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Wall & Floor Tiling         Under Tile Heating 

Waterproof Tanking         Free Quotations 
 
Tel              Mob 07729  460746  

 

C. J. Steer & Sons Ltd 
Funeral Directors 

Est 1969 
 

24 hour Service  
All Facilities 

 
Homefield, Station Road, Bow 

 

Tel: 01363 82414       Mobile: 07785 540248 

  

FORE STREET GARAGE 

( Proprietor: Kevin Hodge) 
Fore Street, North Tawton 

Tel: 01837 82006 

M.O.T. TESTING STATION 
Servicing and Repairs to all makes and models 

Competitive Rates            Fully Qualified Mechanic 
GoodGarageScheme.com 

( Registered Member ) 
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NICHOLS NYMET HOUSE 

 
MANOR HOUSE BED AND BREAKFAST  

& SELF CATERING COTTAGES  
www.devonbedandbreakfast.co.uk  

email mandpgoodman@outlook.com 

Tel 01837 82626 
 

For all your accommodation requirements –  
When family and friends come to stay use us as guest rooms. 

 Peaceful location 1.5 miles from North Tawton 
WITH WONDERFUL VIEWS 

We offer three large bedrooms all with  
en-suite bathrooms including a family suite  

for up to 5.  
Full English Breakfast using finest produce. 

Rates from £45 per person per night –  
Children half price. 

 
Also we can offer Self Catering Cottages available on a 

weekly basis. 
Please see our Trip advisor reviews and Facebook pages. 

 
Weirford House 

in picturesque Sampford Courtenay 
 

Well equipped Garden Barn for self-catering  
or bed and breakfast 

 
Avril Flanagan - 01837 89132 

 
5* ratings on Google.      See our website for details 

 

www.weirfordhouse.co.uk          avril@weirfordhouse.co.uk 

http://www.devonbedandbreakfast.co.uk/
mailto:mandpgoodman@outlook.com
http://www.weirfordhouse.co.uk


From The Rectory  

 
In our family this Lent, we have been watching the TV 
series “The Chosen”.  As with most things TV, we are 
very late to the party, and you may have watched it 
months ago.  If you haven’t, I’d certainly recommend 
giving it a go.  If you’ve never heard of it, it is a 
dramatization of the life of Jesus and his disciples 
during the three years of his ministry, told largely 
through the eyes of his disciples. 
We’ve found it a moving and fascinating experience on 
many levels, not least the insight into the Jewish 
culture that Jesus was raised in.  But the one thing that 
struck me particularly was the humanity of Jesus.  In 
one episode we see him washing his face, in another 
struggling to light a fire, and even bleeding when he 
injures himself with a woodworking tool.  I have to 
admit that part of me was quite shocked.  Even though 
the Bible insists that Jesus was both God and a human 
being, I confess I hadn’t spent much time thinking 
about what that might have looked like.  Did Jesus 
really make jokes?  Did he dance?  Drink wine?  Find it 
hard to sleep at night? 
It might be that you have no problems believing that 
Jesus cleaned his teeth, but instead find it hard to 
believe he was also God himself.  For some the idea of 
God becoming a human being is as absurd as the idea 
that there is a God.  Among all the proofs which the 
Bible gives for its central claim that Jesus was God, 
Easter is the most important.  That a Jewish man called 
Jesus existed and died cruelly on a Roman cross is fairly 
solid historical ground.  That he rose back to life three 
days later on the first Easter Sunday, is claimed by 
Christians as the proof that he was indeed God with us.  
This is a matter of faith, but not blind faith.  There are, I 
believe, many good reasons for believing that Jesus  

 
rose from the dead. 
And maybe the most important is that we are still 
talking about him today.  When a penniless preacher is 
executed for claiming to be God, such a madman is 
normally forgotten within days.  Particularly when all 
his followers flee for their lives into hiding.  But in 
Jesus’ case something happened to transform those 
fearful followers; transformed them into bold 
preachers, unafraid to be tortured and executed cruelly 
for their claim that Jesus was God who had defeated 
death.   A power was unleashed which still reverberates 
today – there are today an estimated 2.4 billion 
Christians in our world. 
If all that is true, you might wonder why Jesus didn’t 
just sort everything out when he was on Earth.  Surely 
he could have been like Superman, rescuing everyone 
in need with super-human strength; immune to any 
kind of injury?  If he wanted to light a fire, why didn’t 
he just click his fingers and manipulate the elements?  
But Jesus wasn’t like Superman.  Jesus cried, and he 
bled.   
Jesus reveals to us a God who does not force himself on 
us with his power but woos us with his humble love.  
Most supremely, Jesus bled for us on the cross.  He 
chose to give up his power for a reason, for us. To make 
the sacrifice which means that we can come home to 
God as his forgiven children.  That is why so many down 
the ages have found Jesus so irresistible.  
So, this Easter week, why not take some time to reflect 
on what it must have been like to see God as a human 
being – and to see him not just work and eat and cry… 
but also to die and come back to life again! 
 
    Eleanor and David Spence 
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Drop in anytime between 10.30 a.m. –12 noon 

in the Mortimer  Room 
St. Peter’s Church 

 
25th April  

 
      For more information contact 
   Carol Flowers 
   01837 851841 
 
    
 



ROUNDABOUT Page 4 



 

Roundabout 
 

 is published for the community on  
behalf of the four parish churches of North Tawton,  
Sampford Courtenay, Bondleigh and Honeychurch. 

 
Opinions expressed by contributors are their own 

and are not necessarily endorsed by the Church, by 
the PCC,  

by members of the four churches, or by the Editors. 
 

Contributions should be sent to 
Hilary and Richard Edwards, 

Shellsley, 
Exeter Street, 

      North Tawton, 
EX20 2BZ 

 (tel. 01837 82376) 
 

     E mail: nt.roundabout@gmail.com  
no later than13th of the month before publication  

is required (and earlier, if possible) 
 

New advertisers are always welcome. 
Advertisements can be arranged for shorter periods 

than one year or for single editions. 
 

