Funeral Directors 

Est 1969 
 

24 hour Service  
All Facilities 

 
Homefield, Station Road, Bow 

 

Tel: 01363 82414       Mobile: 07785 540248 

  

FORE STREET GARAGE 

( Proprietor: Kevin Hodge) 
Fore Street, North Tawton 

Tel: 01837 82006 

M.O.T. TESTING STATION 
Servicing and Repairs to all makes and models 

Competitive Rates            Fully Qualified Mechanic 
GoodGarageScheme.com 

( Registered Member ) 
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NICHOLS NYMET HOUSE 

 
MANOR HOUSE BED AND BREAKFAST  

& SELF CATERING COTTAGES  
www.devonbedandbreakfast.co.uk  

email mandpgoodman@outlook.com 

Tel 01837 82626 
 

For all your accommodation requirements –  
When family and friends come to stay use us as guest rooms. 

 Peaceful location 1.5 miles from North Tawton 
WITH WONDERFUL VIEWS 

We offer three large bedrooms all with  
en-suite bathrooms including a family suite  

for up to 5.  
Full English Breakfast using finest produce. 

Rates from £45 per person per night –  
Children half price. 

 
Also we can offer Self Catering Cottages available on a 

weekly basis. 
Please see our Trip advisor reviews and Facebook pages. 

 
Weirford House 

in picturesque Sampford Courtenay 
 

Well equipped Garden Barn for self-catering  
or bed and breakfast 

 
Avril Flanagan - 01837 89132 

 
5* ratings on Google.      See our website for details 

 
www.weirfordhouse.co.uk            avril@weirfordhouse.co.uk 

http://www.devonbedandbreakfast.co.uk/
mailto:mandpgoodman@outlook.com
http://www.weirfordhouse.co.uk


From The Rectory  

 
 
Where did the year go? It is already December and 
Christmas is just around the corner.  For many of us 
it is a busy time – presents to buy, rooms to decorate, 
meals to prepare, family to visit, guests to welcome 
and parties to go to.  One of the most stressful things 
I find is buying presents, getting just the right present 
for each person.  Fortunately for me, in recent years 
my wife has decided to buy her own presents and 
leave them in little heaps around my office. I wonder 
where you are with your preparations for the festive 
season? 
 
It can seem like we need to prepare so much so that 
we can have that perfect Christmas. It was like that 
too for God on that very first Christmas.  He had to 
send angels to Mary, to the shepherds in the fields 
and to John the Baptist’s father to invite them to take 
their part.  A census needed to be organised so that 
Mary and Joseph were in the right place.  He had two 
miraculous births to organise, Jesus’ own and his 
cousin too.  Wise men needed prepping and a special 
star needed to be there newly shining brightly just at 
the right time. 
 
Some get frustrated when we see the shops already 
filling their shelves and displays with Christmas 
things in October.  Thinking that Christmas should 
remain special and not last half the year.  However, 
God’s preparations for that first Christmas started 
thousands of years previously.  The first promise 
given by God which pointed to the baby Jesus was in 
the creation story at the very start of the Bible. Then 
through the intervening centuries God slowly 
removed little bits of the wrapping, revealing a little 
bit more about this promised gift.  
 
 

 
 
A gift promised for millennia, a birth stage managed 
with the full resources of heaven and at the centre of 
it a newly born baby in a manger. What was so 
special about this baby that God prepared so 
spectacularly? God wasn't announcing the birth of 
any new baby but of his own Son, the one who was 
God come in human form. One who by his words 
and actions revealed who God was and what he was 
like. But even at this stage, when Jesus was still a 
helpless baby, depending on Mary for everything, we 
discover an amazing and fundamental thing about 
God. That God is not far off, keeping his hands clean 
in heaven, but loves us and this world so much that 
he would give up the glory of heaven to come and 
live with us, eat with us, laugh with us, cry with us, 
even die with us.  
 
God came to earth as the baby Jesus to start a new 
chapter in his relationships with humans.  One of the 
names given to Jesus was ‘Immanuel’ or ‘God is 
with us’.  God still holds out that gift of his loving 
presence with us.  All we need to do is to receive that 
gift from God.   
  
Happy Christmas!  
 
    David Spence 
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13th December  
Christmas Lunch at Bow Garden Centre 

 
Drop in anytime between 10.30 a.m. –12 noon 

in the Mortimer  Room 
St. Peter’s Church 

10th and 24th January 
      For more information contact 
   Carol Flowers 
   01837 851841 
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Roundabout 
 

 is published for the community on  
behalf of the four parish churches of North Tawton,  
Sampford Courtenay, Bondleigh and Honeychurch. 

 
Opinions expressed by contributors are their own 

and are not necessarily endorsed by the Church, by 
the PCC,  

by members of the four churches, or by the Editors. 
 

Contributions should be sent to 
Hilary and Richard Edwards, 

Shellsley, 
Exeter Street, 

      North Tawton, 
EX20 2BZ 

 (tel. 01837 82376) 
 

     E mail: nt.roundabout@gmail.com  
no later than13th of the month before publication  

is required (and earlier, if possible) 
 

New advertisers are always welcome. 
Advertisements can be arranged for shorter periods 

than one year or for single editions. 
 

Visit Roundabout on its own website: 
www.northtawtonroundabout.com 

(There are also links online via the websites of the  
North Tawton Town Council and the  

 Sampford Courtenay Village Council). 
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Please note some changes of days and times  
between December 2022 and January 2023 for 

the 

MOBILE LIBRARY 
 

    THURSDAY monthly  
 

 BELSTONE CORNER    The Beeches 
 No December Service 

 January 19th   15:00 to 15:20 
 

 

         THURSDAY  monthly 
 

 BOW        Village Hall 
 December 8th    14:10 to 14:30   
 January 19th   13:30 to 13:50   
    
   
 THURSDAY  monthly 
 

 SPREYTON  Village Shop 
 December 8th    14:50:15:30  
 January 19th   14:00 to 14:30  
 
 

       FRIDAY  monthly 
  

 NORTH TAWTON     The Square 
 

 No December service 
         January 6th    09:45 to 10.45 
 

BONDLEIGH               Old School 
No December service 

January 6th   13:30 to 14:15 
 
 

 SATURDAY monthly 
 

NORTH TAWTON        The Square 

December 10th    10:00 to 12:00       
 January 21st    10:00 to 12:00
  

  Please check on info@librariesunlimited.org.uk  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you would like to talk to one of the team, 
please contact: 

 
North Tawton 
 Rhona & Ken Bragg    01837 82343  
 Jackie Tye           01837 880479 
   
Sampford Courtenay/Honeychurch   
 Rory Robinson  07811 324154  
 Lynn Robinson  07966477465 
 

Bondleigh  
 Danny Semorad  01837 82319 
 Lin Warre   01837  82089 

 
 
 
 
 
The Guide Christmas Post will be running again 
this year from 1-23rd December. The Post box 
will be in the Chemist in North Tawton. The cost 
will be the same as last year 25p per card.  
Please name and address the cards clearly. 
We deliver to North Tawton, Sampford  
Courtenay and Bondleigh only. The delivery 
boundaries are Stone Cross, Ashridge, Sampford  
Chapple crossroads, Sampford  
Station and De Bathe Moor. We are unable to    
 deliver outside of these areas. 

mailto:nt.roundabout@gmail.com
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Deborah Taylor 
Registered Childminder 

 

 
 

 

 
Churchward 

     Sampford Courtenay 
01837 82743 

 

                       TONY DAY 
 

         Heating and Plumbing 
 

 
Main and LPG Gas 

Gas Safe Registered 

 

01837 83702     07773 966201 

Reg No 191548 

 

Angels Hair Salon 
 

Hair in the  Square ·  01837 82430 
 

Modern Unisex Hair Salon 
 

• Official Suppliers of Tigi Hair products 
•        Modern salon with the most up to date  

• Free to join Reward Scheme 

• Cosmetics for sale at below high street prices 

• Exclusive salon hire available for private  
 

Tuesdays  -  Wednesdays  -  Thursdays  -  Fridays 
9 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. 

Saturdays 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

 
11 The Square, North Tawton, EX20 2JD 

KEVIN RICE 
FULLY QUALIFIED BUILDER & DECORATOR 

With 40 years experience in and around North Tawton. 

 
All aspects of building work from small repairs to 

new builds undertaken by a local tradesman who cares 
about quality and personal service. 

Contact Kevin 

Mobile:  07749 674357       

BROADBURY LANDCARE 
 

All aspects of Garden Maintenance  

and Landscaping 
 

Andrew Barton 07532 216216 
 

Fully Qualified Fully Insured 
Free Estimates 

  

   
Older Property Building Surveys 

• Thatched or slate properties built of Cob or Stone. 

• Custom Thatched Roof Surveys. 

• Weekend "Hands on" Thatching Courses. 
 

