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Wall & Floor Tiling         Under Tile Heating 

Waterproof Tanking         Free Quotations 
 
Tel              Mob 07729  460746  

 

C. J. Steer & Sons Ltd 
Funeral Directors 

Est 1969 
 

24 hour Service  
All Facilities 

 
Homefield, Station Road, Bow 

 

Tel: 01363 82414       Mobile: 07785 540248 

  

FORE STREET GARAGE 

( Proprietor: Kevin Hodge) 
Fore Street, North Tawton 

Tel: 01837 82006 

M.O.T. TESTING STATION 
Servicing and Repairs to all makes and models 

Competitive Rates            Fully Qualified Mechanic 
GoodGarageScheme.com 

( Registered Member ) 

ROUNDABOUT Page 2 

 

 
 

NICHOLS NYMET HOUSE 

 
MANOR HOUSE BED AND BREAKFAST  

& SELF CATERING COTTAGES  
www.devonbedandbreakfast.co.uk  

email mandpgoodman@outlook.com 

Tel 01837 82626 
 

For all your accommodation requirements –  
When family and friends come to stay use us as guest rooms. 

 Peaceful location 1.5 miles from North Tawton 
WITH WONDERFUL VIEWS 

We offer three large bedrooms all with  
en-suite bathrooms including a family suite  

for up to 5.  
Full English Breakfast using finest produce. 

Rates from £45 per person per night –  
Children half price. 

 
Also we can offer Self Catering Cottages available on a 

weekly basis. 
Please see our Trip advisor reviews and Facebook pages. 

 
Weirford House 

in picturesque Sampford Courtenay 
 

Well equipped Garden Barn for self-catering  
or bed and breakfast 

 
Avril Flanagan - 01837 89132 

 
5* ratings on Google.      See our website for details 

 

www.weirfordhouse.co.uk          avril@weirfordhouse.co.uk 

http://www.devonbedandbreakfast.co.uk/
mailto:mandpgoodman@outlook.com
http://www.weirfordhouse.co.uk


From The Rectory  

 
How do you like your pancakes?  I love mine with 
sugar and lemon juice – but I have to say a pancake 
with ice-cream in it is also something to savour.  Yes, 
in just a few days it will be Pancake Day, a little later 
than normal. 
 
Pancake Day or Shrove Tuesday is the day before the 
season of Lent begins.  Traditionally it was the day 
when all the luxurious foods were finished off before 
Lent when such foods were given up.  Now the 40-day 
Lent ‘fast’ (the giving up of certain foods for a time) 
was inspired by the 40-day fast of Jesus as he set out on 
his life’s mission. 
 
Jesus had been baptised and commissioned by God 
through a voice from heaven saying “You are my Son, 
whom I love; with you I am well pleased.” And then 
God’s Spirit came to rest on Jesus in the form of a 
dove.  Jesus had waited about 30 years to start this 
work which he came to earth to do.  So how did he 
begin?  We read in Mark’s gospel: 
 

Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left the Jordan 
and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness, 
where for forty days he was tempted by the 
devil. He ate nothing during those days, and at 
the end of them he was hungry … (Luke 4:1-2) 
 

The first thing Jesus does in his mission to rescue the 
world is to head into the wilderness for forty days.  
There he ate nothing.  That puts our Lent fasts into 

perspective.  He didn’t just give up coffee or chocolate 
but all food!  He needed time to be with God in prayer 
to prepare himself for this work.  To be directed by 
God into the right way to do this work.  But most 
importantly he had to choose to start down the right 
track.  In the desert he was tempted to take short cuts to 
glory – to go with displays of power to force people to 
recognize who he was and follow him.  But that was 
not God’s way – God’s way was one of humble service 
of others.  Loving people into following him not 
forcing them.  This was the battle that Jesus had to fight 
on his own: to chose God’s hard but loving way, rather 
than exercise the power he had for his own ends. 
 
This Lent, as well as maybe giving something, why not 
follow Jesus in using this season to choose the good 
and right path to walk in your life.  Maybe to choose to 
follow a more loving and self-less path as Jesus did.  
Maybe to reject the short cuts to greatness which we 
are all tempted to take and in the process ride  
rough-shod over other people or over the right ways to 
do things.  To help us in this time of thoughtful 
preparation many people take up a habit of reading a 
Christian book or the Bible to feed their thoughts, 
prayers and preparations.  You might like to join us for 
our Lent Communion or Lent Course (advertised 
elsewhere in the Roundabout).  What might you do to 
follow in Jesus’s footsteps this Lent? 

     David Spence 

ROUNDABOUT Page 3 

    

    
  
 
  
 
 Drop in anytime between 10.30 a.m. –12 noon 

in the Mortimer  Room 
St. Peter’s Church 

 
2nd & 4th Tuesday of the month 

 

  March  11th & 25th 

 

      For more information contact 
               Jo Fear      01837 82553 
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    ashmanhandyman@icloud.com 



 

Roundabout 
 

 is published for the community on  
behalf of the four parish churches of North Tawton,  
Sampford Courtenay, Bondleigh and Honeychurch. 

 

Opinions expressed by contributors are their own 
and are not necessarily endorsed by the Church,  

by the PCC,  
by members of the four churches, or by the Editors. 

 

Contributions should be sent to 
Hilary and Richard Edwards, 

Shellsley, 
Exeter Street, 

      North Tawton, 
EX20 2BZ 

 (tel. 01837 82376) 
 

     E mail: nt.roundabout@gmail.com  
no later than noon on the13th of the month  

before publication is required  
(and earlier, if possible) 

 

New advertisers are always welcome. 
Advertisements can be arranged for shorter periods 

than one year or for single editions. 
 

