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C. J. Steer & Sons Ltd

Funeral Directors
Est 1969

24 hour Service
All Facilities

Homefield, Station Road, Bow

Tel: 01363 82414  Mobile: 07785 540248

\ Local Homebred,
| Grass Fed Beef & Hogget

Available as either Mixed Boxes
or Individual Cuts

www.acorn-farms.couk | 07795 251505

acom.farms @ outlook.com

Wall & Floor Tiling
Waterproof Tanking

Under Tile Heating
Free Quotations

Tel 01837 52013 Mob 07729 460746

Weirford House

in picturesque Sampford Courtenay

Well equipped Garden B If-cateri
P e o broalasy | Corering

Avril Flanagan - 01837 89132

5* ratings on Google.  See our website for details

www.weirfordhouse.co.uk avril@weirfordhouse.co.uk

FORE STREET GARAGE

( Proprietor: Kevin Hodge)
Fore Street, North Tawton

Tel: 01837 82006
M.O.T. TESTING STATION

Servicing and Repairs to all makes and models
Competitive Rates Fully Qualified Mechanic
GoodGarageScheme.com
( Registered Member )

Do you need a bespoke timber
garden building or garage?

See the large display of studios,
offices, summerhouses, workshops,

ShiEldS BUildll‘lgS sheds and garages on show at:

de Bathe Farm, North Tawton, Devon, EX20 2BE
01837 82442 | www.shieldsbuildings.co.uk

é". Ashridge Court Farm
Dried Hardwood Logs

ASHRIDGE
— COURT — from our own woodlands
Pasture-fed Beef

Fabulous slow-grown beef from your local supplier
Mixed boxes from just £10 per kg
Contact Carolyn on 07872 598659

Ashridge CourtFarm, EX20 2DH www.ashridge-court.co.uk

n N Ashridge Great Barn

Follow us for more details of
ASHRIDGE events in 2025 including;

Saturday 3 May - Guided walks in Bluebell Woods
17 & 18, 21 & 22 May - NGS Open Garden days
Saturday 5 July - Ashridge Wood Fair

Ashridge Court Farm, EX20 2DH ww.ashridgegreatbarn.co.uk
info@ashridge-court.co.uk 01837 352025

NICHOLS NYMET HOUSE

MANOR HOUSE BED AND BREAKFAST
& SELF CATERING COTTAGES
www.devonbedandbreakfast.co.uk
email mandpgoodman@outlook.com
Tel 01837 82626

For all your accommodation requirements —
When family and friends come to stay use us as guest rooms.
Peaceful location 1.5 miles from North Tawton
WITH WONDERFUL VIEWS

We offer three large bedrooms all with

en-suite bathrooms including a family suite
for up to 5.

Full English Breakfast using finest produce.

Rates from £45 per person per night —

Children half price.

Also we can offer Self Catering Cottages available on a
weekly basis.
Please see our Trip advisor reviews and Facebook pages.
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From The Rectory

It’s hard to concentrate on writing an article when the
snow is falling outside. My eyes keep on being drawn
back to the beauty of the falling snowflakes. Like the
flames of a fire I find it fascinating and could stare for

year — a snowfall brings a bit of excitement — the
schools are to close early just the day after they open.
But by the time you read this you will have already
enjoyed (if that’s the right word!) the so-called most
depressing day of the year. It’s just that time of year —
dark, cold and wet.

I am not sure what the equivalent to the long dark
nights of winter was in Jesus’s time and place, but [ am
sure there were similar seasons. Now, after Christmas
is over and it is a long wait until the summer comes to
warms our skin, is maybe when we most need to
remember the truth behind what happened the first
Christmas. God came to earth as the baby Jesus — and
this means he...

...understands our weaknesses, for he faced all
of the same testings we do, yet he did not sin.
So let us come boldly to the throne of our
gracious God. There we will receive his mercy,
and we will find grace to help us when we need
it most. (Hebrews 4:15-16)

hours. January and February can be quite a dull time of What an invitation to bring all that we face — even those

dark winter days — to God in prayer. We can come to
God with confidence — he wants to offer us mercy and
help when we are in times of need. But there’s even
more. The writer is reassuring us, that when we fail,
makes mistakes, do wrong things, we can turn to him.
And he doesn’t shout down from heaven in judgement.
No, he says to us “yes [ know it’s hard... I’ve been
there... [ know it’s difficult... let me help you...”
Christmas means God knows what we face, the highs
and lows, the boredom and the excitement, the feelings
of success and of disappointment, the times when we
just have to push on and the times when life is a
complete joy. He made the choice to give up for a time
the glory of heaven to humble himself to the cold and
darkness of a manger birth. So that he would know
what it was to be one of us and even more so he could
help and rescue us. As you begin 2025 why not try
what the writer to the Hebrews suggests — approach the
throne of this God in prayer and ask him for help in
your time of need.

David Spence

LITTLE FISHES
WToddler Group ‘@

Every Thursday (inc. school holidays)
9am-11lam @ St Peter’s Church

Little Fishes is our weekly toddler group for
parents and children aged 0-4 and is held in
St Peter’s Church, North Tawton.

We are a growing group from in and
around the town and aim to
provide a FREE space which is fun and safe for
children and supportive for parents.

For more info, please contact Wez Cutler on: 07540127827 or wesleycutler@hotmail.co.uk

Drop in anytime between 10.30 a.m. —12 noon
in the Mortimer Room
St. Peter’s Church

2nd & 4th Tuesday of the month

February 11th & 25th

For more information contact
Jo Fear 01837 82553

CONCERT

2 p.m. Saturday 15 February 2025
5t Andrew’s Church, Sampford Courtenay

Ceruleo

Emilv Owen and Jenni Harper sopranos
Toby Carr theorbo Kate Conway viola da gamba
Satoko Doi-Luck - harpsichord
performing
Voices of Longing
17" century music of

Barbara Strozzi and others

Tickets on the door £10
All receipts for the upkeep of 5t. Andrew’s Church
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Bloggs Garage

In business since 1948
The Barton, North Tawton, EX20 2BB
Tel: 01837 82077
info@bloggsgarage.biz

service and repairs, Air con Re-gas
Modern diagnostic kit in use

We supply and fit Tow Bars, Tyres, Bulbs,
Cam belts and batteries etc.
4-wheel laser alignment service
Courtesy vehicles available
Class 4 MOTs

Opening hours;
8.30-17.30 Mon-Fri,|
08.30 — 12.20 Sat.

Exhausts, Clutches, Qil, Brake components,

o

S3mas

I:IE GYSTEMS

OIL & GAS FIRED HEATING SPECIALISTS

info@energysystems-sw.co.uk
www.energysystems-sw.co.uk

OIL & GAS FIRED HEATING SPECIALISTS
BOILER AND SYSTEM MAINTENANCE
AGA & RAYBURN SERVICE ENGINEERS
OIL STORAGE TANKS & HEATING CONTROLS

TEL: (01392) 860558

Gy
ACCREDITED
INSTALLER

vartes
OW-fired \!
seters W&

Bow Garden & -
_Aquatic Centre ﬁ

Gel Growing!
Spring Bulbs,
Seed Potatoes &
New Season’s Veg

Cheerful Planis
Spring Bedding
Plants, Perennials
& Shrubs

| Waterside café ‘
| ’-b_.-
Award-winning Café
with delicious
homemade food!

Open Mon - Sat 9-5pm Sunday 10-4dpm
01363 82438 www.bowgardencentre.co.uk
EX17 6LA

ASHMAN HANDYMAN

07710 642 441

WHY STRUGGLE
NO JOB TOO SMALL

* A second pair of hands (How often do we say "I need another pair of hands")

+ Decorating indoors or outdoors (But not cakes)

+ Oven cleaning (Yes I will charge Jo)

+ Flatpack furniture collection and/or assembly (I actually enjoy this)

*+ Window cleaning inside or outside (Outside 1st and 2nd floors | hate ladders)
+ Item collection/delivery (A van is available along with a trailer if necessary)

* Word processing (Typing up notes or help designing/using software)

* Lawn mowing, hedge trimming & general garden maintenance

ASHMAN HANDYMAN
All jobs within a 20 minute drive of North Tawton considered.

ROUNDABOUT

very reasonable rates charged on an hourly basis

Page 4



Midweek
Communion

Please do join us, for our midweek communion
services; they are open to all.

