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Wall & Floor Tiling         Under Tile Heating 

Waterproof Tanking         Free Quotations 
 
Tel              Mob 07729  460746  

 

C. J. Steer & Sons Ltd 
Funeral Directors 

Est 1969 
 

24 hour Service  
All Facilities 

 
Homefield, Station Road, Bow 

 

Tel: 01363 82414       Mobile: 07785 540248 

  

FORE STREET GARAGE 

( Proprietor: Kevin Hodge) 
Fore Street, North Tawton 

Tel: 01837 82006 

M.O.T. TESTING STATION 
Servicing and Repairs to all makes and models 

Competitive Rates            Fully Qualified Mechanic 
GoodGarageScheme.com 

( Registered Member ) 
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NICHOLS NYMET HOUSE 

 
MANOR HOUSE BED AND BREAKFAST  

& SELF CATERING COTTAGES  
www.devonbedandbreakfast.co.uk  

email mandpgoodman@outlook.com 

Tel 01837 82626 
 

For all your accommodation requirements –  
When family and friends come to stay use us as guest rooms. 

 Peaceful location 1.5 miles from North Tawton 
WITH WONDERFUL VIEWS 

We offer three large bedrooms all with  
en-suite bathrooms including a family suite  

for up to 5.  
Full English Breakfast using finest produce. 

Rates from £45 per person per night –  
Children half price. 

 
Also we can offer Self Catering Cottages available on a 

weekly basis. 
Please see our Trip advisor reviews and Facebook pages. 

 
Weirford House 

in picturesque Sampford Courtenay 
 

Well equipped Garden Barn for self-catering  
or bed and breakfast 

 
Avril Flanagan - 01837 89132 

 
5* ratings on Google.      See our website for details 

 

www.weirfordhouse.co.uk          avril@weirfordhouse.co.uk 

Ashridge Great Barn 
Follow us for more details  

of events in 2025 including; 
“The Wind in the Willows” 

Sunday 10 August - 2.30pm  

 

Outdoor musical theatre - Ashridge Court Garden 

Box Office: 01805 624624 
 

Ashridge Court Farm, EX20 2DH www.ashridgegreatbarn.co.uk  

info@ashridge-court.co.uk     01837 352025 

http://www.devonbedandbreakfast.co.uk/
mailto:mandpgoodman@outlook.com
http://www.weirfordhouse.co.uk
mailto:info@ashridge-court.co.uk


From The Rectory  

 
Welcome to the Summer!  As I write this, we are having 
scorching weather and the normal string of summer term 
events are underway – summer fayres, sports days, open 
gardens and pantos.  I really hope it’s still great weather 
once the children are off. 
Over the summer many of us head off on trips away.  I’ve 
been overhearing people talking about some great summer 
holiday plans in the playground and in church.  Still others 
are off on trips even further afield, particularly seeing 
family and friends in far flung places.  Others of us are 
just hoping to enjoy a glorious Devon summer as we 
continue working as normal.  I wonder what you are up to 
this summer. 
Recently in a church service we were considering the 
journey which the Old Testament hero, Abraham, made.  
While today we have a host of resources at our disposal to 
plan our trips – both traditional: maps, guidebooks and 
travel writing; and also modern: street view, trip advisor 
and a plethora of blogs – poor Abraham didn’t have 
anything.  No maps.  No road signs.  Not even roads!  
Later in the Bible, Abraham’s choice to go is put starkly: 
By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would 

later receive as his inheritance,  
obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he 

was going. (Hebrews 11:8) 
A journey without motorised transport of over 2000km, 
totally into the unknown.  No clue as to where you’re  

 
going.  God basically said – leave it all behind, family, 
friends and nation – and follow me.   
I don’t know about you, but I find this a great metaphor of 
our lives – an adventure into the unknown, one where we 
don’t know where it will lead.  The summer holiday is 
often a time when we make that step into the unknown – 
new school, colleges and universities for many young 
people – but it is also often the time where families move 
to new homes, areas and jobs too.  For Abraham, God 
took him on an amazing adventure – he had an amazing 
time, won battles, travelled widely, gained great wealth 
and met with God.  And his legacy lived on: in the Jewish 
people descended from him, in the Jewish, Christian and 
Muslim faiths which all look to him as a founding father.  
And supremely for Christians in Jesus Christ his great son 
who was also God’s Son come to rescue the world!  
That’s quite an adventure and it all started by trusting in 
God and taking a step into the unknown! 
For us on our own journeys (real and metaphorical) 

Abraham’s story teaches us that God wants to make that 

journey with us if we welcome him along.  And that’s a 
great idea as he knows where we are heading, even if we 

don’t.  He wants to go with us as we journey into the 
unknown, through all the highs and lows, joys and 

disappointments.  Who knows where the adventure with 
God might lead!    David Spence 
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 Drop in anytime between  
10.30 a.m. –12 noon 

in the Mortimer  Room 
St. Peter’s Church 

 
2nd & 4th Tuesday of the month 

 
   No meeting in August; next meeting 9th September 
 

      For more information contact 
               Jo Fear      01837 82553 
 

 
 
 
 
North Tawton Repair Café would like to thank everyone who comes along to our events – it makes us all happy when we can 
fix something that would otherwise be thrown away.  
We are also now able to offer repairs to computers and to bikes. Bikes must be booked in – please drop us a message on  
facebook, or call Ruth 07950 637976 

13th September 2025  - 10 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. (No Repair Café in August) 

    At the Community Centre, Barton Street, North Tawton, EX20 2HN. 
 
For more information go to https://fb.me/NTRepairCafe  
If you’d like to find out about volunteering your skills, then please drop in or call Ruth. 

North Tawton Library of Things 

Join for £5 a year and borrow any of the items we have in the library for free. Open 5.30-6.30 every Thursday in the  
Chapel of Rest. You can join online or with a paper form (available in the Post Office).  
 
https://northtawtonlibraryofthings.myturn.com/library/ 

https://fb.me/NTRepairCafe
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    ashmanhandyman@icloud.com 



 

Roundabout 
 

 is published for the community on  
behalf of the four parish churches of North Tawton,  
Sampford Courtenay, Bondleigh and Honeychurch. 