Visit Roundabout on its own website: 
www.northtawtonroundabout.com 

(There are also links online via the websites of the  
North Tawton Town Council and the  

 Sampford Courtenay Village Council). 
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If you would like to talk to one of the team,  
please contact: 

 

North Tawton 
 Rhona & Ken Bragg    01363 530673  
 Jackie Tye           01837 880479 
   
Sampford Courtenay/Honeychurch   
 Rory Robinson  07811 324154  
 Lynn Robinson  07966 477465 
 

Bondleigh  
 Danny Semorad  07814 877151  
 Lin Warre   01837  82089 

Midweek  
Communion 

 
Please do join us, for our midweek communion 
services; they are open to all. 

 
 

12 noon  25th March 
 (St. Peter’s, North Tawton) 

A traditional said communion service from the 
Book of  

Common Prayer. 

mailto:nt.roundabout@gmail.com
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 For experienced, 
local advice you can trust 
T. 01837 52379 
www.peterslaw.co.uk 

1 West Street, Okehampton  

 

 

WINDOWS-DOORS-CONSERVATORIES-JOINERY 

(Covering the whole of Devon) 

HIGH QUALITY PRODUCTS BACKED UP BY OVER 25 YEARS 

EXPERIENCE HELPING CUSTOMERS TO IMPROVE THEIR 

HOMES 

Why not give them a call to see what they can do for you 

and your property........ 

01837 54019 or enquiries@okehamptonglass.com 

www.okehamptonglass.com 
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North Tawton Afternoon W.I. 
Ramblings of a North Tawton W.I. Member  
Have you seen it? My Dorodango? Did you stare at it – full of admiration for such a well crafted piece of art? 
I’m guessing that’s a ‘no’. You have no idea how much I invested in that ball of mud.  But, regardless of my 
Dorodango [that nobody noticed] I hope you were blown away by the other wonderful exhibits in the Post Office 
window – along with the photographic evidence of what we get up to. You want to be in our gang now don’t 
you? 
Four members of our gang were tasked with presenting our W.I. resolutions at our February meeting. And they 
were:- ‘The Repair Revolution’ – all about encouraging recycling and repairing items of clothing – ‘Bystanders 
can be Lifesavers’ – some stark statistics regarding the survival rates of those who suffer a cardiac arrest and 
encouraging us all to learn how to perform CPR, ‘Lets Talk about Incontinence’ – more statistics about the  
problems and stigma attached to those experiencing urinary and bowel incontinence, and ‘Eliminating Landfill 
of Medicine Packaging’ – highlighting the difficulty in the disposal of blister packs which are composed of  
plastic and metal.  
Karen, Izzy, Rosie and Lulu presented their resolutions with confidence and professionalism which sparked  
animated discussions amongst our members – we love a good debate – and after a well earned cup of tea it was 
time to vote. ‘Bystanders can be Lifesavers’ received the most support so this will go forward to the Devon  
Federation, which in turn will send Devon's’ results on to our National Federation for further debate at our  
National AGM later in the year.  
Talking about recycling and repairing items of clothing - there is an air of ‘smugness’ around husband. He’s  
esperate for me to tell you about his clothing repair skills. Here goes. Am I the only wife in this lovely parish 
that has a husband who can turn around a worn collar on a shirt? Am I the only wife in this lovely parish who 
has a husband who owns a wooden darning mushroom? In our loft there sits a very old Singer sewing machine. 
It’s not mine. Oh no. Wouldn’t that be laughable if it was? Husband has used it for a variety of repair and  
recycling projects over the years. Do you remember flared jeans, [the first time around] back in the 70’s? Of 
course you do. He ‘converted’ his flares to straight leg when the fashion changed. What do you think of that? 
And it doesn’t stop there. He has also converted jeans to shorts and taken up the legs that are too long on  
trousers and boiler suits. You have to ask yourself – is there no limit to his skills? Whilst I think long and hard 
about the answer to that question let’s move on. 
You want to know what our W.I. is up to don’t you? Well – we’ve just arranged another lock-in at White Stuff 
in Exeter, an opportunity to visit the store after hours and refresh our summer wardrobes. We’re also heading to 
the New Inn at Sampford Courtenay, in July, for a Cocktail Masterclass – I guess we could wear our new  
summer outfits purchased from White Stuff. How convenient. But before all this we have to win the Devon  
Federation Quiz. President Jan will not stand for us coming second. Oh no. So it’s time to revise and fill our grey 
cells with copious amounts of useful information. This gets more difficult with every passing year. So much so 
that the only reason I volunteer for the team is because I know there will be cake. Nice cake. And a very decent 
brew. I sit there listening to questions about English literature, Opera and Rivers of the World and I’m  
wondering if there will be coffee and walnut cake, millionaires shortbread and flapjack. Unfortunately we never 
have a round of questions about cake. I find this very sad.  
Just had a thought. Going back to husband’s limitless skill range when it comes to recycling and repairing 
clothes, there is one skill he has failed to grasp. The skill of using a ‘JML Magic Stitch Hand-Held Sewing Ma-
chine’. Seemed like a great idea at the time.  He’d seen the advert on TV and thought it was the best thing since 
the invention of the power harrow. I bought one for him. I then had to sit and watch him fiddling and faddling 
with the thing [to no avail] until he shoved it back in it’s box and declared that ‘there’s something wrong with 
it’. And there it has stayed. Now coated with a fine layer of dust. So before he has a chance to stop me sending 
this to the editors I am going to offer it to the parish. Yes – if you have room in your life for a JML Magic Stitch 
thingy then you know what to do. It’s free to a good home. 
           I’m pressing send.                                                                                                Sue Knott                                                                               

Okehampton & District Local History Society 

Wednesday 12th March - 7.30 p.m.  
at The Ockment Centre, Okehampton. All Welcome. Visitors £3.00. 

