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Wall & Floor Tiling         Under Tile Heating 

Waterproof Tanking         Free Quotations 
 
Tel 01837 52013            Mob 07729  460746  

 

C. J. Steer & Sons Ltd 
Funeral Directors 

Est 1969 
 

24 hour Service  
All Facilities 

 
Homefield, Station Road, Bow 

 

Tel: 01363 82414       Mobile: 07785 540248 

  

FORE STREET GARAGE 

( Proprietor: Kevin Hodge) 
Fore Street, North Tawton 

Tel: 01837 82006 

M.O.T. TESTING STATION 
Servicing and Repairs to all makes and models 

Competitive Rates            Fully Qualified Mechanic 
GoodGarageScheme.com 

( Registered Member ) 
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NICHOLS NYMET HOUSE 

 
MANOR HOUSE BED AND BREAKFAST  

& SELF CATERING COTTAGES  
www.devonbedandbreakfast.co.uk  

email mandpgoodman@outlook.com 

Tel 01837 82626 
 

For all your accommodation requirements –  
When family and friends come to stay use us as guest rooms. 

 Peaceful location 1.5 miles from North Tawton 
WITH WONDERFUL VIEWS 

We offer three large bedrooms all with  
en-suite bathrooms including a family suite  

for up to 5.  
Full English Breakfast using finest produce. 

Rates from £45 per person per night –  
Children half price. 

 
Also we can offer Self Catering Cottages available on a 

weekly basis. 
Please see our Trip advisor reviews and Facebook pages. 

 
Weirford House 

in picturesque Sampford Courtenay 
 

Well equipped Garden Barn for self-catering  
or bed and breakfast 

 
Avril Flanagan - 01837 89132 

 
5* ratings on Google.      See our website for details 

 

www.weirfordhouse.co.uk          avril@weirfordhouse.co.uk 

http://www.devonbedandbreakfast.co.uk/
mailto:mandpgoodman@outlook.com
http://www.weirfordhouse.co.uk


From The Rectory  

 
People were also bringing babies to Jesus for 
him to place his hands on them. When the 
disciples saw this, they rebuked them. Jesus 
called the children to him and said, “Let the 
little children come to me, and do not hinder 
them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such 
as these. Truly I tell you, anyone who will not 
receive the kingdom of God like a little child 
will never enter it.” (Luke 18:15-17) 

“Jesus loves the little children” – I remember singing at 
Sunday School – and how true we see that is in this 
little incident from Jesus’ life.  Jesus welcomes the 
children to come to him.  His followers thought Jesus 
was too important and busy to give time to babies and 
children, but Jesus not only welcomed them, but said 
that we can actually learn from children. 
Jesus tells us that we need to receive the kingdom of 
God like a child.  The kingdom of God here is short for 
all the good things God wants to give us – help, 
healing, hope and forgiveness.  And Jesus tells us we 
need to receive it as a child.  Now as a parent I know 
that sometimes children receive gifts in a grabby and 
greedy way – but that’s not what Jesus has in mind 
here.  He is thinking about the complete trust that 
children naturally have.  Children know they are utterly 
dependant on others and are open in their trust of the 
adults in their lives. 
Here is how Jesus teaches us to relate to our heavenly  

 
Father too.  With complete trust in his loving goodness, 
recognizing that we are dependent completely on him  
for every good thing.  And that is hard for most of us 
adults!  This is reflected in the Lord’s Prayer (here the 
shorter version that Luke records) – notice how it is all 
about us coming to God with that child-like trust and 
dependence.   

‘Father,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come.  
Give us each day our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins,  
for we also forgive everyone who sins against 
us.  
And lead us not into temptation.’ 
 

Toast Church  

As local churches we also want to follow Jesus’ call to 
welcome in the little children.  St. Peter’s church in 
North Tawton has recently started a new service aimed 
at under-7s called Toast Church.  It is great fun – with 

puppets, singing, goody bags, a Bible story and of 
course Toast to eat (and Tea/Coffee for mums, dads 
and grandparents).  If you have under-7s do join us 

9:30-10:00am on the fourth Sunday of the month in St 
Peter’s (next service is on the 28th July!)  

      David Spence 
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 Drop in anytime between 10.30 a.m. –12 noon 

in the Mortimer  Room 
St. Peter’s Church 

 
2nd & 4th Tuesday of the month 

 

   July  9th & 23rd 
 

      For more information contact 
               Jo Fear      01837 82553 

 

ROUNDABOUT DEADLINE:  
 

Community News, Articles, and Events  
are published (free of charge) in any edition,  
but must  be received by the Editors no later than 
noon on the 13th of the month before  
   publication. 

 
North Street Chapel 

 
Coffee and Chat 

 
Next meeting THURSDAY 11th  July 

 
10-11.30 a.m.  

Sunday, 28th July @ 11.00am  
 St James' Patronal Festival Service,  

St James' Church, Bondleigh 
  
  

Members of Sampford Courtenay Choir will be 
joining us - come along at 10.30 a.m. to enjoy  

breakfast refreshments before the service. 
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Roundabout 
 
 

 is published for the community on  
behalf of the four parish churches of North Tawton,  
Sampford Courtenay, Bondleigh and Honeychurch. 

 

Opinions expressed by contributors are their own 
and are not necessarily endorsed by the Church,  

by the PCC,  
by members of the four churches, or by the Editors. 

 
Contributions should be sent to 
Hilary and Richard Edwards, 

Shellsley, 
Exeter Street, 

      North Tawton, 
EX20 2BZ 

 (tel. 01837 82376) 
 

     E mail: nt.roundabout@gmail.com  
no later than noon on the13th of the month  

before publication is required  
(and earlier, if possible) 

 
 

New advertisers are always welcome. 
Advertisements can be arranged for shorter periods 

than one year or for single editions. 
 

Visit Roundabout on its own website: 
www.northtawtonroundabout.com 

(There are also links online via the websites of the  
North Tawton Town Council and the  

 Sampford Courtenay Village Council). 
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If you would like to talk to one of the team, please 

contact: 
 

North Tawton 
 Rhona & Ken Bragg    01837 82343  
 Jackie Tye           01837 880479 
   
Sampford Courtenay/Honeychurch   
 Rory Robinson  07811 324154  
 Lynn Robinson  07966477465 
 

Bondleigh  
 Danny Semorad  01837 82319 
 Lin Warre   01837  82089 

 

ST.  ANDREW'S 
CHURCH, 

SAMPFORD COURTENAY   

is hosting a cream tea and cake event in 
the Church Rooms  

on Saturday 13th July  
between 2 and 4 p.m.   

Everyone welcome. 

 There will also be a bookstall and draw  - 
any items for the draw will be gratefully  
   received.   
      All proceeds will go for the  
maintenance of St. Andrew's Church. 

 
The North Tawton British Legion, after a break 
for many, many years, is bringing back their 
Flower & Produce Show. This used to be a 
very popular annual event in the town but hasn't 
taken place for over 30 years so the current 
committee has decided to bring it back this year 
on a small scale to see how successful it would 
be. It will take place on Saturday 20th July in 
the Town Hall  There are Vegetable, Flower 
and Produce classes and the schedule will be  
available in the Post Office from 10th June.   
Doors open to the public from 10.30 a.m.,  
entrance £1 per adult, refreshments and draw. 

 
Special Events at Okehampton Library in July 
 
Marvellous Makers, Summer Reading Challenge 
Launch! 
Saturday 6th July 9:30-12:30 
Participate in our ‘Big Dragon Sculpture Build’, using 
recycled materials.  
Along with other activities in the library you can also 
borrow some of our new books, sign up to this year's 
reading challenge and become part of the Marvellous 
Makers Creative Club!  
Free, suitable for children aged 5+. 
 
Summer Reading Challenge  
6th July - 14th September 
Marvellous Makers 
Sign up at any time during library opening hours, to this 
year’s Summer Reading Challenge, it’s free.  The theme 
for this year’s Challenge is ‘Marvellous Makers’,  
developed by the Reading Agency in partnership with a 
leading arts charity, Create.  It’s all about creativity! 
From dance to drawing, junk modelling to music, there’s 
something for everyone. 
 