Master Thatcher and Residential Property Surveyor 
www.thatchedhomeinspector.co.uk                
Ring Charles on  01647 231 706 or 

07771512670 
Holland Park Farm, South Tawton, 

Okehampton. EX20 2PP 



Page 7 ROUNDABOUT 

Christmas Coffee Morning  
 

at St. James' Church - Bondleigh 
Saturday, 17th December at 10.30a.m. 

Come along to our beautifully decorated Church and catch up 
with friends and neighbours whilst enjoying a coffee and  

mince pie. 
Hazel and Sonia will be selling a variety of Christmas floral  

decorations for your table, door etc. 
There will also be a cake stall and the Church Wardens'  

bric-a-brac stall offering a variety of delightful goodies to tempt 
you. 

Lin will be running her Christmas draw, with lots of prizes to be 
won!! 

We look forward to seeing you all.                St. James' PCC 

North Street Chapel 
 

Tea & Praise 
Please join us for our Tea and Praise service 

on Sunday 15th January at 3p.m.with the   
Iddesleigh Singers  

North Street Chapel 
 

Please join us for our Christmas Carol Service 
on 18th December at 3p.m. 
Refreshments to follow.   

December  Services & events  at Sampford Courtenay 
4th December 9.30a.m. Morning Worship Christingle Service 

11th December 9.30a.m. Parish Communion 
Wed. 14th December 10 - 11.30a.m .Wrinkly Ringers Bell Ringing 

18th December 6.30p.m. Candlelit Carol Service 
Wed. 21st December 7p.m. Carol singing in the Square and lighting the Christmas tree 

25th December 9.30a.m. Christmas Day Communion 
Sat. 31st December 11.45p.m. Village Square Ringing out the Old year and in the New. 
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For experienced, 
local advice you can trust 
T. 01837 52379 
www.peterslaw.co.uk 

1 West Street, Okehampton  

 

 

WINDOWS-DOORS-CONSERVATORIES-JOINERY 

(Covering the whole of Devon) 

HIGH QUALITY PRODUCTS BACKED UP BY OVER 25 YEARS 

EXPERIENCE HELPING CUSTOMERS TO IMPROVE THEIR 

HOMES 

Why not give them a call to see what they can do for you 

and your property........ 

01837 54019 or enquiries@okehamptonglass.com 

www.okehamptonglass.com 

 

 



 
 
Clock Tower Roof Collapse 
The Council has approved a contractor to dismantle the roof and place all materials in safe storage, in accordance 
with the Conservation Officers instructions.  This should take place imminently.  Quotes are being obtained to 
rebuild the roof in accordance with the building survey and conservation officer instructions. 
 
Warm Space and Community Fridge/Larder 
Wearable blankets and hot water bottles are free to North Tawton residents who are struggling to keep warm and 
can be collected from the Pharrmacy in North Tawton. 
A daily low-cost hot meal is available from Jens Café, (deliveries also available) 01837 880366.  Warm yourself 
by the fire in the Fountain Pub and read the paper/bring a book (no purchase necessary).  Low-cost meals will also 
be available – contact the Fountain to find out more. 01837 880385.  Free Slow Cooker lessons in the Rugby Club 
– contact Sarah 01837 82704 
Community Fridge and larder now up and running from the Merry Go Round, 6 Market Street, free to all, help 
yourself – take what you need, leave what you don’t and please donate usable food items (including pet supplies) 
to help residents 
 
Fuel, Energy & Bills allowances 
If you are in receipt of Government financial assistance this winter and do not need it, please consider donating it 
to the Warm Space Fund for North Tawton – any donations will only be used for this purpose and can be  
anonymous.  Separate accounts will be kept for inspection.  Payment can be made to North Tawton Town Council 
by cheque or BAC’s – Unity Trust Bank, a/c 20387318 sort code 60-83-01 
 
Memorial Park Shelter 
Following installation of the concrete base, the new shelter will be installed beginning of December.  
 
Electric Vehicle Charging North Tawton 
The Council is liaising with DCC regarding the provision of on-street charge points and we are investigating  
viable options to install EV charge points in our carpark.  The Council is also investigating ‘Co-Charger’ scheme 
(www.Co-Charger.com) where private householders with a charging point can rent out their parking space and 
vehicle charging point to EV drivers with no charging facility of their own. ‘Hosts’ who have registered with Co-
Charger as being willing to provide charging facilities can set their own terms and conditions, together with the 
price, generally per hour, although Co-Charger provides some guidance on this (and takes a 12% commission).  
If you would like more information or wish to register your interest in a Co-Charger scheme, please contact the 
Town Clerk. 
 
Dog Mess 
There have been recent incidents of persons allowing their dogs to foul in the Memorial Park and within the  
Children’s play area.  This is a significant health hazard.  Please clean up after your pet.  The area is being  
monitored and any persons failing to clear up after their pet anywhere in the parish, or entering areas where dogs 
are not permitted will be reported to the Dog Warden for further action to be taken which could be a financial 
fixed penalty. 
 
Council meetings 
Please come along to our council meetings.  If you would like to address the council on a matter, please contact 
the Clerk at least 7 days before the meeting to request a slot in the Public Forum, otherwise, we have a brief  
period during each meeting when members of the public can address the Council on matters from the agenda.  The 
Council makes decisions on matters that affect the parish of North Tawton.  The best way to be kept informed on 
what is happening in your town, and have a say, is to attend our meetings. 
 
Next Meeting Tuesday 6th December 2022, 7.30 p.m. at North Tawton Community Centre. 
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NORTH TAWTON TOWN COUNCIL 
Town Clerk:  Melanie Bickell 

 
14A The Square 

North Tawton  
EX20 2EP 

Tel: 01837 880121 
e-mail: townclerk@northtawtontowncouncil.gov.uk 
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M C Poole Contractors                   Digger hire with driver 

Most work undertaken.    General drainage and Ground Work 

CITB 
Tel: 01837 83130        Mobile: 07970 653827 

 
 
 
 
 

Dedicated teams of farm and companion animal vets. 
North Tawton        01837 82327 

  Okehampton          01837 658777 
  Hatherleigh          01837 810455 

www.northparkvets.co.uk 
      Farm: Emergency, routine, herd health, small holders. 

Pets: Vaccinations, neutering, nurse clinics, x-ray and operation 
facilities in all surgeries. 

Tel: 01837 82271           W J Morris & Sons 
                         

 ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS & CON-
TRACTORS      Established 1953 

 
                     Timber Yard, Sampford Courtenay 

                                    Okehampton EX20 2TB 
 
FARM, DOMESTIC & INDUSTRIAL INSTALLATIONS,  
EMERGENCY LIGHTING, FIRE & SECURITY ALARMS  



 

North Tawton Afternoon W.I. 
 

Ramblings of a North Tawton W.I. Member 
 
Definition of ‘to glance’? ‘To take a brief or hurried look’. It could also mean ‘to hit something at an 
angle and bounce off obliquely’. (I’m sure he didn’t mean that did he?) Flicking through the Novem-
ber edition of Roundabout I was dismayed to read that Danny Semorad had ‘glanced’ at the W.I. 
Ramblings. Did he pour over every word? Did he read each paragraph at a leisurely pace not wanting 
to miss a single syllable? No. He ‘glanced’ at it. Definition of ‘disconsolate’? To be very unhappy 
and unable to be comforted. That’s me. 
Jenny Reynolds was here to tell us about Ripple Effect – and the first thing to be aware of was the 
charity’s change of name. It had previously been called ‘Send a Cow’ but this was causing increasing 
confusion, as they were continually having to explain that they didn’t actually send cows, but instead 
aimed to provide a range of sustainable anti-poverty solutions, that could eventually transform the 
lives of the farming families that they worked alongside. Ripple Effect currently has programmes in 
Ethiopia, Kenya, Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi and Zambia – parts of rural Africa where there is  
extreme poverty. Their work involves bringing farmers together with community trainers and  
experienced peer farmers to share ideas and to learn new skills. The focus is on practical approaches 
that will help them to learn more, grow more and then sell more, helping them to invest in their farms 
and their families’ futures. Every farmer they work with will directly benefit three more – hence the 
Ripple Effect. Jenny went on to explain that the majority of people they work with are women and 
girls as they carry most of the responsibility for domestic tasks – 65 per cent of the people they work 
with are women, and 50 per cent of these are widows. To date, they have reached 2.5 million people 
and their aim is to reach 5 million by 2030. Examples of skills to be learnt include how to compost, 
how to build a small but productive garden, how to make a hygienic drying rack and a fuel saving 
stove, and how to make a ‘tip tap’ – a water tap that pours out just enough water to wash your hands. 
They can also learn money management, saving and credit skills, business skills and how to form 
small co-operatives. Jenny had some examples of farmers the programme has helped, including  
Aderi – who now grows much bigger and better bananas, and Caroline – whose field of nutritious 
cassava crops has replaced what were once unproductive shrubs. Real examples of how this charity 
has helped transform difficult lives into productive and fulfilling ones. 
It's time. The anticipation is palpable. Husband is almost giddy with excitement. The thought of 
Christmas shopping is beyond thrilling and he is desperate to tramp the streets looking for the perfect 
present(s).  Good job I’ve saved him a seat on our W.I. coach trip to Clarks Village, in Street, that 
has ‘Over 90 Designer and High Street Brands’. I’ve just told him that he’s coming with us. His face 
has taken on this slightly pale/mottled/terrified appearance. I think he’s looking forward to it. It will 
give him a break from obsessing over the weather station. If there are any other ‘husbands’ out there 
who are desperate to share in his giddy excitement, please let me know. I can reserve a seat just for 
you. 
Go on – you know you want to.                Happy Christmas.                                       
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THANK YOU 
 

The North Tawton  Royal British Legion would like to thank 
all the local businesses  and people who supported the coffee 
morning on 12th November at the Town Hall.  
We raised £195.    