 
Opinions expressed by contributors are their own and 

are not necessarily endorsed by the Church,  
by the PCC,  

by members of the four churches, or by the Editors. 
 

Contributions should be sent to 
Hilary and Richard Edwards, 

Shellsley, 
Exeter Street, 

      North Tawton, 
EX20 2BZ 

 (tel. 01837 82376) 
 

     E mail: nt.roundabout@gmail.com  
no later than noon on the13th of the month  

before publication is required  
(and earlier, if possible) 

 
New advertisers are always welcome. 

Advertisements can be arranged for shorter  
periods than one year or for single editions. 

 
Visit Roundabout on its own website: 

www.northtawtonroundabout.com 
(There are also links online via the websites of the  

North Tawton Town Council and the  
 Sampford Courtenay Village Council). 
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If you would like to talk to one of the team,  
please contact: 

 

North Tawton 
 Ken Bragg   01363 530673 
 Jackie Tye           01837 880479 
  
Sampford Courtenay/Honeychurch   
 Rory Robinson  07811 324154  
 Lynn Robinson  07966 477465 
 

Bondleigh  
 Danny Semorad  07814 877151  
 Lin Warre   01837  82089 

Midweek Communion 

 
St. Peter’s, North Tawton 

12noon — 26th August 2025 
 

Please do join us for a traditional said communion  
service from the Prayer Book.  

mailto:nt.roundabout@gmail.com
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 For experienced, 
local advice you can trust 
T. 01837 52379 
www.peterslaw.co.uk 

1 West Street, Okehampton  

 

 

WINDOWS-DOORS-CONSERVATORIES-JOINERY 

(Covering the whole of Devon) 

HIGH QUALITY PRODUCTS BACKED UP BY OVER 25 YEARS 

EXPERIENCE HELPING CUSTOMERS TO IMPROVE THEIR 

HOMES 

Why not give them a call to see what they can do for you 

and your property........ 

01837 54019 or enquiries@okehamptonglass.com 

www.okehamptonglass.com 

 

 



NORTH TAWTON TOWN COUNCIL 
Town Clerk:  Caroline Ellis 

 
14A The Square 

North Tawton  
EX20 2EP 

Tel: 01837 880121 
e-mail: townclerk@northtawtontowncouncil.gov.uk 

 
Behind the Scenes at the Heart of North Tawton 
 
Ever wondered what goes on behind the doors of the Town Council Office? Our day begins bright and early 
with a flood of emails – anywhere between 70-90 emails for the Town Clerk and Deputy Clerk, and more on a 
Monday! The messages cover anything from local concerns on road closures, flooding, potholes, fly-tipping, 
and other queries on logistical requests and information regarding relevant authorities. No day is the same and 
has a fast paced, varied ever-changing inbox.    
Our responsibilities extend further – managing the cemetery and coordinating burials with care and  
compassion, updating and safeguarding council records, overseeing the town’s public spaces, including the 
public conveniences and the clock. We are currently working on an exciting upgrade to the play equipment in 
the park, while also managing the other assets of open spaces. With managing the Town’s financial records, 
council accounts, responding to residents’ questions and offering support and help, we are a first point of  
contact for many, and always strive to provide the best service we can. An awareness of life outside the office 
helps us to report and monitor infrastructure issues, and each month we prepare legally required Agendas and 
Minutes, from which the backbone of democratic decision making in North Tawton ensures the Town  
continues to run smoothly.  
From our office here at the Town Council we observe a lot of North Tawton life. The comings and goings of 
people going about their daily business, dog walkers, delivery drivers, buses, the odd lorry, and postal vans. In 
recent weeks we have been really saddened to see the closure of Jen’s Café. Many of you will know Jen 
Marvin, who has run the café since early 2018. The café has been a hub for the community, and a place to meet 
friends, share lunch, or to just go and be somewhere warm and inviting in the colder months. Jen has always 
offered a huge amount of support to people, particularly during the Covid Lockdown’s of 2020 by always 
making sure people have food and friendship. Jen has often been a listening ear, a friend to hug and welcomed 
all who went into her little café, both locals and tourists, with open arms. The café will be missed, and we wish 
Jen and her family all the best for the future.  
Don’t forget, if you have ever wondered what your local Council does, or how decisions are made that impact 
on your daily life here in the town, we warmly invite you to visit us. Whether is it stopping by the Office, using 
our book swap, attending a Council meeting, or the monthly Councillor Surgery, you are always welcome. 
Councillor Surgeries run on the second Saturday of the month from 10 a.m. - 12.30.p.m., where you can meet 
your local Councillors in person and have face to face advice, chats, and discussions. If we can’t help directly, 
we will know who can.   
Office opening hours are Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, 10.30-12.30. We are at the office outside these 
hours but aren’t open to the public unless at the specified times. 
  
You can also telephone: 01837 880121.  
Or email Caroline our Town Clerk at townclerk@northtawtontowncouncil.gov.uk  
or Hannah our Deputy Town Clerk at deputyclerk@northtawtontowncouncil.gov.uk 
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Brian Drake 

Brian’s family wish to thank everyone for the 
many cards, letters & telephone calls of    

condolence on his passing. 
 

Thanks also to the many bell ringers for ringing 
the muffled & open peals & to those who  

attended his funeral. 

 
Saturday 16th August  

the Guides will be holding a  
Mini Market  

in the garden of 5 Exeter Street  
to raise money for camp funds.  