(for more activities see Page 11) 

mailto:nt.roundabout@gmail.com
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Deborah Taylor 
Registered Childminder 

 

 
 

 

 
Churchward 

     Sampford Courtenay 
01837 82743 

 

                       TONY DAY 
 

         Heating and Plumbing 
 

 
Main and LPG Gas 

Gas Safe Registered 

 

01837 83702     07773 966201 

Reg No 191548 

 

Angels Hair Salon 
 

Hair in the  Square ·  01837 82430 
 

Modern Unisex Hair Salon 
 

 Official Suppliers of Tigi Hair products 
        Modern salon with the most up to date equipment 

 Free to join Reward Scheme 

 Cosmetics for sale at below high street prices 

 Exclusive salon hire available for private functions 
 

Tuesdays  -  Wednesdays  -  Thursdays  -  Fridays 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Saturdays 
Phone for Appointment 

 
11 The Square, North Tawton, EX20 2JD 

KEVIN RICE 
FULLY QUALIFIED BUILDER & DECORATOR 

With 40 years experience in and around  

North Tawton. 

 
All aspects of building work from small repairs to 

new builds undertaken by a local tradesman who 
cares about quality and personal service. 

Contact Kevin 

Mobile:  07749 674357       

BROADBURY LANDCARE 
 

All aspects of Garden Maintenance  

and Landscaping 
 

Andrew Barton 07532 216216 
 

Fully Qualified Fully Insured 
Free Estimates 

  

   
Older Property Building Surveys 

 Thatched or slate properties built of Cob or Stone. 

 Custom Thatched Roof Surveys. 

 Weekend "Hands on" Thatching Courses. 
 

Master Thatcher and Residential Property Surveyor 
www.thatchedhomeinspector.co.uk                

Ring Charles on  01647 231 706 or 07771512670 
Holland Park Farm, South Tawton, 

Okehampton. EX20 2PP 



Resignation of Cllr. Leanne Mathis 
Following the resignation of Leanne, a vacancy exists on the council.  Please see our notice board and website 
for updates on this vacancy.  We thank Leanne for her service to the Council and wish her well for the future. 
 
Welcome to our new Councillors 
Sarah McKnight and Noah Smith were elected in June 2024 and we look forward to working with them. 
 
Clock Tower & Lych Gate 
A small event was held on 22nd June to mark the completion of the restoration works to the Clock Tower and Lych 
Gate. The Council thanks all of our fund contributors and gives a special thank you to our fund-raising  
campaigner Grahame Flynn. We couldn’t have done it without him, and he is greatly appreciated. 
 
D-Day 80th Anniversary 
The Council thanks the event organisers and participants for the series of events they organised and held to mark 
the 80th Anniversary of D-Day.  Their efforts raised £1,000 for veterans. 
 
Town Flag Competition. 
Thank you to all of our entrants.  The Council congratulate our 2 winners, U18 and O18 categories and their  
winning designs will become our official town flags to be flown outside the Council office. 
 
Telephone Box in The Square 
The Town Council was not aware BT intended to the remove the telephone box in The Square at the end of May.  
We registered our intention with BT, via WDBC in 2019 that we wished to adopt this telephone box should BT be 
considering decommissioning it.  We are actively liaising with BT and WDBC over this matter as we have had no 
communication from them since 2022. 
 
Single-Use Plastic Free Cemetery 
Please ‘come with us’ on our journey to make your cemetery ‘single-use plastic’ free by 1st September 2024.  We 
encourage all users of the cemetery to dispose of oasis, silk ribbon, plastic trays, cellophane etc. in the  
appropriate bins behind the chapel of rest (or take them home for recycling) and consider use of cut flowers or  
re-usable/recycled and/or bio-degradable memorial items for the sake of our environment. 
In accordance with the Cemetery Terms & Conditions, the placement of shrubs, and trees, potted plants and  
flowers is prohibited unless contained within the base of the approved memorial.   
Our grounds contractor will remove wreath and dead flowers when withered.  Christmas wreaths will be removed 
by the end of February. 
 
Christmas Lights in the Square 
The working party has been making great progress and will bring proposals to the council on 24 th June involving a 
new contractor who will take the liabilities away from the Council.  Update to follow in July. 
 
 
Our full Council Meetings are the first Tuesday of the month, 7.30 p.m. Town Council Office.  The Council offers 
an open forum between 7.15 and 7.30, and 8-days’ notice is required to the Clerk if you wish to speak to the 
Council at the open forum.  If you wish to make a presentation or raise any issue with the council for a response 
at the following month’s meeting, please contact the Clerk at least 8 days before the meeting.    
Public period during the meeting - members of the public may make representations, answer questions and give 

evidence at a meeting which they are entitled to attend in respect of the business on the agenda only.   

Please quote agenda item number where applicable.  Time is limited to 2 minutes per person. In accordance with 
standing order 3(f), a question shall not require a response at the meeting nor start a debate on the question. The 
chair of the meeting may direct that a written or oral response be given. 

 
             Melanie Bickell,  Town Clerk 
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NORTH TAWTON TOWN COUNCIL 
Town Clerk:  Melanie Bickell 

 
14A The Square 

North Tawton  
EX20 2EP 

Tel: 01837 880121 
e-mail: townclerk@northtawtontowncouncil.gov.uk 
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 For experienced, 
local advice you can trust 
T. 01837 52379 
www.peterslaw.co.uk 

1 West Street, Okehampton  

 

 

WINDOWS-DOORS-CONSERVATORIES-JOINERY 

(Covering the whole of Devon) 

HIGH QUALITY PRODUCTS BACKED UP BY OVER 25 YEARS 

EXPERIENCE HELPING CUSTOMERS TO IMPROVE THEIR 

HOMES 

Why not give them a call to see what they can do for you 

and your property........ 

01837 54019 or enquiries@okehamptonglass.com 

www.okehamptonglass.com 

 

 



 

North Tawton Afternoon W.I. 
 

Ramblings of a North Tawton W.I. Member 
 
Did somebody say ‘General Election’? Does it feel like no one is talking about anything else? I can  
safely say that the subject has come up more than once or twice, over the morning porridge, as husband 
and I start the day. But what if things were a bit different? What if you could vote for a real alternative? 
What if the W.I. were to appear on the ballot paper?? Has that made you say ‘at last – a bunch of  
sensible (!), practical, no-nonsense people who will sort things out properly’. Would it have Rishi and 
Keir quaking in their boots/running for the hills/staying at home and not even bothering to produce an 
election manifesto? Sometimes I wonder if the initials W.I. should stand for ‘Women with Initiative’ or 
‘Women with Ideas’. Husband has a suggestion. This should be interesting. I’ll save it for the bottom 
paragraph. 
Rosemary Griggs was our June speaker – cunningly disguised as ‘Bessie’ an Elizabethan servant.  
Rosemary’s first visit to us, a few years ago, was as Lady Katherine Champernowne – the mother of Sir 
Walter Raleigh. Rosemary not only gave us a detailed history of Lady Katherine but was dressed head to 
foot in full authentic costume from the 16th century. This time she was dressed in servants clothing  
complete with a woollen cap made from ‘good Devon wool’. Rosemary started her talk in character, as 
Bessie, and then reverted to herself to tell us more about Bessie’s life and experiences – from losing her 
parents to ‘the pestilence’, then being taken to ‘the big house at Modbury’ where she learnt to sew and 
help with the mending. She also spent time working in the laundry, the kitchens and the still room where 
she would use a pestle and mortar to grind locally gathered herbs to make potions. Bessie then became a 
lady’s maid, moving away from Modbury to Ottery where she worked for Lady Katherine. Rosemary 
makes all the costumes she wears to portray her characters and tries to use authentic materials (i.e. wool 
and linen. She has also learnt the different stitching required, such as blackwork embroidery, so the  
finished outfits are as close as possible to those worn during the period. Being passionate about Tudor 
times and using her research into the forgotten women of history has led Rosemary to write two novels, 
‘A Woman of Noble Wit’ and ‘The Dartington Bride’ both set in Devon. Together with her love of  
theatre, re-enactment and her creation of 16th century clothing she has often been called a Devonian Time 
Traveller – a very fitting description. 
At 10 a.m. on Wednesday, we are clambering aboard a coach and heading off to……………… Our W.I. 
Mystery Trip is almost here – destination unknown, all they know is that there will be food – eventually. 
So that’s 34 ladies – on a coach – with no idea where they’re going. Apart from me. And the driver. This 
could be a wonderfully exciting adventure. Or………………. 
If we have returned safely from our Mystery Trip, we can look forward to a Wine Tasting event at Ten 
Acres Vineyard at Winkleigh. I think it involves tasting five wines including a sparkling wine. Did you 
know there is such a thing as wine tasting etiquette? I’ve just read it on-line. It’s hilarious. Talks about 
avoiding ‘backsplash’. 
Back to husband’s suggestion for an alternative meaning for W.I.  ‘Women who do Ironing‘ 
Does he have any idea how much trouble he might be in?                                
                  
