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Excerpts from the Time Line

Thanks to Veronica Mathews

300 people.

A1248Sampford Cour tSaunfads® ,i smecaanlilnegd OGsireemagy
(Il ater becoming o0Courtenayd) al so ado
The Courtenay family becoming Earls of Devon in 1335.

A 12745 It becomes Sampford Courtenay

A 1570 Kings College acquired the Manor of Sampford Courtenay

A 1809 SC Manor consists of 4903 acres of which Kings College own 4356 acres.

A 1920298 Kings College sold off a number of properties.

A108®Domesday refers to Samfmrﬁ)f.orddeO(ﬁ)uniaexlaiie

de



1242 Book of Fees d lists Sampford Courtenay and Honeychurch  as
part of the Okehampton Honour e

( was the largest medieval fiefdom in
the county of Devon, whose caput (main part) was Okehampton Castle and manor)

With varioussub -manor s hel d for knightoés fFees.
£
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Crown in the form of a knight with his retainers for 40 days a year.

Historian W G Hoskins(1954) described Sampford Courtenay as
Cheerful, neat and clean with much whitewashed cob and good thatching. o

Sampford Courtenay now covers a total area of 3,350 hectares
(8,275 acres) with a populaton of around 550.



https://www.genuki.org.uk/big/eng/DEV/Okehampton/Reichel1910

Original 18 Century houses in
SampfordCourtenay.

Devon longhousesvere generally constructed between the 14th and 18th

centuries. They were typically singd®reywith thatched roofs and the
reason for their distinctive shape was a practical one: they Werk to
house both people and livestock in a shared buildirkgamilies lived in a
raised area, with a crogzgassage separating them from the cattle in the
Whippor2 2 NJ Ok i if S AaKSRO® I VAl f{ Gl ai
floor and gutter which is why longhouses were built on inclines.
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Original 18 Century houses in
SampfordCourtenay.

A Cob Houses A Thatch
A Typically, medieval Devon houses are built A The roofs are thatch and, because of the
- ofcodb 6, clay and s and, Dewvontrddition of ndhatclsing bygust f or -
a binder. This can survive from as early as replacing the outermost layetkse original
the houses themselves as long as it is medieval inner thatch itself very often
protected from damp getting into the tops of survives intact, blackened with smokgebut
the wallsi preferably also with stone preserving extraordinary snapshots of
footings, though some cob houses have the medieval flora’ not only the straw but also
walls built directly on the ground. all the weeds that grew among the corn in the
Devon fields
Moorthanmeetstheeye



https://www.moorthanmeetstheeye.org/__data/assets/pdf_file/0022/68161/Devon_Medieval_Houses-Nat-Alcock-20-01-2016.pdf

Cruck House

cruck frames

Cruck buildings, referred to in
Medieval documents by the Latin
word furcae (fork) are built around
pairs of timbers (cruck blades) that
extend from the ground all the way to
the apex of the roof in a single sweep,
forming an arch-like truss.







Carpenteriogs Barn
(originally part of Higher Town)

Showing trees in front of barn and large door/window.

There was also another large door/opening directly |
opposite this door and another door from the field
] at the right hand end as you look at the picture.

Thus making i1 tés origin




Threshing the corn crop by hand
continued to be the predominant
way of processing the crop into
the 19th century. The sheaves of
corn were beaten with a flail to
separate the grain from the
straw, the latter being stored in
the bays either side of the
threshing floor. The grain and
chaff (the husks) were then
winnowed to separate them
by throwing the grain into the
air, the through-draft from the
opposing doors blowing the
chaff away from the grain
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Medieval Houses in Sampford Courtenay

A Were likely to be Cruck houses .. With timbers grown in the local forests.

A Eilled in with Col® made from the local mud and cattle manure.

A Possibly some stone from the local quarries.
A Covered with Thatabigrown in the local fields

ASingIe Floor, Open Hearth with hole to let smoke out of thedieafling
to evidence of smoke charred beams/thatch in many homes.

ADesigned RO A PIIREEPE O Sha e SRR R e ST L .




ATHe ferm 6 peasan tﬁéPeasamglaguﬁwslctings doubled in

poverty, ignorance, missing teeth, size in the period 1380 to 1540,
and poor personal hygiene: enabling peasants to produce a
Baldrick stuff, all threadbare rags, surplus for sale in local markets.
hunched shoulders, and a life Many peasants were also able to
shared with pigs in a squalid hovel supplement their income from
barely adequate to keep out the pursuing such occupations as
bitter winter wind. In fact, all mining or fishing, or working as

t hat oOpeasant 0 r e aaltitags omradere.s 1| S

that you live mainly off the
produce of your own labour .



https://archaeology.co.uk/articles/peasant-houses-in-midland-england.htm

Ehe oSiubo: Manaor O f

A As stated at the beginning Okehampton Honour was divided into several

O SHLED e A R O S
ASampford COol R enay beilng one suc-

A Centred around the main, central, farmstead and manodAdesBarton.

