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C. J. Steer & Sons Ltd 
Funeral Directors 

Est 1969 
 

24 hour Service  
All Facilities 

 
Homefield, Station Road, Bow 

 
Tel: 01363 82414       Mobile: 07785 540248 

 
 
 

NICHOLS NYMET HOUSE 
 

MANOR HOUSE BED AND BREAKFAST  
& SELF CATERING COTTAGES  

www.devonbedandbreakfast.co.uk  
email mandpgoodman@outlook.com 

Tel 01837 82626 
 

For all your accommodation requirements –  
When family and friends come to stay use us as guest rooms. 

 Peaceful location 1.5 miles from North Tawton 
WITH WONDERFUL VIEWS 

We offer three large bedrooms all with  
en-suite bathrooms including a family suite  

for up to 5.  
Full English Breakfast using finest produce. 

Rates from £45 per person per night –  
Children half price. 

 
Also we can offer Self Catering Cottages available on a 

weekly basis. 
Please see our Trip advisor reviews and Facebook pages. 

 
Weirford House 

in picturesque Sampford Courtenay 
 

Well equipped Garden Barn for self-catering  
or bed and breakfast 

 
Avril Flanagan - 01837 89132 

 
5* ratings on Google.      See our website for details 

 

www.weirfordhouse.co.uk          avril@weirfordhouse.co.uk 

Ashridge Great Barn 
   

Follow us for more details of events in 2026 including; 

 
Saturday 2 May - Guided walks in Bluebell Woods 

Saturday 16 May – Deliciously Devon Food Fair 
Saturday 27 June – Ashridge Wood Fair 

 
Ashridge Court Farm, EX20 2DH ww.ashridgegreatbarn.co.uk  

info@ashridge-court.co.uk     01837 352025  

Ashridge Court Farm 
Dried Hardwood Logs 

from our own woodlands 

        Pasture-fed Beef 
Fabulous slow-grown beef from your local supplier 

Mixed boxes from just £10 per kg  

Contact Carolyn on 07872 598 659 

Ashridge Court Farm, EX20 2DH www.ashridge-court.co.uk  

“Roundabout” is printed by Hedgerow Print 
Crediton EX17 1DN 

 

Sampford Courtenay Parish Website: 
 

http://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/ 
 

The website is managed by Julie Carpenter who 
can be contacted on  

 
juliec2911@hotmail.co.uk 

or  
admin@sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk 

or by phone: 
07866 605184 

North Tawton Website: 
www.northtawton.org 
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From The Rectory  

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new crea-
tion has come: The old has gone, the new is 
here!  
(2 Corinthians 5:17) 

I am very glad to be able to get out in the garden and 
countryside once again now that I am recovering 
from a broken ankle.  This winter has seemed partic-
ularly gloomy – January is always a gloomy month 
and wall-to-wall rain and boots and crutches to get 
around has made it worse than normal.  But what a 
delight to get out and see all the snowdrops bursting 
into flower (early February when I am writing).  The 
daƯodils are not far behind and there are signs of 
many more spring flowers on the way. 

It’s no wonder that snowdrops and daƯodils are as-
sociated with new life.  Each year they die back and 
disappear into the ground waiting as a bulb there 
beneath the soil, then they spring into life just as the 
cold and deadness of winter is fading and the warm, 
colourful new life of spring is growing.  

For me, this is an amazing reminder of the story of 

Easter (yes, I know that’s next month!).  The death of 
Jesus for us, his burial in the tomb, waiting in the 
dark earth, and then his rising to new life.  That new 
life is so full of hope.  A promise that death is not the 
end, but there is a way through to life after death.  A 
promise that darkness and evil will not have the final 
word.  A promise that the trials of this life will be re-
placed with goodness and joy.  

“Therefore we do not lose heart …  For our light 
and momentary troubles are achieving for us an 
eternal glory that far outweighs them all. So we 
fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is 
unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but 
what is unseen is eternal.” (2 Corinthians 4:16-
18) 

With Jesus, there is always better to come.  What a 
thought to help us through the last dregs of winter… 
and all the much bigger trials we will face in life. 