Visit Roundabout on its own website: 
www.northtawtonroundabout.com 

(There are also links online via the websites of the  
North Tawton Town Council and the  

 Sampford Courtenay Village Council). 
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MOBILE LIBRARY 

 
    THURSDAY monthly  
 

 BELSTONE CORNER    The Beeches 
 April 13th   15:00 to 15:20 

 

          THURSDAY  monthly 
 

 BOW    Station Road 
 April 13th   12.20 to 12.40   
    
 

 THURSDAY  monthly 
 

 SPREYTON  Village Shop 
 April 13th   14:00 to 14:30  
 
 

       FRIDAY  monthly 
  

 NORTH TAWTON     The Square 
          April 28th  09:45 to 10.45 
 

BONDLEIGH               Old School 

April 28th  13:30 to 14:15 
 
 

 SATURDAY monthly 
 

NORTH TAWTON        The Square 

April 15th    10:00 to 12:00       
   

  Please check on info@librariesunlimited.org.uk  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you would like to talk to one of the team, please 

contact: 
 

North Tawton 
 Rhona & Ken Bragg    01837 82343  
 Jackie Tye           01837 880479 
   
Sampford Courtenay/Honeychurch   
 Rory Robinson  07811 324154  
 Lynn Robinson  07966477465 
 

Bondleigh  
 Danny Semorad  01837 82319 
 Lin Warre   01837  82089 

  A message from Brian Drake: 
 
On Sunday the 5th March over 20 bell ringers came to 
St. Peter’s Tower, North Tawton to help celebrate my 
retirement as Captain of the Tower, a position I had 
held since 1967.  I have been ringing there since 1942 
when I was 14 years old. 
Graham Pridham has now taken over as captain and I 
am sure he will do 
a very good job. 
The bells were 
rung, refreshments 
were provided by 
the North Tawton 
ringers who then 
presented me with 
a wonderful 
framed photo of 
the tower along 
with a bell rope, 
for which I am 
very grateful, and 
thanked everyone 
present.” 

mailto:nt.roundabout@gmail.com
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Deborah Taylor 
Registered Childminder 

 

 
 

 

 
Churchward 

     Sampford Courtenay 
01837 82743 

 

                       TONY DAY 
 

         Heating and Plumbing 
 

 
Main and LPG Gas 

Gas Safe Registered 

 

01837 83702     07773 966201 

Reg No 191548 

 

Angels Hair Salon 
 

Hair in the  Square ·  01837 82430 
 

Modern Unisex Hair Salon 
 

• Official Suppliers of Tigi Hair products 
•        Modern salon with the most up to date  

• Free to join Reward Scheme 

• Cosmetics for sale at below high street prices 

• Exclusive salon hire available for private  
 

Tuesdays  -  Wednesdays  -  Thursdays  -  Fridays 
9 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. 

Saturdays 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

 
11 The Square, North Tawton, EX20 2JD 

KEVIN RICE 
FULLY QUALIFIED BUILDER & DECORATOR 

With 40 years experience in and around  

North Tawton. 

 
All aspects of building work from small repairs to 

new builds undertaken by a local tradesman who 
cares about quality and personal service. 

Contact Kevin 

Mobile:  07749 674357       

BROADBURY LANDCARE 
 

All aspects of Garden Maintenance  

and Landscaping 
 

Andrew Barton 07532 216216 
 

Fully Qualified Fully Insured 
Free Estimates 

   
Older Property Building Surveys 

• Thatched or slate properties built of Cob or Stone. 

• Custom Thatched Roof Surveys. 

• Weekend "Hands on" Thatching Courses. 
 

Master Thatcher and Residential Property Surveyor 
www.thatchedhomeinspector.co.uk                

Ring Charles on  01647 231 706 or 07771512670 
Holland Park Farm, South Tawton, 

Okehampton. EX20 2PP 



 
Council Elections 4th May  
 
Elections will take place to elect 12 North Tawton Town Councillors.  The election process commences on 23 rd 
March and the closing date for nominations is 4th April. The Town Council is non-political, but candidates can 
stand on behalf of a registered political party providing they meet the requirements to do so.   
 
Between 23rd March and 4th May, the Council enters into a period of Purdah and the Council is not permitted to 
promote the work of the Council or any current serving Councillors. 
 
The term of office for all current Councillors ends on 3rd May 2023 when our councillors stand down.  Following 
the result of the election, a new term of office for 4 years will commence at the first town council meeting on 
Wednesday 10th May 2023, where the elected Councillors will sign declarations of acceptance of office and form 
the North Tawton Town Council 
 
Between 4th and 10th May, please contact the Town Clerk on all Council matters. 
            Melanie Bickell,  Town Clerk 
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NORTH TAWTON TOWN COUNCIL 
Town Clerk:  Melanie Bickell 

 
14A The Square 

North Tawton  
EX20 2EP 

Tel: 01837 880121 
e-mail: townclerk@northtawtontowncouncil.gov.uk 

• Wednesday 31st May - 7.30pm 

• Thursday 1st June - 7.30pm 

• Friday 2nd June – 7.30pm 

• Saturday 3rd June 

 2.00pm – Matinee show 
 7.30pm 

 
Town Hall, North Tawton 

Tickets are available to buy from North Tawton Post Office 
and from our online booking system: 

www.ticketsource.co.uk/ants/e-yxqbvr 

• Adult tickets: £8.00 

• Child tickets (up to age 12): £5.00 
 

   

St. Mary’s 
HONEYCHURCH 

 

Richard and Raymond, Churchwardens for St. Mary’s,  
would like to thank everyone who attended or made a  
donation towards the Honeychurch quiz at the end of  

      November (apologies for the delay). The sum of £362 
was  raised and this is a very welcome addition to  

the church (mend the window) fund. 
 

We hope to hold another quiz in the autumn so please watch 
this space!                                                                                           

 
 
 
 
 

Okehampton Library 
 
Special April EVENTS  
  
Easter Character Hunt -  
Saturday 1st – Saturday 15th  April 
Look for the nine chicks hiding in the library. Find 
them and collect a sweet treat. FREE character 
hunt, available during library opening hours. 
 
‘Storm In A Teapot’ from Boo to A Goose – 
Thursday 13th April 11:00-12:00 
This exciting show from Boo To A Goose Theatre 
has been created for children aged 4 -10 and their 
families and will appeal to the whole family.  
Grandma Kettlepot is causing a stir at the local 
book club, she decides to write her own story but 
needs the children’s help. This accessible,  
multi-sensory show, with puppets and original  
music, will have everyone laughing and singing 
along with the characters. 
 
Tickets: £3 per child. One adult free with each  
paying ticket.  
Free for children aged 2 and under. The show will 
be at the Ockment Centre Hall. 
 
Booking in advance, from the library, is essential.  
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 For experienced, 
local advice you can trust 
T. 01837 52379 
www.peterslaw.co.uk 

1 West Street, Okehampton  

 

 

WINDOWS-DOORS-CONSERVATORIES-JOINERY 

(Covering the whole of Devon) 

HIGH QUALITY PRODUCTS BACKED UP BY OVER 25 YEARS 

EXPERIENCE HELPING CUSTOMERS TO IMPROVE THEIR 

HOMES 

Why not give them a call to see what they can do for you 

and your property........ 

01837 54019 or enquiries@okehamptonglass.com 

www.okehamptonglass.com 

 

 



 

North Tawton Afternoon W.I. 
 