They have been given many things to sell including 
toys, games, books, household items, china,  gifts 

etc.  
Tea and coffee will be available, 

from 10 a.m. - 2.30 p.m..  

mailto:townclerk@northtawtontowncouncil.gov.uk
mailto:deputyclerk@northtawtontowncouncil.gov.uk
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Deborah Taylor 
Registered Childminder 

 

 
 

 

 
Churchward 

     Sampford Courtenay 
01837 82743 

 

                       TONY DAY 
 

         Heating and Plumbing 
 

 
Main and LPG Gas 

Gas Safe Registered 

 

01837 83702     07773 966201 

Reg No 191548 

 

Angels Hair Salon 
 

Hair in the  Square ·  01837 82430 
 

Modern Unisex Hair Salon 
 

• Official Suppliers of Tigi Hair products 
•        Modern salon with the most up to date  

• Free to join Reward Scheme 

• Cosmetics for sale at below high street prices 

• Exclusive salon hire available for private  
 

Tuesdays  -  Wednesdays  -  Thursdays  -  Fridays 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Saturdays 
Phone for Appointment 

 
11 The Square, North Tawton, EX20 2JD 

KEVIN RICE 
FULLY QUALIFIED BUILDER & DECORATOR 

With 40 years experience in and around  

North Tawton. 

 
All aspects of building work from small repairs to 

new builds undertaken by a local tradesman who 
cares about quality and personal service. 

Contact Kevin 

Mobile:  07749 674357       

BROADBURY LANDCARE 
 

All aspects of Garden Maintenance  

and Landscaping 
 

Andrew Barton 07532 216216 
 

Fully Qualified Fully Insured 
Free Estimates 

  

   
Older Property Building Surveys 

• Thatched or slate properties built of Cob or Stone. 

• Custom Thatched Roof Surveys. 

• Weekend "Hands on" Thatching Courses. 
 

Master Thatcher and Residential Property Surveyor 
www.thatchedhomeinspector.co.uk                

Ring Charles on  01647 231 706 or 07771512670 
Holland Park Farm, South Tawton, 

Okehampton. EX20 2PP 



 

BONDLEIGH RAINFALL 
 
June's rainfall has been higher than usual, although we have had some periods of warm dry weather as 
well. Rainfall total was 99.4 mm. compared with only 19.3 mm. last year. However, 60 mm. of that 
total fell on the 12th/13th of the month., which gives a rather unbalanced view to the figures.  
I was away for the middle of the month, so I thank my neighbour Phil Townsend for keeping the  
figures up to date.                 
             Danny Semorad  
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North Tawton Afternoon W.I. 
 

Ramblings of a North Tawton W.I. Member  
Every year he says it. Just before the tickets go on sale. Every year. ‘Are we going to Glasto?’ The question is 
met with a look. A look that needs no words to explain the answer – as it’s the same answer every year. No. We 
are not going to Glasto. You don’t like crowds. You don’t like loud music and you certainly don’t like most of 
the bands that will be there. And you won’t like the toilet facilities. So – no, we will not be going. His face will 
then register a look of disappointment for approximately four seconds and he will move on.  
Forgot to ask Fitz if he’d ever been to Glasto. Yes – David Fitzgerald, affectionately known as Fitz, was in the 
room. And I wouldn’t have been at all surprised to hear that he had dipped his toe in the Glasto mud at some 
point during his broadcasting career. Fitz has been a broadcaster on TV and radio for some 45 years and it all 
started with local radio, back in 1980, when he joined the team at radio Devon Air. Six years later his career 
took him to the local West Country TV channel TSW and, along with fellow presenters Judi Spiers, Ian Stirling 
and Ruth Langsford, he became well known for performing with Gus Honeybun. A rabbit. (You’ll have to 
Google it – there are episodes of Gus Honeybun’s Magic Birthdays on YouTube with Judi and David which 
will explain everything more vividly than I ever could) 
In 1993 Fitz joined the Sky News team covering major news stories including the OJ Simpson story, the Waco 
siege, and the death of Princess Diana. In the mid 2000’s he moved to Radio Devon where he presented until 
2023 and he is much missed. Along the way he has written four children’s books with co-author, Falklands 
War Veteran and best friend Simon Weston CBE – Fitz has also written for Spitting Image and has even made 
an appearance in a Trivial Pursuit question. So has he retired? He’s too busy to retire. He is much in demand as 
an MC and compere – entertaining many with his after dinner talks filled with stories and anecdotes. He writes 
regularly for the North Devon Gazette and The Moorlander and hosts a podcast called ‘Fitz in the Community’ 
which focuses on stories and conversations with and about Devon’s people plus he is a great supporter of  
military charities and those involved with dementia. Difficult to imagine him ever really retiring – oh, and he 
always wears odd socks. 
Fitz continued to entertain us whilst staying for the business bit of the meeting and was particularly interested 
in the idea of our North Tawton W.I. Challenge – a chance to have a go at something that might be a step or 
two away from our comfort zones, such as a wild swim on Dartmoor, a ride on a zip wire, wild camping for a 
night or even a go at karaoke – (have often wondered what song husband would opt for if he was forced to do 
karaoke) We are attempting to improve our skittling skills before the next Devon Federation Skittles Knockout 
matches start – sadly we were knocked out in the first round last year (but we were very gracious in defeat 
weren’t we Jan??) so a practice match or two (along with lunch of course) at the Waie Inn will hopefully  
improve our results. 
Weymouth was our ‘Mystery’ destination in June – via Otter Nurseries, where, luckily, there wasn’t enough 
time to do any serious shopping. I hadn’t been to Weymouth since I went to see the Radio One Road Show 
with Peter Powell back in 1983. Actually, it was Wednesday 18th August (never throw away your old diaries) 
and according to my tatty 1983 diary it was sunny and warm and my friend Kate drove us there in her Citroen 
2CV. Apparently I tried to get Peter Powell’s autograph (and failed) and I tried to get picked to do the ‘Bits and 
Pieces’ competition – and failed. Think I might have sulked all the way home. I know – it’s difficult to believe. 
 