- David Spence 
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House Building ∙ Extensions ∙ Conservatories 
Barn Conversion ā Brick, Block, Stone Work 
Driveway Paviours ∙ Rendering, Plastering ∙  

Patios Wall & Floor Tiling ∙  
Wood Work all fixings  

 

IAN RICE Builder 
Sunnyridge, Moor View, North  

Devon EX20 2HW 
Mob: 0 7 9 6 7 4 1 8 1 1 0 

ipricebuilding@gmail.com 

Kevin 
     Osborne 
   Aerials & Satellite 
   City & Guilds NVQ 
 

0 1 3 6 3 7 7 7 1 9 0     0 7 8 4 1 6 4 4 3 9  5 
Aerial Upgrades ∙ All aspects of Installation and 

Discreet Installation ∙ Extra TV Points ∙ Existing Aerial 
Satellite Problems Resolved ∙ DAB Radio  

Free Advice ∙ Free Quotation Service ∙ Free Signal  

SM Plumbing & Heating 

Stuart  
 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 
 

Contact me on 
 

07738 759606  or  01837 880067 
 

No.519960     stuartmoffat2@h otmail.com 
 

4, Park Houses, North Tawton, EX20 2DX 

 

FORE STREET GARAGE 
( Proprietor: Kevin Hodge) 
Fore Street, North Tawton 

Tel: 01837 82006 

M.O.T. TESTING STATION 
Servicing and Repairs to all makes and models 

Competitive Rates            Fully Qualified Mechanic 
GoodGarageScheme.com 

( Registered Member ) 

KEVIN RICE 
FULLY QUALIFIED BUILDER & DECORATOR 

With 40 years experience in and around  
North Tawton. 

 
All aspects of building work from small repairs to 

new builds undertaken by a local tradesman who 
cares about quality and personal service. 

Contact Kevin 
Mobile:  07749 674357       

 

Tel: 01837 82271           W J Morris & Sons 
                     

 ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS & CON-
TRACTORS 

Established 1953 
 

                     Timber Yard, Sampford Courtenay 
                                    Okehampton EX20 2TB 

 
FARM, DOMESTIC & INDUSTRIAL INSTALLATIONS,  
EMERGENCY LIGHTING, FIRE & SECURITY ALARMS  
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Roundabout 
 

 is published for the community on  
behalf of the four parish churches of North Tawton,  
Sampford Courtenay, Bondleigh and Honeychurch. 

 
Opinions expressed by contributors are their own and 

are not necessarily endorsed by the Church,  
by the PCC, by members of the four churches, or by the 

Editor. 
 

Contributions should be sent by email to 
Ruth Smith at nt.roundabout@gmail.com or at 

The Pottery, 5 The Square, North Tawton, EX20 2ER 
no later than noon on the13th of the month  

before publication is required  
 

New advertisers are always welcome. 
Advertisements can be arranged for shorter  
periods than one year or for single editions. 

For advertising enquiries contact Simon Williams at 
adverts@northtawtonroundabout.com  

 
See us online on www.northtawtonroundabout.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
North Tawton 
 Ken Bragg   01363 530673 
 Jackie Tye           01837 880479 
  
Sampford Courtenay/Honeychurch   
 Rory Robinson  07811 324154  
 Lynn Robinson  07966 477465 
 
Bondleigh  
 Danny Semorad  07814 877151  
 Lin Warre   01837  82089 

Midweek Communion 
 

North Tawton Community Centre 
12pm  — 24th March  2026 

 
Please do join us for a traditional said communion 

service from the Prayer Book.  

Be Still 
A short informal monthly service of themed prayers, 
reflections & readings and creating space to dwell in 

the presence of God 
St. Andrew’s Church,  Sampford Courtenay, 

Fourth Thursdays at 10 a.m. 