Ramblings of a North Tawton W.I. Member 
 
 Well here I am again sat in front of a blank sheet of paper wondering how to fill the shoes of 
our normal Roundabout reporter. Not normally  known for my silence, it’s a bit of a surprise that I 
am struggling to find anything to say about the recent exploits of the ladies of North Tawton W.I.. 
I could tell you about our W.I. speaker last month. Caroline from De Bora lingerie in Exeter who  
held us  all spellbound in our seats. Caroline  talked us through the evolution of the bra from a plank 
of wood shoved down one’s bodice to a lacey bit of frippery that somehow manages to do the job of 
holding things in the right place. Who knew that  to ‘droop and scoop’ was  the correct way to don 
said item of underwear or that  the average bra is made from over 40 components? 
I could tell you about the wonderful decorated bras that members created  for the competition  
complete with pom poms, diamanté and a nesting blackbird no less.  
I could also tell you about the recent trip we took to the Masonic Hall in Okehampton to learn about 
what goes on there. I could tell, but of course in doing so, you would have to be sworn to secrecy but 
let me just say that the W.I. aprons we use could come in handy. 
I could tell you that our ladies have baked cakes, cooked bacon and sausages and served tea to the 
good people of the town or that there are plans afoot for the Christmas party  in December. I have 
heard through the grapevine that the ability to drink rum and tie knots will be very useful, but I shall 
say no more for fear of spoiling the surprise. 
And then I thought I could tell you about the dance workshop we had with Miss Mandy where hips 
were seen moving in ways they hadn’t done for years and the occasional whoop and holler was 
drowned out by the laughter of all those taking part. 
Of course I could always mention that we have Ann Widdecombe coming to speak in April. Yes 
THE Ann Widdecombe  of Strictly who will be regaling us with tales from her long and varied  
career. We anticipate that we will have a full house although visitors are always welcome to join us 
at the Rugby Club on Wednesday 5th April at 2.00p.m..  
I wondered whether I should mention that in the coming months we have a trip to BBC Spotlight on 
the cards or that we have  booked tickets for the Pantomime  in Plymouth again (we haven’t - oh yes 
we have!) and have a coach booked to take us all shopping to Clarkes Village just before Christmas. 
But in the end, I find myself sitting here struggling  to put into words the many  things we get up to 
or the fun we all have together whenever we meet. Which leaves me with a problem of having  
nothing to write this month and a plea for our regular Roundabout  reporter to get better soon! 
              Jan Gray 

ROUNDABOUT Page 9 

The Sampford Courtenay Novel Writers  
 
Invite you to join us every first Tuesday of the 

month at The New Inn, Sampford Courtenay, at 11 
a.m..  
(no meetings in January and August)   
Lunch and coffee are available. A great place to 
embark on your first novel.  

 
Come and meet the authors. We specialise in 
helping new writers to get started.  
Do you have a novel waiting to be written? Not 
sure how to proceed?  
Writing can be therapeutic and enjoyable.   
Our group welcomes new members, and it’s all 
free. 
Email: lin.treadgold@yahoo.co.uk 

Are You A 

Keen Crafter?  
 

Join us fortnightly on a Thursday morning  
10 a.m. - 12 midday  

at Shobrooke Village Hall 
 
 

Friendly mixed group from stained glass to knitting, 
sewing and crochet. Bring your own project and  

exchange ideas with like minded people 
 

£2.50 per session with refreshments provided 
Next meeting will be on the 16th March               

Email:- Jan.barnyard@googlemail.com 

mailto:Jan.barnyard@googlemail.com
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M C Poole Contractors                   Digger hire with driver 

Most work undertaken.    General drainage and Ground Work 

CITB 
Tel: 01837 83130        Mobile: 07970 653827 

 
 
 
 
 

Dedicated teams of farm and companion animal vets. 
North Tawton        01837 82327 

  Okehampton          01837 658777 
  Hatherleigh          01837 810455 

www.northparkvets.co.uk 
      Farm: Emergency, routine, herd health, small holders. 

Pets: Vaccinations, neutering, nurse clinics, x-ray and operation 
facilities in all surgeries. 

Tel: 01837 82271           W J Morris & Sons 
                         

 ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS & CON-
TRACTORS      Established 1953 

 
                     Timber Yard, Sampford Courtenay 

                                    Okehampton EX20 2TB 
 
FARM, DOMESTIC & INDUSTRIAL INSTALLATIONS,  
EMERGENCY LIGHTING, FIRE & SECURITY ALARMS  
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Our Home Library Service delivers books to people unable to get to the library because of health, mobility or caring  
responsibilities. 
 
Our Home Library Service in Devon will be offered where the volunteer is comfortable providing this service.  Our 
volunteers will order items from the library, collect and then transport to the customer for contactless doorstep  
delivery. 
Dedicated volunteers can choose and deliver books to your home, including large print and audiobooks, free of charge.  

With so much choice, there is bound to be something to fit your interests. Whether you are an avid reader or simply like to 
browse the occasional books we can help. 

To receive the service or become a Home Library volunteer: 

• ask at your local library 

• call 0345 155 1001 
send us an email 
 
We also offer a Good Neighbours membership for friends, neighbours and family wishing to choose and deliver books to 
people not able to get to the library. Good Neighbours membership has various benefits ensuring library services are  
available to all - for more details contact your local library. 
 



ROUNDABOUT Page 12 

Robinson Plant Ltd 
www.robinsonplant.co.uk 

 

A family firm with over 30 years  
experience 

 

All aspects of earthworks, ground works 
and hard landscaping including: 

 

Site Excavation 
Concreting and Driveways 

Stone Walling 
Paving and Patios 

Brickwork and Block work 
Foundations and Ground works  

Land Drainage and Ponds  
 

Office: 01837 89065 
Mobile: 07909 998945 

 Email: alec@robinsonplant.co.uk  

http://www.robinsonplant.co.uk
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Bondleigh Rainfall 

 
Reports in the media that  February was the 
driest on record were borne out by my  
measurement of only 17.5 mm. compared 
with 91.8 mm. in February 2022. 
After the almost continuous rain from  
mid December to mid January, we have now 
had six weeks with very small amounts of 
rain or drizzle.  
Although climate change is blamed for these 
extremes, they are typical of our climate in 
the South West. We have always lurched 
from one extreme to the other. After five dry 
days in March, by the 10th we have already 
had 67mm.. 
     Danny Semorad  
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North Tawton Repair Café would like to thank everyone who 
comes along to our events – it makes us all happy when we 
can fix something which would otherwise be thrown away. 
Did you know that you don’t have to have anything to fix in 
order to come along? We will be open on the dates below, and  
always have hot drinks available, so please just pop along for 
a cuppa and a chat – we love meeting new people! 
 
We are also now able to offer repairs to computers and to 
bikes. Bikes must be booked in – please drop us a message on 
Facebook, or call Ruth 01837 82207. 
  
1st April – 10 a.m. to 12.30  
 
At the Community Centre,  
Barton Street, North Tawton, EX20 2HN. 
 
For more information go to https://fb.me/NTRepairCafe  
 

We would also love to have new repairers join us, particularly 

those who can help with fixing electrical items – vacuums, 
radios etc.. Get in touch if you would like to share your skills. 
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BOW & DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

 
 

Monday 24th April 7.15 for 7.30 p.m. start.  
 

Talk: Catastrophe at Hayne Bridge &  
William Bibbings by Erica Eden 

 
Bow Village Hall  

visitor £4.00,  
free to members of Bow & District Historical 

Society.  
More info: 01363 82468, 01363 82606  

 

   OPEN GARDENS DAY 

  NORTH TAWTON 

  2ND JULY, 2023 

 

How does your garden grow? 