A With other farms, houses both large and small to house the necessary
workers in the parish and their livestock.
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Source: Michael B. Petrovich et al, Pegple in Tine and Place: World Cultures, Siver, Burdett & Ginn, 1991




The Barton

1929 Map from Kin
Sale Catalogue -
showing the extent of the

Barton Farm Buildings before they
were sold off in 2004 after both the
Coates brothers had died.




The Barton

Coates Sale of 2004

The Barton, SampfdrdEburtenay
Okehampton, Devon
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Then and Nowd The Granary




Then and Novd The Linhay
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Then and Novd Orchard Barn




Then and Novwd Pound Barn




The Pound

Originally used to store stray animals
roaming the village.




Barton Cottage

Was this a cottage in Tudor times?-

Or was it a pigsty?

More investigation required.




0 The Barotderived from bere -ton meaning barley town was  originally

the | ordds demesne far m.

A19306s i &heBdtongrew 3-6 acres of Swede, 3-4 acres of mangolds,
and 1 -2 acres of potatoes, mainly for animal feed 7 but surplus was sold locally.

A Sheep dipping took place at the Barton and Hole Down Farm in Exbourne

A 19367 the Coates family had 7 shire cart horses to work the farm i
they did not acquire a tractor until WW11.

A They also acquired a Hornsby stationary engine for operating machinery in the
threshing barn 1 a thresher,a reed comber, a winnowing machine, a chaff cutter,
a kibbler (for breaking down the maize) a cornmill and a saw bench.

Between1920 -1929 Kingds Coll ege sol ddoof f
, with 316 acres and 5 cottages sold for £5,600.
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https://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/history-sampford-courtenay



https://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/history-sampford-courtenay

Early 16th Century Farmhouse 1
according to Historic England

A 18206s came int
maternal line possibly in the name of
Dart

A 18hDec1944isol d by
College to Leonard & Maurice Horn

. Thi s shows ¢éé

A Main house thatched

A Cow shippons thatched

A Door into small lounge where foot

scrape now stands on cobbles.
No wal | prot e

A

1898 1 Painting (thank you to the Horn family)

t he Horn Family
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Higher Town

A Originally single storey i roof trusses blackened where smoke escaped.
A Open cobbled passage through the middle for cattle access to yard.
A Bottom end of building used for cattle with tallet for hay/straw above.

A Current kitchen (once dairy with slate cooling shelf) has hooks in ceiling for hanging meat.

A Current dining room i more hooks in ceiling, large fire place with bread oven & granite lintel

A Small lounge i Another fireplace in the corner, with bread oven.

A Family lounge i Grand fireplace with granite lintel; bible cupboards and carved benches i
reportedly obtained at one time from the Church.
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Farmstead.
A Cows in the yard and
shippons now corrugated

. and Farm concrete slated. ~ ™
A No HoofprintQs

Churchward behind the farm.
A Barn and wor
1 - Parit Har veyaoad
Paddono f ai mow Little
Har veyo0s Barn

ACarpenterés Baj







A April1983-Pr at t 6 s elfaonurgnn t
the Horns.

A Carpenter6s Barn st

At Ear mkiitae hems s hiasy: Rie

outbuildings were converted to a Self-Catering
. end of the house.

ACarpenter 6s Barn wasHé
who did most of the conversion themselves.
Including John, sitting on a ladder to apply

the pargeting designs on the front of the house




Carpent er s B Rargnatingl 98



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pargeting




A This shows development of
garages and carparking for Part

Harveyds cottages

etc.

A There is also a
green tarpaulin)
(Hugh Franklin)
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1935Comme mor ative Tree for George ||V
Silver Jubilee




Trecott

Trecott(Trycote, Devonshire

pronunciation (the cottages by the trems
one of the sever algs
Courtenay Parish and is thought to havise
developed as a group of pgaxon/Celtic
Devonian homesteads rather than a vill}
settlement, which evolved much later. §




The walls are very thick, as can
be seen particularly at the
window and door openings,
and were made by mixing mud
with straw, which was built up

In sections and trampled down
to harden.

This gives rise to the
character | stilc
which lean at odd angles

(@}
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The oldest part is the dining room/bedroom
4 region with its inglenook fireplace,
magnificent granite chimney and bread
oven (the O6bul ged in
It was probably the only living area at the
time, becoming the kitchen in later years,
where Phil Reddaway remembered buying
the best milk and clotted cream in the
village, from the big kitchen table in the
middle of the rom.




There Is a cross passage beyond the dining room,

through which both people and animals once entered the building.