Okehampton and District Local History Society Talk - 'The Best Days of our Lives? - A brief history of the old 
Okehampton Primary School' by Dr. Alan Parkinson. 

In this talk Alan Parkinson will discuss the importance of the history of the school and its wider community. 
Central to the talk is an overview of the historical development of the old Okehampton Primary School which 
was based for many years at the Ockment Centre (the venue for this talk). The recollections of some former  

pupils will be featured in the course of the talk and if you have your own memories or recollections, as a pupil, 
teacher or other staff, please come along and share them at this meeting. 

Dr. Alan Parkinson is a former teacher, teacher-trainer and university history lecturer. He has written many 
books and is the co-author of 'West Devon's History Tales' and 'More West Devon History Tales'. 
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Deborah Taylor 
Registered Childminder 

 

 
 

 

 
Churchward 

     Sampford Courtenay 
01837 82743 

 

                       TONY DAY 
 

         Heating and Plumbing 
 

 
Main and LPG Gas 

Gas Safe Registered 

 

01837 83702     07773 966201 

Reg No 191548 

 

Angels Hair Salon 
 

Hair in the  Square ·  01837 82430 
 

Modern Unisex Hair Salon 
 

• Official Suppliers of Tigi Hair products 
•        Modern salon with the most up to date  

• Free to join Reward Scheme 

• Cosmetics for sale at below high street prices 

• Exclusive salon hire available for private  
 

Tuesdays  -  Wednesdays  -  Thursdays  -  Fridays 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Saturdays 
Phone for Appointment 

 
11 The Square, North Tawton, EX20 2JD 

KEVIN RICE 
FULLY QUALIFIED BUILDER & DECORATOR 

With 40 years experience in and around  

North Tawton. 

 
All aspects of building work from small repairs to 

new builds undertaken by a local tradesman who 
cares about quality and personal service. 

Contact Kevin 

Mobile:  07749 674357       

BROADBURY LANDCARE 

 

All aspects of Garden Maintenance  

and Landscaping 
 

Andrew Barton 07532 216216 
 

Fully Qualified Fully Insured 
Free Estimates 

  

   
Older Property Building Surveys 

• Thatched or slate properties built of Cob or Stone. 

• Custom Thatched Roof Surveys. 

• Weekend "Hands on" Thatching Courses. 
 

Master Thatcher and Residential Property Surveyor 
www.thatchedhomeinspector.co.uk                

Ring Charles on  01647 231 706 or 07771512670 
Holland Park Farm, South Tawton, 

Okehampton. EX20 2PP 



 

WHITEGATES JOINERY 
BESPOKE JOINERY SPECIALISTS 

 
KITCHENS, STAIRS, DOORS,  
SLIDING SASH WINDOWS,  

CONSERVATION WORK 
 

FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION 
QUOTE CALL ROGER 

 

01837 847682 / 07887731197 
 

E MAIL whitegates05@yahoo.com 
 
 

Practical Wood Working Lessons Available 

ROUNDABOUT Page 9 

 

SAMPFORD COURTENAY & HONEYCHURCH FLOWER, VEGETABLE & PRODUCE 
SHOW 2025 

 

We have decided to revert to the original date for this year’s Flower & Vegetable Show – SAT 6TH 
SEPTEMBER in the hope that schools will have gone back, people will not be on holiday and they 
will all have had time to grow some flowers and vegetables, be in the mood for baking and preserving 
produce, and have plenty of time to perfect various crafts, photography, limericks, etc.. 
To continue this Annual Event, which has been part of the Sampford Courtenay Calendar for over 50 
years, we need more exhibitors and more entries to make worthwhile the effort of organising it. 
Comments at the Open Meeting in November mentioned that some people are “new” to exhibiting and 
do not know “the rules”. To help with this I have put some of the WI and RHS Guidelines on our 
website here for you all to have a look at. https://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/flower-show-
2025  
Other comments were that we should limit entries to perhaps 2 per class from any individual exhibitor 
– we may consider this – but it still needs more people to put in some effort and enter their own  
exhibits so that there is something for the paying public to view when the doors open. 
Our POTATO IN THE BUCKET Class remains popular with 60 + entries. Bill already has this 
year’s seed potatoes chitting, ready to be collected from the Village Hall on Saturday 26th April at 
10 a.m.. We will also be hoping to have some plants and seeds to sell/swap and a chance to chat with 
some of the “experienced” exhibitors over a cuppa. Plus, a chance to give us your ideas of additional/
different classes before we finalise this year’s schedule. 
While it is still too cold and wet to get outside in the garden – why not get your “Homecraft” entries 
ready? And take a look at the Gardener’s World website to see what you could plant from March  
onwards https://www.gardenersworld.com/plants/what-to-plant-march/  
If you want to RESERVE your seed potato and bucket, or have any other comments/suggestions 
for this year’s show – please contact Marion & Bill on 01837 82285 or      

       marion174@btinternet.com   

 
 
 

Luxury handmade artisan chocolates, freshly 
made to order with  

the finest Belgian chocolate: 
 

Chocolate truffles 
Crystallised orange slices dipped in dark chocolate 

Chocolate Florentines 
 

Perfect as a unique gift for: 
 

Anniversaries 
Birthdays 

Mother’s Day 
Valentines Day 

Wedding Favours 
Corporate Gifts 

 

Beautifully presented in gift boxes with your own gift  
message. 