 
Proud of your garden? Got a courtyard or outdoor space that 
you enjoy? Why not let others enjoy it too, as part of our 
Open Gardens Day? 
 
Following on from the last very successful garden trail that 
we held in 2019, we’re inviting North Tawton residents to 
join in the fun once again. You’ll meet new people, get new 
ideas, and be rewarded for all that hard work!  
 
The Events group will prepare a map of the town for people 
to follow and will make the maps available throughout the 
town. To have your garden or open space entered on the map, 
get in touch with us at nteventscommittee@gmail.com We’ll 
need all entries by 2nd June to make sure everyone gets on to 
the map. 
 
We’ll also include your garden shed or summerhouse if you 
have an interesting activity that you’d like to share. Last time 
we found a whisky tasting shed, and a 50s café in a shed! 
What else is out there…….? 
 
Tea, coffee and cake served all day in the Community Centre 
will make July 2nd a great day out for North Tawtonians.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Sculpture School talent cannot be contained.  
 

The world-famous Sculpture School, nestled on the 

edge of rural Dartmoor, is holding another major 

sculpture exhibition in April 2023. Following the huge 

success of their inaugural One Year Student’s  

Graduate Show last year, this year’s exhibition will 

feature works by their most talented alumni.   

 

The sculpture school’s global appeal as the leading centre 

for realist figurative sculpture led it to launch a 12-month 

intensive programme in 2021. This unique course is suited 

to serious students wanting to develop a career as  

professional sculptors, something no other programme in 

the country can do. However, this year the school has seen 

a wealth of talent emerge amongst their regular workshop 

students as well. As a result, this year’s exhibition, titled 

‘Species’, will be a collection of inspiring sculptures  

specially selected from their top alumni. 

 

Andrew Sinclair, Director of The Sculpture School ex-

plains: “We have been overwhelmed by the interest in our 

courses this past year. A handful of students have become 

regular attendees at our workshops, so inspired by the 

teaching that they have developed their own work at home. 

They have produced some impressive sculptures which we 

are very proud to exhibit. It’s a great opportunity to  

showcase their work alongside that of our excellent One 

Year graduates’ sculptures.” 

 

The Species exhibition will be open to the general public 

from Monday 24th April through to Bank Holiday Monday 

   1st May from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m..  

 

https://fb.me/NTRepairCafe
mailto:nteventscommittee@gmail.com
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New Yoga class coming to  
Sampford CourtenayVillage Hall 

Tuesday evenings 6 - 7.30 p.m. 
 

North Tawton Bowls Club 
Tuesday mornings 10.30 p.m. - 12 noon 

£10 per session 
 

Have you tried yoga before and thought oh that’s not for 
me?  

Or, I’m not bendy enough? Or  I’m too old…stop right 
there….. 

You can start yoga at any age, any ability. I didn't start until 
I was 39 and have been teaching for nearly 20 years.  There 

will always be some postures that I cannot do, we are all 
unique, but for me, that’s not the true aim of yoga.  We are 
living in a busy world again, so by having some space and 
time just for you, we can remember how to work with the 
breath to regain some strength and increase our flexibility 
and have some time to rest and relax, you are looking after  
yourself, which is so very important for our physical and 

mental health. 
My style of teaching has been described as varied (no two 

classes are the same), adaptable (suits everyone, lots of 
variations depending on abilities) and most of all fun (takes 

more muscles to smile than frown). 
For more information or to book a place, 

please contact me  on-
sarah@sarahsyoga.co.uk 

01837 849110 / 07592 377028 
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SAMPFORD COURTENAY AND HONEY-
CHURCH FLOWER AND VEGETABLE 

SHOW 2023. 
Start planning your entries. 

VEGETABLES 
1.  Four potatoes, white (purely white) 
2.  Four potatoes, coloured (those with any other  
     colour inc. eyes) 
3.  Peas (6 pods) 
4.  Three onions from sets 
5. Three onions from seed 
6.  Four shallots 
7.  One cabbage – (try and inc 75mm of stalk – no 
          roots) 
8.  Six spring onions 
9.  One carrot, long (pointed ends) 
10.  Three carrots, short (stumped ends) 
11. Three beetroot, round (remove leaves but leave 
          stalk) 
12. Six pods runner beans 
13. Longest runner bean (one) 
14. One marrow (350 mm max) 
15. One courgette (150mm max – with flowers if 
      possible) 
16. One cucumber 
17. Four sprays parsley 
18. One lettuce (inc. washed roots) 
19. Any other vegetable * (See list included for  
             number required) 
20. Garlic (one head of) 
21. 4 Radish (matching size and shape) 
22. 6 pods French beans 
23. OPEN – Heaviest potato 
24. OPEN - Heaviest crop from one seed potato     
 (provided by Committee – complete  
 bucket [no extensions] & contents brought 
 to show to be weighed) 
25. OPEN - Supermarket reject – any  
          mis-shaped fruit or veg.. 
26. – SALAD  COLLECTION : choose any 4 
varieties out of the following and present in a 
suitable container [e.g. trug/basket]: 
 
a).Globe beetroot (1)  b).Tomatoes (3)  c). Golden 
ball turnip (2)  d).Carrots (2)  e).Cucumber (1)   
f).Potatoes (3)  g). Peppers (1) h). Courgettes (2)  
i). Aubergines (1) j). Red Onion (1) k).Lettuce (1) 
l). Bunch of radish (4) m).Spring Onions (6)   
 The number shown in brackets, is the  
       quantity needed of each chosen vegetable. 

      
 

 
 
 

 
MONDAY 8TH MAY  2023  

10 a.m. – 12 noon 
SAMPFORD COURTENAY VILLAGE 

GREEN 
 

If you or your family enjoy using the 
Village Green and Play Area we 

need your help! 
 
Various jobs need doing to bring it 

up to scratch! 
Moving the tree branches to 

make a dead hedge. 
Clean & repair the play equip-

ment 
Clean & stain the benches. 
Weed the cobbles …… 
 

Lots of jobs – we just need you to  
  volunteer please! 

 
 
 
 
Thank you to all who attended the Bondleigh 
Barn Band concert at St. Peter’s Church in 
aid of the Ukraine Humanitarian Appeal and         
gave so generously on 26th February. 
The magnificent total of £1,110 was raised. 
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Barzotelli Gelato 
 

12 The Square 
North Tawton  

EX20 2EP  
 

07548 681297  
 
 
 

Opening hours  
 Friday noon - 5 p.m.  
 Saturday 11 a.m. - 5 p.m.      
 Sunday 1 - 4 p.m. 
   