12 p.m. 25th February
(St. Peter’s, North Tawton)
A traditional said communion service from the
Book of
Common Prayer.

Pasforal W
Care '

wsilily

Pastoral Care Team

If you would like to talk to one of the team,
please contact:

North Tawton
Rhona & Ken Bragg 01837 82343
Jackie Tye 01837 880479

Sampford Courtenay/Honeychurch

Rory Robinson 07811 324154

Lynn Robinson 07966 477465
Bondleigh

Danny Semorad 07814 877151

Lin Warre 01837 82089

Roundabout

is published for the community on
behalf of the four parish churches of North Tawton,
Sampford Courtenay, Bondleigh and Honeychurch.

Opinions expressed by contributors are their own
and are not necessarily endorsed by the Church,
by the PCC,
by members of the four churches, or by the Editors.

Contributions should be sent to
Hilary and Richard Edwards,
Shellsley,

Exeter Street,

North Tawton,

EX20 2BZ
(tel. 01837 82376)

E mail: nt.roundabout@gmail.com
no later than noon on the13™ of the month
before publication is required
(and earlier, if possible)

New advertisers are always welcome.
Advertisements can be arranged for shorter periods
than one year or for single editions.

Visit Roundabout on its own website:
www.northtawtonroundabout.com
(There are also links online via the websites of the
North Tawton Town Council and the
Sampford Courtenay Village Council).

St James' Church, Bondleigh

Sunday 16th February @ 11.00am

The Venerable Dr. Mark Butchers

We are pleased to invite you all along to
our communion service on Sunday, 16th
February at 11.00am. We are delighted to
say that this service will be led by the
Venerable Dr. Mark Butchers.

Many of you will remember Mark from his
time as the Team Rector for North
Tawton, Sampford Courtenay, Bondleigh
& Honeychurch from 1993 to 2000.

Caroline Stokes
on behalf of St. James's PCC

We are pleased to let you know that the
[ & population of Bondleigh has yet again
e increased by one with the birth of Phoebe
Evelyn Gower on Monday, 6th January
who has joined Tim, Alex and her brother,
Rupert at Lower Town Farm.

Greetings for the New Year from
Nicky & Malcolm Craig

e e e —r—

Malcolm and Nicky Craig are sorry to have been unable
to send cards this Christmas. We had hoped to send
this message in the December copy but were unable.

We have not been able to get to many of the festive and
New Year Events but want to send our best wishes and
thanks to our friends for the cards and best wishes that
we have received.

There is always an open door at Lower Trecott and we
would welcome seeing our friends for a tea and a chat
in the New Year but please give us a ring first to make
sure that we are in and ready and able to welcome you.

ROUNDABOUT
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PELER ' PETER & WRIGHT

SOLICITORS

SERVICES FOR THE INDIVIDUAL INCLUDE:
Conveyancing & Other Property Transfers
Court of Protection . Divorce, Family & Relationship
Matters . Employment. Landlord & Tenant
Lasting Powers of Attorney . Litigation
Personal Injury . Probate & Estate Administration
Trusts . Wills & Inheritance Tax Planning

SERVICES FOR BUSINESS INCLUDE:
Agricultural Matters . Business Contracts
Business Property Transactions
Corporate and Commercial
Employment . Landlord & Tenant . Litigation

For experienced,

local advice you can trust
T. 01837 52379
www.peterslaw.co.uk

1 West Street, Okehampton

HE
B kehampton
Glass L

WINDOWS-DOORS-CONSERVATORIES-JOINERY

(Covering the whole of Devon)

HIGH QUALITY PRODUCTS BACKED UP BY OVER 25 YEARS
EXPERIENCE HELPING CUSTOMERS TO IMPROVE THEIR
HOMES

Why not give them a call to see what they can do for you
and your property........

01837 54019 or enquiries@okehamptonglass.com

www.okehamptonglass.com
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North Tawton Afternoon W.I.
Ramblings of a North Tawton W.I. Member

We’re taking over the Post Office. Well —not all of it. Just the window. When you are visiting our wonderful
Post Office (for the whole of February) prepare to be blown away by a display of our many talents. An array of
photographs and a variety of craft items will be on show demonstrating what we get up to. And this is hopefully
going to make YOU — (that is, the ladies of the parish) rush home, pick up the phone and demand to become a
member. Husband is looking at me. His expression makes me think that he’s going to ask me which particular
craft items [ will be displaying in the window. He’s doing this because he thinks he knows the answer. None
whatsoever. But he’d be wrong. He’s forgotten about my Dorodango.

The weather decided to present us with a bit of a dilemma for our first meeting in 2025. It snowed. And the
occasional glance through the Rugby Club windows during the afternoon was enough to make us think we
wouldn’t hang around too long. But long enough to appreciate the incredible vocal talents of Bronwen
Stephens-Harding. Bronwen was eight when she decided she wanted to be a professional opera singer and in
2018 — after a career thus far of busking, choral and opera singing together with singing studies — she founded
Rogue Opera with the idea of bringing opera to new audiences and into unconventional types of spaces rather
than the usual theatre setting. Bronwen also runs sound and movement workshops in which she actively
encourages people to explore their voices and explains how important it is to use our breath in such a way that it
truly connects to our bodies. This involved our members walking around the room making ‘unusual’ vocal
sounds and adopting different walking postures whilst doing so. Then — she taught us how to sing Puccini’s
Madame Butterfly.

Well — not all of it. Just a tiny bit. And then there was a request to hear Bronwen sing. So she did. She sang an
excerpt from Carmen’s ‘Habanera’ — and it made the hairs on the back of my neck stand up. It really was a
‘wow’ moment. A brilliant way to start the W.I. New Year.

We had a trip to Okehampton cinema in December. To see the live streaming of Cinderella — performed by the
English National Ballet. It was fabulous. And we’re booked in to see another couple of live streaming ‘events’ —
Les Miserables and Billy Elliot. Don’t know about you but I’'m allergic to the sound of popcorn being munched,
so I told the ladies that the popcorn machine was out of order.

We’ve got another Mystery Trip planned for 2025 (and you can keep trying, Jacqueline, but no matter what you
do or say our destination will remain a well kept secret) and is it too early to mention another Christmas
shopping trip to Clarks Village in November? Our trip to Clarks, last November, was exceptionally successful
judging by the number of shopping bags being squeezed onto the coach. I think we must have contributed
greatly to their annual takings.

Talking about Christmas — am I the only one that thinks the preparation for Christmas is far too long? It seems to
start a bit earlier every year (I think it’s called Christmas Creep — yep, I’ve just Googled it and it really is a
‘thing”) Is there a way to stop it? Do we need to put another petition in our lovely Post Office demanding that
Christmas can only be talked about or planned from December 1%?

Husband has definitely moved on from Christmas. It’s THAT time of year again. The spare bedroom is booked
for the next few months and is already occupied. Spuds are us. Oh yes. Chitting is about to take place and it is a
Very Serious Business. Light levels have been calibrated, moisture levels have been recorded and potato
varieties noted in the ‘Journal’. You may think that the very last thing he does before lights out is kiss his wife
goodnight, but you’d be wrong. He checks the spuds. The Very Serious Business of checking for chitting is
extremely important.

Husband has a totally blank expression on his face. The ‘Dorodango’ workshop I went to last summer didn’t
have as much of an impact on him as I thought. So I’ve had an idea. = I’m going to display my Dorodango in the
Post Office window. Sue Knott

Okehampton & District Local History Society

Wednesday 11th March - 7.30 p.m. at The Ockment Centre, Okehampton.
All Welcome. Visitors £3.00.
Okehampton and District Local History Society Talk - 'The Best Days of our Lives? - A brief history of the old
Okehampton Primary School' by Dr. Alan Parkinson.

In this talk Alan Parkinson will discuss the importance of the history of the school and its wider community.
Central to the talk is an overview of the historical development of the old Okehampton Primary School which
was based for many years at the Ockment Centre (the venue for this talk). The recollections of some former
pupils will be featured in the course of the talk and if you have your own memories or recollections as a pupil,
teacher or other staff, please come along and share them at this meeting.