Honeychurch Church Quiz is back! 
 

Friday 27th January 2023 at 7.30 p.m. 
£6 per person. Teams up to 5 people.  

Includes cheese and biscuits. 
Drinks will be available. 

To book a team please ring 01837 851269 or 
email rmweeks007@gmail.com  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SAMPFORD COURTENAY  
CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 

 
RAFFLE * FANCY GOODS * TOMBOLA * 

CHRISTMAS CRAFTS * CAKES 
 

IN THE CHURCH ROOMS 
SATURDAY 3rd DECEMBER 

2—4 p.m. 
Donations to stalls gratefully received 
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Robinson Plant Ltd 
www.robinsonplant.co.uk 

 

A family firm with over 30 years  
experience 

 

All aspects of earthworks, ground works 
and hard landscaping including: 

 

Site Excavation 
Concreting and Driveways 

Stone Walling 
Paving and Patios 

Brickwork and Block work 
Foundations and Ground works  

Land Drainage and Ponds  
 

Office: 01837 89065 
Mobile: 07909 998945 

 Email: alec@robinsonplant.co.uk  

http://www.robinsonplant.co.uk
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OKEHAMPTON AND DISTRICT LOCAL HISTORY 
SOCIETY 

 
OUR NEXT MEETING 

 
WEDNESDAY 14th  DECEMBER At 7.30 p.m. 

at THE OCKMENT CENTRE,  NORTH STREET, 
OKEHAMPTON 

 
“THOMAS EDISON  - THE FIRST CHRISTMAS 

RECORDS” 
    Keith Badman lives in North Tawton and has many 
years of experience restoring early sound equipment. 

    His talk will be illustrated by recordings on wax and 
shellac played on equipment over 100 years old. 

    Mince pies and warming refreshment  
will be available.   

Guests are welcome for  £3 

 
 
  
   
 
 
 
The Den Brook Community Fund invites local Charities, Community Groups and Not-for-Profit 
organisations to apply for grants to assist with the implementation of Capital Projects. 
 
The deadline for receipt of applications for this “round” of funding is 31st January 2023 and as a guide for applicant  
organisations, it is envisaged that approximately £29,000 will be available for allocation by the late winter period and the 
amounts available to each parish are likely to be –  
Bow - £45.00 
North Tawton - £9,650.00 
South Tawton - £4,400.00 
Spreyton -£10,825.00 
Zeal Monachorum - £4,365.00 
 
The amount available this time is lower than before – the balances in the fund reflecting significant investments of over 
£50,000 in local community projects over the last twelve months as well as a further £12,200.00 the fund has agreed to 
provide for “pump-priming” two other significant projects where “match-funding” initiatives are already underway. 
 
An “Easy Guide”, Full Terms and Conditions and the Application Form are available by e-mail from  
denbrookcommunityfund@gmail.com or from North Tawton Town Council Office, 14a The Square North Tawton EX20 
2EP 
 

  

 Den Brook 

 Community 

 Fund 

  

ROUNDABOUT DEADLINE:  
Community News, Articles, and Events are published (free of charge) in any edition, but must  be 
received by the Editors no later than the 13th of the month before publication. 

COFFEE AND CAROLS    
SATURDAY 3rd DECEMBER 

 
Drop in and join Okehampton Choral Society for a 
‘Coffee and Carols’ morning 10 a.m,- noon in All 
Saints Church Hall (in Market Street, Okehampton)
and get your festive season off to a good start. 
   Join in with some of our best known carols or just 
   enjoy listening. 
Admission £1.50 to include coffee or tea and light  

   refreshments.    

Proceeds to be shared with Okehampton’s Christmas 

   Lights fund. 
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Sampford Courtenay Environment and Sustainability (SCEnSus)  
 

 

December and January Seasonal Challenge  
As I write this the COP27 Global Climate Change Conference is happening … and we should all be asking 
‘What difference will it make?’. One thing is for sure – any real differences will only be made as a result 
of every individual doing what is best for the environment. 
As we get closer to the end of 2022 and think about starting 2023 we can reflect on our lifestyles and the 
decisions we make that affect the environment. Christmas is an ideal time to show how sustainable,  
natural materials can be used to decorate our homes rather than buying and using bright and shiny  
creations that have travelled halfway around the world not to mention using precious resources to  
create them. Home-made or home-grown produce in ‘goody bags’ are likely to be more welcome  
presents for many relatives and friends than many less sustainable and ‘high-cost’ alternatives 
(particularly if they contain plastic) …. and could well lead to some lively discussions about climate issues! 
After Christmas, we can compost any organic materials that we’ve used – even the wrapping paper if 
we’ve chosen wisely in the first place. Christmas trees can be ‘recycled’ as goat-fodder… look out for the 
information about Sampford Courtenay collection arrangements in the New Year. 
Talking of the 2023, lets think about what we can do to help the environmental situation as we set our 
own New Year’s resolutions.  
We wish you all an ‘eco-Christmas’ and a sustainable New Year! 
Marion Pratt 
ClerkSCPC@gmail.com           

 
 
 
 
 
       FOR UKRAINE 
 

 Sunday 23rd February at 3 p.m. 
 
 St. Peter’s Church, North Tawton 
 
    An afternoon with the  
 

 Bondleigh Barn Band 
 
      (more like an orchestra with  
            forty instrumentalists!) 
 
 Relax to enjoy an afternoon of music-making 
from a wide variety of styles and times.  Join in       
if you wish and come prepared to smile! 
 

  Admission    Free 
 
    With a retiring collection for Ukraine 
 

mailto:ClerkSCPC@gmail.com
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New Yoga class coming to  
Sampford CourtenayVillage Hall 

Tuesday evenings 6 - 7.30 p.m. 
 

North Tawton Bowls Club 
Tuesday mornings 10.30 p.m. - 12 noon 

£10 per session, starting Tuesday 20th September 
 

Have you tried yoga before and thought oh that’s not for me?  
Or, I’m not bendy enough? Or  I’m too old…stop right 

there….. 
You can start yoga at any age, any ability. I didn't start until I 

was 39 and have been teaching for nearly 20 years.  There will 
always be some postures that I cannot do, we are all unique, but 
for me, that’s not the true aim of yoga.  We are living in a busy 
world again, so by having some space and time just for you, we 

can remember how to work with the breath to regain some 
strength and increase our flexibility and have some time to rest 

and relax, you are looking after yourself, which is so very  
important for our physical and mental health. 

My style of teaching has been described as varied (no two clas-
ses are the same), adaptable (suits everyone, lots of variations  

depending on abilities) and most of all fun (takes more muscles 
to smile than frown). 

For more information or to book a place, please contact me  on 
sarah@sarahsyoga.co.uk 

01837 849110 / 07592 377028 
To find out more about Sarah’s Yoga visit 

www.sarahsyoga.co.uk 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
             

North Tawton Repair Café is really pleased to let 
you know that we are still holding our monthly event 
so please start hunting out your broken items for us 
to fix! Did you know that you don’t have to have 
anything to fix in order to come along? We will be 
open on the dates below, and always have hot drinks 
available, so please just pop along for a cuppa and a 
chat – we love meeting new people! 
 
3rd December  –  10 a.m. to 12.30 p.m.  
 
At the Community Centre, Barton Street, North 
Tawton, EX20 2HN. 
 

For more information go to  
https://fb.me/NTRepairCafe  

There will be no repair café in January, but we will 
be back in February as normal. 
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The Sampford Courtenay Novel Writers  
Invite you to join us every first Tuesday of the month at The New Inn, 
Sampford Courtenay, at 11 a.m..  
(no meetings in January and August)   

Lunch and coffee are available. A great place to embark on your first novel.  
Come and meet the authors. We specialise in helping new writers to get started.  
Do you have a novel waiting to be written? Not sure how to proceed?  
Writing can be therapeutic and enjoyable.   
Our group welcomes new members, and it’s all free. 