                Sue Knott 
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BONDLEIGH RAINFALL 
 
The total rainfall for May amounted to 111.5mm 
compared to only 53.9mm last year. However 
more than half of this fell on only two days. 
34.9mm on the first day of the month and 40.9mm 
on 22nd/23rd. This second amount was thunder 
rain and the major part of this fell in about half an 
hour. 
 
Danny Semorad 
     

 

BOW & DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
 

Monday 22nd July 
 

7.15 for 7.30 p.m.  
 

talk by Mark Norman  
on  

Folklore & Superstition behind traditional crafts & trades.   
  

Bow Village Hall EX17 6HU  
 

Everyone welcome - visitors £4.  
Enquiries 01363 82468  
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M C Poole Contractors                   Digger hire with driver 

Most work undertaken.    General drainage and Ground Work 

CITB 
Tel: 01837 83130        Mobile: 07970 653827 

 
 
 
 
 

Dedicated teams of farm and companion animal vets. 
North Tawton        01837 82327 

  Okehampton          01837 658777 
  Hatherleigh          01837 810455 

www.northparkvets.co.uk 
      Farm: Emergency, routine, herd health, small holders. 

Pets: Vaccinations, neutering, nurse clinics, x-ray and operation 
facilities in all surgeries. 

Tel: 01837 82271           W J Morris & Sons 
                         

 ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS & CON-
TRACTORS      Established 1953 

 
                     Timber Yard, Sampford Courtenay 

                                    Okehampton EX20 2TB 
 
FARM, DOMESTIC & INDUSTRIAL INSTALLATIONS,  
EMERGENCY LIGHTING, FIRE & SECURITY ALARMS  



 
 

The Den Brook Community Fund invites Charities, Community Groups  
and Not-for-Profit organisations who are based in the parishes listed  

below, to apply for grants which will provide some assistance towards  
meeting the costs of new Capital Projects. 

The deadline for receipt of applications for this round of funding is 31st July 2024. 
As a guide, the total amounts available to cover the current round and the 2025 
winter round of funding are likely to be –  
    Bow  - £16,500          North Tawton - £44,500 
    South Tawton - £17,000        Spreyton  £4,000 
    Zeal Monachorum - £6,000 
 
An “Easy Guide”, Full Terms and Conditions and our new Application Form are available by e-mail from 
denbrookcommunityfund@gmail.com or from North Tawton Town Council Office,  
       14a The Square North Tawton EX20 2EP 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
The Den Brook Community Fund is administered by representatives of Bow, North Tawton, South Tawton, Spreyton, & Zeal 
Monachorum Town and Parish Councils. 
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REGULAR EVENTS FOR CHILDREN: 

 
Stay & Play – Mondays 10:00-11:00 (term-time only) 
A fun, free play session for under 5s. Come to play and 
socialise.   
Just drop in. 
 
Read to a Dog – Tuesdays 15:45 -16:45  
To help and encourage children and teenagers to read, 
book on to a 'Read to a Dog' session with 'Rafa' who 
has been assessed by and is registered with Pets as 
Therapy (PAT).  All children can benefit from this  
activity and are welcome, however, it is particularly 
beneficial to those children who find reading  
challenging, are worried about reading aloud in front of 
others or lack self-confidence and self-esteem. Each 
reading session lasts up to 15 minutes. Booking is  
essential.   
 
Bounce & Rhyme - Tuesdays 10:00-10:20 & 11:00-
11:20   
Suitable for under 5s. FREE, no booking necessary.  
  
Baby Weigh – Tuesdays 09:30-11:30  
FREE self-weigh facilities for parents to weigh their 
babies, are available in a screened area within the  
library. This is in partnership with Devon Public Health 
Nursing. No booking necessary. Parents and babies 
welcome to stay for Bounce & Rhyme!  
  
Duplo Builders & Storytime - Wednesdays 09:30–
10:15   
Suitable for under 5s. FREE, no booking necessary.  
  
Lego Builders - Saturdays 10:30–11:30   
Suitable for ages 5+. FREE, just drop in.  
  
Libro’s Friends 
Our all-new FREE reading adventure for 0-4 year olds 
has arrived! Collect a FREE sticker book from the  
library, receive a sticker featuring one of Libro’s animal 
friends for each visit to the library. Collect all 8 stickers 

to receive a certificate. 
 
The Secret Book Quest   
A completely FREE year-round reading challenge for 5
–12-year-olds across Devon. To take part, children sign 
up in the library, read 50 library books at their own 
pace, and collect stickers to solve the secret code.  
Finishers will receive a certificate and a small prize.  
 
  
Children must be accompanied to all events by a 
responsible adult   
Please see our library website or Facebook page for 
any additional events and library services 
www.devonlibraries.org.uk  
 

mailto:denbrookcommunityfund@gmail.com
http://www.devonlibraries.org.uk/
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St. James' Bondleigh 
Saturday 21st September 2 p.m. 

 
In Aid of Devon Historic Churches Trust. 
John Allan. Consultant Archaeologist of   

Exeter Cathedral,  will be giving a talk about 
St. James' Church. 

 
 Entrance £10 incl. refreshments.  

Numbers limited. 
 

 Tickets from Danny Semorad 07814877151. 
 

In the evening we have the Crystal Jacqueline 
Acoustic Band to entertain us  

More details later  
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The Guides will be holding their  

Walking Treasure Hunt & Takeaway Cream 
Teas  

on Sunday 7th July.  
The treasure hunt will start at 2.00pm from  

Church Cottage,5 Exeter Street,  
cost £1 per adult and 50p for a child,  

please bring a pen.  
Takeaway Cream Teas will be available from 
3.00pm, please remember to bring a container.  

Proceeds for Guide funds.  

SAMPFORD COURTENAY  
FLOWER & PRODUCE SHOW 

2024 
SAT 10TH AUGUST  

VILLAGE HALL 
 

Download your Schedule &  
Entry forms here https://

www.sampfordcourtenay-
pc.gov.uk/sampford-courtenay-

flower-produce-show-2024  
or contact Marion on  

01837 82285 or  
marion174@btinternet.com 

 

POTATO WEIGH IN – 1 p.m. 
Doors open at 2 p.m.  

Admission £2 (Children Free) 
REFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE 
Profits from this year’s show will go to  

SC Village Hall. 
 

TO PROMOTE “GREEN AWARENESS” 
PLEASE BRING YOUR OWN BAGS 

FOR YOUR AUCTION PURCHASES. 