  
Pre-order service available for bespoke personalised 

chocolates. 
www.sarahjanechocolatier.com 

 sarah@sarahjanechocolatier.com 
Tel: 07359 948 837 

   CHURCH FLOWERS NORTH TAWTON 
 
  There will be a meeting on Tuesday March 11th at 12 noon  
   in the Mortimer Room for all people on the rota and  
   anyone who may be interested in joining us. 

https://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/flower-show-2025
https://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/flower-show-2025
https://www.gardenersworld.com/plants/what-to-plant-march/
http://www.sarahjanechocolatier.com
mailto:sarah@sarahjanechocolatier.com
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M C Poole Contractors                   Digger hire with driver 

Most work undertaken.    General drainage and Ground Work 

CITB 
Tel: 01837 83130        Mobile: 07970 653827 

 
 
 
 
 

Dedicated teams of farm and companion animal vets. 
North Tawton        01837 82327 

  Okehampton          01837 658777 
  Hatherleigh          01837 810455 

www.northparkvets.co.uk 
      Farm: Emergency, routine, herd health, small holders. 

Pets: Vaccinations, neutering, nurse clinics, x-ray and operation 
facilities in all surgeries. 

Tel: 01837 82271           W J Morris & Sons 
                         

 ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS & CON-
TRACTORS      Established 1953 

 
                     Timber Yard, Sampford Courtenay 

                                    Okehampton EX20 2TB 
 
FARM, DOMESTIC & INDUSTRIAL INSTALLATIONS,  
EMERGENCY LIGHTING, FIRE & SECURITY ALARMS  
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Robinson Plant Ltd 
www.robinsonplant.co.uk 

 

A family firm with over 30 years  
experience 

 

All aspects of earthworks, ground works 
and hard landscaping including: 

 

Site Excavation 
Concreting and Driveways 

Stone Walling 
Paving and Patios 

Brickwork and Block work 
Foundations and Ground works  

Land Drainage and Ponds  
 

Office: 01837 89065 
Mobile: 07909 998945 

 Email: alec@robinsonplant.co.uk  

http://www.robinsonplant.co.uk


Audio Guided History Walk of North Tawton 
You can now enjoy a Guided Walk around our town. Please 

scan the below code to start the commentary to take the walk 
Please note the following: 

- When you commence the walk ensure that you are by the Clock 
Tower and the Town Hall is behind you! 

- The longer walk includes some steep hills and, potentially, muddy 
footpaths 

- If you are taking a dog, you cannot access the church grounds so, 
when you reach that part of the tour, come back through the Square 

and into Market Street to the Lychgate  
- Please pause the recording at any time whilst walking from one 

point of interest to another. 
- The full walk should take around 90 minutes  

 
When you scan the QR code you will enter the “qr.me-qr.com” site. 

Please press the “Skip Advert” box and the audio file will load. You will need to be registered on your One Drive. 

Enjoy and have a great walk! 

Exbourne, Sampford Courtenay, and Jacobstowe WI   
 
Our President praised everyone for a good turnout, on a very cold afternoon in February, but with the heating on full 
and plenty of enthusiasm members enjoyed an afternoon workshop of making a glass spoon rest, under the instruction 
of Anne Stuart. There were plenty of ideas on how the spoons were going to match our own kitchen décor, with  
different versions using precut glass, coloured glass frit and glass stringers. We must now wait until our March  
meeting, to see the outcome of our designs, after they have been fired twice.  
Our birthday celebration is to take place at the Railway Inn in March. 
Deven County WI are organising a Dartmoor historical walk at Meldon Quarry, and a cruise travelling down the canal 
and river from Exeter to Exmouth. 
We are making plans to visit the Exeter underground passages in May, Devonshire Heavy Horse farm in July, with a 
cream tea, and a garden visit to Goyle at Whidden Down in August. 
Our group is now part of the Red Earth Group of WIs, and we have been invited to join Morchard Bishop WI in April 
with a talk by Stephen Powles.   
Our next meeting will be our AGM at Exbourne Hall on 11th March, at 2.30 p.m., when we will have a show and tell 
with ideas on how to make Easter decorations.   
If you are interested and would like to come along and see what the WI has to offer, please phone 07971413997 for 

more information, or contact DFWI.      Liz Moir 
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Audio Guided History Walk of North Tawton 
 
Many of you reading this will have experienced the History Walk, around our town, with Mike Thwaites, 
and what an experience it was. I was fortunate to undertake it myself in 2012 during the town’s celebrations 
that year. 
Mike was working with Kay Caldwell to make a downloadable audio file for residents and visitors to be 
able to access and do the walk at their leisure. As many of you will be aware, Mike passed away before the 
project could be completed. Most of the script was written, but nothing committed to recording or how to 
‘get it out there’ decided upon. 
I was honoured to be approached to see if we could bring Mike’s talk to life and went on a trial run with his 
daughters Anna and Amy and his son, Ben. This made me realise how important it was to complete the  
project and, with huge input from Ben in particular, who had done the walk with his Dad many times 
(“when we came to this bit, Dad always used to say…..”) we completed the script and I committed it to an 
audio file. 
The, “getting it out there” bit is what this is all about. Local businesses have kindly agreed to display posters 
– like you see here – in their windows so that the QR Code can be scanned and then, off you go on the walk. 
When you scan the code, it takes you to the website “qr.me-qr.com” and then you merely press the skip  
advert button, and the audio file will open in your One Drive. You will, therefore, need to be registered into 
the One Drive of your phone. 
I would recommend, anyone reading this and wishing to try out the walk, to scan the barcode from this copy 
of Roundabout and download the file in the comfort of your own home! This can then be saved and  
accessed each time you wish to take yourselves and/or others on the walk. 
So, I really hope you enjoy doing the walk around your town and, hopefully learning new things about 
North Tawton that you didn’t know, I certainly have! It is amazing how many important people are  
associated with this wonderful place. 
When you have finished, perhaps pop into one of the mentioned hostelries and raise a glass to Mike, without 
whom none of this would have been possible. 
Thank you to everyone for your support on this project. 
Happy Walking 
Nigel Davies  
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SM Plumbing & Heating 
Stuart  

 
Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

 

Contact me 
on 

07738 759606  or  01837 880067 
 

No.519960     stuartmoffat2@h otmail.com 

 
Taw Va l l ey Dental Care 

 
56 Fore Street 
North Tawton 

EX20 2DT 
 

Telephone: 01837 880096 
 

Oral Health Accessible to All 
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Pause for thought 
 

While life’s dark maze  I tread,  
And griefs around me spread. 