Email: lin.treadgold@yahoo.co.uk 

The Guides have their  
Christmas Coffee Morning  

on 3rd December in the Town Hall  
from 10 a.m.  

All the usual stalls - homemade cakes, hampers, draw, 
Christmas stall, tombola, toy draw,  marmalade.  

There are a few table tops available at £5 but no food 
stalls, please contact 

Jane on 89160 to book. 
Proceeds for Guide funds. 

Saturday 17th December  
from 10am  

in the Town Hall 
 the Football Club  

have their Christmas Coffee morning with a visit 
from Father Christmas from 10.30 a.m.  

There are table tops available but they must be 
booked in advance and no food stalls, contact 89160 

to book.  
All proceeds for Football Club funds. 

The Guides are having their annual pre-Christmas 
Body Shop Party  

on Wednesday 23rd November from 7 p.m. in the 
Mortimer Room, St. Peter’s Church. 

 
Lots of Christmas offers.  

Please come along and have a browse and a cup of 
tea !!  

 
The Football Club  

is having a general knowledge quiz  
in the Town Hall on Saturday 28th January 2023,  

starting at 7.30 p.m.  
 

Maximum of 6 per team, cost £2 per person.  
Refreshments, draw and licensed bar.  

Proceeds for Football Club funds. 

 'Illuminate' 
 

a play to be performed at Crediton Arts Centre  
on 9th December at 7.30 p..m. 

and 10th December at 2.30 p.m. and 7.30 p.m. 
 

" 'Illuminate' is a contemporary play based in Mid Devon 
where the moon, music and poetry illuminate the landscape 
that you thought you walked alone in. There is reference to 
Ted Hughes and Sylvia Plath of Court Green, North Tawton, 
whose poetry was inspired and stimulated by their  
    environment.  
The lives of Chloe, Dan and Mark are brought together  
delicately and unexpectedly in an intriguing story full of  
  surprises and echoes from the past." 
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Barzotelli Gelato 
 

12 The Square 
North Tawton  

EX20 2EP  
 

07548 681297  
 

Opening hours  
 Tuesday noon - 5 p.m.  
 Friday noon - 5 p.m.  
 Saturday 11 a.m - 5 p.m.      
 Sunday 1 - 4 p.m. 
  -Crepes are back available with a selection  
  of toppings including savoury  
 -added seating so customers can eat in  
 -lots of seasonal menu additions  
 -Cafe Space available for private hire for  
  special occasions  
       -Look out for any additional opening hours  

 
barzotelligelato.co.uk 

or 
https://www.facebook.com/lucyfaybarzotelli 

  



 

Exbourne, Sampford Courtenay & Jacobstowe 
W.I.  
 
A well attended meeting was held on Tuesday  
November 8th in Exbourne Village Hall.    The  
President welcomed everyone and Jerusalem was 
sung.    
The speaker was Sue Leech, who held a workshop for  
members to make Christmas Decorations.   Some  
fabulous decorations were made and she was thanked 
by Gwyneth Leonard.   
After refreshments the business was attended to. 
Dates were given about Beauty and Pampering Days, 
NFWI Annual meeting and the County Quiz.   
A shrub which was planted outside the village hall for 
the Queen's Diamond Jubilee had died and after talks 
with the village hall committee, a new one will be 
planted to commemorate the Coronation of King 
Charles.    
The next Walk is on the Granite Way, walking to  
Lydford and back from Bridestowe Station, on Friday 
November 25th The final arrangements were made for 
the Christmas Party on December 13th, which will 
begin at 12 noon with a Bring and Share Lunch.    
The winner of FOM was Margaret Hawkins and 
Shirley Reddaway won first prize for her hand made 
Christmas Decoration.  
       Margaret 
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Sampford Courtenay Advent Window  
Trail is back for 2022 

You can download a map from our Website  
and see if you can spot a new window/garden  



 
 
NORTH TAWTON 
 RUGBY 
FOOTBALL CLUB 
 The Clubhouse is  

available to HIRE for  

PRIVATE FUNCTIONS

Competitive Rates 

Ample Parking 

Now with free wifi  

 

  ALL EVENTS CATERED FOR 
 

 Call  
 SARAH on     7     

 
Taw Va l l ey Dental Care 

 
56 Fore Street 
North Tawton 

EX20 2DT 
 

Telephone: 01837 880096 
 

Oral Health Accessible to All 
 

WHITEGATES JOINERY 

BESPOKE JOINERY SPECIALISTS 

KITCHENS, STAIRS, DOORS, SLIDING SASH WINDOWS, 

CONSERVATION WORK 
FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE CALL ROGER 

01837 851720 / 07887731197 

EMAIL whitegates05@yahoo.com 
                                 Practical Wood Working Lessons Available 

ROUNDABOUT Page 20 
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The North Tawton Town Council asks us to pass on the information below: 
Winter – Help & Advice are available 
 
Citizens Advice – 03444 111444 – can offer advise on paying your bills this winter and where to get  
financial help. 
Help for Households – www.helpforhouseholds.campaign.gov.uk – Household support fund funding to help 
residents who are struggling to afford to pay for their gas, electricity or water usage, buy food or other  
essential items. 
West Devon Borough Council – www.westdoven.gov.uk/support-directory - Income Support, Energy bills, 
household costs, transport costs, council tax. 
Fuel, Energy & Bills - If you’re in dept to your energy supplier, you might be able to get a grant from a char-
itable trust to help pay it off. 
Energy pre-payment meters - Citizens Advice Devon – is managing an Energy Relief scheme for those us-
ing pre-payment meters and who are struggling to meet their energy needs. 
British Gas Energy Trust – offers grants and schemes that are open to anyone – you don’t have to be a  
customer. 
Scottish Power Hardship Fund – offers grants for customers. 
Ovo Debt and anergy assistance – offers grants for customers. 
E.on Energy Fund – offers grants for customers. 
EDF Energy Customer Support Fund – offers grants for customers. 
Bulb Energy Fund – offers grants for customers. 
WaterSure – scheme which helps some people with their water bills – to apply you must be receiving  
benefits and need to use a lot of water for either medical reasons or because your household has a number of 
school-age children. 
Social Broadband and Phone Tariffs – can provide a safety net for customers who might be struggling to 
afford their broadband or phone services – Ofgem have produced a list of broadband and mobile services for 
which you may be eligible. 
Western Power Priority Services Register – Vulnerable residents can join to get extra support.  This is a  
service for anyone who is pensionable age, disabled, has children under 5 years old or relies on medical 
equipment. 
Warm House Discount Scheme – Government scheme that obligates the largest energy suppliers to credit 
£140 discount onto the electricity bills of certain low income households. 
The cold weather payment – is intended to help you pay for extra heating costs when its very cold.  You’ll 
get a payment each time the temperature drops below a specific temperature for a set period. 
Winter Fuel payment – If you were born before 26 September 1955, you could get between £100 and £300 
to help you pay your heating bills.  You will get this winter fuel payment automatically if you are eligible.  
AgeUK – can provide advice for older people on preparing for Winter. 
Turn2us – National Charity providing practical support to people struggling financially 

THE ART BOX – January 2023 
 

In association with Ruth Smith Gallery and Red Mud Arts. If you would like to contribute, contact Ruth on 
07810590954 or at ruth@ruthsmithgallery.co.uk 
 

WHY DO WE NEED CONTEMPORARY ART? 
 

It’s easy to think that art is periphery, an unnecessary luxury, that it is unhelpful, it doesn’t do anything, and that it’s a downright  
waste of money. Consciously or subconsciously this seemingly logical conclusion is reached by many, but here’s what they miss: 
 

Art is ‘useful’ on many levels. It unites, it mobilises, it inspires, it documents, it questions, it critiques. However, I would go  
further to say that art is necessary, and it is necessary precisely because it is unnecessary. Call me a dreamer, but is there not  
more to life than keeping warm, dry and fed? If that makes you suspicious of me sounding like an overly comfortable slug,  
unsympathetic to those who are only just holding on, then consider how the greatest art movements have been born out of the  
deepest struggles. Maybe this shows how much more important art is in times of dire need, and less meaningful to those who  
have it all. Art plugs us into what it is to be human and creates a space in which to share the full breadth of this experience.  
The gallery Aleph Contemporary’s homage to the writer, bell hooks, at London Art Fair this year pondered how the subjective 
realm of feeling is a universal language shared by all. Being human is so much more than survival and the accumulation of  
possessions. It is about experiences of joy, connection, love, sorrow, peace, fear, anger and compassion. 
 

Contemporary Art is an expression of this human experience in relation to the here and now. It breaks through utilitarian biases  
and connects us in an open and free-thinking way to the present, involving us in a dialogue in which we can partake. This makes  
it empowering and therefore dangerous to power structures. It is no wonder that authoritarian regimes have historically clamped  
down on ‘degenerate’ art. Art is a protest against this and proclaims freedom. 
 