The lower part of the house, demolished some time between

1900 and 1929 and rebuilt I n 1t 8
| originally housed the animals

Outside, théinhay by the front door became the pump house,
The pumphas beeme-sited and the bread oven for the sitting room

was removed to make room filve huge granite trough,
also resited in the garden






The first mention oflrecottin Stephanid® o u ybao& an Sampford Courtenay
IS from the Assize of 1296. The Manor of Sampford Courtenay was acquired by

Kingodos Coll ege, CambEllysdasatenamofl 570 and
Indenture at Lowefrricott.

Kings College sold it by auction as Lot 19 on 18th July 1929 as an excellent m
Red Land Farm of 61 acres 1 rod and 16 poles.

It was bought by representatives of the Mts Mary F Jone$ May, Nellie

and possibly Bungy or Tom for £550 the money being loaned ffoWeeks
of Hatherleigh





https://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/history-sampford-courtenay

Hillcrest which is located on the South side of the village was

formerly recorded as either AMoungy

et RS eam i hre SN N9 OeNsE However | t
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The original section of Hillcrest is believed to have been built in
1600 however the oak beams in the original part of the house
are thought to be even older having been previously used in a
Shippon barn. These oak beams are so hard that it is almost
Impossible to drive nall into them

T o whn




In common with many houses in Sampford Courtenay the original
housewasbuilti n tradi ti onal ADevono cob |
thatched roof, remains of the thatch can still be seen in the loft. |

The original cottage would have been one ground floor room with one
room above. The ground floor room now the lounge has a deep
Inglenook fireplace with the original clome or bread oven.

Maureen Horne informed us that when she was a little girl her Aunt
lived in the house and at that time there was still a well in this room.
Although now capped as you walk across the lounge a hollow noise
can be heard.




The Postmans Stable

Just beyond the fence is a small shed
building now housing sheep and
livestock, but back in the day this was
In fact where the Postman rested his
horse.




SoutheyKi ngds Col | ege

SOLD

LOT 1.

All that Compact, Freehold Holding

known as

“SOULHEY ”

situated in the Parish of Sampford Courtenay (only a few
hundred yards from the Village) and containing about

82 ACRES

of Excellent Pasture Land, Rough Grazings and undergrowth.
Together with a good Range of Buildings which are ample for
the holding. The property is partly bounded by a stream and there
is a good well in the farmyard.




0 before and after.



https://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/history-sampford-courtenay

BARN CONVERSI ONS I N THE 197005S

Tim and Gillian Townsend-Green bought the farm in 1970. They bought it for
the land and not for the accommodation: this was a wooden building with a tin
roof erected temporarily in the 1940s

They lived in this building (temporarily) for 10 years. Tim built an extension
to it T again with help from people in the village i and pondered where to
build. Of course the planners were not happy with anything. They suddenly
thought that the hay barn would make a good house and applied for planning
permission. Meanwhile Tim started work on it, working weekends and after
work. He always said that if he had known how long it would take he would
never have started. The family moved in in 1980/81 and shortly afterwards
actually got planning permission, having had to go to through various hoops




South Town F




South Town Farm

AIn 1809 James Snell owned the copyhao®bath Town; by 1837 William
Sanders was the tenant.

AGeorge Sanders Sen and Jun farmed South Town from around 1850 unt.
1909, followed by John Harris.

AFr ed Tay b ot Dowrg ity ot hec b arm L rom .
can be downloaded from the Website nene



https://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/history-sampford-courtenay
https://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/history-sampford-courtenay

Anecdotes from the current owners of
SouthtowrFarm

A The local witchlorielived atSouthtownand there are witches circular
marks carved in the beams over the windows

As - Aituak-protection symbols or apotropalc markshave
been found in many historic places, & et aw s

from medieval churches and housesg=
PG Gk G Y s



https://historicengland.org.uk/whats-new/features/discovering-witches-marks/what-are-witches-marks/
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MR James wrote oMartins CI

oMartinds Closed6 by M. R.
early 20th -century ghost story

told by an unnamed narrator who,

whilst visiting Devon, investigates this remarkable

case and explores the unresolved tensions

between what we trust to be certain and what we do not.

Read the story

osed based

t

h



https://www.horrifiedmagazine.co.uk/a-ghost-story-for-christmas/martins-close-3/

Fir Cottage

Has a o0Coffin Hol ed !

Many a cottage stairwell was too narrow for a coffin

so some featured a trap door between floors called
a oOocoffin hatchd, .
d

(or sometimes a O0coffin
This allowed the dearly departed to be laid out

at the end of a bed in their Sunday best for the
procession of mourners who came round

for tea and sympathy.

And it provided a more dignified exit to the graveyard.
Much better than bouncing the body down the stairs.