      
 
  -Look out for any additional opening hours  
 
  barzotelligelato.co.uk 

or 
https://www.facebook.com/lucyfaybarzotelli 
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THE ART BOX – April 2023 
 
In association with Ruth Smith Gallery and Red Mud Arts. If you would like to contrib-
ute, please contact Ruth on 07810590954 or at ruth@ruthsmithgallery.co.uk 
 
It was a fine Sunday afternoon in Iddesleigh, with a spotless cerulean sky and nothing but  
sun-warmed green stretching out to the crisp shoulders and hips of Dartmoor lying against the 
blue. The concert we’d just witnessed was nothing short of magical. Poems by Ted Hughes read by 
Carol Hughes, by Sean Rafferty read by Clare Morpurgo, and by Michael Morpurgo read by  
himself, interspersed with chamber music played by Kerenza Peacock, Josh Michaels, Steve  
Doman, and Joe Roberts. One particularly powerful poem Michael read to their clear and heartfelt 
music was about the yew tree just outside the church whose deep ancient wisdom reminded us that 
‘to be is enough’. On leaving, we paid our respects to the tree, and to the memorial of James  
Ravilious, the great photographer who captured rural life in these parts. I’m struck by the  
incredible artistic wealth here, it’s deep connection to a sense of place, and how clearly these  
creative friendships have galvanised and inspired one another’s work. It makes me excited about 
the artistic friendships I have here and reminds me how important it is to encourage and build 
each other up. We have some strong shoulders to stand on. 
 
~ Ruth Smith, 27th February 2023 

 
Ian runs again!  
  
Local runner, Ian Webber (husband of Jayne at NT Post Office) is due to run his 22nd  
consecutive London Marathon on Sunday 22nd April.   
  
Once again, Ian and Jayne are raising funds for the vital work of Hospice U.K.. Hospice U.K. 
is the national charity for hospice care and support many of our local hospices.  
Charities have struggled during the pandemic and sadly, more and more people's lives have 
been touched with cancer, so their fundraising is even more important.  
  
Ian and Jayne are unable to hold their memorable Coffee Morning this year, but will be  
holding a Virtual Silent Auction in early April, mainly by email and Facebook. 
  
They would really appreciate our community's support, via donations and Silent Auction 
bids. 
  
You can donate via the Justgiving page: www.justgiving.com/ianwebberlm2023 or  
alternatively, drop in a donation to Jayne at the Post Office.  (Please complete a slip in the 
P.O. if you are eligible for Gift Aid)   Ian and Jayne can be contacted via 
 email:  jayne.webber@tiscali.co.uk or phone: 01837 82540. 
  
£3000 was raised last year for Hospice U.K., with our community's help. Over the years, Ian 
and Jayne have raised an incredible £75,664 for various charities. 
  
  

http://www.justgiving.com/ianwebberlm2022
mailto:jayne.webber@tiscali.co.uk


 
 
NORTH TAWTON 
 RUGBY 
FOOTBALL CLUB 
 The Clubhouse is  

available to HIRE for  

PRIVATE FUNCTIONS

Competitive Rates 

Ample Parking 

Now with free wifi  

 

  ALL EVENTS CATERED FOR 
 

 Call  
 SARAH on     7     

 
Taw Va l l ey Dental Care 

 
56 Fore Street 
North Tawton 

EX20 2DT 
 

Telephone: 01837 880096 
 

Oral Health Accessible to All 
 

WHITEGATES JOINERY 

BESPOKE JOINERY SPECIALISTS 

KITCHENS, STAIRS, DOORS, SLIDING SASH WINDOWS, 

CONSERVATION WORK 
FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE CALL ROGER 

01837 851720 / 07887731197 

EMAIL whitegates05@yahoo.com 
                                 Practical Wood Working Lessons Available 
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   News  from Sampford Courtenay Parish Council 

 
Full minutes can be viewed on our website  www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk  where any useful links are live.  Plus  
  check out our new FACEBOOK Page. Like and Share to help us spread S.C.P.C. news. 
 
SEAMOOR LOTTO – Sampford Courtenay Parish Council has registered as one of the charities which will benefit from the new 
Lotto run by W.D.B.C..  If you have not bought your ticket yet, please sign up at  

https://www.seamoorlotto.co.uk/support/sampford-courtenay-parish-council  
 

SCPC –on Wed. 1st March held their normal monthly meetings.(6 councillors & 6 members of the public) 

Public Participation 

a)  Request by member of the public that SCPC support campaign for the re-opening of  
       Okehampton Hospital. Supported unanimously. Clerk will email local councillors and MP with 

statement of support. 
b) 2 members of the Parochial Church Council asked Chair M. Wilson to attend the next P.C.C. 

meeting on Wed 19th April at 7pm to explain the ongoing process of Registering the Church 
Rooms as a Community Asset. 

c) Devon Oil Collective – it was suggested by a member of the public that SCPC  
 encourage parishioners to join the Devon Oil Collective -  
 https://www.devoncommunities.org.uk/services/devon-oil-collective to help prevent multiple 

deliveries to the parish by multiple oil companies on the same day. More details will be made 
available on the Website and via the email subscription list.  

 
Citizens Advice Bureau – Funding Request – councillors agreed to grant £50 from the S137 EMR 

Fund 
 
Defibrillator Training – 23 Attendees found this a very informative and instructional evening. 

SCENSUS – Keep Britain Tidy Litter Pick – Volunteers to meet at 10 a.m. New Inn Car park to litter 

pick around Sampford Courtenay. 

The Big Help Out – Monday 8th May – 10am on the Village Green – Volunteers please to tidy and 

repair the Village Green and Play Equipment. 

King Charles III Coronation Mugs – Thank you to everyone who ordered their mugs. They will soon 

be available for collection or will be presented at the Village Hall Bring Your Own Picnic on Sun-

day 7th May. 

Emergency Numbers & Contact Details – are now available in a handy Parish Directory which can 

be downloaded from the Website https://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/information-leaflets-

links 

GET SCPC & PARISH NEWS DIRECT TO YOUR INBOX - the best way to keep up to date is to sign up for emails via Julie and 
the Website. 
Please contact SCPC Clerk – Marion Pratt at SCPCClerk@aol.com or on 01837 82285 if you would like to raise any  
issues.  Even better, come along to a meeting.  
        
Next meetings    Wed .5th April and AGM Wed. 17th May followed by Annual Parish Meeting to meet the new Sampford  
      Courtenay Parish Councillors.  
 

ROUNDABOUT Page  21 

St. James' Church - Spring Coffee Morning - Saturday 22nd April at 10.30 a.m. 
 
Come along and enjoy a morning coffee and delicious cake, whilst catching up with friends and neighbours. Pick up 
a bargain from one of our popular stalls. Lin will be running a draw with many fine prizes to be won. 
 
We look forward to seeing you! 
 
Other Diary Dates For Your Diary:- 
 
Grand Plant Sale - 20th May at 10 a.m. - more details to follow. 
 