Thank you 

https://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/sampford-courtenay-flower-produce-show-2024
https://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/sampford-courtenay-flower-produce-show-2024
https://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/sampford-courtenay-flower-produce-show-2024
https://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/sampford-courtenay-flower-produce-show-2024
mailto:marion174@btinternet.com
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Robinson Plant Ltd 
www.robinsonplant.co.uk 

 

A family firm with over 30 years  
experience 

 

All aspects of earthworks, ground works 
and hard landscaping including: 

 

Site Excavation 
Concreting and Driveways 

Stone Walling 
Paving and Patios 

Brickwork and Block work 
Foundations and Ground works  

Land Drainage and Ponds  
 

Office: 01837 89065 
Mobile: 07909 998945 

 Email: alec@robinsonplant.co.uk  

http://www.robinsonplant.co.uk
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   ENTENTE CORDIALE 2024  
 
On May Day the banner of Normandy flew outside the Victory Hall Lapford alongside that of Devon 
as 22 eager French visitors from Grainville-Langannerie were welcomed in 
the Victory Hall by Sue Briant-Evans on behalf of the Parish Council with a 
short speech - and in French. And thank you Google Translate which was 
very helpful over the next few days! 
The guests then dispersed to their hosts, in Lapford, North Tawton, 
Sampford Courtney and other villages to settle in and enjoy a relaxing  
evening meal together followed by a late start on the Thursday after the 18 
hour journey.   
The first ‘visit’ – Rull Orchard near Bickleigh - required good map reading.  
This small independent operation produces a good variety of ciders in various shades of sweetness 
from the surrounding trees, including an excellent dry sparkling.  They also do a selection of  
traditional perries.  Added to this was a tasting of award-winning Devon cheeses accompanied by  
local biscuits. The trip up into the orchards was a touch muddy and the composting toilet intriguing!  
After a quick trip home to refresh, the whole entourage decamped to the Waie Inn for an excellent 
three course dinner.  The assembled company was well entertained by the very talented Steve Panter, 
with the more energetic kicking off their shoes and strutting their stuff.  No names, but there are  
definitely some great rock and roll dancers in Normandy! 
On Friday we all set off to Castle Drogo – something of a surprise to the French as it is far from being 
a traditional medieval castle, such as they know from nearby Caen and Falaise. The exhibits in the 
children’s rooms were of particular interest to our visitors.   
Friday evening was a profuse buffet supper at the Bowling Club in North Tawton followed by a very 
competitive quiz and a raffle. Many thanks to all those who contributed food to fill the tables and  
prizes for the bi-lingual quiz. The balcony overlooking the green provided a wonderful sunny spot for 
the whole group photograph. 
 

 
Saturday’s trip was to the Taw Brewery to admire the medieval house with its Tudor features and the 
traditional brewery in the threshing barn with the tower that may once have been a cider press.  The 
spring that the brewery uses is in a 400 year old structure, listed at Grade 2*. It has never run dry and 
nor did the ales and ciders that were happily sampled in beautiful sunshine.  
The final evening was spent with hosts with various entertainment. In North Tawton a fish and chip 
party was held. In Sampford Courtney there was a competitive music quiz and in Lapford a farewell 
supper at Lapford Mill. Then (sadly) early on the Sunday morning we waved them goodbye.  
We look forward to the return visit to Normandy next 
year, maintaining a tradition that now goes back over 50 

years. If you would like to know 
more and perhaps become  
involved, please contact either:  
Linda Tucker via  
tuckslin@yahoo.co.uk  
or  Helen Perry  via helenp1703@gmail.com.   

mailto:tuckslin@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:helenp1703@gmail.com


SM Plumbing & Heating 
Stuart Moffat 

 
Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

 

Contact me 
on 

07738 759606  or  01837 880067 
 

No.519960     stuartmoffat2@h otmail.com 

 
Taw Va l l ey Dental Care 

 
56 Fore Street 
North Tawton 

EX20 2DT 
 

Telephone: 01837 880096 
 

Oral Health Accessible to All 
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The Armed Forces Veterans Breakfast Club  
meets on the third Saturday of the month  

at Jen’s Café  
in The Square at North Tawton  

from 0930 – 1130 hours. 
 

We are open to all Armed Forces and Reservist 
Veterans of all three Services. 

For more information contact Ian on 
07879881159. 

The Sculpture School… 

a DECADE in Devon  

The Sculpture School – the UK’s only venue 

for realist sculpture training – is celebrating its 

10th anniversary in Devon. To mark this milestone, it will be 

holding a major exhibition from 24th June to 7th July  

showcasing a DECADE of talent. 

With its unique and innovative method of producing modern 

realist sculpture in simple steps, the school attracts students 

from all over the world. Under the inspirational leadership of 

husband-and-wife team, Master sculptor Andrew Sinclair, 

MRSS, and Diane Coates-Sinclair, the North Tawton venue 

has become a sculpture sanctuary with school, gallery,  

workshop, luxury accommodation and sculpture garden.  

 

Courses run from a one-day taster, through four-day in-depth 

animal and human sculpture, to a one-year curriculum.  

Enthusiastic amateurs, professional sculptors and artists, 

school leavers, retirees – and even plastic surgeons – have 

all visited this Devon centre of sculpting expertise. 

 

A current ‘One Year’ student explains: “Andrew Sinclair has 

brilliantly developed an organised figurative sculpting  

method which can only be described as a breakthrough.  

After a humbling decade of courses with sculptors in  

Florence, Paris and New York, I had almost lost hope that I 

would ever be able to design my own sculptures or apply the 

anatomical importance I wanted in figurative sculpture.” 

 

The show – a DECADE in Devon – is open 10am to 4pm 

daily and admission is free. A selection of top work from 

Andrew and Diane, their students and alumni, will be  

available to view and purchase. Demonstrations and tours 

are planned for the weekends. 

mailto:stuartmoffat2@hotmail.com
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   News From North Tawton Community Primary School  

 

   Extracurricular Learning at North Tawton Primary School  
 

I hope when you look back upon your school days, you have happy memories. Mine are very mixed, but one aspect of 
my education I remember clearly and with great fondness are the school trips I went on. I remember the excitement 
of looking forward to having time out of the classroom, to experience something new and different, to have a break 
from the routine. At the time, I did not realise how these trips were shaping my future, providing cultural experiences 
and giving me safe opportunities for developing my independence.   
As I look back upon this school year, I am pleased that all our children have had exciting and interesting lessons in 
school, enhanced by extracurricular experiences facilitated by going on visits, attending events and by having visitors 
to our school. 
Mr. Letch made a huge impact upon our children when he spoke so openly and frankly about living with a disability. 
He surprised us all with the skills he has developed to overcome his physical limitations and had us really challenge 
misconceptions and preconceived ideas we may have had about disability. Many children went home and tried to 
write using their toes to hold a pencil, though we did not recommend trying to peel a potato with their toes – that’s 
for experts like Mr. Letch!  
Mr. Fox told Year Six about his memories of the second world war. He was young but remembers clearly surviving a 
plane crashing into his house! He spoke about his family and what it was like growing up in the aftermath of the war.  
Day visits to RHS Rosemoor, Paignton Zoo and Plymouth Aquarium enabled our younger pupils to see the living world, 
learn about life cycles, understand how animals and plants have adapted over time to suit changing environments 
and learn about conservation.  
Anglo-Saxon history was brought to life for Year Four when they visited Escot. They made bread, whittled wood,  
experienced a blacksmith and etched runes. Year Five and Six learnt more about life in Tudor times when local  
historians Marion Pratt and David Botting Page taught them about the events which led to the local historical event 
known as The Prayer Book Rebellion. They also engaged in Tudor crafts making pomanders and quills. Marion and 
David even dressed up for the part!  
To understand more about French culture, use their French language skills and learn more about World War Two, 
Year Six spent a week in Normandy. This year held even more significance as the class were there during the  
commemorations for the 80th anniversary of D Day. They saw the landing beaches where soldiers came ashore and 
this history was brought to life in the 360 degree cinema at Arromanches. Visits to Pegasus Bridge and Saint Mere 
Eglise told stories of individuals who entered occupied France in gliders or via parachutes in order to liberate the 
country. A particular highlight for all was attending a ceremony for the 100 year-old veteran Cecil Newton, during 
which the King and Queen drove past and waved at everyone! 
Meanwhile back in North Tawton, our eldest pupils attended the service where the D Day flag was hoisted in our 
town. Four pupils held the flag as it was blessed, a huge honour and privilege.  
I hope that when our pupils look back on their school days, they have fond lasting memories of the experiences they 
have had both in and out of the classrooms.         Tara Penny  Principal  

 



Page 18 ROUNDABOUT 

 
 

 
 

Sampford CourtenayVillage Hall 
Tuesday evenings 6 - 7.30 p.m. 

and 
North Tawton Bowls Club 

Tuesday mornings 10.30 p.m. - 12 noon 
£10 per session 

 

Have you tried yoga before and thought oh that’s not for 
me?  