Looking forward to our Cocktail Masterclass at the New Inn, Sampford Courtenay later in July – and then,  
interestingly, our trip to the Met Office is the very next day. I hope the Met Office staff talk with gentle, 
hushed, whispery type voices. Not that I’m suggesting for one moment that any members of such an upstanding 
and responsible group as North Tawton W.I. would ever be nursing a hangover. That is an absolute slur on our 
good name and reputation. Moving on. 
Husband has given his karaoke song choice some serious thought – and it’s a toss up between ‘Three Wheels 
on My Wagon’ by the New Christy Minstrels from 1965 or ‘Puff, the Magic Dragon’ by Peter, Paul and Mary 
from 1963. 
 
Be very careful – if you listen to them on YouTube you’ll be singing them all day.             
              Sue Knott                                                                               
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M C Poole Contractors                   Digger hire with driver 

Most work undertaken.    General drainage and Ground Work 

CITB 
Tel: 01837 83130        Mobile: 07970 653827 

 
 
 
 
 

Dedicated teams of farm and companion animal vets. 
North Tawton        01837 82327 

  Okehampton          01837 658777 
  Hatherleigh          01837 810455 

www.northparkvets.co.uk 
      Farm: Emergency, routine, herd health, small holders. 

Pets: Vaccinations, neutering, nurse clinics, x-ray and operation 
facilities in all surgeries. 

Tel: 01837 82271           W J Morris & Sons 
                         

 ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS & CON-
TRACTORS      Established 1953 

 
                     Timber Yard, Sampford Courtenay 

                                    Okehampton EX20 2TB 
 
FARM, DOMESTIC & INDUSTRIAL INSTALLATIONS,  
EMERGENCY LIGHTING, FIRE & SECURITY ALARMS  
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Sampford Courtenay Parish Council 
 
The Council held its meeting on 25th June 2025.  At the meeting the Council agreed the priorities for 
the coming year.  The focus remains on the completion of the Waterpath renewal and work to make 
the footpath onto the green more accessible.  A project is to be initiated (following on from the results 
of the recent survey) to plan for the future of the Green and replacement of the aging equipment.  Any 
volunteers willing to be part of the working group should contact the Parish Clerk. 
 
Road Safety remains high on the priorities and the Council would welcome a volunteer to take over as 
Co-ordinator for the Community Speed Watch which is currently suspended. 
 
Not forgetting the massive success of the Commemoration of the Prayer Book Rebellion last year the 
Council is still keen to support and celebrate the history and heritage of the Parish with potential  
development of the Trail Map to include the significant historic sites and locations.  Full details of the  
priorities can be found on the Parish website. 
 
The Council also signed off the 2024/25 financial governance report with a positive Audit Report. 
 
We would like to thank all the volunteers who took part in the Parish Clean Up as part of the national 
campaign.  Every little bit to help to make the place we live in better goes a long way.   
In addition, as part of the Council’s commitment to supporting environmental sustainability thanks go 
to Marion Pratt and all the volunteers who supported this year’s annual Himalayan Balsam clear up.   
It was also encouraging to identify that the ‘No Mow May’ initiative identified 5 naturally seeded wild 
flowers on the small patch of ground at Red Post. 
 
The Next meeting is to take place on Wednesday 3rd September 2025 at the Village Hall.  Everyone 
is welcome and if you would like to raise an item for the Agenda, please let the Clerk know in  
advance.   
 
Parish Clerk - clerkscpc@gmail.com  01769 560740 

mailto:clerkscpc@gmail.com
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Robinson Plant Ltd 
www.robinsonplant.co.uk 

 

A family firm with over 30 years  
experience 

 

All aspects of earthworks, ground works 
and hard landscaping including: 

 

Site Excavation 
Concreting and Driveways 

Stone Walling 
Paving and Patios 

Brickwork and Block work 
Foundations and Ground works  

Land Drainage and Ponds  
 

Office: 01837 89065 
Mobile: 07909 998945 

 Email: alec@robinsonplant.co.uk  

http://www.robinsonplant.co.uk
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     Summer Term Hi-jinks 
  
What a fantastic end to the summer term and my time at North Tawton Primary School!  
I had the pleasure of taking our Year Six children to Cambridge for a four-day residential. We had a 
packed timetable including a visit the botanic garden, Fitzwilliam Museum and art gallery, a walking tour 
of the university and a visit IWM Duxford where we saw lots of war and commercial planes, including 
Concorde. We were even treated to an aerial display!  
 
Back at school, we have been involved in a local history project, learning about what North Tawton was 
like in the past, what we love about it now and thinking about what North Tawton might be like in the  
future. Mr. Alan Parkinson came and told us about his local history research; he may even use some of our 
work in his latest book!  
 
The whole school took part in our Sports Day: a morning of house team activities, family picnic and an 
afternoon of competitive races. The following day the children presented their musical skills in a sharing 
assembly where they show cased of all they have learned this term in music lessons.   
 
We have had a week of learning about Disability Awareness, showing compassion and learning about 
how we can overcome difficulties.  We celebrated Rainbow Day where we focus on inclusion and wear 
clothes to express ourselves.   
 
We have a day where the children worked in their school houses for a collaborative day of crafts, and  
outdoor games and forest adventures. 
  
Our dedicated running club completed their 13th mile at Simmonds Park with children from other schools.  
At the time of writing, we still have The Key Stage Two performance ‘A Touch of Snow White,’ our 
Nursery Celebration of Learning and our Leavers Assembly to look forward to.  
 
I have thoroughly enjoyed my time at North Tawton Primary and take many very special memories with 
me. I want to thank the children, families and staff for being so supportive and working together to make 
this school such a happy place to be. 
  
I have met with the new headteacher – Mrs. Clare Vincent and I hope she will enjoy the wonderful  
community as I have done.  
 
 I wish you all the very best, 
               Tara Penny 
               Principal  

 
The Royal British Legion Produce, Flower and Vegetable Show 

 
The Royal British Legion Produce, Flower and Vegetable Show will be taking place on  

Saturday 9th August in the Town Hall.  
24 classes this year with 5 classes just for children.  

All classes are free to enter. Entry forms are available from the Post Office and need to be returned by 
30th July, late entries can be accepted until 2nd August.  