 

 Tuesday Chat 
 
  Drop in anytime between 

10.30 a.m. –12 noon 
 

Now at North Tawton Community Centre 
 

2nd & 4th Tuesday of the month: 

For more information contact 

Jo Fear      01837 82553 
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Angels Hair Salon 
 

Hair in the  Square ā  01837 82430 
 

Modern Unisex Hair Salon 
 

· Official Suppliers of Tigi Hair products 
·        Modern salon with the most up to date  

· Free to join Reward Scheme 

· Cosmetics for sale at below high street prices 

· Exclusive salon hire available for private  
 

Tuesdays  -  Wednesdays  -  Thursdays  -  Fridays 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Saturdays 
Phone for Appointment 

 
11 The Square, North Tawton, EX20 2JD 

 

Taw Va l ley Dental Care 
 

56 Fore Street 
North Tawton 

EX20 2DT 
 

Telephone: 01837 880096 
 

Oral Health Accessible to All 

       

Ecomojo zero waste shop 
Bring your own containers and 

refill foods (many organic, 
cleaning products, plastic free 
toiletries, local produce and 

gifts).   
 

8 High Street, North Tawton. EX20 2HF.   
Opening hours Tuesday - Friday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
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North Tawton 
Community Centre 

Hello! For those who don’t know, we’re on Barton 
Street, in what used to be a Methodist Chapel, and then 
(briefly) a youth club. 

Recent happenings:  A new use of the space is that part 
of the upstairs has been converted into a calm and 
peaceful therapy space - The Tarka and Taw Wellbeing 
Room - and is being used for massage, Reiki, 
hypnotherapy and counselling. We have had a brilliant 
performance of extracts from Beckett’s plays, with 
another performance by the Living Room Theatre 
planned for later this year – watch this space! Along 
with other venues in the town we have been providing a 
home for displaced activities while renovations at St. 
Peter’s are going on. We’ve also provided a space for 
the smocking of a large-scale artwork over the course 
of a week, so really, anything is possible. 

Looking to the future, one of our missions as a charity 
is to not just provide a space, but to adapt to and 
facilitate what the community want to use the space for. 
As we  currently eligible for a grant to improve and 
develop the Centre, we want to find out how the 
community would like to see the Centre improved and 
developed! You may have seen our online survey on 
the Facebook Hub, but to include everyone, hard copies 
are available in EcoMojo, Merry-Go-Round, the Post 
Office and the Council office, and can be returned to 
the same places. Please complete the survey if you 
haven’t done so already: we really want to hear your 
ideas! 

 

Lastly, the centre is managed by a small committee, 
which would welcome new members! We’re a relaxed 
bunch and it’s not too arduous - we don’t put on events / run 
classes ourselves. That said, if you do want to put on an 
event / run a class in the centre – let us know! 

 

On this month: 
 

Mondays:  3:00 pm - Chair Yoga with Sarah Hale 

                  6:00 pm - Guides 

Tuesdays:  1:30 pm - Art Class with Ruth Smith 

      2:30 pm - After school club with Wez Cutler 

Wednesdays:  2 pm - Home education group 

----------------------------------------------------------- 

1st Tuesday  7 pm - Life Drawing 

2nd Saturday  10 am - Repair Café 

3rd Thursday 10:30 am - Devon Sensory Outreach 

4th Saturday  9 am – Men’s Breakfast (St Peter’s Church) 

                     10 am – Portrait session with Shelley 

------------------------------------------------------------ 

Also: 

 Yants! 

 Massage, Reiki, Hypnotherapy and Counselling in 

 The Tarka and Taw Wellbeing Room 
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      M. C. Poole Contractors       Digger hire with driver 
      Most work undertaken         General drainage & 

     Ground Work 
CITB 

              Tel: 01837 83130            Mobile: 07970 653827 
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BONDLEIGH RAINFALL 
 

January does seem to have been a very wet month, 
probably because there has been rain on nearly 
every day and the shortness of the days hasn't 
helped. However, looking back through my figures 
this year's 149.2mm is not unusual. During the last 
12 years there have been 6 years with a total of over 
140mm. The highest being 2014 with 185mm. 
Looking on the bright side, we haven't had the 
floods experienced in East Devon and the days are 
getting longer. Although the rain has continued into 
February, it can only better, can't it!! 