Contemporary Art is relevant, current, exciting, important and engages us in what it is to be human now. We make history, which 
is why we must participate in the present. 
- Ruth Helen Smith, June 2022.  

An article written originally by Ruth for Aleph Contemporary in the summer. 

http://www.helpforhouseholds.campaign.gov.uk
http://www.westdoven.gov.uk/support-directory
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     Osborne 
   Aerials & Satellite 
   City & Guilds NVQ 
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Aerial Upgrades ∙ All aspects of Installation and 

Discreet Installation ∙ Extra TV Points ∙ Existing Aerial 

SM Plumbing & Heating 
Stuart  

 
Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

 

Contact me on 
07738 759606  or  01837 880067 

 
No.519960         stuartmoffat2@h otmail.com 

4, Park Houses, North Tawton 

 EX20 2DX 
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A friendly, family run company aiming to provide a range 
of high quality arboricultural services to our Customers’ 
trees. 
 
 

Services include: 

Tree removals/ dismantles 
Tree pruning, reductions, thinning, shaping and dead wood  
removal 
Hedge trimming 
Stump grinding 
Tree planting 

 

All work is insured to £5 million, complies with  
relevant British standards and is carried out by  
appropriately trained and equipped professional  
arborists  
CALL NOW for friendly, professional advice and to  
arrange a FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE  
TEL: 07398268877 
EMAIL: adamofedentrees@gmail.com 
Check us out on Facebook and Instagram: 
@adamofedentrees 

 
 
  
 

 
The Pet Care Guardian 

  We care, watch over & protect 

 

PROFESSIONAL ANIMAL CARE 

 

 If you’re out for the day, long day 
 at work, away for a while or 

convalescing, then let 
The Pet Care Guardian 
take care of your pets 

Dog Walking - Pet Sitting 
 

www.thepetcareguardian.co.uk 
Contact Rebecca Murray 

07729 172508 
rhm.murray5@gmail.com 

 

Ladies who lunch 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meet at the New Inn 

Sampford Courtenay 

at 12.30 p.m. on the 

fourth Wednesday of the month 

(unless otherwise advised) 

 

For more information or to book ring: 

Jackie Mardon      01837 748116 

Debbie Manton, the New Inn 01837 82247 

mailto:stuartmoffat2@hotmail.com


 
   News  from Sampford Courtenay Parish Council 

 
Full minutes can be viewed on our website  www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk  where any useful links are 
live.  Plus check out our new FACEBOOK Page. Like and Share to help us spread S.C.P.C. news. 
 
SEAMOOR LOTTO – Sampford Courtenay Parish Council has registered as one of the charities which will benefit 
from the new Lotto run by W.D.B.C..  If you have not bought your ticket yet, please sign up at  

https://www.seamoorlotto.co.uk/support/sampford-courtenay-parish-council  
 

SCPC –on Tues 2nd Nov held their normal monthly meeting with 6 councillors, & 1 member of the 

public. 

Open Meeting – 18th October was very informative. For those unable to attend you can view the  

 annotated slide presentation on our Website -  

 https://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/parish-council-minutes-agendas  

Future Communication with Parishioners – periodically through the year SCPC issue newsletters, 

there is a financial cost of printing 300 copies each time, plus postage to the outlying properties. 

Plus, the environmental cost of printing copies that are not required. SCPC currently have 500 + 

followers on Face Book and 175 signed up to receive the regular Website emails.  

 
 

SCEnSus  - 

Oct 21st – Recycle Fashion Show – Very well received and supported with almost £500 raised from 

the 2 events. Thank you to all who helped and supported. 

Oct 22nd – SCEnSus Coffee Morning – as above – SCPC received a letter of appreciation from MP 

Mel Stride. SCEnSus will hope to repeat this event next year. 

Devon Wildlife Trust – offer of Landmark Tree for the parish. +  possible free trees for parishioners 

at an event at Nature Reserve in Meeth on 26th November. More details can be found here 

https://www.devonwildlifetrust.org/events/2022-11-26-saving-devons-treescapes-open-day  

PUDSEY RAMBLE - Countryfile Children in Need Ramble – £100 was raised for Children in Need. 

Thank you to all who supported this event and hope you all glimpsed the brief photo of our  

 ramblers on Countryfile on Sunday 6th November. 

Operation Snap - Operation Snap is a secure online facility which allows submissions of video and 

photographic evidence relating to driving incidents that members of the public have witnessed. 

Produced with the support of the Department for Transport. More details can be found here 

https://www.devon-cornwall.police.uk/contact/contact-forms/operation-snap-dashcam-footage/  

Headcam footage from pedestrians, horse riders and cyclists are also permissible. 

 
Emergency Numbers & Contact Details – are now available in a handy Parish Directory which can 

be downloaded from the Website https://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/information-leaflets-links 

GET SCPC & PARISH NEWS DIRECT TO YOUR INBOX - the best way to keep up to date is to sign up for emails 
via Julie and the Website. 
 

Please contact SCPC Clerk – Marion Pratt at SCPCClerk@aol.com or on 01837 82285 if you would like 

to raise any issues.  Even better, come along to a meeting.  

 Next meeting     Wednesday 7th December 7.30 p.m..  

 

PLEASE REGISTER IF YOU STILL WISH TO RECEIVE PRINTED COPIES OF NEWSLETTERS 

It was agreed at the meeting that parishioners who would still like to receive printed copies of SCPC Newsletters register with the Clerk to 

prevent further financial and environmental waste. 

Communications issued via Web email list and Facebook It was agreed unanimously that if any group or business had information  

 relevant, and of benefit to Sampford Courtenay parishioners, they are invited to send a copy to the Clerk or Website Administrator for 

publication via Facebook and the Web email list. 
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FOR MORE INFO PLEASE CALL MARTIN ON 07817464420  

PARISH@BTINTERNET.COM                       FACEBOOK LOCAL LOGS                        WWW.LOCALLOGS.NET 
 
 

TRUCK LOAD     £110 
(1 m3) 
DOUBLE LOAD  £200 
(2 m3) 
TRAILER LOAD £320 
(4 m3) 

 
KINDLING            £5.00 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
COVERING ALL EXCAVATIONS AND GROUNDWORKS 

BOTH LARGE AND SMALL PROJECTS AT COMPETETIVE PRICES 
FULLY INSURED 

HEDGETRIMMIMG & FLAIL TOPPING 
TREE SHEAR WORK & FENCING 
CALL MARTIN ON 07817464420 

   EMAIL: PARISH@BTINTERNET.COM                  WWW.MPCONTRACTS.CO.UK 
FACEBOOK: MARTIN PARISH CONTRACTING 

 



Sampford Courtenay Flower Club 
 

12th December 2022 
 

“Amongst Ourselves” 
 Christmas Workshop 

 
9th January 2023 

Club Lunch at Tom Cobley, Spreyton 
 

Sampford Courtenay Village Hall 
For more information contact the Chairman,  

Nancy Passmore on 01837 54849 

 

Sampford Courtenay Parish Website: 
 
http://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/ 
 

The website is managed by Julie Carpenter who can be 
contacted on  

juliec2911@hotmail.co.uk 
or  

admin@sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk 
or by phone: 

 

READING GROUP 
 

Normally meets on the last Tuesday  
of the MONTH 

7.30 p.m. AT THE NEW INN 
 

 for further information or to join 
contact Ann Palmer  
phone 01837851659 

on annpalmer@lineone.net   

 

Little Seedlings                  
Playgroup 

 
North Tawton Primary  

School Hall 
Every Tuesday during  

term-time 
9 – 11 a.m. 

For babies & toddlers 0 – 4 yrs 
Admission £2 per family  

payable at the door 
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SAMPFORD COURTENAY VILLAGE HALL 
 FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 
 
REGULAR ACTIVITIES:- 
  
PILATES           Monday  9.30 to 10.30 a.m. 
 
YOGA CLASSES         Tuesday 6 to 7.30 p.m.     
 
TAP DANCING            Thursday 11 a.m. to 12 noon 
 
TABLE TENNIS            Weekly - 
          ring 01837 851659 for details 
 
FLOWER CLUB    2nd Monday of every  
         month 2.30 p.m.   
 
CRAFT & CHAT             2nd & 4th  Thursday of  
        every month 3.15 to 4.45 p.m. 
 