Be Thou my guide; 
Bid darkness turn to day, 

Wipe sorrow’s tears away, 
Nor let me ever stray 

From Thee aside. 
 

Ray Palmer (1808—1887) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Armed Forces Veterans Breakfast Club  
meets on the third Saturday of the month  

at Jen’s Café  
in The Square at North Tawton  

from 0930 – 1130 hours. 
 

We are open to all Armed Forces and Reservist 
Veterans of all three Services. 

For more information contact Ian on 

07879881159. 

mailto:stuartmoffat2@hotmail.com
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BONDLEIGH RAINFALL 
 

2025 started wet with over 72mm in the first 
ten days of January. As is often the case  
during the winter months this month can be 
split into three parts. The middle ten days 
were dry followed by another ten days of 
heavy rain. The total rainfall for January was 
141mm compared to 100.3mm last year.  
 
Danny Semorad 

 

BOW & DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
 

Monday 24 March  
7.15 for 7.30 p.m. 

 talk by Robert Hesketh  
On 

 Smuggling in Devon.  
 

Bow Village Hall EX17 6HU.  
Membership £15 Visitors very welcome £4.00  

Tea/coffee biscuits included.  
Enquiries 01363 82468 

 

Okehampton u3a 
 

Our speaker this month is Emma Cunis 

                           Tuesday 18th March  

      at 2.30 p.m. in Fairplace Church 

Emma is the founder of  

Dartmoor’s Daughter and will be talking about 

“Dartmoor Myths and Legends”. 

 
Inside every seemingly strange story of  

witches, black dogs, and ghostly happenings 
on Dartmoor is a small kernel of truth. 

What are the real histories or possible origins 
behind the devil at Widecombe church; Hairy 
Hands; Faithless Wives of Chagford; Hound 
of the Baskervilles; Bowerman’s Nose and 

Hound Tor; and more? 
 

To find out why not come along and listen 
to Emma who is an engaging and seasoned 
speaker illustrating her talks with stunning 

photographs, meticulous research, and  
personal anecdotes. 

 
This meeting will be held at Fairplace Church, 
3 Fairplace Terrace, Okehampton, EX20 1DT 
Admission - £1.00 to help towards the cost of 
speaker, hiring the venue and refreshments. 

For further information please contact  
Dee McVey 01837 658590 

 

CALLING ALL SINGERS!            
 
Okehampton Choral Society is looking 
for new members!  We are a friendly 
choir spanning a wide age range and all 
voices are welcome - there are no  
auditions and it doesn’t matter if you do 
not read music.  All you need is  
enthusiasm and a love of singing and 
you will find yourself enjoying the  
opportunity to sing in four part harmony 
and discovering a wide range of music. 
     
We meet on a Monday evening for a 
7:15pm start at Fairplace Church,  
Okehampton.  We are not a church choir 
but we do appreciate the warm and  
welcoming atmosphere that Fairplace 
offers. You will be welcome to come 
along for a couple of rehearsals before 
deciding whether you would like to join 
us. 
    
For further information please contact:  
Bill on 01837 53109 
or Helen on 01409 231106 

     

 

 St. Andrew's Bellringers  

will be holding their annual Coffee Morning  

in Sampford Courtenay Church Rooms  

on Saturday 15th March  

between 10 a.m. and 12 noon. 

Tea, coffee and biscuits. Stalls : Raffle :  
Books : Fresh Veg : Cakes 

    Draw at 11.40 a.m. 
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      News from North Tawton School 
 

       North Tawton Has Talent!  
 
January and February can be a bit of an anticlimax after the excitement of our Christmas activities. To lift our spirits and 
bring some sparkle to the dark rainy days, we decided to have a school talent show!  
We felt this would be a great opportunity for our pupils to showcase their creativity and further develop their confidence. 
By performing in front of an audience, they will gain a sense of accomplishment and pride in their abilities. This boost in 
self-esteem also fits in nicely with our focus of promoting positive mental health in the month where children’s mental 
health is a national priority.  
Talent shows foster a sense of community and school spirit. They bring students together allowing them to appreciate 
each other's talents and strengths. These events promote inclusivity, as every student, regardless of their academic  
performance, can be involved in some way. Talent shows also create a shared experience for both performers and  
spectators, and most importantly, they are good fun!  
Over the half term, children have been practicing singing, playing musical instruments dancing, telling jokes, performing 
card tricks, and even puppet ventriloquism!  
The first rounds of auditions were with their teachers as judges and classmates as an audience. The second auditions were 
with me and the final performance will be in front of guest judges (the children think Taylor Swift is coming!)  
Through the audition process, they have learnt how to handle both success and failure, building resilience and a growth 
mindset that is essential for personal development. 
At the time of writing, we have just announced the finalists:  
The Ghost Busters – William, Rupert, Eloise, Lyra and Ada – dance act  
The Diamonds – Willow, Amelia, Poppy, Lola, Mia, Grace, Brooke, Delilah and Adaline – singing and dance act 
The Little Frogs - Friday afternoon Nursery – singers  
The Magnificent Magicians – Layla and Emily – card tricks  
Ben – guitar and vocals  
Sofiia – dance performer 
Francesca and Friend – ventriloquism and comedy  
Raf Sheeran -  guitar and vocals 
The Crazy Dads - Clayton and Evander – comedy  
The Blossoms - Lily Rose, Amelia, Tabitha, Evie May – singers  
We are all looking forward to the show on the last day of this half term.  
Please look on our website for our class blogs and school news to find out who won! 
              Tara Penny  

              Principal  
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North Tawton Repair Café would like to thank everyone who comes along to our events – it makes us all happy when we 
can fix something that would otherwise be thrown away. Did you know that you don’t have to have anything to fix in  
order to come along? We will be open on the dates below, and always have hot drinks available, and often soup, so please 
just pop along for a cuppa and a chat – we love meeting new people! 
 