The Town Hall will be open from 10.30 a.m. for everyone to come and view.  
Tea, coffee and cakes available. 

The first year, last year,  was a successful year but we would like this one to be even better !!  
We hope to see you all there. 



SM Plumbing & Heating 
Stuart  

 
Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

 

Contact me 
on 

07738 759606  or  01837 880067 
 

No.519960     stuartmoffat2@h otmail.com 

 
Taw Va l l ey Dental Care 

 
56 Fore Street 
North Tawton 

EX20 2DT 
 

Telephone: 01837 880096 
 

Oral Health Accessible to All 
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Ecomojo zero waste shop.   
Bring your own containers and 

refill foods (many organic,  
cleaning products, plastic free 
toiletries, local produce and 

gifts).   
 

8 High Street, North Tawton. EX20 2HF.   
Opening hours Tuesday - Friday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Saturday 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

mailto:stuartmoffat2@hotmail.com
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Bow & District Historical Society  
 

There is no meeting in August 
 

Annual Membership £15, Visitors £4.  
Enquiries 01363 82468 

NORTH TAWTON SCOUTS NEED YOUR HELP - 
NEW LEADERS REQUIRED 

Being the 1st, North Tawton Group Scout Leader, I need to 
put an urgent request out for help to the local community. 
Since the early 1900’s 1st North Tawton Scout Group have 
been a thriving part of the local community with our smart 
uniforms and blue/white neckers being proudly worn by our 
young persons for all to see. During our history there have 
been some times when scouting in North Tawton stopped 
due to external issues, during the war and in more recent 
times due to COVID for example, but also several periods 
when Scouting stopped locally due to a lack of adults  
volunteering to be become leaders. Unfortunately we are 
now approaching the same scenario.   We have been very 
lucky to have had a dedicated and stable leader team for 
many years, but for personal and work reasons several of the 
current leaders have reduced their availability to support the 
group.  This means that although we will be issuing a full 
scout programme for the coming terms, including camps for 
next year, there is a high probability that without new  
leaders we will need to cancel meetings at short notice or 
even close the scout section completely later in the year. 
This is the reality of the situation we are facing; the closure 
of the Scout section would result in the 15 Scouts we  
already have being unable to continue their Scouting  
Journey and will have knock on effects to the Cubs, Beavers 
and Squirrel Scouts who will be unable to move up through 
all the sections. If you think you can help us, know of a  
family member, or friend who would like to become a scout 
leader, then please talk to us urgently. Being a scout leader 
is great fun and doesn’t need any particular skills to start. If 
you are interested in helping scouts to have fun and develop 
their personal and practical skills, then being a leader could 
be for you and is massively rewarding. The time  
commitment is not excessive; meetings taking up a couple 
of hours a week on a Wednesday evening with a small 
amount of preparation time depending on the activities and 
your current skill level. Please remember that we are only 
teaching the scouts the basics of most subjects, so you don’t 
need to be experts in anything and it is easy for you to stay 
one step ahead of them with a bit of help from ourselves. In 
addition, in order to ensure we operate safely for both the 
scouts and yourselves, there is some training you must  
complete with the scout association. The mandatory training 
on safety and child protection consists of a few online 
courses that must be completed over the first few months 
and will take a few hours in manageable chunks. Further 
training is available and can be taken at a more leisurely 
pace as a mix of face to face and online training. Whilst 
scouting does not insist on having female leaders in the  
section as we have almost 50% of female scouts, we would 
very much like to be fully representative in the leader team, 
so this request is equally applicable to all parents, carers, 
family members and friends. If you have any questions then 
please contact the Group Scout Leader Phil Roberts on Phil-
ip.roberts@tip-group.com or 07775 801218 or the Scout 
Leader Martin Gill on gills_finwood@btinternet.com or 
01837 880129. 

NORTH TAWTON SCHOOL LANDS CHARITY 
CAN WE HELP YOU? 

HAVE YOU JUST FINISHED A LEVELS? 
ARE YOU GOING TO UNIVERSITY OR COLLEGE? 
ARE YOU JUST STARTING AN APPRENTICESHIP? 

 

This Trust has a small income which can be applied in  
promoting the education including social and physical training, of 

young residents 
in the Parish of North Tawton. 

 
Small grants can be made towards expenses of students going to Uni-

versity, College or taking apprenticeships etc. 
We have already helped many young people of this Parish. 

Applications should be made in writing to: 
 

Clerk to the Trustees 
North Tawton School Lands Charity 

3 Letheren’s Meadow 
North Tawton 

EX20 2FQ 
 

And should state the name, age and address of the applicant, and give 
details of the type of education/apprenticeship they are pursuing. 

Applications must be sent before the  
18th August 2025. 

Applicants will be advised if a grant has been awarded as soon as pos-
sible after that date. It is emphasized that these grants are small and are 

made entirely at the discretion of the Trustees. 
 

We look forward to receiving your applications and, hopefully, helping 

your future. 

mailto:Philip.roberts@tip-group.com
mailto:Philip.roberts@tip-group.com
mailto:gills_finwood@btinternet.com
votel://+441837880129
votel://+441837880129
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THE ART BOX – August 2025 
In association with Ruth Smith Gallery and Red Mud Arts. If you would like to 
contribute, please send to Ruth at ruth@ruthsmithgallery.co.uk 

Celebrating Community and Showcasing Musical Talent at North Tawton’s Tawland Music Festival 

On 21st June, we had the great pleasure of hosting the Red Mud Arts Open Mic Stage at North Tawton’s second 

Tawland Music Festival – and what a day it was! Glorious weather, brilliant music, delicious food, family activities, a 

bustling craft market, and a strong sense of community all combined to make it a truly memorable event. 

With 13 acts performing across two open lorry stages (a huge thank you to Gregory Distribution for making that 

possible!), the festival was a celebration of local talent and togetherness. 