OTHER DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:- 
 
 
Exbourne Choir  
Festive Concert          Saturday 10th December  
     7 p.m. for 7.30 start 
 
Film night  
Operation Mincemeat    Friday 20th January  
    7 p.m. for 7.30 p.m. start   
. 
Please see separate adverts or visit the parish website/
facebook for more details on all of these events  
www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk 
 
   
 

Bondleigh Rainfall 
 
October started quite dry and warm,  
gradually getting wetter as the month  
progressed. Although it stayed warm 
throughout. From mid month it rained on 
most days, albeit small amounts in most 
cases.  
The total rainfall was 95.8mm compared to 
144.6mm in October 2021 
 
         Danny Semorad  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sampford Courtenay Tree Lighting  
and Carol Singing 

in the Square 
Wednesday 21st December 7pm 

Please come and join us! 

http://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/
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Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday   

8.30 a.m. - 5.00 p.m. 
        Wednesday  8.30 a.m. -  1.00 p.m. 
         Saturday     8.30 a.m. - 12.30 p.m. 
       Sunday  Closed 
 

Full range of Post Office services including 
 

Car Tax 
Banking Services for all major banks 

Post your packets and parcels 
Household and DIY, Cards, Stationery, Confectionery,  

Seasonal Clothing and Wild Bird Food 
 

We thank you for your continued support 
 

North Tawton Post Office 
(1837) 82241 

 
 

Help us stay at the heart of the community of North 
Tawton and surrounding area 
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    News From North Tawton Community Primary School  
 
                         
      Christmas Is Coming!  
 

Let’s face it, here in the UK ‘tis the season of dark, cold and wet, but for me the twinkle of tinsel and the smell of a 
mince pie negates all of that!   I love this time of year! 
One of the (many!) joys of working in a primary school, is experiencing the build up to Christmas though the eyes of 
our children. Children’s excitement is infectious! And preparations for Christmas start early in primary schools. From 
early November I get to enjoy the sound of children learning Christmas carols, and working with staff to plan our 
Christmas lunch, performances, and treats.  
However, for me, the ultimate joy is the excitement we share as we learn about the Christmas story. It’s a classic tale of 
adventure, awe and wonder. You don’t have to be a Christian to get caught up in the magic of the story! Good versus 
evil, light defeating dark, hope over despair, what’s not to enjoy?  The birth of Jesus is a story for the ordinary and the 
royal, for old and young, for now and 2000 years ago. To tell the Christmas story each year, brings me joy and  
strengthens my own faith. 
During the month of December, the children at North Tawton Primary will be making decorations, taking part in a 
Christingle service, performing the Nativity, and singing Christmas carols. We will have a delicious lunch cooked by 
our fabulous chefs and we may even have a visitor from the North Pole, but only if we are very, very good!  
Please do see our school website to follow our blogs where you will see photos of our children having a magical time! 
Our Friends of North Tawton School (FONTS) are busy organising our Christmas Fair for Friday 2nd December and we 
invite you all to come along and support our school.  
On behalf of the staff and children at our school, I wish everyone in our community, and friends and families near and 
far, a very merry Christmas and very best wishes for the New Year.  
 

Tara Penny 
Principal  

 

       
 

THE ART BOX – December 2022 
 

In association with Ruth Smith Gallery and Red Mud Arts. If you would like to contribute, contact Ruth on 
07810590954 or at ruth@ruthsmithgallery.co.uk 
 

WALKING BETWEEN THE LINES  
Olga Brereton at Ruth Smith Gallery, 15 November - 4 December 

Mondays and Fridays 10.30-4, and by appointment via Ruth on 07810590954 
 

Olga Brereton infuses her work with light and air. You can almost walk between the layers of brushstrokes in the  
landscapes and wriggle your hands through the stems of her botanical drawings, with their sinuous yet hesitant and 
careful winding lines. Despite their meandering quality it is clear that their drawer knows about plants and their  
individual structures. The 'structure within anarchy' as she described, and the free handling of ink and paint coming 
together to create a cohesive whole is testament.  
 

Olga as a child would play with her grandfather's gold chain, lowering it onto the tabletop to create infinite  
configurations. It seems that there her fascination with line began. The ability of line to mean something has  
fascinated us for millennia, and its potential to create an idea of space on a flat surface has been central to art since  
it began. Olga's paintings and drawings are an equal marriage between the flat abstract quality of the marks, and  
the sense of space and subject that they depict. One can flit freely between enjoying the formal design of the work  
to the flowers and landscapes they describe. 
 

Olga's work goes further still. Not only can one enjoy the slippage between abstract and figurative, but it also feels  
as though one can slip between the marks themselves. Olga makes use of the white ground, be it paper or canvas,  
to shine through thin layers of paint and line drawings to create a light airiness to her work. It is possible to imagine  
the marks sliding off their support, like the gold chain off the table, and to be able to walk between the lines.  
 

- Ruth Smith, November 2022. 
Jargon decoder: 
Abstract- not obviously depicting anything. Tends to embrace its flatness. 
Figurative- looks like the thing it is depicting. Tends to give a sense of space. 
Ground or Support- the thing on which the picture is painted/drawn. 
Formal- the arrangement of shapes and colours.  
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New Ideas and Approaches 

for the New Year 
 

Explore winter’s beauty in sketchbook -

journals and paintings with watercolour, 

mixed media and other methods. 
 

Fun, relaxed, inspirational Art Classes 
with Celia Olsson 

at Broadwoodkelly Village Hall 
Fortnightly on Thursday mornings 

starting on 12th January 2023 
 

Suitable for beginners and seekers of new methods 
 

£125 for seven 2½-hour classes 
 

Fee includes first set of papers, some materials and coffee/
tea and biscuits 

 

For more details, please contact Celia 
01837 82 796 

celia.olsson.art@ gmail.com 
 

www.celiaolssonartist.co.uk 

South West Lindy Hoppers would like to put out a BIG thank 
you to all who came to our Charity  Tea Dance in the Town 
Hall  on the 2nd October with The Hummingbirds . The British 
Legion members also provided some cakes and made and 
served tea for all who attended which was much appreciated.  
Thank to those attending, buying raffle tickets, and those who 
provided  raffle prizes the list is as follows: 
 
Mill End Hotel Chagford 
Torquay Museum  
Castle Drogo  
Taw Valley Creamery N T 
Waie Inn, Zeal Monachorum  
Frocks in Swing Time Exeter 
RHS Rosemoor - Torrington 
South West Lindy Hoppers 
Barzotelli Gelato 
British Legion North Tawton Branch  
Jens Cafe  
Roots Barbara N Tawton 
Angels Hair Salon N Tawton 
Chilli Baba – Okehampton 
W J Pearsall - Okehampton 
The Little Gift Company Okehampton 
Merry Go Round – N Tawton 
Waitrose - Okehampton  
Pharmacy – N Tawton 
Hanlons Brewery – Half Moon Village 
 
We raised £380 and will be passing over the cheque to the  
British Legion members including Monica Simons on  
Remembrance Sunday 13th November. .  Also in memory of 
my late father Alf Bolt.  
    Jane Narramore 

 
BBKA Okehampton Branch, Basic Beekeeping 
Course, eight Sessions, starting January 2023.  
 
Okehampton Beekeepers are running a Beekeeping  
Training Course of 8 evening sessions. These will be held 
fortnightly, at Whiddon Down Village Hall, from 7 p.m. to 
9 p.m. on alternate Wednesday evenings from January 18th 
through to May 3rd next year (2023).  
The course costs £100, payable in advance at the initial 
session on January 18th. Payment can be by card, cheque 
or cash. 
Alternatively to pay on-line, see website  

https://okehamptonbee.co.uk and access the Membership 

Form, to be found on the Membership Page, for bank  

details. If paying on-line then be sure to put your name as 

reference and e-mail confirmation to the Branch Treasurer. 

 

Payment in full will automatically include: 

• FREE - The excellent BBKA Guide to Beekeeping 
book (normally costs £18.99) 

• Full registered membership of Devon Beekeepers 
(DBKA), worth £39  

• Bee Disease Insurance for up to 3 colonies 

• Monthly on-line copies of the Devon Beekeepers 
magazine 
Monthly delivery of the British Beekeepers’ magazine, 
BBKA News 
Please note; Course applicants who have already paid their 
membership, only need to pay a fee of £61. 
 
The course will follow the syllabus required for the BBKA 
Basic Assessment. Course students are encouraged to take 
the Basic Assessment once they have completed the course 
and have kept bees for their first year (but this is of course 
optional). Membership of Okehampton Beekeepers entitles 
course students to reimbursement of the Basic Assessment 
Exam fee (£25) on successfully passing the exam.. 
 
Course session dates are fortnightly, on alternate  

Wednesdays, as follows: January 18, February 1, February 

15, March 1, March 15, March 29, April 19 and May 3. A 

number of informal follow-up practical sessions in May 

and June will give the opportunity to handle and inspect 

colonies of bees, putting into practice knowledge learnt 

during the course. To book a place on the course or for 

further information please contact Liz Ledsham by phone 

on 01363 881486 or by E-mail at  

    lizdevon2007@gmail.com . 

http://www.celiaolssonartist.co.uk
https://okehamptonbee.co.uk
mailto:lizdevon2007@gmail.com


 
Events at Okehampton Library 
 
 
YOUR LOCAL LIBRARY IS A LIFELINE THIS WINTER 
 

Okehampton Library will be offering so much more than books this winter. It’s a warm, welcoming space with free 
WiFi and computer access, people to chat to, groups and activities. Enjoy a natter with other customers over a 
FREE tea, coffee or hot chocolate, kindly supplied by Waitrose Okehampton. 
 