Dr. Alan Parkinson is a former teacher, teacher-trainer and university history lecturer. He has written many
books and is the co-author of 'West Devon's History Tales' and 'More West Devon History Tales'.
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TONY DAY Older Property Building Surveys
. Thatched or slate properties built of Cob or Stone.
Heating and P]umbing o Custom Thatched Roof Surveys.
. Weekend "Hands on" Thatching Courses.
Main and LPG Gas Master Thatcher and Residential Property Surveyor
Reg No 191548 www.thatchedhomeinspector.co.uk
Gas Safe Registered Ring Charles on 01647 231 706 or 07771512670
Holland Park Farm, South Tawton,
B Okehampton. EX20 2PP
01837 83702 07773 966201 sy
BROADBURY LANDCARE

'r . Middletown Farmhouse B&B

m‘ Sampford Courtenay, Okehampton
i ! *® | Devon EX20 257

01837 880300/07591 529548

Kevin & Nicky Courage

All aspects of Garden Maintenance
and Landscaping

Andrew Barton 07532 216216

Proprietors Fully Qualified Fully Insured
middletownfarmhouse@gmail.com Free Estimates
www.middletownfarmhousebandb.co.uk

Deborah Taylor KEVIN RICE

Registered Childminder

Churchward
Sampford Courtenay
01837 82743

FULLY QUALIFIED BUILDER & DECORATOR
With 40 years experience in and around
North Tawton.

All aspects of building work from small repairs to
new builds undertaken by a local tradesman who
cares about quality and personal service.
Contact Kevin

Mobile: 07749 674357

dngels dftair §alon

Hair in the Square - 01837 82430
Modern Unisex Hair Salon

. Official Suppliers of Tigi Hair products

. Modern salon with the most up to date equipment
. Free to join Reward Scheme

. Cosmetics for sale at below high street prices

. Exclusive salon hire available for private functions

Tuesdays - Wednesdays - Thursdays - Fridays
9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Saturdays
Phone for Appointment

11 The Square, North Tawton, EX20 2JD

Tel: 82815

MOTs and General Repairs
Code resetting
Wheel Alignment

Car Servicing -
Diagnostics =

Tyre fitting and repair =

Hearn Haulage Ltd

Septic Tanks Emptied
(Small lorry available)

Phone: 01805 601203
Mobile: 07831241531
Email: hearnhaulageltd@outloock.com
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Sampford Courtenay Parish Council - www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk

The Parish Council was busy in the final weeks of 2024. The Sampford Courtenay
Open Parish meeting in late November was supported with administration and chaired
by Clir Wilson. The meeting was well attended and seven local speakers talked
through current and planned village initiatives and community projects. A useful
group discussion, table by table , formed part of the evening and a summary of the
feedback and ideas have since been posted up on the website and on the local notice
boards. Do take some time to read what your local community and neighbours are
talking about and any other ideas will always be welcomed . Email the Parish Clerk on
clerkscpc@gmail.com or come along to any Parish Council meeting . Our next
meeting is on Wednesday March 26™ 2025 at & pm in the Village Hall.

The last Parish Council meeting of 2024 , also in November had a full agenda that
considered 5 planning applications , 6 Parish priority updates and 3 reports on topics
ranging from the possibility of a gov.uk email domain change for the council to the
central government’ s intention to legisiate remote attendance at local authority
meetings in future . The council also voted to host the Sampford Courtenay christmas
tree lighting and caroils event with refreshments — this was subsequently enjoyed by
many in the community last month.

Our Parish priority work continues to be updated and reported upon by our
hardworking Councillors. Clirs Carpenter and Green are working on some of the ideas
submitted to the parish survey regarding the development of the VillageGreen. The
work involved on the accessibility improvements to the Green and the Waterpath are
currently out for quotes and will be reported to an early 2025 meeting .

The January 2025 meeting will have been held by the time this edition of Roundabout
is printed. The agenda has some interesting reports and updates on topics ranging
from the Broadband issue for Sampford Courtenay ( reported in a previous
Roundabout edition ) to the Railway 200 initiative www.railway200.co.uk

Our minutes and the reports are on the website www.sampfordcourtena C. v.uk

Malcolm Harris Clerk to Sampford Courtenay Parish Council clerkscpc mail.com

Lambing Experiences &

Half Term Family Activities
Join us this lambing season for a hands-on

MASTERSWceEP

———PROFESSIONAL CHIMNEY SWEEPS ——

The local, friendly go-to company

experience for all ages. Learn about lambing,
help with afterbirth care, and potentially
bottle-feed lambs. You might even witness
and assist with the birth of a lamb!

Mon 10th - Sat 22nd February excluding
Fridays & Sundays. £6 per child, £8 for 16+,
free for 2 & under. Book via the website.
We will also be running family activities
over the February half term, please see

’the website for details.

Q 7 \www.made-wellevents.co.uk

\\"“MADE-WELL

hhl * . A COMMUNITY INTEREST COMPANY
01837 810584
admin@made-wellevents.co.uk
West Fishleigh Farm, Hatherleigh EX20 3QA

for expert chimney sweeping,
stove repairs and advice.

 Woodburners & Multifuel stoves
» Open fires

e Inglenook fires

 Birds nest removal

Member of the Guild of Master Chimney
Sweeps covering Exeter, surrounding
areas, Mid and East Devon.

% 07923 377 113

B4 info@mastersweep.uk

& www.mastersweep.uk @.ﬂ,
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www.mbcaccountants.co.uk

MBC
01837 N
TSR accountants o

Ware Builders & eeee
ConbraCborS Ltd Your Local Business Specialists

Tet: 01837 89139

ware.builders@yahoo.co.uk North Park

Veterinary Group Limited

EST 1963 ¥ >
FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING NEEDS -
s ' Dedicated teams of farm and companion animal vets.
New Builds  Extensions North Tawton 01837 82327
s Okehampton 01837 658777
Complete House Renovations Hatherleigh 01837 810455

www.northparkvets.co.uk
Farm: Emergency, routine, herd health, small holders.

Pets: Vaccinations, neutering, nurse clinics, X-ray and operation
1 Week Cottages, North Tawton, Devon EX20 2AB

facilities in all surgeries.

EQUU

Qp Smart Drainage | | TS

FOR BREEDING — FOR SPORT — FOR LIFE

Providing your horse with a friendly,
practical and caring service.
Sewage Treatment Plants . High Pressure Drain Jetting

Drainage Fields / Soal ys* Drain Lining & Robotic Cutting
Septic Tank Surveys . Emergency Drain Response
CCTV Drainage Surveys Exciting career opportunities

Go gle *Trustpilot

FIVE STAR REVIEWS EIE3EIEIES

64 Fore Street — North Tawton — Devon — EX202DT

01837 214004

Tank Emptying Services
Sewage Treatment Plants, Septic Tanks, Cesspits,

Grease Traps, Oil Interceptors etc. all emptied.

2 **We offer reduced rates for Achille
> chilles
r— Achilles — you and your neighbour’s - -

BT | when you have your tanks | G

= memesr = emptied at the same time** L siven rius

01392 57 66 66
www.smart-drainage.co.uk
enquiries@smart-drainage.co.uk

M C Poole Contractors Digger hire with driver
ri' ; . / Most work undertaken. General drainage and Ground Work
Ny~ el NRSWA CITB
Tel: 01837 83130 Mobile: 07970 653827

constructionline

Tel: 01837 82271 W J Morris & Sons ww.rheywoodelectrical.co.uk
=
Ri B EZ ERER ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS & CON-
seorowes TRACTORS  Established 1953 R HEYWOOD
ELECTRICAL
Timber Yard, Sampford Courtenay
Okehampton EX20 2TB Richard Heywood

07816392670

FARM, DOMESTIC & INDUSTRIAL INSTALLATIONS, V781639267

EMERGENCY LIGHTING, FIRE & SECURITY ALARMS

NAPIT APPROVED
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Hi everyone |% Nati0na| TrUSt

| hope that you are all well and had a happy and healthy new year. 2025 certainly arrived with a bang with high
winds, snow, ice and heavy rain interspersed with the occasional ray of sunshine. Our Ranger and Garden
teams are busy working their way through all the storm damage so please look out for various path diversions
as they clear fallen trees and broken branches.

I'd like to say a huge thank you to all the choirs, groups and performers who helped to create a beautiful
Christmas at Castle Drogo. There were many lovely musical performances which visitors really enjoyed and a
gorgeous display of handmade tulips, created by members of Dartmoor Creative Textiles, down the main stairs,
recreating the tulips the Drewe family always had for Christmas. It was wonderful to see many people venture
out between Christmas and new year too. A special thank you to the staff and volunteers who came in to make
it possible for us to open the castle.