St. James' Patronal Festival 23rd July at 9.30 a.m. - more details to follow. 

http://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=sampford%20courtenay%20parish%20council
https://www.seamoorlotto.co.uk/support/sampford-courtenay-parish-council
https://www.devoncommunities.org.uk/services/devon-oil-collective
https://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/information-leaflets-links
https://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/information-leaflets-links
mailto:SCPCClerk@aol.com


Kevin 

     Osborne 
   Aerials & Satellite 
   City & Guilds NVQ 
 

0 1 3 6 3 7 7 7 1 9 0     0 7 8 4 1 6 4 4 3 9  5 
Aerial Upgrades ∙ All aspects of Installation and 

Discreet Installation ∙ Extra TV Points ∙ Existing Aerial 
Satellite Problems Resolved ∙ DAB Radio  

Free Advice ∙ Free Quotation Service ∙ Free Signal  

SM Plumbing & Heating 
Stuart  

 
Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

 

Contact me 
on 

07738 759606  or  01837 880067 
 

No.519960         stuartmoffat2@h otmail.com 

4, Park Houses, North Tawton 
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A friendly, family run company aiming to provide a range 
of high quality arboricultural services to our Customers’ 
trees. 
 
 

Services include: 

Tree removals/ dismantles 
Tree pruning, reductions, thinning, shaping and dead wood  
removal 
Hedge trimming 
Stump grinding 
Tree planting 

 

All work is insured to £5 million, complies with  
relevant British standards and is carried out by  
appropriately trained and equipped professional  
arborists  
CALL NOW for friendly, professional advice and to  
arrange a FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE  
TEL: 07398268877 
EMAIL: adamofedentrees@gmail.com 
Check us out on Facebook and Instagram: 
@adamofedentrees 

 
 
  
 

 
The Pet Care Guardian 

  We care, watch over & protect 

 

PROFESSIONAL ANIMAL CARE 

 

 If you’re out for the day, long day 
 at work, away for a while or 

convalescing, then let 
The Pet Care Guardian 
take care of your pets 

Dog Walking - Pet Sitting 
 

www.thepetcareguardian.co.uk 
Contact Rebecca Murray 

07729 172508 
rhm.murray5@gmail.com 

 

Ladies who lunch 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meet at the New Inn 

Sampford Courtenay 

at 12.30 p.m. on the 

fourth Wednesday of the month 

(unless otherwise advised) 

Pre-booking is essential  - please ring: 
 

 Jackie Mardon      01837 748116 

Debbie Manton, the New Inn 01837 82247 

mailto:stuartmoffat2@hotmail.com


 

NORTH STREET CHAPEL  
SEWING CLUB 

(also knitting, crochet, cross stitch etc.) 
 

For further information contact 
               Charlotte Sampson 07706 942901 or  
 charlotte.sampson22@gmail.com 

 
 

April 3rd and 17th 
 

Commencing at 6.30 p.m. 

Sampford Courtenay Flower Club 
 

Sampford Courtenay Village Hall 
2.30 p.m. 

 
17th April  
 

Anneli Densham - Workshop 
 

For more information contact the Chairman,  
Nancy Passmore on 01837 54849 

 

Sampford Courtenay Parish Website: 
 
http://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/ 
 

The website is managed by Julie Carpenter who can be 
contacted on  

juliec2911@hotmail.co.uk 
or  

admin@sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk 
or by phone: 

 

READING GROUP 
 

Normally meets on the last Tuesday  
of the MONTH 

7.30 p.m.  
 

  for further information or to join 
contact Ann Palmer  
phone 01837851659 

 

Little Seedlings                  
Playgroup 

North Tawton Primary  
School Hall 

Every Tuesday during  
term-time 
9 – 11 a.m. 

For babies & toddlers 0 – 4 yrs 
Admission £2 per family  

payable at the door 
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SAMPFORD COURTENAY VILLAGE HALL 
 FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 
 
REGULAR ACTIVITIES:- 
  
PILATES           Monday  9.30 to 10.30 a.m. 
 
YOGA CLASSES         Tuesday 6 to 7.30 p.m.     
 
TAP DANCING            Thursday 11 a.m. to 12 noon 
 
TABLE TENNIS            Weekly—for details 
                ring 01837 851659  
 
FLOWER CLUB    2nd Monday of every  
         month 2.30 p.m.   
 
CRAFT & CHAT             2nd & 4th  Thursday of  
        every month 3.15 to 4.45 p.m. 
 
OTHER DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:- 
 
FILM NIGHTS   Friday 21st April - TBC 
    7 for 7.30 p.m. start  
QUIZ & PUDDINGS  Friday 28th April  
    7 for a 7.30 p.m. start 
 
Please see separate adverts or visit the parish web-
site/facebook for more details on all of these events  
www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk 
 
   
 

SAMPFORD COURTENAY  
FAMILY DOG SHOW 

at 
Sampford Courtenay Village Hall 

20th May 2023 
 

Open 1.30pm Judging starts 2 p,m, 
 

Enter on the day £1.00/class 
Every dog is welcome big, small, pedigree or pooch 

Come along for a fun few hours with your pet 
Refreshments/Cake available 

 
Raffle 

 
Classes include: Most Handsome Dog/Bitch: Best Rescue: 

 Best Veteran: Scuffiest/Fluffiest: Best Junior Handler: 
Waggiest Tail:  

Best Sausage Catcher: Best Trick:  
Dog Judge would most like to take home:  

Overall Champion. 
 

All proceeds to Sampford Courtenay Village Hall 
 

For further information contact Mike or Julie 
07973271923 or 07866605184  

mailto:charlotte.sampson22@gmail.com
http://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/
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FOR MORE INFO PLEASE CALL MARTIN ON 07817464420  

PARISH@BTINTERNET.COM                       FACEBOOK LOCAL LOGS                        WWW.LOCALLOGS.NET 
 

TRUCK LOAD     £110 
(1 m3) 
DOUBLE LOAD  £200 
(2 m3) 
TRAILER LOAD £320 
(4 m3) 

 
KINDLING            £5.00 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
COVERING ALL EXCAVATIONS AND GROUNDWORKS 

BOTH LARGE AND SMALL PROJECTS AT COMPETETIVE PRICES 
FULLY INSURED 

HEDGETRIMMIMG & FLAIL TOPPING 
TREE SHEAR WORK & FENCING 
CALL MARTIN ON 07817464420 

   EMAIL: PARISH@BTINTERNET.COM                  WWW.MPCONTRACTS.CO.UK 
FACEBOOK: MARTIN PARISH CONTRACTING 

 



ROUNDABOUT Page 25 

      
 

   News From North Tawton Community Primary School  
    
 
 
          Outdoor Education at North Tawton Community Primary School 
Spring is springing all around us! This month I thought it would be good to let the community know about outdoor  
education at the school.  
 
Emma MacDonald is the member of staff with responsibility for coordinating Outdoor Education at the school.  
She says:  
There is a growing body of research and literature that discusses the benefits of children spending time outdoors.  
Outdoor learning provides opportunities to: 
  
Promote healthy development in a stimulating learning environment. 
 
Enhance opportunities for free play, such as access to 'loose parts' that inspire creativity.  
 
Encourage children to take appropriate risks to learn risk assessment and self-regulation. 
 
Foster social skills and peer-group relations. 
  