We are also now able to offer repairs to computers and to bikes. Bikes must be booked in – please drop us a message on 
facebook, or call Ruth 07950 637976 

8th March 2025 - 10 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. 

 
Please bring all items in prior to 12 noon, the earlier you bring them,  

the more likely we are to be able to look at them that day! 
    At the Community Centre, Barton Street, North Tawton, EX20 2HN. 
 
For more information go to https://fb.me/NTRepairCafe  
If you’d like to find out about volunteering your skills, then please drop in or call Ruth. 

 
 

 
 
North Tawton Library of Things 

Join for £5 a year and borrow any of the items we have in the library for free. Open 5.30-6.30 every Thursday in the  
Chapel of Rest. You can join online or with a paper form (available in the Post Office).  
Our library includes household tools, gardening equipment, beer and wine glasses, hoover and carpet cleaners, prams, 
travel cots, pet carriers, food dehydrator, dehumidifier and craft equipment! Why not pop along and have a look? 
 
https://northtawtonlibraryofthings.myturn.com/library/ 
 

https://fb.me/NTRepairCafe


 
 
NORTH TAWTON 
 RUGBY 
FOOTBALL CLUB 
 The Clubhouse is  

available to HIRE for  

PRIVATE FUNCTIONS

Competitive Rates 

Ample Parking 

Now with free wifi  

 

  ALL EVENTS CATERED FOR 
 

 Call  
 SARAH on     7     
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A friendly, family run company aiming to provide a range of 
high quality arboricultural services to our Customers’ trees. 

 

Services include: 

Tree removals/ dismantles 
Tree pruning, reductions, thinning, shaping and dead wood  
removal 
Hedge trimming 
Stump grinding 
Tree planting 

 

All work is insured to £5 million, complies with  
relevant British standards and is carried out by  
appropriately trained and equipped professional  
arborists  
CALL NOW for friendly, professional advice and to  
arrange a FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE  
TEL: 07398268877 
EMAIL: adamofedentrees@gmail.com 
Check us out on Facebook and Instagram: 
@adamofedentrees 

 
Housekeeping and Property Services 

 
Experienced Housekeeper & Property Manager living 

in the local area providing a tailored service to  
individual customers. 

Accustomed to working to a high standard with  
excellent attention to detail. 

 
Property & Housekeeping services include: 

Cleaning, laundry and ironing service 
Weekly grocery shopping 
Transport to and support with GP/Hospital  
appointments 
Property management 
Scheduled maintenance visits 
Keyholder Service 
Security checks 
Painting & repairs 
Managing trades people, services and contractors 
 

Please contact Sarah Bowers on 0736 845 5716 
sarahjbowers@gmail.com 
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THE ART BOX – March 2025 
In association with Ruth Smith Gallery and Red Mud Arts. If you would like to 
contribute a short creative piece, review, or general arty  
musings, please send to Ruth at ruth@ruthsmithgallery.co.uk 

We are really looking forward to having Ineke Van der Wal (b. 1954, NL) exhibit at Ruth Smith Gallery this 
March. 
The paintings in the new body of work 'The Return ' are neither completely abstract nor figurative; they are 
suggestive of both. Whilst the strong intense layered colours, depths of surfaces of dark and light spaces, 
move you to go deeper and deeper into the painting, they also propose to step back, and to be enticed to 
pause and contemplate. 
They could be suggestive of landscapes and they could be suggestive of portraits. At times fragmented and 
disjointed, the visuality of the work reflects or suggests the process of coming to terms with the past and the 
memories of a past which has been lost, yearned for and found again but with a different kind of body. 'The 
Return' paintings bring with them an air of wistfulness and melancholy as much as a sense of abrupt  
confrontation. 
Ineke’s exhibition, ‘The Return’ will be up 1

st
-22

nd
 March, with an opening 6-8pm on Saturday 1

st
 March and 

an artist’s talk at 1pm on Saturday 22
nd

 March. We hope you can come!  
 

 
 

What goes on behind the Big Green Doors? 
Answer:  North Tawton Bowling Club. 

Members are asked all the time by visiting bowlers about the history of the club and how it came to be in 
such a unique setting.  Well, before 1952 local men played bowls informally on the vicarage lawn. At the 
time tennis courts were located in the vicarage vegetable gardens, where the bowling green now 
stands.  The Church Commissioners decided to sell this piece of land, which was purchased by Walter 
Martin with the intention of creating a bowling green. 
Initially 4 rinks were constructed using sand from Bude and ashes from local gasworks, transported by 
Gregory’s lorries.  The first date of play was 23rd April 1953.  The greens were levelled and reseeded and 
officially opened on 21st August 1955, so later in the year we will be celebrating this 70 year milestone 
with a special competition. 
Our lovely Clubhouse was constructed in 2017 with help from local charities, Lottery funding and of 
course the people, including members, of North Tawton.  It really is a clubhouse to be admired. 
On a more current note, our green will be opened for the Summer on Saturday 19th April 2025 at 2 p.m.. 
If you would like to come along and see what bowling involves you would be most welcomed.  All you 
need are flat shoes, couldn’t be easier!  During the summer we have informal sessions where we  
practice or roll up on a Monday evenings from 6 p.m. and again you are most welcome to turn up on 
these evenings.  If you decide you want to get more involved, some taster sessions can be arranged. 
For any further information please visit our website www.northtawtonbc.co.uk or call John Kinsey on 