Or, I’m not bendy enough? Or  I’m too old…stop right 
there….. 

You can start yoga at any age, any ability. I didn't start until 
I was 39 and have been teaching for nearly 20 years.  There 

will always be some postures that I cannot do, we are all 
unique, but for me, that’s not the true aim of yoga.  We are 
living in a busy world again, so by having some space and 
time just for you, we can remember how to work with the 
breath to regain some strength and increase our flexibility 
and have some time to rest and relax, you are looking after  
yourself, which is so very important for our physical and 

mental health. 
My style of teaching has been described as varied (no two 

classes are the same), adaptable (suits everyone, lots of 
variations depending on abilities) and most of all fun (takes 

more muscles to smile than frown). 
For more information or to book a place, please contact me  

onsarah@sarahsyoga.co.uk 
01837 849110 / 07592 377028 

To find out more about Sarah’s Yoga visit 
www.sarahsyoga.co.uk 
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North Tawton Repair Café would like to thank 
everyone who comes along to our events – it 
makes us all happy when we can fix something 
that would otherwise be thrown away. Did you 
know that you don’t have to have anything to 
fix in order to come along? We will be open on 
the dates below, and always have hot drinks 
available, and often soup, so please just pop 
along for a cuppa and a chat – we love meeting 
new people! 
 
We are also now able to offer repairs to  
computers and to bikes. Bikes must be booked 
in – please drop us a message on facebook, or 
call Ruth 01837 82207. 
 

There is a date change for July, due to  
Tawlands Festival being on the same day. 

6th July 2024 – 10 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. 

 
there will be no repair café in August. 

Please bring all items in prior to 12 noon, the 
earlier you bring them, the more likely we are 
to be able to look at them that day! 
At the Community Centre, Barton Street, North 
Tawton, EX20 2HN. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
North Tawton Library of Things 
 
Join for £5 a year and borrow any of the items 
we have in the library for free. Open 5.30-6.30 
every Thursday, in the Chapel of Rest. You can 
join online or with a paper form (available in 
the Post Office).  
Our library includes household tools, gardening 
equipment, beer and wine glasses, hoover and 
carpet cleaners, prams, travel cots, pet carriers, 
food dehydrator, dehumidifier and craft  
equipment! Why not pop along and have a 
look? 
 
https://northtawtonlibraryofthings.myturn.com/
library/ 

 
Exbourne, Sampford Courtenay & Jacobstowe WI 

 
At the meeting on Tuesday 14th May our President , 
Cherry Chidwick welcomed The Winkleigh Morris 
Dancers. Members learnt how Morris dancers first  
appeared in England in the 15th Century, going through  
different revivals through the centuries. We were shown 
different styles of Morris dances by the ladies of the 
group being accompanied by the men on their  
instruments. At the beginning of the 20th Century, it was 
the militant suffragettes who kick started another revival. 
The WI ladies were then asked to join in with a more 
simplified dance, after watching in awe how the dancers 
using horse sweat scrapers managed to twist themselves 
into different dance positions.     
Cherry expressed her thanks, and a great team effort to 
our very successful recent coffee morning at the village 
hall. 
Margaret Weeks was presented with a beautiful  
hydrangea plant, after stepping down as the press  
secretary and organiser of the monthly walks. The next 
walk being on 31st May at Fatherford. 
The winner of the flower of the month was Ethel  
Nancekivell, with Irene Harrison winning the  
handkerchief competition. 

 
Ben May from the Devon Shire Farm, near Hatherleigh, 
was welcomed to our June meeting by President Cherry 
Chidwick. 
Ben explained his sustainable work using Shire horses, 
from home breeding, and going on to train them to  
extract timber from local woodland, and agricultural farm 
work. After listening to Ben and asking many questions, 
members are now hoping to take tour of the farm!  He 
was thanked by Margaret Weeks. 
Three members had an enjoyable visit to The Royal  
Albert Hall to be part of the National Federation Annual 
Meeting. Margaret Cleveland gave a brief account of the 
proceedings. The theme was - Stop Violence Against 
Women, with various speakers including former Spice 
Girl Mel B sharing her own story of abuse. The dental 
health resolution was accepted as a campaign mandate. 
The winner of flower of the month was once again Ethel 
Nancekivell, Heather Aldridge won the item made of 
wood.  
The work of the RNLI on its 200th Anniversary will be 
the subject of the next meeting on July 9th at Exbourne 
Village Hall. 
Come along and see what the WI has to offer, you might 

like to join us.      

      Liz Moir 
 Doors open to the public from 10.30am entrance £1 per adult, refreshments and draw. 

  

https://northtawtonlibraryofthings.myturn.com/library/
https://northtawtonlibraryofthings.myturn.com/library/
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THE ART BOX – July 2024 
In association with Ruth Smith Gallery and Red Mud Arts. If you would 
like to contribute a short creative piece, review, or general arty  
musings, please send to Ruth at ruth@ruthsmithgallery.co.uk 

As mentioned in last month’s Art Box, Red Mud Arts is arranging a fantastic opportunity for 11 to  

16-year-olds in North Tawton to attend a free Lino Printing Workshop. They will be taught by well-known 
local artist Emmeline Webb. This fun creative session will run from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Friday 26th July 
2024 - the first Friday of the summer holidays. Emmeline will inspire participants to create one or more 
prints to take home. Places will be limited. To register for a place on this workshop for your young person, 

please email redmudarts@gmail.com. 

           Ruth Smith 

Okehampton u3a 
 

16th July   2.30 p.m. 
Fairplace Church 

 
Speaker - Mick Harrison 

 Cyber Project Officer  
with the Devon & Cornwall Police 

 
 Annual Membership £15.00 

 
Okehampton and District Local History Society 

 
Talk by Professor Jon Lawrence 

'The Search for Community in Post-war  
England'. 

 
Wednesday 10th July - 7.30 p.m.  

 
The Ockment Centre, Okehampton. 

 
All welcome. Visitors £3.00. 
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 Sampford Courtenay Parish Council  -  www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk 

                                     
 
 
 

 SAMPFORD COURTENAY PARISH COUNCILLOR VACANCY  
Sampford Courtenay Parish Council currently has a vacancy for a Parish Councillor and is seeking to 
co-opt an individual who meets the qualifying criteria . Expressions of Interest – to the Clerk by 5pm 
on June 19th 2024  ( clerkscpc@gmail.com ) for consideration at the Parish Council meeting on June 
26th 2024. Further details on a Councillors Role may be obtained from the Clerk on request – 
clerkscpc@gmail.com / 07732174071  
              
The applicant for co-option must be: at least 18 years old : a British citizen: an eligible Commonwealth citizen 
or a citizen of any member state of the European Union and must meet at least one of the following four  
qualifications:  
 

The applicant is, and will continue to be, registered as a local government elector for the parish in which 
they wish to stand from the day of their co-option onwards 

The applicant has occupied as owner or tenant any land or other premises in the parish area during the 
whole of the 12 months before the day of their co-option 

The applicant’s main or only place of work during the 12 months prior to the day of their co-option has 
been in the parish area, and  

The applicant has lived in the parish area or within three miles of it during the whole of the 12 months 
before the day of their co-option. 