Our aim at North Tawton Community Primary School is to create a deeper connection with nature that will lead to a 
change in behaviours and therefore develop a greater care for the environment. This begins with our children.  
We look forward to developing an outdoor learning provision that will: 
·       Instil a love and respect for nature and promote care for our environment. 
·       Raise awareness of where our food comes from and create a direct relationship between the food they grow to the   
 food they eat.  From growing our own fruits and vegetables, preparing, and cooking to eating them outdoors.  
·       Inspire through workshops such as those led by The Devon Wildlife Trust that create networks of ‘Wildlife  
 Councils’ within schools where children are empowered to make changes in their school grounds and local  
 communities. 
·       Foster links with our local community, creating nature days, using local providers and volunteers where possible 
and developing a space that will benefit the families and residents of North Tawton.  
Thank you to the local businesses; Southwest Fixings LTD and Select Builders and Carpentry LTD 
which have kindly donated their time and materials for enhancing our school pond. We look forward  
to sharing our progress with you in the coming months.  
Do look at our website to find out more about our outdoor learning adventures!  
Tara Penny 
Principal  
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Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday   

8.30 a.m. - 5.00 p.m. 
        Wednesday  8.30 a.m. -  1.00 p.m. 
         Saturday     9.00 a.m. - 12.30 p.m. 
       Sunday  Closed 
 

Full range of Post Office services including 
 

Car Tax 
Banking Services for all major banks 

Post your packets and parcels 
Household and DIY, Cards, Stationery,  

Confectionery,  
Seasonal Clothing and Wild Bird Food 

 
We thank you for your continued support 

 
North Tawton Post Office 

(1837) 82241 
 
 

Help us stay at the heart of the community of 
North Tawton and surrounding area 

 



 The Whiddon Mission Community 
North Tawton, Bondleigh, Sampford Courtenay, Honeychurch  

Chagford, Gidleigh, Throwleigh, Drewsteignton, South Tawton, Spreyton and Hittisleigh,  

TEAM VICAR: North  Tawton     Rev’d. Dr. David Spence   (89243)   revdspence@gmail.com 

TEAM RECTOR: Chagford      at present a Vacancy 

 

ASSISTANT MINISTER: North Tawton     Rev’d. Rita Bullworthy (89168)         ritabullworthy@yahoo.co.uk 

CURATE: Chagford       Rev’d.  Dr. Harriet Every (01647 432402)  

PARISH WORKER: North Tawton     Mr. Wesley Cutler  (07540 127827)     wesleycutler@hotmail.co.uk 

 
 

St. Peter’s  North Tawton    Mr. Paul Andrews       (82648)    Mrs. Rhona Bragg     (82343) 
St. James’ Bondleigh Mr. Danny Semorad    (82319)  Mr. Graham Stokes   (82240)                                                                                   
St. Andrew’s Sampford Courtenay  Mr. Malcolm Craig     (880118)  Mrs. Sarah Hanks      (851287)
St. Mary’s Honeychurch Mr. Ray Squire           (851627)  Mr. Richard Weeks    (851269) 

(All numbers are 01837 numbers unless otherwise stated) 
Church web page address: http: //www.stpetersnorthtawton.org.uk/ 
Facebook:     https: //www.facebook.com/stpetersnorthtawton/ 

 

APRIL SERVICES at St. Andrew’s Church 

S a m p f o rd C o u r t e n ay 
 

2nd April     9.30 a.m.        Morning Worship 
 
3rd/4th/5th April  9 p.m.   Compline 
 
6th April      7.30 p.m.  Maundy Thursday  
      Communion 
9th April       9.30 a.m.        Easter Communion 
 
16th April    6.00 p.m.           Choral  Evensong 
 
23rd April     9.30 a.m.  Communion 
 
30th  April    9.30 a.m.  Common Worship 
      Communion 

 

APRIL SERVICES at St. Peter’s Church 

N o r t h Taw to n 
 
2nd April  11 a.m.   Morning Worship 
 
7th April     10 a.m.    Good Friday reflection 
                                 
9th April     11 a.m.        Easter Family Communion
             
16th April    11 a.m.     Informal Communion 
 
23rd April    11 a.m.  Traditional Communion 
 
30th April    11 a.m   Morning Worship 

 

APRIL SERVICES at St. James’ Church 
B o n d l e i g h 

 

2nd April   9.30 a.m.   Communion Service
   
9th April    9.30 a.m.   Communion Service 

16th April  9.30 a.m.  Communion Service 

APRIL SERVICES at St. Mary’s Church  

H o n eyc h u rc h  

 

2nd April    No Service  

9th April      3 p.m.       Evensong / Communion  

QUAKERS  
Ockment Centre,  

   North Street,  
   Okehampton 

 EX20 1AR  
Sundays at 10.30a.m. 

All visitors welcome 
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ORTHODOX CHURCH 
Devon Parish of Holy Prophet Elias 

For details of services contact 
Celia or Martin Olsson (82796)  

North Street Chapel 
Contact:    Mr. R. Sampson 07835 033062 

  11 a.m. Evening 

1st Sunday Special service No Service unless 
advertised otherwise 

2nd Sunday Prayer &  
Communion 

No Service unless 
advertised otherwise 

3rd Sunday Ministry No service unless  
advertised otherwise 

4th Sunday No Service unless 
advertised otherwise 

3 p.m. 

5th Sunday Prayer &  
Communion 

No service unless  
advertised otherwise 

mailto:ritabullworthy@yahoo.co.uk


House Building ∙ Extensions ∙ Conservatories 
Barn Conversion · Brick, Block, Stone Work 
Driveway Paviours ∙ Rendering, Plastering ∙  

Patios Wall & Floor Tiling ∙  
Wood Work all fixings  

 

    IAN RICE Builder 
Sunnyridge, Moor View, North  

Devon EX20 2HW 
 

Mob: 0 7 9 6 7 4 1 8 1 1 0 

ipricebuilding@gmail.com 
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CARPENTER AND TILER 
 
30 years experience.  Lots of happy customers.  
Fair prices. Free estimates.  
Fast, tidy worker. Reliable. Professionally  
insured. 
Door hanging. Skirting and flooring. Kitchens  
fitted. Repairs. Floor and wall tiling. Wardrobes 
and cupboards made/fitted. 
Photos of my recent work available. 
Contact me, David Hitching, on: 
Land Line: 01837 89109    Mobile: 07871289317 
Email: quince.cottagecrafts@gmail.com 
Please leave contact details and a short  
message for a quick response. 

 LINDFIELD PLANTS  & EGGS 
CREDITON ROAD, SAMPFORD COURTENAY 

 

OUR OWN FREE RANGE CHICKEN & 
DUCK EGGS. QUAIL EGGS 

SEASONAL BEDDING / PERRENIALS / SHRUBS 
HANGING BASKETS 

COMPOST 40,50&75 Ltr./ CANES / HORSE POO £1.50 
Per Bag 

 

We Accept Credit and Debit Cards 
From Okehampton - Left Hand Side, just after Railway Bridge 
From N.Tawton - Right Hand Side, just before Railway Bridge 

LOOK FOR THE LINDFIELD PLANT SIGNS 
01837 880219   07806815558 



ANYONE WISHING TO PLACE A COMMERCIAL   

ADVERTISEMENT IN “ROUNDABOUT” IS  

INVITED TO CONTACT THE EDITORS FOR  

DETAILS OF ADVERTISING RATES. 