- Danny Semorad 

 

Ramblings of a North Tawton 
W.I. Member 
 
Feeling a bit ‘housey’? Staring at the sky and thinking/
shouting ‘when is this flippin’ rain going to stop?’ 
Have you completed numerous jigsaw puzzles/Airfix 
model plane kits whilst telling yourself that it can’t 
rain for ever? Or can it? Cos it really does feel like it’s 
been raining for ever. Those hot summery days of last 
July are difficult to remember aren’t they? The slightly 
overwhelming vision of husband in his shorts, gently 
snoring, lying in a deckchair on the patio. The howls of 
laughter from his wife when the fabric gave way and 
he found himself stuck in the wooden frame – arms 
and legs waving wildly in the gentle summer breeze. 
The overwhelming temptation to leave him there until 
neighbours/friends had had a chance to see the 
[extremely] funny sight for themselves. Of course I 
wouldn’t do that. That would be so unfair. And besides 
– something like that couldn’t possibly happen again. 
Or could it? Remind me to tell you about the recent 
incident with a water butt. An incident that is, for me 
and my current husband, simply unforgettable. 
 
Our February meeting is traditionally a time for 
discussing resolutions. Every year individual WI’s 
around the country have the opportunity to come up 
with an idea for change, an idea that could improve 
lives and circumstances. These ideas need to be 
extensively researched and formed into proposals and 
can then be sent to the National Federation as potential 
WI resolutions. The membership is then notified of the 
selected resolutions and we have the opportunity to 
discuss and then vote for the one that means the most 
to us. This years collection of resolutions included a 
call for ‘Action on Women’s Homelessness’, a 
proposal to raise awareness of the Independent Visitor 
system for children in the care system and a proposal 
to reverse the trend for closing public toilets and to 
actively increase the number of public toilets available 
in the UK. Our votes were counted and the majority of 
North Tawton WI members had voted to support the 
resolution to improve the availability of public toilets. 
Our vote is now forwarded to the National Federation 
for further debate at this years AGM.  
 

Enough of the serious stuff for the moment. Although I 
have a sneaky feeling that if I asked husband to come 
up with a good idea for a resolution it wouldn’t take 
him long. I can see him now, standing on a box in 
North Tawton Square, megaphone in hand, shouting at 
anyone who glances his way. “Don’t neglect the 
humble spud. Ban rice and pasta. Eat more spuds”.  
How do I tell him that I’ve just signed up for a pasta 
making workshop? 
 
We’re going to be 97 soon. And a number as big as 
that deserves to be celebrated. And the best way to 
celebrate, in our view, is with good food. So we’re off 
to the Waie Inn for a birthday lunch and some special 
post lunch entertainment in the form of ‘Opera-lele’ – 
a unique comedy music act who excel at mixing opera 
and theatrical music with the unmistakable sound of 
the ukelele. That’s right. The ukelele. Just had a 
sneeky peek at them on YouTube and I think we’re in 
for a real treat. 
 
Quick heads up. We’re organising a Fashion Show. A 
very special Fashion Show. Plans are afoot for an 
evening of haute couture North Tawton WI style which 
will have Anna Wintour wishing she was a member of 
our group. I’ve just asked husband if he knows who 
Anna Wintour is and back came the reply – ‘doesn’t 
she work in Mole Avon?’ Seriously? A very special 
Sub Committee is plotting and planning vigorously to 
ensure that everything is ready for the evening of 
Friday 22nd May. Tickets will soon be available and if 
you are keen to meet North Tawton WI’s Super 
Models [small cough definitely heard coming from 
husband as I wrote that line] then the price of your 
ticket will also include a ploughman's supper. I hope 
you’ve got your diaries out and have pencilled it in – 
you wouldn’t want to miss this rather spectacular 
evening. 
And by the way – a special invitation will be sent to 
Dame Anna Wintour.  
 
                 I hope she likes pickled onions with her 
ploughman's supper. 

- Sue Knott 
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Wall & Floor Tiling         Under Tile Heating 
Waterproof Tanking         Free Quotations 
 
Tel              Mob 07729  460746  

 

Older Property Building Surveys 
 

· Thatched or slate properties built of Cob or Stone. 
· Custom Thatched Roof Surveys. 
· Weekend "Hands on" Thatching Courses. 
 