We now focus on the year ahead as the National Trust marks 130 years since it was founded by 3 incredible
volunteers. On Dartmoor, Spring is firmly on its way with buds and bulbs appearing everywhere. Here are a few
dates for your diary so you know when various places are open:

e Parke, just outside Bovey Tracey, is open from dawn until dusk all year round if you need some fresh air
and a stroll through the woodland and riverside paths.

e Lydford Gorge will open both the Devil’'s Cauldron and Waterfall trails, 7 days a week, from Saturday 1
March, 10am — 4.40pm. Always check the website in case of high winds!

e Finch Foundry opens Wednesday to Sunday from Wednesday 19 March, 11am — 4pm.

e The Teign Valley estate and Fingle Woods are open every day from dawn until dusk.

Castle Drogo partially re-opens on Monday 3 February, 10am — 4pm, with the café, shop, garden and part of
the castle. We then fully re-open on Monday 24 March, 10am — 5pm, with new displays to mark 50 years since
the National Trust opened Drogo to the public.

This leads me nicely to a very important date for your diary. On Friday 28 March, it will be exactly 50 years to
the day since the Trust first opened Drogo in 1975. We would like to say a massive thank you to all of our
neighbours and local communities for all of the support you have given us over those 50 years. You have been
patient and kind on busy days when visitors park in funny places or get lost, and helped us to care for Drogo by
visiting, bringing friends and family with you, buying a cuppa in the café, making a purchase in the shop, or
donating books for the second hand bookshop.

As a sign of our appreciation, we would like to invite you for a community free entry day on Friday 28 March.
Castle Drogo will be open from 10am until 5pm. Just bring along a copy of this magazine to get your free entry.
Many of us will be in 1970s dress if you fancy dressing up too. Not compulsory of course! It would be fun
though so dust off those flares, put on your platform shoes and join us for a brief travel back in time to 1975.

Best wishes all, Paula Volunteering & Community Manager, Dartmoor , paula.clarke@nationaltrust.org.uk
WHITEGATES JOINERY S sl e seiluticervs
BESPOKE JOINERY SPECIALISTS Luxury handmade artisan chocolates, freshly

made to order with
the finest Belgian chocolate:

KITCHENS, STAIRS, DOORS,

SLIDING SASH WIN DOWS’ Crystallised orancg};()sii()czl::l;edgggs ?n dark chocolate
CONSERVATION WORK Chocolate Florentines

Perfect as a unique gift for:

FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION . .

QUOTE CALL ROGER Nairthdays.
irthdays

Valentines Day

01837 847682 / 07887731197 Wedding Favours

Corporate Gifts
E MAIL WhitegateSOS@yahoo.com Beautifully presented in gift boxes with your own gift

message.

Pre-order service available for bespoke personalised
Practical Wood Working Lessons Available chocolates.
www.sarahjanechocolatier.com
sarah(@sarahjanechocolatier.com

Tel: 07359 948 837

ROUNDABOUT Page 11
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CLEANING

Services
for Commercial & Residential Properties

* Window cleaning - traditional methods

* UPVC clean - soffits, fascias, gutter exteriors
& downpipes

* Gutter clearing

* Powerwash - driveways, pathways, decking
etc...

» Soft wash - exterior walls, brick work,
cladding and more

« Annual Solar Panel clean

* Caravan & motorhome - exterior cleans
« Disinfectant fogging service - removing
airborne bacteria from properties / vehicles /
stores

TELEPHONE: 07887 588019,

A.M.CleaningsolutionsNT@gmail.com

Robinson Plant Ltd

www.robinsonplant.co.uk

A family firm with over 30 years
experience

All aspects of earthworks, ground works
and hard landscaping including:

Site Excavation
Concreting and Driveways
Stone Walling
Paving and Patios
Brickwork and Block work
Foundations and Ground works
Land Drainage and Ponds

Office: 01837 89065
Mobile: 07909 998945
Email: alec@robinsonplant.co.uk

ROUNDABOUT

YOUR ONE-STOP ESSENTIAL SHOP!

‘::‘d“‘.
\“:‘*‘_& # WILD BIRD FOOD # PEANUTS # FAT BALLS
\“0\@3 ¥ TREATS % PET FOODS # LITTERS & BEDDING

®

# COMPOST # BARK CHIPS # FENCE & WOOD CARE
# SEEDS # PLANT FOOD #TOP SOIL # PEST CONTROL
% SMOKELESS FUEL

# TOILETRIES # BIN LINERS # CLEANING PRODUCTS
# COOKWARE # DIY PRODUCTS # PAINTS & BRUSHES

W STATIONERY & GREETINGS CARDS

NOW STOCKING...

# HERBS % SPICES # DRIED FRUIT
# PULSES # FLOUR % OATS

...AND SO MUCH MORE!!!

POP IN AND SEE US - WE'D LOVE TO SEE YOuU!

Reclaimed Architectural and
Landscaping Granite

Troughs, Gateposts
Flagstones, Steps, Garden
Features, Architectural
Building Materials, Walling
Stone, Granite Boulders

AERRRRRRRRRRRRRRIIIAn

We also offer an installation
service,

Phone: 01837 89065

Mobile:07909 998945

Email:info@dartmoorgranite.co.uk
Web: www.dartmoorgranite.co.uk

Page 12
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At Okehampton Library LiBrari
ipraries
Unlimited

Okehampton Library offers so much more than books. It's a warm, welcoming space with free WiFi and computer access,
people to chat to, groups and activities. Enjoy a natter with other customers or have a go at our community puzzle.
Free hot drinks available.

Our Reading Well titles offer a range of books covering physical and mental health, and include titles aimed at children and
teens. And don’t forget if you're housebound or struggling to get to the library, our Home Library Service can deliver not just
books but a friendly chat too!

Keep an eye out for more events and activities at Okehampton Library. Visit our website: discover.librariesunlimited.org.uk
Follow us on Facebook (Okehampton Library) and Instagram (@okehampton.library).

EVENTS
FEBRUARY

Fancy Dress Rail

February 2025

Come in and choose your child’s next fancy-dress costume for World Book Day (6th March). No swap required. Monetary
donations welcome.

National Storytelling Week 1-9 February

Bedtime stories & hot chocolate

Friday 7th February 17:00-17:30

Bring your teddy bears (pyjamas optional) to listen to some bedtime stories, hot chocolate will be available, provided by The
Friends of Okehampton Library. Free event, donations welcome. Suitable for ages 0-10.

Stay & Play with ‘Tiny Travels Cultural Drop-in'

Monday 10th February 10:00-11:00

Come along to Stay & Play and experience a cultural diversity pop-up play group session with Tiny Travels.

Tiny Travels Cultural Education provides children in Devon with the opportunity to learn about different cultures in a fun,
accessible, educational way with the mission to help promote understanding, reduce stereotypes and combat racism in the
British countryside.

Explore global crafts, instruments, storytelling, diversity games, dolls, sights, smells & sounds from around the world!

Free drop in event for children under 5 and their carers.

Blind Date with a Book

Available 10-15th February

Come into Okehampton library and choose your next read, blind date style. Will you fall in love with your match?? Or swipe
left!

Police Community drop in

Thursday 13th February 15:30-16:30

Police Community Support Officer Sean Jones, will be here if you would like to come in and chat. He said: “It will be a good
chance for us to engage with the community and answer any questions or concerns people have, as well as passing on
advice if they would like it. | will also bring along some finger printing kits for any children to take part in.”

Space Display Half Term Event 17-22nd February

During library opening hours

Drop in and help us to create a Space display for the library. Free event, donations welcome. Suitable for children and their
carers.

Repair Event from Proper Job

Saturday 22nd February 10:00 - 12:00 TBC

Do you have items that could be repaired. Tool/knife sharpening, small household electrical repair and textile repairs. Proper
Job's electrical repair expert can also do clocks and mechanical items. Refreshments and cake will be available for a small
donation.

Proper Job is proud to be one of the UK’s pioneering community reuse centres, located on the northeast edge of Dartmoor in
Devon. Striving to minimize the unnecessary disposal of materials through education and engagement, encouraging
sustainable practices within our community.