        

SAMPFORD COURTENAY OPEN MEETING 2024 
At the May 1st 2024 Open Parish Meeting , there were several topics that engaged the parishioners and 
which supported the idea of further discussion at an open meeting later in the year. 
 
Key areas for discussion and future plans were the options for developing and maintaining the Village 
Green. Its assets and facilities  and the proposed development of the Public Toilets – its Phase 2 plan 
which seeks to improve disability access.  
  
Watch this space, the website and the village notice boards where we will endeavour to publicise the date 
and venue as widely as possible and start the process of working together.   
        
       Malcolm Harris  Clerk Sampford Courtenay Parish Council 

mailto:clerkscpc@gmail.com
mailto:clerkscpc@gmail.com


 
 
NORTH TAWTON 
 RUGBY 
FOOTBALL CLUB 
 The Clubhouse is  

available to HIRE for  

PRIVATE FUNCTIONS 

Competitive Rates 

Ample Parking 

Now with free wifi  

 

  ALL EVENTS CATERED FOR 
 

 Call  
 SARAH on 0 1 8 3 7 8 2 7 0 4 
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A friendly, family run company aiming to provide a range of 
high quality arboricultural services to our Customers’ trees. 

 
 

Services include: 

Tree removals/ dismantles 
Tree pruning, reductions, thinning, shaping and dead wood  
removal 
Hedge trimming 
Stump grinding 
Tree planting 

 

All work is insured to £5 million, complies with  
relevant British standards and is carried out by  
appropriately trained and equipped professional  
arborists  
CALL NOW for friendly, professional advice and to  
arrange a FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE  
TEL: 07398268877 
EMAIL: adamofedentrees@gmail.com 
Check us out on Facebook and Instagram: 
@adamofedentrees 

 

WHITEGATES JOINERY 
BESPOKE JOINERY SPECIALISTS 

 
KITCHENS, STAIRS, DOORS,  
SLIDING SASH WINDOWS,  

CONSERVATION WORK 
 

FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION 
QUOTE CALL ROGER 

 

01837 847682 / 07887731197 
 

E MAIL whitegates05@yahoo.com 
 
 

Practical Wood Working Lessons Available 



QUAKERS  
 

Ockment Centre 
                   North Street,  
  Okehampton 
                     EX20 1AR  

 
                 Sundays at 10.30 a.m. 

All visitors welcome 

 

NORTH STREET CHAPEL  
SEWING CLUB 

6.30 - 9 p.m. 
(also knitting, crochet, cross stitch etc.) 

 

For further information contact 
               Charlotte Sampson 07706 942901 or  
 charlotte.sampson22@gmail.com 

 
No club in July, August or September 

 

 

 Sampford Courtenay Flower Club 
 
 

8th July 
 

 40th (Ruby)  Anniversary 
 

2.30 p.m. Sampford Courtenay Village Hall 
 
 

For more information contact the Chairman,  
Nancy Passmore on 01837 54894 

 

Sampford Courtenay Parish Website: 
 
http://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/ 
 
The website is managed by Julie Carpenter who can be 

contacted on  
 

juliec2911@hotmail.co.uk 
or  

admin@sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk 
or by phone: 

          07866 605184 

 

READING GROUP 
 

Normally meets on the last Tuesday  
of the MONTH 

7.30 p.m.  
 

  for further information or to join 
contact Ann Palmer  

phone 01837 851659 
on annpalmer@lineone.net   

 

Little Seedlings                  
Playgroup 

North Tawton Primary  
School Hall 

Every Tuesday during  
term-time 
9 – 11 a.m. 

For babies & toddlers 0 – 4 yrs 
Admission £2 per family  

payable at the door 
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SAMPFORD COURTENAY VILLAGE HALL 
 FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 
 
REGULAR ACTIVITIES:- 
  
PILATES           Monday  9.30 to 10.30 a.m. 
 
YOGA CLASSES            Tuesday 6 to 7.30 p.m.     
 
TAP DANCING         Thursday 11 a.m. to 12 noon 
 
CHEERFUL CHATTER GROUP   
  is taking a pause for the summer   
 
TABLE TENNIS              Weekly—for details 
                ring 01837 851659  
 
FLOWER CLUB    2nd Monday of every  
         month 2.30 p.m. 
   
 
OTHER DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:- 
 
Sampford Courtenay Open Gardens 
         Sunday 30th June  
     11a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Flower, Produce and Craft Show   
    Saturday 10th August   
      1p.m. potato weigh in 
     2p.m.doors open 
 
Please see separate adverts or visit the parish  
website/facebook for more details on all of these 
events . www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk 

 
NORTH STREET CHAPEL 

 

TEA AND PRAISE at 3 p.m. 
 

July 21st 
with  

The Down Family 

mailto:charlotte.sampson22@gmail.com
http://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/
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Ladies who lunch 

 

 

 

 

Meet at the New Inn 

Sampford Courtenay 

at 12.30 p.m. on the 

fourth Wednesday of the month 

(unless otherwise advised) 

 

Pre-booking is essential  - please ring: 
 

 Jackie Mardon     01837 748116 

Debbie Manton, the New Inn 01837 82247 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOR MORE INFO PLEASE CALL MARTIN ON 07817464420  
PARISH@BTINTERNET.COM                       FACEBOOK LOCAL LOGS                        WWW.LOCALLOGS.NET 

 

TRUCK LOAD     £120 
(1 m3) 
 

TRUCK & HALF £165 
 

DOUBLE LOAD  £220 
(2 m3) 

 

TRAILER LOAD £360 
(4 m3) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              
 
  Email ;  josh@mdff.co.uk  
           www.mdff.co.uk 

mailto:josh@mdff.co.uk
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Introducing Tuesday Chat       

Twice a month a group of us meet in the Mortimer Room at St 

Peter’s church to enjoy ‘coffee’ and company together.  We 
spend time with friends old and new while enjoying  

excellent cake and other treats. 
Maybe you are new to the area?  Maybe you would like to make 

new friends?   Maybe you are feeling isolated?  Tuesday Chat is 

for you! 
Here’s what we love about Tuesday Chat: 

“A ‘safe’ place to come and be welcome.” 
“Come in and have a chat and nice coffee and cake.” 

“A good opportunity to meet new people.” 

Stay for as little or as long as you like between 10:30am and 12:00pm on the 2nd and 4th Tues-
days of the month.   

For more information contact Jo Fear on 01837 82553. 

We are open to all with no commitment so do ‘pop-in’, ‘drop-in’ or just ‘come in’ for a coffee. 

 
 
Hi everyone 
 
I hope that you are all well. As I write, June has turned in to March with high winds and heavy rain forecast. 
The weather is certainly keeping us on our toes. 
 
May and June have been packed full of lots of lovely events and activities. We had a visit at Castle Drogo by 
Exeter University renewable energy students, MED theatre led a drama and creative writing session for local 
primary schools at Finch Foundry, a Mossy Carpet was created at Parke, Lydford and Drogo, the Disabled 
Ramblers visited Lydford Gorge and we marked Carers Week by welcoming unpaid carers and the Devon 
Carers team to our places. It is such a pleasure to be connecting with so many wonderful local groups and 
organisations and for the places in our care to offer respite, inspiration and joy to so many people. 
 
We also thanked our wonderful team of volunteers in Volunteers Week. We have 300 volunteers across 
Dartmoor – these are the fantastic people who share stories with you in our buildings, help care for wildlife 
habitats, keep our gardens beautiful or give you a lift in the buggy. Volunteers are involved in every area of 
our work and every place in our care. Huge thanks to everyone who gives their time to enable us to share 
these incredible places with so many people. 
 
Coming up, as we head in to summer, we are hosting work experience students from local secondary 
schools, providing placements and training for Exeter University students, welcoming group visits by local 
groups, holding outdoor theatre events and preparing for our stands at various local shows including 
Chagford Show and Lustleigh Show. I very much hope to see some of you at the shows and let’s hope the 
weather cheers up by August! 
 