07707 20807136 

http://www.northtawtonbc.co.uk
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Ladies who lunch 

 

 

 

 

Meet at the New Inn 

Sampford Courtenay 

at 12.30 p.m. on the 

fourth Wednesday of the month 

(unless otherwise advised) 

 

Pre-booking is essential  - please ring: 
 

 Jackie Mardon     01837 748116 

Debbie Manton, the New Inn 01837 82247 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOR MORE INFO PLEASE CALL MARTIN ON 07817464420  
PARISH@BTINTERNET.COM                       FACEBOOK LOCAL LOGS                        WWW.LOCALLOGS.NET 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              
 
  Email ;  josh@mdff.co.uk  
           www.mdff.co.uk 

mailto:josh@mdff.co.uk


QUAKERS  
 

Ockment Centre 
                    North Street,  
          Okehampton 
                     EX20 1AR  

 

                 Sundays at 10.30 a.m. 

 

 Sampford Courtenay Flower Club 
 

10th March 2025 
 

Sue Johns - Demonstration 
 

Out of the Box 
 

For more information contact the Chairman,  
Nancy Passmore on 01837 54894 

 

 

Sampford Courtenay Parish Website: 
 
http://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/ 
 
The website is managed by Julie Carpenter who can be 

contacted on  
 

juliec2911@hotmail.co.uk 
or  

admin@sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk 
or by phone: 

          07866 605184 

 
Little Seedlings                  

Playgroup 
North Tawton Primary  
School Hall 

Every Tuesday during  
term-time 
9 – 11 a.m. 

For babies & toddlers  
 0 – 4 yrs 

Admission £2 per family  
payable at the door 
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SAMPFORD COURTENAY VILLAGE HALL 
 FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 

 
REGULAR ACTIVITIES:- 
   
TABLE TENNIS              Weekly - for details 
                ring 01837 851659  
 
FLOWER CLUB    2nd Monday of every  
         month 2.30 p.m. 
   
 

OTHER DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:- 

 

 
Big Breakfast    8.30 a.m. Saturday 1st March 
  
Film night (Wilding) 7 p.m. Friday 21st March 
 
Community lunch  12.30 p.m. Tuesday 25th March 
 
Pie night             7 p.m. Friday 11th April 
 
Village Fête   2.30 - 4.30 p.m.  Sunday 29th June 
 
Please see separate adverts or visit the parish  
website/facebook for more details on all of these 
events  www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk 
 
 
 

Please see separate adverts or visit the parish  
website/facebook for more details on all of these 
events . www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk 
 

 
NORTH STREET CHAPEL 

 
March 16th 

3 p.m.  

Tea and Praise 

David Spence 

 

NORTH STREET CHAPEL  
SEWING CLUB 

 

Monday 10th and 31st March 
 

6.30 - 9 p.m. 
For further information contact 

               Charlotte Sampson 07706 942901 or  
     charlotte.sampson22@gmail.com 

 
Football club quiz,  

 
Saturday 22nd March in the Town Hall.  
Doors open 7 p.m. quiz starts 7.30 p.m.  

Maximum of 6 in a team, cost £3 per person.  
Licensed bar and raffle.  

All proceeds to go towards the new  
clubhouse. 

  

http://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/
mailto:charlotte.sampson22@gmail.com


 The Whiddon Mission Community 
 

North Tawton, Bondleigh, Sampford Courtenay, Honeychurch  
Chagford, Crockernwell, Drewsteignton, Gidleigh, Hittisleigh, Murchington,  

South Tawton, South Zeal, Spreyton, Throwleigh, Whiddon Down. 

TEAM VICAR: North  Tawton    Rev’d. Dr. David Spence   (89243)      revdspence@gmail.com 

TEAM RECTOR: Chagford     Bishop Nick McKinnel (01647 937563) nick.mckinnel@gmail.com

  

ASSISTANT MINISTERS: North Tawton    Rev’d. Rita Bullworthy (89168)         ritabullworthy@yahoo.co.uk 

      Sampford Courtenay   Rev’d Joe Moesel (07470 297287)      jsmoesel@outlook.com  

 

CURATE: Chagford      Rev’d.  Dr. Harriet Every (01647 432402)  

PARISH WORKER: North Tawton    Mr. Wesley Cutler  (07540 127827)   wesleycutler@hotmail.co.uk 

 
St. Peter’s  North Tawton    Mr. Paul Andrews       (82648)  Mrs. Rhona Bragg   (01363 530673) 
St. James’s Bondleigh Mr. Danny Semorad   (07814 877151)  Mr. Graham Stokes   (82240)                                                                                   
St. Andrew’s Sampford Courtenay  Mr Rory Robinson     (07811 324154) Mrs. Sarah Hanks      (851287)
St. Mary’s Honeychurch Mr. Ray Squire           (851627)  Mr. Richard Weeks   (851269) 

 

  MARCH SERVICES at  
  St. Andrew’s Church 
         S a m p f o rd C o u r t e n ay 
 

 

2nd March 9.30 a.m.      Morning Worship 
5th March  7.30 p.m.   Ash Wednesday 
9th March  9.30 a.m.       Communion  
16th March 6.00 p.m. Full Choral Evensong 
23rd March 9.30 a.m.    Communion 
30th March 9.30 a.m.      Mothering Sunday 
   Common Worship Communion 
   

 
MARCH SERVICES at  

St. Peter’s Church 

N o r t h Taw to n  

 