For details of regular events for adults and children visit Okehampton Library, 4 North Street, Okehampton EX20 1AR

ff’ Okehampton Library

Okehampton.library@librariesunlimited.org.uk 01837 52805
Opening Hours
Monday 09:00-17:00
Tuesday 09:00-18:00

@ @okehampton.library Wednesday 09:00-13:00
Thursday  09:00-17:00
Friday 09:00-18:00

Saturday 09:00-13:00

ROUNDABOUT Page 13
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Adam Mark Butler

Property maintenance service

North Tawton
07534537226
adambutler919@gmail.com  § @a.m.b.propertymaintenanct

Block work
Plaster boarding
Small concrete worlk
Slabbing

Skimming
Rendering
* Painting

+ much more |

A.M.B.

Adam Mark Butler

s

Pause for thought

Scatter the nations who delight in war.
(Psalm 68, verse 30)

When you hear of wars and rumours of wars

do not be alarmed.
(St. Mark’s Gospel, Chapter 13, verse 7)

G W{ }%Q 7} FLOWER ARRANGEMENTS INSPIRED BY THII

. DEVON COUNTRYSIDE

LOTTIES "

FLOWER STUD :El
I+ -V’

A (RO e

MADE WITH LOVE

07359922512
LOTTIESFLOWERSTUDIO@PROTON.ME

NORTH TAWTON, DEVON

5 0 @

Acupuncture
Kampo- Japanese Herbalism
Qigong Tuina Massage
01837 851886
07792 333109
www.the-wellspring.co.uk

lhsan Dal Din @

British
Acupuncture
Council Member

All are welcome to our
monthly auctions of antiques,
quirky items, and
collectibles. Free coffee, tea,
and fruit all day. And comfy
chairs!

The first Saturday of every month from 98.30am. Viewing
on the Friday before from 10am to 4pm.

O Q.
DARTMOOR AUCTIONS

The Salercom, Bowden Place, Sticklepath, EX20 2NL

01837 849379 www.dartmoorauctions.co.uk

Exbourne

ARRAD FORCy; ‘

AFVBC.com AFVBC.com

BY VETERANS FOR VETERANS 3

The Armed Forces Veterans Breakfast Club
meets on the third Saturday of the month
at Jen’s Café
in The Square at North Tawton
from 0930 — 1130 hours.

We are open to all Armed Forces and Reservist
Veterans of all three Services.
For more information contact Ian on
07879881159.

SM Plumbing & Heating
Stuart Moffat

Plumbing & Heating Engineer

Contact me
on
07738 759606 or 01837 880067

No.519960

N

stuartmoffat2@hotmail.com

Taw Vall ey Dental Care

56 Fore Street
North Tawton
EX20 2DT

Telephone: 01837 880096

Oral Health Accessible to All

ROUNDABOUT
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Thank you!

Carals at the Inn raised £342.00
Plus
£165 from the Quiz Might held at the New Inn
Maoking a total of

£507.00 to Children's Hospice South West

Thank you to everyone who supported the evenings

znd to The Mew Inn for hosting the events

BONDLEIGH RAINFALL

Firstly, I will deal with the November and December
rainfall. Both months were significantly drier than the
equivalent months in 2023. November measured
123.9mm compared to 168.7mm last year and
December measured only 77.7mm compared to
156.5mm in 2023. Almost all of November's rain fell
in the second half of the month, whereas December's
was spread evenly through the month.

Total rainfall for 2024 was 1171.5 mm. (46.12ins).
The wettest month was February with 196.9 mm. and
the driest was June with only 19.3 mm.. This total was
very similar to 2023 with 1190.4 mm (46.86ins). The
wettest month being November with 168.7 mm and
the driest February with 17.5 mm..

Many people ask if I have noticed any significant
changes in rainfall patterns with the onset of 'climate
change'. I have to admit that I have seen no change to
the rainfall patterns. Our rainfall is just very variable
no matter what the season. This can be shown by the
last two February’s.

My records start in 1996. So far, the wettest year was
2012 with1380 mm. and the driest was 2003 with
680.9 mm.. The average over 29 years is 1032.6mm..
In the last 10 years 6 years have been above average.
Perhaps a pattern is starting to emerge.

Over 50 mm. has fallen in the first 5 days of 2025.
Watch this space!

Danny Semorad

Okehampton u3a
Tuesday 18th February

Climate and Ecological Crisis? What’s all the fuss about? is a
60-70 minute presentation
by David Ramsden MBE, an experienced and many say
“inspirational” speaker.

David, has been talking about and researching climate
change for more than 36 years which has helped him to put
together this informative talk which provides an easy-to-
follow introduction to the whole subject and the solutions
some people are proposing. It is aimed primarily at people
who don’t understand our global situation, and people who
think they do, but have done little or nothing about it.
Want to know the answers to questions like;
“There’s an awful lot of fuss being made about Climate
Change and people are even talking about extinction”..
“surely things aren’t that bad, are they?”

Or
The easiest thing to do about climate change is ignore it.
What's the big deal anyway?

There’s nothing new about extreme weather events. These
things have always happened. Even if our climate is
changing a bit, what does it matter (?) and how do we know
it’'s man-made?

In the words of Prof. Alasdair Skelton, Director of the Bolin
Centre for Climate Research, Stockholm University, “This is
the best talk | have heard about the climate and
ecological crisis. | warmly
recommend this outstanding talk”.

So, if you’re not sure what climate change is, whether or
not it’s really happening, or whether anything really needs
to be done about it, why not attend David’s talk? It's a great
way to find out.

This meeting will be held at Fairplace Church, 3 Fairplace
Terrace, Okehampton, EX20 1DT starting at 2.30 p.m..
Admission is £1.00 to help towards costs of venue and
refreshments.

BOW & DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Monday 24th Feb 7.15 for 7.30 p.m.

Speaker Prof. Levi Roach.
Acthelred - the Unready

Bow Village Hall EX17 6HU.

Membership £15,
visitors very welcome entry £4,

tea/coffee biscuits included.
Enquiries 01363 82468

ROUNDABOUT
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SERVICES FOR SMALLHOLDINGS
Fencing and Hedgerow Services

A range of services to improve,

0 enhance and restore

your green areas

STRREL

Working with Nature

Contact: Philip Cribb 85¢ (Hons) PGCE
07815 133576 - phil@sorrelcms.co.uk

www.sorrelcms.co.uk
Bow, Devon

DAN BARZOTELLI

BUILDING AND LANDSCAPING

07934 560547
Small extensions . Fencing
Bricklaying " Decking
Stonework ’ Patios
Renovating . Pathways
Rendering o Fascia
Plastering b Guttering

Complete Property Maintenance
North Tawton Based
Covering all Mid - Devon
25 Years experience

Rangemoors.

The home of Stoves
Range Cookers and

Renewables.

* Wood & Multifuel Stoves
* Cookers & Cookware
* Flues & Chimneys
* Spares & Accessories
* Logs & Multifuels

|
!
.x

SO
3

Find us outside Winkleigh on
the A3124 Torrington road.
Open Mon to Sat, 9 - 5pm.

)

Call 01837 680068

www.rangemoors.co.uk
The Airfield, Torrington Road, Winkleigh, Devon EX19 8DW
HEATING +« COOKING =+« LIVING

ROUNDABOUT

/

—

moorland fuels

The Local Independent Fuel Supplier
You Can Count On!

Moorlands House, North Rd. Okehampton EX20 1BQ
www. moorlandfuels.co.uk

Page 16




News from North Tawton Primary School g

Children’s Mental Health Week - Know Yourself, Grow Yourself

Over the years, people have become more aware of the need to acknowledge the importance of positive attitudes
towards mental health.

I am of the generation of being told ‘big boys don’t cry, pull yourself together and cheer up love, it might never
happen.” I was led to understand that emotions were ‘good or bad’ and ‘bad’ ones should be bottled up.

As society has become more emotionally literate, we know that these attitudes have not been helpful for adults or
children navigating the challenges of life. In my teaching career, educators have become increasing aware of the need
to explicitly talk about managing feelings and emotions and teach children strategies for developing positive mental
health.

Place2Be launched the first-ever Children's Mental Health Week in 2015 to empower, equip and give a voice to every
child in the UK. It has since become a well recognised event, with hundreds of schools and colleges participating
across the UK (and beyond!) as well as hundreds of children, parents and carers.

Children's Mental Health Week 2025 will take place from 3-9th February 2025.