We know it’s going to be a tough winter with the cost-of-living crisis and heating bills rising. So, libraries are  
launching a ‘Libraries for Life’ campaign to remind everyone that we’re not just about books! 
 
As well as being great warm spaces to sit and read, there are groups ranging from Bounce & Rhyme for babies and 
toddlers to Cuppa & A Chat every Tuesday for adults to enjoy a natter. 

 
Our Reading Well titles are a range of books covering physical and mental health, and include titles aimed at  
children and teens. And don’t forget if you’re housebound or struggling to get to the library, our Home Library  
Service can deliver not just books but a friendly chat too! 

 
Keep an eye out for more events and activities at Okehampton Library throughout the winter. 
Visit our Website: www.devonlibraries.org.uk/web/arena/okehamptonlibrary  
Follow us on Facebook. 

 
 
DECEMBER EVENTS 
 
Christmas Chortle Trail – 1st – 23rd December 

Find the Christmas jokes hidden around the library and match them up with the correct punch line whilst having a 
giggle! For all ages. Small chocolate treat for those that match all of them correctly.  
 
Festive Hamper Raffle - Tickets £1 each 

Purchase a draw ticket, for the chance to win the contents of the Friends of Okehampton Library festive hamper! 
Winner to be drawn Saturday 17th December. 
 
Christmas Quiz Sheet - £1 each 
Pick up a copy of our quiz to test your festive knowledge.  Fun for all the family! 

£1 per quiz.  One correct winner to be drawn Saturday 7th January 2023.  Prize £15 gift voucher kindly donated by 
Brothers Kitchen-Café-Lounge Okehampton. 
 
Under 5’s Stay and Play session – Monday 5th December 10:00-10:45 

For under 5’s and their parents/carers, no booking necessary. Free session, donations welcome.  
 
Music Night at the Ockment Centre – Friday 9th December 19:00 
The Friends of Okehampton Library music night returns to the Ockment Centre with The Electroleles, Me And ‘Er, 

One Point Five and Uke’N Play.  Bring your own refreshments and there will be a raffle on the night too.  Tickets 
available in advance £5 each (cash only) from Okehampton Library.   
 
Community Christmas Coffee Morning – Saturday 10th December 10:00-12:00 
Have a chat with staff and Friends of Okehampton Library whilst you enjoy free mince pies and hot drinks in the 

warm, welcoming space of the library. Free, donations welcome.  
 
Snow Globe craft activity – Tuesday 20th December 14:00-15:00 
Create a winter snow globe to take home. Suitable for ages 7+, £1 per child. Booking essential at the library.   

 
(continued on page 34) 
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           The editors would like to wish a Merry Christmas and a   
           Happy New Year  
           to all our readers 



House Building ∙ Extensions ∙ Conservatories 
Barn Conversion · Brick, Block, Stone Work 

Driveway Paviours ∙ Rendering, Plastering ∙ Patios 
Wall & Floor Tiling ∙ Wood Work all fixings  

 

    IAN RICE Builder 
Sunnyridge, Moor View, North  

Devon EX20 2HW 
 

Mob: 0 7 9 6 7 4 1 8 1 1 0 
 

ipricebuilding@gmail.com 
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CARPENTER AND TILER 
 
30 years experience.  Lots of happy customers.  
Fair prices. Free estimates.  
Fast, tidy worker. Reliable. Professionally  
insured. 
Door hanging. Skirting and flooring. Kitchens fitted. 
Repairs. Floor and wall tiling. Wardrobes and  
cupboards made/fitted. 
Photos of my recent work available. 
Contact me, David Hitching, on: 
Land Line: 01837 89109    Mobile: 07871289317 
Email: quince.cottagecrafts@gmail.com 
Please leave contact details and a short  
message for a quick response. 

 LINDFIELD PLANTS  & EGGS 
CREDITON ROAD, SAMPFORD COURTENAY 

 

OUR OWN FREE RANGE CHICKEN & 
DUCK EGGS. QUAIL EGGS 

SEASONAL BEDDING / PERRENIALS / SHRUBS 
HANGING BASKETS 

COMPOST 40,50&75 Ltr./ CANES / HORSE POO £1.50 
Per Bag 

 

We Accept Credit and Debit Cards 
From Okehampton - Left Hand Side, just after Railway Bridge 
From N.Tawton - Right Hand Side, just before Railway Bridge 

LOOK FOR THE LINDFIELD PLANT SIGNS 
01837 880219   07806815558 



 

NORTH STREET CHAPEL  
SEWING CLUB 

(also knitting, crochet, cross stitch etc.) 
 

For further information contact 
               Charlotte Sampson 07706 942901 or  
 charlotte.sampson22@gmail.com 

 
January 9th  / 16th 

February 13th / 27th 
 

Commencing at 18.30 hours. 
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West Devon has a host of historical stories just waiting 
to be told. These include the case of Okehampton’s very 
own Wild West cowboy; the long history of the White 
Hart Hotel in Okehampton (including the story of its 
ghosts); the fascinating story of ‘the Whiddon Down 
Flier’ (Oscar Greig) and the legend surrounding the 
‘Big Railway Gun’ which was fired across Dartmoor 
during World War Two. Accounts of these and many 
more local history tales are featured in a new book ‘ 
‘West Devon History Tales’ produced by a group of 
local historians and writers. It can be purchased (£5 plus 
postage) from Alan Parkinson on 01837880497  
     or alanfrancisparkinson@gmail.com 

 
CHRISTMAS MEMORIAL SERVICE 
 
Co-operative Funeralcare, Okehampton and Grace Jevons 
would like to invite anyone who has lost a loved one to 
join us for a Christmas Memorial Service on Wednesday 
14th December at 6pm  at Charter Hall, Okehampton.  
 
We will be reading out the names of those we are  
remembering, and if you wish you can make memorial 
tree decorations and place memorial messages upon the  
    tree.  
Mince pies, mulled wine, tea and coffee will be available 
afterwards so please call us on 01837 52847 or 
email okefunerals@psw.coop for more information or to  
   let us know you can attend. 
All are welcome. 

mailto:charlotte.sampson22@gmail.com


 The Whiddon Mission Community 
North Tawton, Bondleigh, Sampford Courtenay, Honeychurch  

Chagford, Gidleigh, Throwleigh, Drewsteignton, South Tawton, Spreyton and Hittisleigh,  

TEAM VICAR: North  Tawton     Rev’d. Dr. David Spence   (89243)   revdspence@gmail.com 

TEAM RECTOR: Chagford      Rev’d. Paul Seaton-Burn (01647 432880)    

          The Rectory, Chagford, TQ13 8BW 

ASSISTANT MINISTER: North Tawton     Rev’d. Rita Bullworthy (89168)             ritabullworthy@yahoo.co.uk 

CURATE: Chagford       Rev’d.  Dr. Harriet Every (01647 432402)  

PARISH WORKER: North Tawton     Mr. Wesley Cutler  (07540 127827)      wesleycutler@hotmail.co.uk 

 
 

St. Peter’s  North Tawton    Mr. Paul Andrews       (82648)    Mrs. Rhona Bragg     (82343) 
St. James’ Bondleigh Mr. Danny Semorad    (82319)  Mr. Graham Stokes   (82240)                                                                                   
St. Andrew’s Sampford Courtenay  Mr. Malcolm Craig     (880118)  Mrs. Sarah Hanks      (851287)
St. Mary’s Honeychurch Mr. Ray Squire           (851627)  Mr. Richard Weeks    (851269) 

(All numbers are 01837 numbers unless otherwise stated) 
Church web page address: http: //www.stpetersnorthtawton.org.uk/ 
Facebook:     https: //www.facebook.com/stpetersnorthtawton/ 

 

JANUARY SERVICES at St. Andrew’s  
   Church 

S a m p f o rd C o u r t e n ay 

 
 

1st  Jan    9.30a .m.     Joint Benefice Communion 
 
8th Jan     9.30a.m.   Plough Sunday Communion 
 
15th Jan   6.00 p.m. Evensong 
 
22nd Jan 9.30 a.m. Communion 
 
29th Jan. 9.30 a.m.  Common Worship 
     Communion 

 

JANUARY SERVICES at St. Peter’s 
Church 

N o r t h Taw to n 
 
 
        
1st Jan 9.30 a.m. Joint Benefice Communion 
   at Sampford Courtenay 
 
8th Jan  11 a.m.   Informal Communion 
                                 
15th Jan 11 a.m. Family Service 

             
22nd Jan  11 a.m  Traditional Communion 
 
29th Jan   11 a.m. Praise and Prayer Service 
 

 

JANUARY SERVICES at St. James’ Church 
B o n d l e i g h 

 
1st Jan. 9.30 a.m. Joint Benefice Communion 
   at Sampford Courtenay 
 
15th Jan 9.30 a.m. - Communion Service  

JANUARY SERVICES at St. Mary’s Church 

H o n eyc h u rc h 
 
 
1st Jan   9.30 a.m.    Joint Benefice Communion  
    at Sampford Courtenay 
   
    

QUAKERS  
Ockment Centre,  

   North Street,  
   Okehampton 

 EX20 1AR  
Sundays at 10.30 a.m. 