2nd March    11 a.m.       Morning Worship 
9th March      11 a.m.        Informal  
    Communion 
16th March    11 a.m.       Family Service 
23rd March 9.30 a.m.     Toast Church 
                             11 a.m.        Traditional  
    Communion 
 6.30 p.m.     Worship Evening 
30th March 11 a.m.     Mothering Sunday 
    Family service 

 

MARCH  SERVICES at  
St. James’s Church  B o n d l e i g h 

 

2nd March 9.30 a.m. Communion Service 
16th March 11 a.m. Communion Service 
 

MARCH SERVICES at  
St. Mary’s Church  H o n eyc h u rc h  

 

2nd March   3 p.m.   Evensong / Communion 
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ORTHODOX CHURCH 
Devon Parish of Holy Prophet Elias 

For details of services contact 
Celia or Martin Olsson (82796)  

 

North Street Chapel Sundays  
 

MARCH 2025 
 

March 2nd 11 a.m. Special service – Roy Down 
March 9th  11 a.m Breaking of Bread  
March 16th  3 p.m. Tea and Praise- 
      David Spence 
March 23rd 11 a.m. Breaking of Bread  

March 30th  11 a.m. Worship Service 

Contact:    Mr. R. Sampson 07835 033062 

mailto:ritabullworthy@yahoo.co.uk


 

ANYONE WISHING TO PLACE A COMMERCIAL   

ADVERTISEMENT IN “ROUNDABOUT” IS  

INVITED TO CONTACT THE EDITORS FOR  

DETAILS OF ADVERTISING RATES. 

“Roundabout” is printed by 
Hedgerow Print 

13-14 Meadow Business Park 
Lords Meadow Industrial Estate 

Crediton EX17 1DN 

The Benefice Choir 

Under the direction of 
 

Roger Cleverdon 
 

Available to sing at 

WEDDINGS · BAPTISMS· FUNERALS 

Roger Cleverdon         01837 810320 
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POLICE   

PHONE   

 

NORTH TAWTON TOWN  

Bookings: Annette 07724 948031 

Secretary: Lin  01837 880031 

 

FROM THE R
From the Registers 
 

 
Funerals 
 
20th January   Donald PRIDHAM 91 years  St. Peter’s, North Tawton 
24th January    William BOURNE  79 years  St. Andrew’s, Sampford Courtenay 
28th January   Martyn TUCKER  70 years  St. Peter’s, North Tawton 

Devon Sensory Outreach Service   

NORTH TAWTON COMMUNITY CENTRE 
   Free, confidential and impartial service for people 
with hearing and or/visual impairment provided by the 
 Sensory Team, Devon County Council. 

Available on the third Thursday of each month in  
North Tawton Community Centre,  

Barton Street. 
 10.30 a.m. and 12 noon. 

 
For further information contact:  

Care Direct 0345 155 1007 or 07966 596881 

Please continue to remember those who need help via 
the Food Bank box in St. Peter’s Church outer porch. 
It is accessible there during the day and  contents are 
regularly  moved to the community kitchen in  Merry 
Go Round. 

 
Be Still 

A short informal monthly service of themed  
prayers, reflections & readings and creating space to dwell in 

the presence of God 
 

St. Andrew’s Church,  Sampford Courtenay 
Fourth Thursdays at 10 a.m. 

 
Next one 27th March 2025 



House Building ∙ Extensions ∙ Conservatories 
Barn Conversion · Brick, Block, Stone Work 
Driveway Paviours ∙ Rendering, Plastering ∙  

Patios Wall & Floor Tiling ∙  
Wood Work all fixings  

 

    IAN RICE Builder 
Sunnyridge, Moor View, North  

Devon EX20 2HW 
 

Mob: 0 7 9 6 7 4 1 8 1 1 0 

ipricebuilding@gmail.com 

Kevin 

     Osborne 
   Aerials & Satellite 
   City & Guilds NVQ 
 

0 1 3 6 3 7 7 7 1 9 0     0 7 8 4 1 6 4 4 3 9  5 

Aerial Upgrades ∙ All aspects of Installation and 
Discreet Installation ∙ Extra TV Points ∙ Existing Aerial 

Satellite Problems Resolved ∙ DAB Radio  
Free Advice ∙ Free Quotation Service ∙ Free Signal  

   Church Flowers & Brass 
 

Sampford Courtenay 

 

 March   Lent (no flowers) 

 April    Shirley Reddaway 

 

Honeychurch  

  

 March   Marilyn Weeks 

 April    Mary Pyle 
  
  

Bondleigh 
 

 Mar 2nd   Bridget Higgs 
 Mar 9th / 16th  Claerwen Gillespie 
 Mar 23rd / 30th  Margaret Bridgman 
 April 6th / 13th  Trish Peters 
   Lent from 5th March. No flowers.  Brass only 
 April 20th / 27th   Sonia Rix  
  
North Tawton 
  

Flowers 
 
 March     Lent  (No flowers) 
 April 20th     Easter Flowers. 
            All arrangers to help 
Brass 
 
March    Monica Simons 
April    Monica and Jane Simons
   

******************************  
      

North Tawton Residents 
 

Would anyone be interested in joining the  rota to 
do church flowers? 
We are always interested in having new  
arrangers and you do not need to have  
experience in flower arranging. Come to the 
meeting on March 11th at 12 noon in the  
Mortimer Room in the church. 
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ROUNDABOUT DEADLINE:  

 
Community News, Articles, and Events  
are published (free of charge) in any edition,  
but must  be received by the Editors no later 
than noon on the 13th of the month before  
   publication. 
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PURE GREEN RURAL SERVICES 
 

All aspects of fencing undertaken 
Hedgelaying  

Dry stone walling 
 

No job too small 
 

Please Call Ed 07956026511 
 

Puregreenruralservices@hotmail.co.uk  
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