The theme for 2025 is focus is Know Yourself, Grow Yourself, with the aim to equip and empower children and
young people across the UK to embrace self-awareness and explore what it means to them. We want children
and young people to discover how getting to know who they are can help them build resilience, grow and
develop.

Taken from the Place2Be website.

At North Tawton Primary, our Year Six class are preparing an assembly for the school. They will be supporting their
school friends understand their feelings, and to take positive steps if they are feeling low.

Year Six advice:

Talk about how you feel.

Sometimes some alone time is healthy to reflect and feel calm.
If you are anxious, use a fidget toy as a distraction.

Get lots of sleep so you are not grumpy.

Try meditating, journaling and doing some extra exercise.

There are lots of helpful networks online including Place2be, NHS, NSPCC and Young Minds if you want advice to
support a young person with their mental health.

Tara Penny

Principal, North Tawton Primary School

Exbourne Village Hall

Our popular Quiz and Puds event will take place on Friday 21st February. Doors open 7
p.m. for 7.30 start. Entry is £5 per team of up to 4 people. Selection of desserts at £5 per
head. Bring your own drinks. There will also be a raffle. Space is limited so please book in
advance by contacting Sue Rose on 01837 851232 or ser@care4free.net. Payment will
be taken on the night. Any contributions of desserts will be gratefully received.

We will also be holding a Skittles Evening on Friday 21st March at 7.30 p.m., £2 per
person for hall funds. This is a fun sociable evening for all abilities. Tea and coffee will be
available or bring your own alcohol.

ROUNDABOUT Page 17
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STAFF REQUIRED

GRAYLINGS FISH & CHIPS

PERSON TO LEARN FRYING, IN NORTH TAWTON SHOP,
NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY, FULL TRAINING WILL BE
GIVEN. MAINLY WEEK-END WORK, FRIDAY &
SATURDAY BUT ADDITIONAL HOURS ARE AVAILABLE
ALSO
COUNTER AND KITCHEN STAFF REQUIRED IN BOTH
NORTH TAWTON AND OKEHAMPTON SHOPS.
ALSO
PERSON FOR POTATO/CHIP PREPARATION

HOURLY RATES ON APPLICATION.

CALL 01837 89195 NORTH TAWTON
OR 01837 54663 OKEHAMPTON

S gilbertstephens..
GROOMING phens

Ouyeony When you need advice
we have the solution

FULLY QUALIFIED & INSURED
DOG GROOMER

Call our Okehampton office 01837 51 21 00
9 Red Lion Yard EX20 1AW

- Clipping / Scissoring / Styling

. Hand Stripping Call our Crediton office 01363 77 55 66
Manor Office, North Street EX17 2BR

Ultrasonic Teeth Cleaning

- Nail Clipping / Grinding Call our Exeter office 01392 42 42 42
15- 17 Southernhay East EX1 1QE

- Puppy Introduction (3 to 6 Months Old)

Other offices at Budleigh Salterton, Ottery St Mary

and Sidmouth.

07915 350132

Visit gilbertstephens.co.uk for more information
The Barton, North Tawton EX20 2BB n T T T e e e e e
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North Tawto

z; B( 'patr Café

North Tawton Repair Café would like to thank everyone who comes along to our events — it makes us all happy when we
can fix something that would otherwise be thrown away. Did you know that you don’t have to have anything to fix in
order to come along? We will be open on the dates below, and always have hot drinks available, and often soup, so please
just pop along for a cuppa and a chat — we love meeting new people!

We are also now able to offer repairs to computers and to bikes. Bikes must be booked in — please drop us a message on
facebook, or call Ruth 07950 637976
8™ February 2025 - 10 a.m. to 12.30 p.m.

Please bring all items in prior to 12 noon, the earlier you bring them,
the more likely we are to be able to look at them that day!
At the Community Centre, Barton Street, North Tawton, EX20 2HN.

For more information go to https://fb.me/NTRepairCafe
If you’d like to find out about volunteering your skills, then please drop in or call Ruth.

[ — o]
| FLes T
NOR' 'H TAWTON Uﬂﬂﬂl OF T M\Nrﬁi}
North Tawton Library of Things

Join for £5 a year and borrow any of the items we have in the library for free. Open 5.30-6.30 every Thursday in the
Chapel of Rest. You can join online or with a paper form (available in the Post Office).

Our library includes household tools, gardening equipment, beer and wine glasses, hoover and carpet cleaners, prams,
travel cots, pet carriers, food dehydrator, dehumidifier and craft equipment! Why not pop along and have a look?

https://morthtawtonlibraryofthings.myturn.com/library/

SAMPFORD COURTENAY VILLAGE HALL
FRIDAY 14TH FEBRUARY 2025

“m

DOORS OPEN 7.00 PM STARTS 7.30 PM

I F WARD CURTIS, V\'llT:R \,F lOVE ACELLY

SATURDAY 1 MARCH 2025

SAMPFORD COURTENAY VILLAGE HALL
served from 8.30am to 10.00am

A great opportunity to meet up with
family and friends over a delicious

Poiben L S full English breakfast £8.50
obouTTle ,
o e Please reserve your seats by calling
2 Nicky on 01837 880300 or email

nickyvhmc@gmail.com
TICKETS £6.00
Book via email: secretaryvhsc@gmail.com
Or call Rory on 07811324154 Registered Charity Number 283279
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NORTH TAWTON
RUGBY

FOOTBALL CLUB
The Clubhouse is

available to HIRE for
PRIVATE FUNCTIONS

Competitive Rates
Ample Parking

Now with free wifi

ALL EVENTS CATERED FOR

Call
SARAH on 01837 82704

NTRFC 2024/2025 FIXTURES
COUNTIES 3 DEVON NORTH-EAST

SEPTEMBER DECEMBER
1STOKEHAMPTON 11 (H)
8THTEIGNMOUTH I (A)

22ND EXETER ATHLETIC (H)

7TH SIDMOUTH 11 (A) 7TH EXETER ATHLETIC (A)

14TH TIVERTON 11 (A) 14THTIVERTON 11 (H)
21ST EXETER ENGINEERS (H) 215T EXETER ENGINEERS (A)

28TH NEW CROSS (A)

APRIL

OcToBeR _JaNuaRy

4THNEW CROSS (H) STHSIDMOUTH It (H)

12TH CReDITON |1 (H)

197H CuLLompTon 11 (A) 11TH CREDITON 11(A)

26TH NEWTON ABBOT Il (H) 18TH CULLOMPTON 11 (H) Key DATES

PRE SEASON FIXTURES - AUCUST

FEBRUARY 30TH TORRINGTON (H)

NOVEMBER
1STNEWTON ABBOT Il (A)

16TH OKEHAMPTON 11 (A)
30TH TEIGNMOUTH 11 (H) 1ST NOVEMBER - FIREWORKS

NIGHT (FRIDAY)

TRAINING: TUESDAY EVENINGS FROM 7PM

CLuB ADDRESS: TAW MEADOWS, FORE STREET, NORTH TAWTON, EX20 2ED

fe

Housekeeping and Property Services

Experienced Housekeeper & Property Manager living
in the local area providing a tailored service to
individual customers.

Accustomed to working to a high standard with
excellent attention to detail.

Property & Housekeeping services include:
Cleaning, laundry and ironing service
Weekly grocery shopping
Transport to and support with GP/Hospital
appointments
Property management
Scheduled maintenance visits
Keyholder Service
Security checks
Painting & repairs
Managing trades people, services and contractors

Please contact Sarah Bowers on 0736 845 5716
sarahjbowers@gmail.com

A friendly, family run company aiming to provide a range of
high quality arboricultural services to our Customers’ trees.

Services include:

Tree removals/ dismantles

Tree pruning, reductions, thinning, shaping and dead wood
removal

Hedge trimming

Stump grinding

Tree planting

All work is insured to £5 million, complies with
relevant British standards and is carried out by
appropriately trained and equipped professional
arborists

CALL NOW for friendly, professional advice and to
arrange a FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE

TEL: 07398268877

EMAIL: adamofedentrees@gmail.com

Check us out on Facebook and Instagram:
(@adamofedentrees

Painter and Decorator

All aspects of interior and exterior work

Experienced in sash window repair,‘
small plastering & carpentary.