All visitors welcome 
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ORTHODOX CHURCH 
Devon Parish of Holy Prophet Elias 

For details of services contact 
Celia or Martin Olsson (82796)  

North Street Chapel 
Contact:    Mr. R. Sampson 07835 033062 

  11 p.m. Evening 

1st Sunday Special service No Service unless 
advertised otherwise 

2nd Sunday Prayer &  
Communion 

No Service unless 
advertised otherwise 

3rd Sunday Ministry No service unless  
advertised otherwise 

4th Sunday No Service unless 
advertised otherwise 

3 p.m. 

5th Sunday Prayer &  
Communion 

No service unless  
advertised otherwise 

mailto:ritabullworthy@yahoo.co.uk


ANYONE WISHING TO PLACE A COMMERCIAL   

ADVERTISEMENT IN “ROUNDABOUT” IS  

INVITED TO CONTACT THE EDITORS FOR  

DETAILS OF ADVERTISING RATES. 

“Roundabout” is printed by 
Hedgerow Print 

13-14 Meadow Business Park 
Lords Meadow Industrial Estate 

Crediton EX17 1DN 

The Benefice Choir 

Under the direction of 
 

Roger Cleverdon 
 

Available to sing at 

WEDDINGS · BAPTISMS· FUNERALS 

Roger Cleverdon         01837 810320 
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POLICE   

PHONE   

 

NORTH TAWTON TOWN  

Bookings: Annette 01837 880054 

Secretary: Lin  01837 880031 

 

FROM THE R

BAPTISM 
 

 Sunday 6th November    Joshua Derek BENNIE   (6 months)  St. Andrew’s  Church 
 
 
FUNERAL 
 
Wednesday 12th October   Joyce GEMMELL       (91 years)        St. Peter’s Church 
Tuesday 1st November   Charles Alexander GOUNDRY   (86 years)  St. Andrew’s  Church 
Friday 4th November              Norman DOWN   (80 years)               North Tawton (Exeter Crematorium) 
 
 

Devon Sensory Outreach Service  NORTH TAWTON 
YOUTH AND COMMUNITY CENTRE 

   Free, confidential and impartial service for people with 
hearing and or/visual impairment provided by the Sensory 
  Team,  Devon County Council. 
 Available on the third Thursday of each month in 
North Tawton Youth and Community Centre, Barton Street. 
  10.30 a.m. and 12 noon. 

Please continue to remember those who need help 
via the Food Bank box in St. Peter’s Church outer
     porch.  
It is accessible there during the day.             

Be Still 

A short informal monthly service of themed  
prayers, reflections & readings and creating space to dwell in 

the presence of God 
 

St. Andrew’s Church,  Sampford Courtenay 
Fourth Thursdays at 10 a.m. 

 
There will be no Be Still in December 

The next date is:           
 Thursday January 26th 2023 



   

     Church Flowers & Brass 
 
 

Sampford Courtenay 
 
  
 December  Advent No Flowers 
 January  Shirley Reddaway 
 February  Lynne Robinson 
 
 
Honeychurch 
 
  
 December   Mary Pyle 
 January   Sue Svedang 
 February   Vera Collins 
  
Bondleigh 
 
 December           Advent Brass only 
 Dec 4th / 11th  Nicola Raffan 
 Dec 18th / 25th  Christmas Trees 
 Jan 1st / 8th  Carol Jones 
 Jan 15th / 22nd  Julie Wilson 
 Jan 29th / Feb 5th Trish Peters 
 
North Tawton 
   
Flowers 
 Dec 4th   Lorna Dawe 
 Dec 11th / 18th/ 25th Christmas Flowers 
 Jan 1st   Christmas Flowers 
 Jan 8th / 15th  Sandra Delve 
 Jan 22nd / 29th  Cathy Drake 
  
Brass 
   Dec 2022   Amanda Salter 

Jan 2023   Sandra Delve 
 
****************************** 

North Tawton Residents. 
Would anyone be interested in joining the  rota to 
  do church flowers? 
We are always interested in having new arrangers 
and you do not need to have experience in flower 
   arranging. 
If you would like to go on the rota please phone           
 Sue Gray    01837 82464   
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  PAUSE FOR THOUGHT 
 
 
 O come, O come, thou Dayspring bright! 
 Pour on our souls thy healing light; 
 Dispel the long night’s lingering gloom, 
 And pierce the shadows of the tomb. 
 
   (translated from a French Missal) 

 
 
 
REGULAR EVENTS 
 
Business & IP Centre Devon, Okehampton Hub  
BIPC Devon provide free business support to Devon based 
small businesses and start-ups. Through BIPC Devon you can 
access market research and funding databases, learn from our 
experts by booking 1-1 sessions, and join our regular webinars 
and workshops. Events – Resources – Guides – Expert help.  
Staff at the Okehampton hub will be available to assist you with 
finding out how to access small business support.  
Okehampton Library has a meeting room available for you to 
book so you can spread your roots and break the work-from-
home cycle.  Email roomhire@librariesunlimited.org.uk or call 
0333 2342123 
 
A Cuppa & A Chat - Tuesdays 13:30-15:30 
Enjoy a natter with other customers over a FREE tea, coffee or 
hot chocolate, kindly supplied by Waitrose Okehampton.  
No booking necessary. Just drop in. 
 
Bounce & Rhyme - Tuesdays 10:00-10:20 & 11:00-11:20  
Suitable for under 5s. Free, no booking necessary. 
 
Baby Weigh – Tuesdays 09:30-11:30 
Free self-weigh facilities for parents to weigh their babies, are 
available in a screened area within the library. This is in  
partnership with Devon Public Health Nursing. Parents and  
babies welcome to stay for Bounce & Rhyme! 
 
Duplo Builders & Storytime - Wednesdays 09:30–10:15  
Suitable for under 5s. Free, no booking necessary. 
 
Lego Builders - Saturdays 10:30–11:30  
Suitable for ages 5+. Free, no booking necessary. 
 
The Secret Book Quest  
A completely FREE year-round reading challenge for 5-12 year 
olds across Devon. To take part, children sign up in the library, 
read 50 library books at their own pace, and collect stickers to 
solve the secret code. Finishers will receive a certificate and a 
small prize. 
 
 
Children under 8 must be accompanied to all events by a  
responsible adult. 
Please see our library website or Facebook page for any addi-
tional events and library services www.devonlibraries.org.uk 
 
 
Okehampton Library, 4 North Street, Okehampton EX20 1AR 
Okehampton.library@librariesunlimited.org.uk   
01837 52805  
 
Opening Hours     
Monday 09:00-17:00  
Tuesday 09:00-18:00  
Wednesday 09:00-13:00   
Thursday 09:00-17:00   
Friday  09:00-18:00 
Saturday 09:00-13:00   
 
Libraries Unlimited is a registered charity (1170092) responsi-
ble for running libraries in Devon and Torbay. You can support 
us to continue delivering life changing library services, find out 
more here: librariesunlimited.org.uk/support-us 
 



 
ANDREW THOMPSON CARPENTRY 

 
Fitted Cupboards, Floors, Kitchens 

All General Carpentry 
No job too small 

 
Reliable and Efficient      Free Estimates 

 
The Cottage, Bouchiers Hill, North Tawton 

Tel:  01837 82537  Mobile:  07950 373  
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PURE GREEN 
 
For all Estate Maintenance, Construction and  
Repair Requirements. 
Boundaries: Fencing (Stock netting, post and 
rail,  Garden), Hedge laying, Drystone Walling. 
Buildings, Trees and Woodland. 
Farm animal husbandry. 
Reliable service in all rural skills 
No job too small 
Call Ed 07956026511 
puregreenruralservices@hotmail.com 

 
Sampford Courtenay Village Hall 

 
Available to hire for Activities, Clubs,  

Meetings, Weddings, Parties, Shows etc. 
 

We can offer a main hall with stage blocks, 
separate meeting room,  

modern kitchen, toilets, vestibule with  
accessible toilet and ample car  

parking. 
 

Handy location for our historic village and 
church, with outstanding views. 

 
Free wifi.  

 
For more information and details of our 

competitive rates please contact  
 Joy Tucker   07749 522996. 
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