A massive thank you to Tawland Events CIC for inviting us to showcase some of the performers from our  

regular Open Mic Nights at The White Hart, North Tawton – held every second Wednesday of the month, hosted 

by Wez Cutler and Oren Ford. For some of our acts, this was a fantastic opportunity to perform on a much bigger 

stage in front of a larger audience. 

From folk and bluegrass to indie, pop, and rock, the Red Mud Arts Open Mic Stage and main stage offered  

something for everyone. A huge thank you to our Red Mud Arts acts: Andrew Hill-Shaw, Muzz Murray, Amanda 

Arscott, Wez Cutler, Tim and Stuart of Hooked, Rob Husband, Charlotte & Andy, and Pete Matthews, for their 

fantastic performances, which kept the music flowing between main stage sets from the likes of Bicycle Repair 

Man, Alysha Vine, The Dockneys, Amy and the Fireblockers, and headline act The Wreckords. 

A special mention goes to Oren Ford of Spirit Sounds Studios, part of the Red Mud Arts team, for bringing his  

expert sound engineering skills to both stages throughout the day. 

We’re incredibly lucky to have such vibrant, inclusive events happening right here on our doorstep – and they 

wouldn’t be possible without the hard work of so many behind the scenes. Huge thanks to Christina Agar Tina Bird 

and Tawland Events CIC, our Red Mud Arts team, The Rugby Club (for hosting us), Gregory Distribution, and all 

the brilliant local businesses who continue to support this and many other fantastic events in our town. 

Save the date – 20th June 2026 

Riding high on the success of this year’s event, Tawland Events CIC has already announced next year’s festival – 

which is set to be even bigger and better. We can’t wait to be part of it again, and we hope to see you there too! 

Cathy Page 

Red Mud Arts dates for your diary: 

Artist Gathering: SAVE THE DATE! Saturday 6th September, Taw Valley Brewery. More details to come. 

Paid opportunities: Call for workshop proposals! Crediton Heart Project are looking for local creatives to 

run workshops in their art week later in summer, 2nd-10th August.  

 Email ratsyfang@hotmail.com. We are also looking for people to run workshops and talks 

in North Tawton for our ‘Meet the Maker’ programme generously enabled by The Durant 

Trust. Email redmudarts@gmail.com. 

Artists’ Critique Group: First Tuesday of the month, 7-9pm at Ruth Smith Gallery, North Tawton. Email 

ruth.helen.smith@outlook.com. 

Open Mic Night: Second Wednesday of the month, from 7.30 at the White Hart, North Tawton. Find out 

more on the Facebook group. 

Life Drawing:  Last Tuesday of the month, 7-9pm at the Community Centre, North Tawton. Email 

ruth.helen.smith@outlook.com. 

Join our mailing list to hear about upcoming gatherings, talks and workshops at redmudarts@gmail.com 

  SAVE the DATE - 12th October - Charity Tea Dance with South West Lindy Hoppers 
 
We have a vintage duo, Cream Teas, Cake and Tea plus a lesson with us; come and learn this fantastic dance and be  
entertained as well. Step back in time with us to the 1940s when life was so much simpler! 
Raising funds for North Tawton British Legion is our aim and it is so important to support this charity who in turn support 
the veterans of our armed forces. Prize Draw which last year included a Cream Tea at the Mill Hotel in Chagford, Tickets 
for Castle Drogo and Rosemoor Gardens plus lots more donated from business in the town and surrounding area.  
               (See page 11) 



 
 
NORTH TAWTON 
 RUGBY 
FOOTBALL CLUB 
 The Clubhouse is  

available to HIRE for  

PRIVATE FUNCTIONS

Competitive Rates 

Ample Parking 

Now with free wifi  

 

  ALL EVENTS CATERED FOR 
 

 Call  
 SARAH on     7     

ROUNDABOUT Page 18 

 
 
 
 
 
A friendly, family run company aiming to provide a range of 
high quality arboricultural services to our Customers’ trees. 

 

Services include: 

Tree removals/ dismantles 
Tree pruning, reductions, thinning, shaping and dead wood  
removal 
Hedge trimming 
Stump grinding 
Tree planting 

 

All work is insured to £5 million, complies with  
relevant British standards and is carried out by  
appropriately trained and equipped professional  
arborists  
CALL NOW for friendly, professional advice and to  
arrange a FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE  
TEL: 07398268877 
EMAIL: adamofedentrees@gmail.com 
Check us out on Facebook and Instagram: 
@adamofedentrees 

 

WHITEGATES JOINERY 
BESPOKE JOINERY SPECIALISTS 

 
KITCHENS, STAIRS, DOORS,  
SLIDING SASH WINDOWS,  

CONSERVATION WORK 
 

FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION 
QUOTE CALL ROGER 

 

01837 847682 / 07887731197 
 

E MAIL whitegates05@yahoo.com 
 
 

Practical Wood Working Lessons Available 

Housekeeping Services 
 

Experienced Housekeeper living in the local area  
Accustomed to working to a high standard with excellent 

attention to detail 
• Cleaning, laundry and ironing service 

• Weekly grocery shopping 
• Transport to and support with GP/Hospital appointments 

Please contact Sarah 
0736 845 5716  

sarahjbowers@gmail.com 

 
 

Luxury handmade artisan chocolates,  
            freshly made to order 
 
  Beautifully presented in gift boxes  
      with your own gift message. 
Pre-order service available for bespoke 
         personalised chocolates. 
    www.sarahjanechocolatier.com 
   sarah@sarahjanechocolatier.com 

http://www.sarahjanechocolatier.com
mailto:sarah@sarahjanechocolatier.com


 
QUAKERS  

 

Ockment Centre 
                    North Street,  
          Okehampton 
                     EX20 1AR  

 

                 Sundays at 10.30 a.m. 