For a lasting and professional finish,
free estimate and friendly advice, / ¥
call:
Reg Allan =
01837 880073 1 Y
0795 4160 158 -

regallan1366@yahoo.co.uk

references available

ROUNDABOUT

SOINTONS
MAN ANJ VAN

REMOVALS & LIGHT HAULAGE

=

Removals
Deliveries
Collections

Local and Long Distance

www.PointonsManandVan.co.uk

07543 187661
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THE ART BOX - February 2025 R

In association with Ruth $Smith Gallery and Red Mud Arts. If you would like to .l,,,,;'_Tm,.';;_.,;m.,_\.‘gEg
contribute a short creative piece, review, or general arty [—
musings, please send to Ruth at ruth@ruthsmithgallery.co.uk

Artist Matthew Jones at Ruth Smith Gallery — written by Ruth

2025 has been kicked off here by Texas-based artist, Matthew Jones, who has
been staying at Ruth Smith Gallery for an art residency, with his wife, Ashley.
Matthew has been making works in response to hikes around Dartmoor and trips
to the coast. It's pretty staggering how much work he has produced even in the
one week since arriving, easily 10 paintings and 8 sketches already, only one and
a half weeks in. That’s pretty impressive given the labour-intensive technique he
employs- Matthew works in encaustic, which involves painting in molten beeswax
mixed with pigment, which cools quickly on application. He’s also been
incorporating moss which adds to the already extremely textured surface of the
paintings. Matthew has been working on top of card he has made out of old mount
board and moss that he has soaked, turned into a pulp and then pressed to make
a beautiful grey-brown and very textured paper. The charcoal and chalk drawings
show it off at its best. An exhibition is planned for Matthew’s last couple of days
here, with a late opening on the last night to celebrate his time on the residency,
and today he gave a workshop on his methods to 6 or 7 of us North Tawtonians.
Due to needing to travel light, Matthew ordered his equipment directly to the
gallery and intends to leave much of it here. We hope to make it available through
the Library of Things, so that others can try their hand at this really interesting
technique!
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Quality hardwood logs

//-\\ cut to order and kindling.
N\

All aspects of low impact
MID DEVON

FIREWOOD fovestry.

AND FORESTRY Call Josh on 01363 83908

\\‘-ﬂ 4 or 07792 906258
u Email ; josh@mdff.co.uk

www.mdff.co.uk

Ladies who lunch

I)avﬁ];\lbny Proprietor

Meet at the New Inn

Sampford Courtenay
at 12.30 p.m. on the
fourth Wednesday of the month
(unless otherwise advised)

Pre-booking is essential - please ring: :
15 East Street, Okehampton, Devon EX20 1AS

Jackie Mardon 01837 748116 Tel: 01837 55299

Debbie Manton, the New Inn 01837 82247 L e
www.okehamptonfunerals.co.uk

FOR MORE INFO PLEASE CALL MARTIN ON 07817464420
PARISH@BTINTERNET.COM FACEBOOK LOCAL LOGS WWW.LOCALLOGS.NET
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NORTH STREET CHAPEL

February 16th
3 p.m.

Tea and Praise

Nigel Wilson

Sampford Courtenay Parish Website:

http://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.qgov.uk/

The website is managed by Julie Carpenter who can be
contacted on

juliec2911@hotmail.co.uk
or
admin@sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk
or by phone:
07866 605184

Little Seedling
Playgrou
North Tawton Primary
School Hall
Every Tuesday during
term-time
9-11am.
For babies & toddlers
0-4yrs
Admission £2 per family
payable at the door

O

NORTH STREET CHAPEL
SEWING CLUB

Monday 10th and 24th February

6.30 -9 p.m.
For further information contact
Charlotte Sampson 07706 942901 or

charlotte.sampson22@gmail.com

Sampford Courtenay Flower Club

10th February 2025
Louise Brown - Demonstration
Elizabeth Taylor’s Jewels

For more information contact the Chairman,
Nancy Passmore on 01837 54894

SAMPFORD COURTENAY VILLAGE HALL
FORTHCOMING EVENTS

REGULAR ACTIVITIES:-

TABLE TENNIS Weekly—for details

ring 01837 851659

FLOWER CLUB 2" Monday of every

month 2.30 p.m.

OTHER DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:-

Winter Blues Buster -with Diving for Pearls
Saturday 1st February

Film night (about Time) 7 p.m.
Friday 14th February

Community lunch 12.30 a.m.
Thursday 27th February

Big Breakfast 8.30 a.m. Saturday 1st March
Film night (film TBC) 7 p.m. Friday 21 March
Community lunch 12.30 p.m. Tuesday 25™ March
Pie night 7 p.m. Friday 11" April
Please see separate adverts or visit the parish

website/facebook for more details on all of these
events www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk

QUAKERS

Ockment Centre

North Street,

Okehampton
EX20 1AR

Sundays at 10.30 a.m.

ROUNDABOUT
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The Whiddon Mission Community

North Tawton, Bondleigh, Sampford Courtenay, Honeychurch
Chagford, Crockernwell, Drewsteignton, Gidleigh, Hittisleigh, Murchington,
South Tawton, South Zeal, Spreyton, Throwleigh, Whiddon Down.

TEAM VICAR: North Tawton
TEAM RECTOR: Chagford

ASSISTANT MINISTERS: North Tawton
Sampford Courtenay

CURATE: Chagford
PARISH WORKER: North Tawton

CHURCHWARDENS

St. Peter’s North Tawton

St. James’s Bondleigh

St. Andrew’s Sampford Courtenay

Rev’d. Dr. David Spence (89243)
Bishop Nick McKinnel (01647 937563) nick.mckinnel@gmail.com

Rev’d. Rita Bullworthy (89168)
Rev’d Joe Moesel (07470 297287)

Mr. Paul Andrews
Mr. Danny Semorad (07814 877151)
Mr Rory Robinson

revdspence@gmail.com

ritabullworthy@yahoo.co.uk
jsmoesel@outlook.com

Rev’d. Dr. Harriet Every (01647 432402)
Mr. Wesley Cutler (07540 127827) wesleycutler@hotmail.co.uk

(82648) Mrs. Rhona Bragg  (82343)
Mr. Graham Stokes (82240)

(07811 324154) Mrs. Sarah Hanks ~ (851287)

St. Mary’s Honeychurch Mr. Ray Squire (851627) Mr. Richard Weeks (851269)

FEBRUARY SERVICES at FEBRUARY SERVICES at

St. Andrew’s Church St. Peter’s Church

Sampford Courtenay North Tawton
2nd February 9.30 am. Morning Worshi i i
9th Februaryy 9.30 a.m. Comml%nion P g:l}? I«F ei:)ruary }} a.m. 1\I/Iofrn1nng0rsh1p
16th February 6.00 p.m. Choral Evensong ebruary a.m. nforma )
23rd February 9.30 am. Communion Communion
25th February 12 noon Midweek . 16th February 11 a.m. Family Service
Communion 23rd February 9.30 aam. Toast Church
11 a.m. Traditional
Communion

FEBRUARY SERVICES at
St. James’s Church Bondleigh

2nd February 9.30 aam. Communion Service
16th February 11 a.m. Communion Service

FEBRUARY SERVICES at
St. Mary'’s Church Honeychurch

2nd February 3 p.m. Evensong / Communion

ORTHODOX CHURCH
Devon Parish of Holy Prophet Elias
For details of services contact
Celia or Martin Olsson (82796)

North Street Chapel Sundays
FEBRUARY 2025

February 2nd 11 a.m. Special service — Speaker
TBC
February 9th 11 a.m Breaking of Bread
February 16th 3 p.m. Tea and Praise-
Nigel Wilson
February 23" 11 a.m. Breaking of Bread &
Prayer

Contact: Mr. R. Sampson 07835 033062

ROUNDABOUT
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FROM THE REGISTERS

From the Registers

Baptisms
23" November
1% December

Isabel Weeks
Devon Towell

Funerals

18" November
18™ December
19" December

Julia Taylor (65 years)
Joyce Dunn (88 years)
Roy Dennis (86 years)

St. Andrew’s, Sampford Courtenay
St. James’s, Bondleigh

St. Peter’s, North Tawton
St. Peter’s, North Tawton
St. Peter’s, North Tawton

RRRNARARRRRRARAR AR RN AR AR RN AR AR RN AR ARRARRARARRRRRIRAN

The Benefice Choir

Under the direction of
Roger Cleverdon

Available to sing at

WEDDINGS - BAPTISMS- FUNERALS

Roger Cleverdon 01837 810320

g B B B g B B B B B B B BB e e B B B B B B BB e B B B B B B BB e B B e B B B B e B B e B )

3 | with hearing and or/visual impairment provided by the

POLICE NON EMERGENCY
PHONE NUMBER 101

ANYONE WISHING TO PLACE A COMMERCIAL
ADVERTISEMENT IN “ROUNDABOUT” IS
INVITED TO CONTACT THE EDITORS FOR
DETAILS OF ADVERTISING RATES.