“Roundabout” is printed by 
Hedgerow Print 

13-14 Meadow Business Park 
Lords Meadow Industrial Estate 

Crediton EX17 1DN 

The Benefice Choir 

Under the direction of 
 

Roger Cleverdon 
 

Available to sing at 

WEDDINGS · BAPTISMS· FUNERALS 

Roger Cleverdon         01837 810320 
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POLICE   

PHONE   

 

NORTH TAWTON TOWN  

Bookings: Annette 01837 880054 

Secretary: Lin  01837 880031 

 

FROM THE R
 

Funerals 
Tuesday 28th February     Derek TONKINS (80 years)  St. Peter’s, North Tawton 
 

Internment of Ashes 
Wednesday 22nd February  Charlie GOUNDRY (86 years)  St. Andrew’s, Sampford Courtenay 
 

Baptisms 
Sunday 19th February            Arthur WEBBER(10 months)  St. Peter’s, North Tawton 

Devon Sensory Outreach Service  NORTH TAWTON 
YOUTH AND COMMUNITY CENTRE 

   Free, confidential and impartial service for people with 
hearing and or/visual impairment provided by the Sensory 
  Team,  Devon County Council. 
 Available on the third Thursday of each month in 
North Tawton Youth and Community Centre, Barton Street. 
  10.30 a.m. and 12 noon. 

Please continue to remember those who need help 
via the Food Bank box in St. Peter’s Church outer
     porch.  
It is accessible there during the day.             

Be Still 

A short informal monthly service of themed  
prayers, reflections & readings and creating space to dwell in 

the presence of God 
 

St. Andrew’s Church,  Sampford Courtenay 
Fourth Thursdays at 10 a.m. 

 
The next date is:           

 Thursday April 27th  2023 



   

     Church Flowers & Brass 
 

Sampford Courtenay 
 
 April    Shirley Reddaway 
 May    Barbara Smith 
 
Honeychurch 
 
 April    Marilyn Weeks  
 May    Karen Squire 
 
  
Bondleigh 
 
 April 2nd  Pam Evison 
    April 9th Easter Sunday / April 16th  
  Jacqui Bourne  (+ Window Flowers) 
 April 23rd / 30th  Helen Ruby 
 May 7th / 14th  Jane Semorad 
 May 21st / 28th  Lin Warre 
   
North Tawton 
  
Flowers 
 
 April 9th / 16th / 23rd Easter Flowers 
 April 30th / May 7th Frances Brookes 
 May 14th / 21st  Hilary Edwards 
 May 28th   Greta Stoneman 
 
    
Brass 

  April   Jane & Monica Simons 
  May     Frances Brookes 
 
****************************** 

North Tawton Residents. 
Would anyone be interested in joining the  rota 
to do church flowers? 
We are always interested in having new  
arrangers and you do not need to have  
experience in flower arranging. 
If you would like to go on the rota please phone           
  
 Sue Gray    01837 82464   
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  PAUSE FOR THOUGHT 
 
Soar we now where Christ has led, 
Following our exalted head; 
Made like Him, like Him we rise; 
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies. 
Hail the Lord of earth and heaven! 
Praise to Thee by both be given; 
Thee we greet triumphant now; 
Hail, the resurrection Thou! 
     Charles Wesley 
   

 

 
 
Hi everyone 
 

This month, we are going to have a focus on 
some work using traditional methods which has 
taken place at Finch Foundry. 
We have had a busy winter of work in the  
outside spaces at Finch Foundry. The mighty 
StOC group of volunteers have helped us out 
hugely by laying the hedge between the Secret 
Passage and the car park. This may seem like a 
strange thing to do - the secret passage is  
currently not so secret. However, hedge laying 
is an ancient method of hedge management 
and has previously been employed on the  
secret passage hedges at Finch. Have a look at 
the section between the secret passage and 
the picnic area that hasn’t been layed this year 
and you will see old layers of hedging. 
Hedge laying is used to re-generate old hedges 
by encouraging new growth. Large stems are 
partially cut and bent down and pinned in 
place. Since they remain attached to the plant, 
they are still alive and will send up fresh young 
vertical growth from along their length. This 
leads to the production of dense living fence 
which can be a haven for wildlife. Hedges  
produced in this way can house nesting birds, 
insects and small mammals and are known to 
provide links across countryside helping  
animals move around safely. 
At the moment, the Secret Passage hedge is a 
little thin, so we are planning to bulk it up by 
planting small trees such as hazel and  
blackthorn in the gaps. This should allow us to 
build up a lovely dense hedge over time. It is 
great to be able to start work like this to  
improve the environment around Finch Foundry 
and to make it a more wildlife friendly area. 
Another piece of work that has been completed 
this winter is to remove three ash trees which 
were succumbing to ash die back disease. Two 
of these are in Mill Meadow and one in a stand 
of trees near the exit. The trees were becom-
ing unsafe and the removal of those in Mill 
Meadow gives us more room to plant other 
trees in the area. This is likely to happen next 
winter. 
Finch re-opens for the new season on  
Wednesday 22nd March. As Finch is small, it is 
best to book your preferred time online by  
visiting  
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/devon/finch-
foundry.  
 
Best wishes all,    Paula  
Volunteering & Community Manager, Dartmoor 
01647 434130,  
paula.clarke@nationaltrust.org.uk           

http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/devon/finch-foundry
http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/devon/finch-foundry


 
ANDREW THOMPSON CARPENTRY 

 
Fitted Cupboards, Floors, Kitchens 

All General Capentry 
No job too small 

Reliable and Efficient      Free Estimates 
 

The Cottage, Bouchiers Hill, North Tawton 

Tel:  01837 82537      Mobile:  07950 373  
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PURE GREEN 
 
For all Estate Maintenance, Construction and  
Repair Requirements. 
Boundaries: Fencing (Stock netting, post and 
rail,  Garden), Hedge laying, Drystone Walling. 
Buildings, Trees and Woodland. 
Farm animal husbandry. 
Reliable service in all rural skills 
No job too small 
Call Ed 07956026511 
puregreenruralservices@hotmail.com 

 
Sampford Courtenay Village Hall 

 
Available to hire for Activities, Clubs,  

Meetings, Weddings, Parties, Shows etc. 
 

We can offer a main hall with stage 
blocks, separate meeting room,  

modern kitchen, toilets, vestibule with  
accessible toilet and ample car  

parking. 
 

Handy location for our historic village 
and church, with outstanding views. 

 
Free wifi.  

 
For more information and details of our 

competitive rates please contact  
 Joy Tucker   07749 522996. 

 

 
 

ROUNDABOUT DEADLINE:  
 
 

Community News, Articles, and Events  
are published (free of charge) in any edition,  
but must  be received by the Editors no later 
than the 13th of the month before publication. 
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