Finally, I have an exciting and equally terrifying announcement to share with you. This September, I will be 
part of a small team of Dartmoor National Trust folks embarking on a challenging 108 mile trek around 
Dartmoor. Starting on Friday 20th September from Castle Drogo, we are going to walk the whole route of 
the Dartmoor Way in 8 days – a 108 mile circular route which loops around the National Park. 
  
Our aim is to raise money towards getting a fully accessible Changing Places Toilet on Dartmoor. As well as 
raising funds, we want to raise awareness that, although there are Changing Places Toilets in Exeter,  
Plymouth, Tavistock and Bovey Tracey, there isn’t currently a Changing Place Toilet with hoist and adult 
sized changing area on Dartmoor. The difference this provision would have for people is significant. 
 
I know that times are hard for so many people and money is tight, but I would be really grateful for any 
support. If you are able to spare a few pounds please visit our Just Giving page on www.justgiving.com/
team/dartmoorwaychallenge Or if you feel inspired to run a fundraising event to contribute to our mission, 
that would be amazing too. Thank you for any support. 
 
Take care everyone. 
 
Kind regards, Paula  
Volunteering & Community Manager, Dartmoor 
07826 945107, paula.clarke@nationaltrust.org.uk   

http://www.justgiving.com/team/dartmoorwaychallenge
http://www.justgiving.com/team/dartmoorwaychallenge
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The Two Moors Festival October 2024 
Tamsin Waley-Cohen announces this year’s programme 

 The Two Moors Festival 2024 will take place from the 3-13th October across  the two moors: 
 
Exmoor from Thursday 3rd October – Sunday 6th October (venues in Lynton, South Molton, Bampton, Dulverton 
  and Minehead)  
Dartmoor from Thursday 10th October until Sunday 13th October (venues in Okehampton, Lydford, Chagford,  
  Ashburton and Exeter Castle. 
  
This year’s theme is the daily 24 hour cycle of various lights and darknesses, wakefulness and slumber we all  
experience. Since 2001, the Two Moors Festival (charity no. 1095723) has evolved into a well-respected and  
distinctive classical music festival held in remote, rurally isolated parts of Devon and Somerset. The Festival presents 
an artistic programme to rival many high-profile city-based events and has an international reputation for excellence 
way beyond its immediate physical reach. It attracts some of the most exciting performers in the world of the calibre 
only seen in large City venues. It has become an important part of the South West Cultural calendar. 

 
Highlights of the 2024 Festival on Exmoor include: 

UK Premiere of Freya Waley-Cohen’s newly commissioned piece sung by Baritone, Roderick Williams, with  
   Christopher Glynn on the piano. 
Connaught Brass playing Debussy, Purcell, Fauré and modern works by Jan Bach, Robin Haigh and Florence  

  Price. 
Mahan Esfahani, the international and exuberant harpsichordist playing Book One of J.S. Bach’s Well-Tempered 

  Clavier. 
Carducci Quartet playing Haydn, Mozart and Schubert. 
 

and on Dartmoor: 
Stile Antico – the Early English a cappella group. 
Palisander Record Quartet – known as the Early Music’s Spice Girls. 
Tamsin Waley-Cohen playing Bach, Ysaye, Paganini and Tartini. 
Young Musicians’ Competition Winners’ Concert. 
Pianist George Fu playing Chopin and Ravel at Exeter Castle. 

 
Tamsin Waley-Cohen Artistic Director, said “I’ve chosen to explore this year’s theme from different perspectives, 
from the 24 hours of the day and the 24 keys of western music, to magic and dreamscapes, the bright sunlight of the 
baroque to the reflected moonlight of romanticism, and our connection to the Earth’s daily turn on its axis. This  
promises to be a Festival full of evocative experiences and storytelling from both internationally established and  
      exciting up-and-coming artists.”  

DARTMOOR WEEKEND 

Thursday 10 October 7.30pm All Saints Church, Church Path, Okehampton EX20 1LE 

Stile Antico Early English Music including Byrd, Tallis and Monteverdi 

Friday 11 October 6pm and 8.30pm The Nicholls Hall, Lydford, EX20 4HB 

Palisander - Recorder Quartet   

Tamsin Waley-Cohen – Violin Paginini, Tartini, Biber and Bach amongst others 

Saturday 12 October 11.30am St Michael the Archangel, Chagford, TQ13 8BN 

Young Musicians’ Competition Concert   

Saturday  12 October 3pm Ashburton Arts Centre, 15 West Street, Devon, TQ13 7DT 

Palisander Family Concert   

Saturday  12 October 6pm and 8pm Exeter Castle, Castle Street, Exeter, EX4 3PU 

George Xiaoyuan Fu – Piano Ravel and Chopin 

Sunday 13 October 3pm Exeter Castle, Castle Street, Exeter, EX4 3PU 

Henning Kraggerud and Clare Hammond - 
Violin  and Piano 
with Narrator (TBC) 

Festival Finale: Equinox 



 The Whiddon Mission Community 
North Tawton, Bondleigh, Sampford Courtenay, Honeychurch  

Chagford, Crockernwell, Drewsteignton, Gidleigh, Hittisleigh, Murchington,  
South Tawton, South Zeal, Spreyton, Throwleigh, Whiddon Down. 

TEAM VICAR: North  Tawton     Rev’d. Dr. David Spence   (89243)      revdspence@gmail.com 

TEAM RECTOR: Chagford      Bishop Nick McKinnel     nick.mckinnel@gmail.com 

ASSISTANT MINISTER: North Tawton     Rev’d. Rita Bullworthy (89168)         ritabullworthy@yahoo.co.uk 

CURATE: Chagford       Rev’d.  Dr. Harriet Every (01647 432402)  

PARISH WORKER: North Tawton     Mr. Wesley Cutler  (07540 127827)   wesleycutler@hotmail.co.uk 

 

CHURCHWARDENS 
St. Peter’s  North Tawton    Mr. Paul Andrews       (82648)    Mrs. Rhona Bragg     (82343) 
St. James’s Bondleigh Mr. Danny Semorad    (82319)  Mr. Graham Stokes   (82240)                                                                                   
St. Andrew’s Sampford Courtenay  Vacancy  Mrs. Sarah Hanks      (851287)
St. Mary’s Honeychurch Mr. Ray Squire           (851627)  Mr. Richard Weeks   (851269) 
 

(All numbers are 01837 numbers unless otherwise stated) 
Church web page address: http: //www.stpetersnorthtawton.org.uk/ 
Facebook:     https: //www.facebook.com/stpetersnorthtawton/ 

 

    JULY SERVICES at  
  St. Andrew’s Church 
         S a m p f o rd C o u r t e n ay 

 

 
7th July   9.30 a.m.       Morning Worship 
 
 
14th July  9.30 a.m.        Communion  
 
 
21st July   6.00 p.m.       Choral  Evensong 
 
 
28th July   No Service  
   11a.m. Patronal Service  
   Bondleigh 
       
 
      

 

JULY  SERVICES at  
St. Peter’s Church 

N o r t h Taw to n 
 

   7th July   11 a.m. Morning Worship 
 
  14th July    11 a.m. Informal Communion 
 
 21st  July   11 a.m. Family Service 
 
 28th  July   9.30 a.m. Toast Church 
 (For families with Under 7’s) 
                    11 a.m.    Traditional Communion 

 

JULY  SERVICES at  
St. James’s Church B o n d l e i g h 

 

7th July 9.30 a.m. Communion Service 
 
28th July 11 a.m. Patronal  Festival  
    Communion Service 

JULY SERVICES at  
St. Mary’s Church  H o n eyc h u rc h  

 
7th July 3 p.m. Evensong / Communion 
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ORTHODOX CHURCH 
Devon Parish of Holy Prophet Elias 

For details of services contact 
Celia or Martin Olsson (82796)  

 