NORTH TAWTON TOWN HALL
Bookings: Annette 07724 948031
Secretary: Lin 01837 880031

“Roundabout” is printed by
Hedgerow Print
13-14 Meadow Business Park
Lords Meadow Industrial Estate
Crediton EX17 1DN

Be Still
A short informal monthly service of themed
prayers, reflections & readings and creating space to dwell in
the presence of God

St. Andrew’s Church, Sampford Courtenay
Fourth Thursdays at 10 a.m.

Next one 27th February 2025

ROUNDABOUT

Devon Sensory Outreach Service

NORTH TAWTON COMMUNITY CENTRE
Free, confidential and impartial service for people

Sensory Team, Devon County Council.
Available on the third Thursday of each month in
North Tawton Community Centre,

Barton Street.
10.30 a.m. and 12 noon.

For further information contact:
Care Direct 0345 155 1007 or 07966 596881

BNORTH T“AV\?TON

|

B
Barton Street‘ JJ
Rooms available for Hire

COMMUNITY CENTRE

Competitive Rates

Call Mark 01837 82608H"

Please continue to remember those who need help via
the Food Bank box in St. Peter’s Church outer porch.
It is accessible there during the day and contents are
regularly moved to the community kitchen in Eco
Mojo. Thank you.

Page 25



--
" .

; 1 07824 797574
: - 01837 880092

's._Bees Knees Gardens

All aspects of garden maintenance and design,
RHS qualified and fully insured.

1

Week Farmhouse, North T

B

BARERMAN
ceecracan - NEED AN ELEGTRIGIAN
* Rewires

* New Builds

» Alterations

» P.A.T. Testing

e New Consumer Units

* TV/BT Sockets

dpcelectricals@hotmail.co.uk

3
" _—1

MOB: 07825 630643 TEL: 01363 85625

Kevin
Osborne

Aerials & Satellite
City & Guilds NVQ

01363 777190 07841 644395

Aerial Upgrades - All aspects of Installation and Repair
Discreet Installation - Extra TV Points - Existing Aerial &
Satellite Problems Resolved - DAB Radig Aerial
Free Advice - Free Quotation Service - Free Signal Check

House Building + Extensions + Conservatories
Barn Conversion - Brick, Block, Stone Work

Driveway Paviours « Rendering, Plastering *
Patios Wall & Floor Tiling -
Wood Work all fixings

IAN RICE Builder
Sunnyridge, Moor View, North Tawton

Devon EX20 2HW

Mob: 07967 418110
ipricebuilding@gmail.com

Church Flowers & Brass
Sampford Courtenay

February Lynn Robinson
March Lent (no flowers)
Honeychurch
February Karen Squire
March Marilyn Weeks
Bondleigh
Feb 2nd Caroline Stokes
Feb 9th / 16th Jane Semorad
Feb 23rd / Mar 2nd  Bridget Higgs
Mar 9th / 16th Claerwen Gillespie
Mar 23rd / 30th Margaret Bridgman
Lent from 5th March. No flowers. Brass only
North Tawton
Flowers
Feb 2nd / 9th Cathy Drake
Feb 16th / 23rd Carol Whiteley
March Lent (No flowers)
Brass
February Carol Whiteley
March Monica Simons

sk sk sk sk ske sk sk sk sk sk sk ske sk sk sk sk sk sk sk skeoske sk sk sk skeosk skok

North Tawton Residents

Would anyone be interested in joining the rota to
do church flowers?

We are always interested in having new
arrangers and you do not need to have

experience in flower arranging.

QN
N

THE BARBER SHOP OKEHAMPTON
IS MOVING!
In February

To
1 St. James Street, Okehampton, EX20 1DW

(Located two below “The King's Arms” - Previously “The Antiques Shop”)

OFFICIAL DATE TO BE CONFIRMED

CONTACT: 07803 471774

ROUNDABOUT DEADLINE:

Community News, Articles, and Events

are published (free of charge) in any edition,

but must be received by the Editors no later

than noon on the 13th of the month before
publication.

ROUNDABOUT
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20 The Square, Chagford, TQ13 8AB

Beautiful original paintings,
local views, animals, birds &
wildlife. Also prints & cards.
Sculptures, ceramics, bronzes
and gift items all made locally.

WE ALSO DO PICTURE FRAMING

www.threeharesgalleryshop.co.uk
Tel: 01647 433287

THREE HARES GALLERY

Avchitecture
& Surveying

PLANS

‘Innovative and Sustainable Design’

for new-build, conversions, alterations,
extensions and change of use, etc.

Planning Permission,
Listed Buildings & Conservation,
Building Regulations,
Party Wall Act,
Specification & Contracts.

Professionally qualified. fully insured,
est’ 35 yrs, initial consultation FOC

Philip Brown Associates

7el: 01837 53033 or 07721 498575
email: pbrownassociates@btconnect.com

Sampford Courtenay Village Hall

Available to hire for activities, clubs, meetings,
talks, weddings, parties, shows ete. Our hall is
freshly decorated, bright and has wonderful
courfry views from a large outside area with picnic
tables.

We offer :

- A wmain hall with tables, chairs, stage blocks, a
tuned piano and a large projector screen.

A separate smaller meeting room.

A bar area and glasses.

A large, modern, well equipped kitchen with
commercial dishwasher.

Recently re-fitted toilets, including accessible
toilet and baby changinag.

Awple car parking space.

Free WIFL.

Only £9 per hour.

For wmore information please contact:
Joy Tucker 07749 522996

Chim nefz SWCCP
CRB checked “All work insured
. Certificate of swee ing
Discount for multiplc chimncgs
Phill Melville -
01363 877411

phillip.melville@googlemail.com
phillmelville.com

J Rogers
Thatching

Re-Thatching - Water Reed - Wheat Reed
Ridging - Repairs & Restoration « Free Quotation

www.jrogersthatching.co.uk

jrogersthatching@gmail.com
07496 014771

PURE GREEN RURAL SERVICES
All aspects of fencing undertaken
Hedgelaying
Dry stone walling
No job too small

Please Call Ed 07956026511

Puregreenruralservices@hotmail.co.uk

Brownings Upholstery

Traditional Upholsterers

North Tawton, Devon

» Bespoke Upholstery Undertaken
+ Antique furniture bought & sold

1

U‘ ‘ﬁ\—n
< W&/ /
Contact Ruth Browning \\(";70

0'0?

Email: rb.upholstery@gmail.com

Mobile : 07961 145866

www.browningsupholstery.co.uk

ROUNDABOUT
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A northtawtonpharmacy
4 ..at the heowT of local healthcave

OPENING HOURS*
MONDAY to FRIDAY 9.00 AM - 5.30 PM
SATURDAY 9.00 AM - 1.00 PM

*Pharmacist is not present 1.15-1.45 pm daily
(no dispensing permitted at that time)

North Tawton Pharmacy, The Old Bank,

The Square, North Tawton, EX20 2EW e
www.northtawtonpharmacy.co.uk t: 0 1 83 7

northtawton.pharmacy@nhs.net 8 28 24

Southwest
Fixings Ltd

Agricultural & Building Supplies

Oils and Adblue Animal Feed Tools

Fencing Materials Nuts & Bolts Tractor & Implement Parts
Workwear & Boots Hydraulic Hoses Fixings & Fastenings

Calor Gas Timber Paint

Animal Health Insulation Household & Garden
Batteries Plumbing Sand & Aggregate

Roofing Toys ..PLUS MANY MORE!

EligEE
OPEN TO TRADE & THE GENERAL PUBLIC %'g) G

Tel: 01837 83492

Email: sales@southwestfixings.co.uk

Website: www.southwestfixings.com

Visit: Beechlea Industrial Estate, Winkleigh, EX19 8DH
Open: Monday - Friday (7:30am - 5pm) Saturday (8am - 12noon)
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