All visitors welcome 

 

 Sampford Courtenay Flower Club 
 

1st August 
 

Outing 
Taunton Flower Show 

 
For more information contact the Chairman,  

Nancy Passmore on 01837 54894 
 

 

Sampford Courtenay Parish Website: 
 
http://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/ 
 

The website is managed by Julie Carpenter 
who can be contacted on  

 
juliec2911@hotmail.co.uk 

or  
admin@sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk 

or by phone: 
          07866 605184 

 
Little Seedlings                  

Playgroup 
North Tawton Primary  
School Hall 

Every Tuesday during  
term-time 
9 – 11 a.m. 

For babies & toddlers  
 0 – 4 yrs 

Admission £2 per family  
payable at the door 
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SAMPFORD COURTENAY VILLAGE HALL 
 FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 

 
REGULAR ACTIVITIES:- 
   
TABLE TENNIS              Weekly - for details 
                ring 01837 851659  
 
FLOWER CLUB    2nd Monday of every  
         month 2.30 p.m. 
   
 

OTHER DATES FOR YOUR DIARY: 
 
Tanglewood Creative Days - Pewter Casting  
  Family Workshop - 17th & 18th August 

 
  
Flower & Produce Show    Saturday 6th September
                2 p.m. 
  
Community lunch   Thursday 11th September           
      12.30 p.m. 
 
Hungrytown        Friday 12th September                
      7.30 p.m.  
   
Please see separate adverts or visit the parish  
website/facebook for more details on all of these 
events  www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk 

 

 
NORTH STREET CHAPEL 

 
August 17th   

3 p.m.   
  

Tea and Praise - 
Speaker TBC 

 

NORTH STREET CHAPEL  
SEWING CLUB 

 

 Will not be meeting in July and August 

The Okehampton and District Local History 
       Society  
 

Wednesday 13th August - Colin Sturmer.  
'The Royal Great Charter 1337'. 

A Brief History of the Duchy of Cornwall. 
 

7.30 p.m. 
 

Ockment Centre, Okehampton.  
All Welcome. Visitors £3.00. 

http://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/
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     NORTH TAWTON TOWN TWINNING 
 
 
 
 
From the 12 th to 18th of  June  
North TawtonTwinning members hosted  
and entertained a small group of friends 
 from Blangy le Château .  
 
A good time was had by all!   

St James', Bondleigh   
Roger Cleverdon -  "My Life in Music" - From Devon Farm to Westminster Abbey 

  
In aid of Devon Historic Churches Trust (50% of funds raised are returned to St. James' Church) 
  
Saturday, 6th September at 7.00pm - St. James' Church, Bondleigh 
  
Come along and enjoy learning about Roger's extraordinary career in music. 
  
Tickets - £10.00 - will include a glass of wine and nibbles. 
  
Roger, a farmer's son, became a Westminster Cathedral Chorister for 37 years and enjoyed a parallel 
freelance career as an organist, night club pianist, tea chest player, clarinettist and singer.  He has  
supported many well known artists and entertainers during recording sessions and TV productions. 
  
To book, please phone Graham (82240) or Danny (82319). 
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Ladies who lunch 

 

 

 

 

Meet at the New Inn 

Sampford Courtenay 

at 12.30 p.m. on the 

fourth Wednesday of the month 

(unless otherwise advised) 

 

Pre-booking is essential  - please ring: 
 

 Jackie Mardon     01837 748116 

Debbie Manton, the New Inn 01837 82247 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOR MORE INFO PLEASE CALL MARTIN ON 07817464420  
PARISH@BTINTERNET.COM                       FACEBOOK LOCAL LOGS                        WWW.LOCALLOGS.NET 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              
 
  Email ;  josh@mdff.co.uk  
           www.mdff.co.uk 

mailto:josh@mdff.co.uk


 The Whiddon Mission Community 
 

North Tawton, Bondleigh, Sampford Courtenay, Honeychurch  
Chagford, Crockernwell, Drewsteignton, Gidleigh, Hittisleigh, Murchington,  

South Tawton, South Zeal, Spreyton, Throwleigh, Whiddon Down. 

TEAM VICAR: North  Tawton    Rev’d. Dr. David Spence   (89243)      revdspence@gmail.com 

TEAM RECTOR: Chagford     Bishop Nick McKinnel (01647 937563) nick.mckinnel@gmail.com

  

ASSISTANT MINISTERS:      Rev’d. Rita Bullworthy (89168)         ritabullworthy@yahoo.co.uk 

             Rev’d Joe Moesel (07470 297287)      jsmoesel@outlook.com  

 

CURATE: Chagford      Rev’d.  Dr. Harriet Every (01647 432402)  

PARISH WORKER: North Tawton    Mr. Wesley Cutler  (07540 127827)   wesleycutler@hotmail.co.uk 

 
St. Peter’s  North Tawton    Mr. Paul Andrews       (82648)   
St. James’s Bondleigh Mr. Danny Semorad   (07814 877151)  Mr. Graham Stokes   (82240)                                                                                   
St. Andrew’s Sampford Courtenay  Mr. Rory Robinson     (07811 324154)       
St. Mary’s Honeychurch Mr. Ray Squire           (851627)  Mr. Richard Weeks 
        (07790 636920) 
 

 

  AUGUST SERVICES at  
  St. Andrew’s Church 
         S a m p f o rd C o u r t e n ay 
 

3rd August 9.30 a.m.      Morning Worship 
10th August 9.30 a.m.       Communion  
17th August 6.00 p.m.  Evensong 
24th August 9.30 a.m.     Communion 
31st August 9.30 a.m.  Common  
            Worship Communion  
 

 
AUGUST SERVICES at  

St. Peter’s Church 

N o r t h Taw to n  

 

3rd August  11 a.m.       Morning Worship 
10th August 11 a.m.    Informal  Communion 
17th August 11 a.m. Traditional Morning 
     Worship 
24th August 11 a.m. Family Service 
26th August 12 noon   Midweek Communion 
31st August 11 a.m.  Morning Worship 
 
  AUGUST SERVICES at  

St. James’s Church  B o n d l e i g h 
 

3rd August 9.30 a.m. Communion Service 
17th August 9.30 a.m.   Communion Service 
 