North Street Chapel Sundays  
JULY 2024  

 
Contact:    Mr. R. Sampson 07835 033062 

 
July 7th  -11a.m. Special service - Ken Hamilton 

 
July 14th - 11a.m. - Breaking of Bread 
 
July 21st- 3p.m. Tea and Praise -  
     The Down Family 
 
July 28th - 11a.m. - Worship service 

 

mailto:ritabullworthy@yahoo.co.uk


House Building ∙ Extensions ∙ Conservatories 
Barn Conversion · Brick, Block, Stone Work 
Driveway Paviours ∙ Rendering, Plastering ∙  

Patios Wall & Floor Tiling ∙  
Wood Work all fixings  

 

    IAN RICE Builder 
Sunnyridge, Moor View, North Tawton 

Devon EX20 2HW 
 

Mob: 0 7 9 6 7 4 1 8 1 1 0 

ipricebuilding@gmail.com 

Kevin 

     Osborne 
   Aerials & Satellite 
   City & Guilds NVQ 
 

0 1 3 6 3 7 7 7 1 9 0     0 7 8 4 1 6 4 4 3 9  5 
Aerial Upgrades ∙ All aspects of Installation and Repair 

 Discreet Installation ∙ Extra TV Points ∙ Existing Aerial &  
Satellite Problems Resolved ∙ DAB Radio Aerial 

Free Advice ∙ Free Quotation Service ∙ Free Signal Check 

ROUNDABOUT Page 28 

 LINDFIELD PLANTS  & EGGS 
CREDITON ROAD, SAMPFORD COURTENAY 

 

SEASONAL BEDDING / PERRENIALS / SHRUBS 
HANGING BASKETS 

COMPOST 40 &60 Ltr./ CANES / HORSE POO £2.00 Per Bag 
Open All ay-Every Day 

 
We Accept Credit and Debit Cards 

From Okehampton - Left Hand Side, just after Railway Bridge 
From N.Tawton - Right Hand Side, just before Railway Bridge 

 
LOOK FOR THE LINDFIELD PLANT SIGNS 

01837 880219   07806815558 



 

ANYONE WISHING TO PLACE A COMMERCIAL   

ADVERTISEMENT IN “ROUNDABOUT” IS  

INVITED TO CONTACT THE EDITORS FOR  

DETAILS OF ADVERTISING RATES. 

“Roundabout” is printed by 
Hedgerow Print 

13-14 Meadow Business Park 
Lords Meadow Industrial Estate 

Crediton EX17 1DN 

The Benefice Choir 

Under the direction of 
 

Roger Cleverdon 
 

Available to sing at 

WEDDINGS · BAPTISMS· FUNERALS 

Roger Cleverdon         01837 810320 
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POLICE  NON EMERGENCY 

PHONE NUMBER 101 

 

NORTH TAWTON TOWN HALL 

Bookings: Annette 07724 948031 

Secretary: Lin  01837 880031 

 

FROM THE REGISTERS  

Baptism 
2nd June   Léan PALMER      St. Andrew’s, Sampford Courtenay 
9th June   Harvey CUMMINGS     St. Peter’s, North Tawton 

Weddings 

25th May   Jordan HOSKINS and Beth KNOTT    St. Peter’s, North Tawton 
1st June   Joe EDWARDS and Meg HIGGS    St. James’s, Bondleigh 

Funerals 

23rd May   Frances Mary PIKE   (94 years)            St. Andrew's Sampford Courtenay 
31st May     Peter SQUIRES  (82 years)     St. Peter’s, North Tawton  

Devon Sensory Outreach Service   

NORTH TAWTON COMMUNITY CENTRE 
   Free, confidential and impartial service for people with 
hearing and or/visual impairment provided by the Sensory 
  Team,  Devon County Council. 
 Available on the third Thursday of each month in    
 North Tawton Community Centre, Barton Street. 
         10.30 a.m. and 12 noon. 
For further information contact: Care Direct 0345 155 1007 

Please continue to remember those who need help 
via the Food Bank box in St. Peter’s Church outer 
porch. It is accessible there during the day and  
contents are regularly  moved to the community 
kitchen in  Merry-Go-Round   Thank you.          

 
Be Still 

A short informal monthly service of themed  
prayers, reflections & readings and creating space to dwell in 

the presence of God 
 

St. Andrew’s Church,  Sampford Courtenay 
Fourth Thursdays at 10 a.m. 

 
The next date is Thursday  July 25th 



   Church Flowers & Brass 
 

Sampford Courtenay 

 

 July    Avril Flanagan 

 August   Jeanette Baker 

Honeychurch  
  
 July    Vera Collins 
 August   Karen Squire 
  

Bondleigh 
 

 July 7th   Rose Smith 
 July 14th / 21st  Sonia Rix 
 July 28th/ / Aug 4th Cath Pettyfer 
 Aug 11th / 18th  Helen Ruby 
 Aug 25th / Sept 1st Jane Semorad 

 
North Tawton 
  

Flowers 

  
 July 7th      Sue Knott/ Ro Davies 
 July  14th / 21st  Hannah Fursley 
 July  28th / Aug 4th Monica Simons 
 Aug 11th / 18th  Celia / Jo & Vicky 
 Aug 25th   Margaret Arscott 
Brass 

 
July    Anita Lamey 
August   Celia Boughton / Jo Fear
    
******************************       

North Tawton Residents 
 

Would anyone be interested in joining the  rota 
to do church flowers? 
We are always interested in having new  
arrangers and you do not need to have  
experience in flower arranging. 
If you would like to go on the rota please phone            
Sue Gray      01837 82464 
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Pause for thought 
 
 

      Summer is y-comen in 
  Loudė sing cuckoo! 
  Groweth seed an bloweth meed 
  And spring’th the woodė now, 
  Sing cuckoo! 
 
  Sing cuckoo, now! Sing, cuckoo! 
  Sing, cuckoo! Sing cuckoo, now! 
 
      Anon. 

 Sampford Courtenay Prayer Book Rebellion 1549 
 
I would like to thank the many people who have supported the 
recent events marking the 475th Anniversary of the Prayer 
Book Rebellion in Sampford Courtenay. 
 
Over the last few months there have been :- Talks by Histori-
ans and Tudor Specialists, Guided 'Battlefield' Tours, Local 
History events and special events for Young People. Many 
thanks for the partnership and support  from Devon Family 
History Society, The Devonshire Association. Members of 
'Commotion Times' Re-enactment Group and our Local 
Schools who have contributed to making them such a success.  
 
The community event on June 8th featured  Floral Displays in 
the Church, Morris Dancing, Tudor Sports and Games, a 
Mummers Play, Re-enactment Group Activities and  
Demonstrations, a Tudor Fayre and local Food and  
Refreshments.  
 
So many people have contributed to the success of the  
Anniversary. Special Thanks to Members of the Steering 
Group but extra special thanks to Marion Pratt and Michele 
Wilson whose support, expertise and energy has enabled the 
events to take place. They are true community champions and 
experts on 'doorstepping' folk to be involved. 
 
Sampford Courtenay will always be associated with the  
beginning and end of the Prayer Book Rebellion. It started 
with a local uprising which had a major impact on the  
overnment of the day and had a devastating end at the final 
battle and for a long time afterwards. 
 
We have a  responsibility of remembering what took place 
here and ensuring that the story is told and that it can be 
passed on to future generations.  
 
My thanks to you all for your support. 
 
     David Botting-Page 
     Sampford Courtenay.   
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PURE GREEN RURAL SERVICES 
 

All aspects of fencing undertaken 
Hedgelaying  

Dry stone walling 
 

No job too small 
 

Please Call Ed 07956026511 
 

Puregreenruralservices@hotmail.co.uk  

 
Sampford Courtenay Village Hall 

 
Available to hire for Activities, Clubs,  

Meetings, Weddings, Parties, Shows etc. 
 

We can offer a main hall with stage 
blocks, separate meeting room,  

modern kitchen, toilets, vestibule with  
accessible toilet and ample car  

parking. 
 

Handy location for our historic village 
and church, with outstanding views. 

 
Free wifi.  

 
For more information and details of our 

competitive rates please contact  
 Joy Tucker   07749 522996. 
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