AUGUST SERVICES at  
St. Mary’s Church  H o n eyc h u rc h  

 

3rd August      3 p.m.   Evensong / Communion 
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ORTHODOX CHURCH 
Devon Parish of Holy Prophet Elias 

For details of services contact 
Celia or Martin Olsson (82796)  

 

North Street Chapel Sundays  
 

AUGUST  2025 
 

August 3rd   11 a.m.   Special service -  
      Ken Hamilton  
August 10th  11 a.m. Breaking of Bread 
August 17th  3 p.m.  Tea and Praise - 
       Speaker TBC 
August 24th  11 a.m.  Breaking of Bread 
August 31st  11 a.m.  Worship service 

Contact:    Mr. R. Sampson 07835 033062 
 

mailto:ritabullworthy@yahoo.co.uk
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The Armed Forces Veterans Breakfast Club  
meets on the third Saturday of the month  

at The Copper Key 
in Fore Street, North Tawton  

For 10.00 a.m. 
 

We are open to all Armed Forces and  
Reservist Veterans of all three Services. 

For more information contact Ian on 07879 881159 

—— 



 

ANYONE WISHING TO PLACE A COMMERCIAL   

ADVERTISEMENT IN “ROUNDABOUT” IS  

INVITED TO CONTACT THE EDITORS FOR  

DETAILS OF ADVERTISING RATES. 

“Roundabout” is printed by 
Hedgerow Print 

13-14 Meadow Business Park 
Lords Meadow Industrial Estate 

Crediton EX17 1DN 

The Benefice Choir 

Under the direction of 
 

Roger Cleverdon 
 

Available to sing at 

WEDDINGS · BAPTISMS· FUNERALS 

Roger Cleverdon         01837 810320 
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POLICE   

PHONE   

 

NORTH TAWTON TOWN  

Bookings: Annette 07724 948031 

Secretary: Lin  01837 880031 

 

FROM THE R
 
Funerals 

16th June   Brian DRAKE (97 years)                               St. Peter’s North Tawton 
 

Internment 

8th June Malcolm CRAIG       St. Andrew’s Sampford Courtenay 

 

Devon Sensory Outreach Service   

NORTH TAWTON COMMUNITY CENTRE 
   Free, confidential and impartial service for people 
with hearing and or/visual impairment provided by the 
 Sensory Team, Devon County Council. 

Available on the third Thursday of each month in  
North Tawton Community Centre,  

Barton Street. 
 10.30 a.m. and 12 noon. 

 
For further information contact:  

Care Direct 0345 155 1007 or 07966 596881 

Please continue to remember those who need help via 
the Food Bank box in St. Peter’s Church outer porch. 
It is accessible there during the day and  contents are 
regularly  moved to the community kitchen in  Merry 
Go Round. 

 
Be Still 

A short informal monthly service of themed  
prayers, reflections & readings and creating space to dwell in 

the presence of God 
 

St. Andrew’s Church,  Sampford Courtenay 
Fourth Thursdays at 10 a.m. 

 
Next one 28th  August  2025 



House Building ∙ Extensions ∙ Conservatories 
Barn Conversion · Brick, Block, Stone Work 
Driveway Paviours ∙ Rendering, Plastering ∙  

Patios Wall & Floor Tiling ∙  
Wood Work all fixings  

 

    IAN RICE Builder 
Sunnyridge, Moor View, North  

Devon EX20 2HW 
 

Mob: 0 7 9 6 7 4 1 8 1 1 0 

ipricebuilding@gmail.com 

Kevin 
     Osborne 
   Aerials & Satellite 
   City & Guilds NVQ 
 

0 1 3 6 3 7 7 7 1 9 0     0 7 8 4 1 6 4 4 3 9  5 

Aerial Upgrades ∙ All aspects of Installation and 
Discreet Installation ∙ Extra TV Points ∙ Existing Aerial 

Satellite Problems Resolved ∙ DAB Radio  
Free Advice ∙ Free Quotation Service ∙ Free Signal  

   Church Flowers & Brass 
 

Sampford Courtenay 

 

 August   Jeanette Baker 

 September   R.Lowe 

  

Honeychurch  

  
 August   Marilyn Weeks 
 September   Mary Pyle 
  
 

Bondleigh 
 Aug 3rd    Julie Wilson 
 Aug 10th / 17th  Jacqui Bourne 
 Aug 24th / 31st  Sonia Rix 
 Sept 7th / 14th  Trish Peters 
 Sept 21st / 28th           Claerwen Gillespie 
    
North Tawton 
  

Flowers 
 Aug 3rd / 10th  Anita Lamey 
 Aug 17th / 24th  Monica Simons 
 Aug 31st / Sept 7th Joan Nicholls 
 Sept 14th / 21st  Margaret Arscott 
 Sept 28th  Celia Boughton/Jo Fear 
      and Vicky 
 
  
Brass 
 
 August       Celia Boughton & Jo Fear 
 September   Margaret Arscott 
   

******************************  
      

North Tawton Residents 
 

Would anyone be interested in joining the  rota  
to do church flowers? 
We are always interested in having new  
arrangers and you do not need to have  
experience in flower arranging.   
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ROUNDABOUT DEADLINE:  

 
Community News, Articles, and Events 
  
are published (free of charge) in any  
edition, but must  be received by the  
Editors no later than noon on the 13th of 
the month before publication. 

 

THE BARBER SHOP  
   ….has moved ! 
Formerly in the Victorian Arcade 
WE ARE NOW AT  
 

1 ST JAMES STREET 
OKEHAMPTON 
EX20 1DW 
 

FIND US ON 

07803 471774 
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PURE GREEN RURAL SERVICES 
 

All aspects of fencing undertaken 
Hedgelaying  

Dry stone walling 
 

No job too small 
 

Please Call Ed 07956026511 
 

Puregreenruralservices@hotmail.co.uk  
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  Closed for lunch from 1.15 p.m. - 1.45 p.m. 