Master Thatcher and Residential Property Surveyor 
 www.thatchedhomeinspector.co.uk                

Ring Charles on  01647 231 706 or 
07771512670 

Holland Park Farm, South Tawton, 
Okehampton, EX20 2PP 

 
WHITEGATES JOINERY 

BESPOKE JOINERY SPECIALISTS 
 

KITCHENS, STAIRS, DOORS,  
SLIDING SASH WINDOWS,  

CONSERVATION WORK 
 

FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION 
QUOTE CALL ROGER 

 
01837 847682 / 07887731197 

 
E MAIL whitegates05@yahoo.com 

 
 

Practical Wood Working Lessons Available 

Brownings Upholstery 

 

Traditional Upholsterers 

Carpet & Upholstery cleaning also  
Available 

North Tawton, Devon 
 
 

· Bespoke Upholstery Service 

· Antique furniture bought & sold 

· Carpet & Upholstery cleaning      
service  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact 
Ruth Browning 

Mobile : 07961 145866 

Email: rb.upholstery@gmail.com 

www.browningsupholstery.co.uk 
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New Parkinsons Support Group 
in Okehampton 
   
A new local group has started in the 
Okehampton area. Meeting on the last 
Thursday of the month at the OCRA Centre 
'Pavilion in the Park' Okehampton between 
10.30 and 12.00. 
 
Following conversations with Claire, the 
Parkinsons Nurse and Heather, the Parkinsons 
U.K. Area Development Manager, as well as 
an 'Activity Day' hosted by Parklands Leisure 
Centre, plans were put in place to start a new 
group for people in the Okehampton locality. 
 
Working with OCRA ( Okehampton 
Community Recreation Association) The West 
Devon CVS (Community Volunteer 
Service)  have welcomed the Parkinsons 
Support Group as part of their Peer Support 
Hub which also supports groups for people 
living with Diabetes, Cancer and Stroke. 
 
Offering a warm and friendly environment the 
Okehampton Group welcomes new members. 
For more information please email David at 
okeyparkygroup@gmail.com 
 
P.S. 
A new Parkinsons Exercise Class has also 
started at Parklands Leisure Centre. 13.30 – 
14.30. email  parklands-sales@fusion-
lifestyle.com 

On Death 
Kahlil Gibran, 1883 – 1931 
 
Then Almitra spoke, saying, We would ask now of 
Death. 
    And he said: 
    You would know the secret of death. 
    But how shall you find it unless you seek it in the 
heart of life? 
    The owl whose night-bound eyes are blind unto the 
day cannot unveil the mystery of light. 
    If you would indeed behold the spirit of death, open 
your heart wide unto the body of life. 
    For life and death are one, even as the river and the 
sea are one. 
 
    In the depth of your hopes and desires lies your 
silent knowledge of the beyond; 
    And like seeds dreaming beneath the snow your 
heart dreams of spring. 
    Trust the dreams, for in them is hidden the gate to 
eternity. 
    Your fear of death is but the trembling of the 
shepherd when he stands before the king whose hand 
is to be laid upon him in honour. 
    Is the shepherd not joyful beneath his trembling, 
that he shall wear the mark of the king? 
    Yet is he not more mindful of his trembling? 
 
    For what is it to die but to stand naked in the wind 
and to melt into the sun? 
    And what is it to cease breathing, but to free the 
breath from its restless tides, that it may rise and 
expand and seek God unencumbered? 
 
    Only when you drink from the river of silence shall 
you indeed sing. 
    And when you have reached the mountain top, then 
you shall begin to climb. 
    And when the earth shall claim your limbs, then 
shall you truly dance. 
 
 

Poem chosen by the family of Kate Thompson 

We are extremely sad to share the news that Kate 
passed away earlier this month. She had a brilliant 
mind and loving heart and will be dearly missed by so 
many. 

If anyone would like to continue this poetry column 
Kate begun, it would be most welcome. Please get in 
touch with Ruth at nt.roundabout@gmail.com or on 
07810590954. 

 

BOW & DISTRICT 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY  

 

Dr Todd Gray  
"Devon’s Home Front       Writers, 

1937-1945 "  
 

7.15 for 7.30pm Monday 23 March  
 

Todd will talk about his research on the inti-
mate stories and view of Devon life and it’s 
people during WW11, including those told 

by people who’d been evacuated to the coun-
ty and took part in the Mass Observation, 

Anthropological Project.  
 

Bow Village Hall, EX17 6HU  
Everyone welcome: Visitors £5 

Annual Membership £15. 
Enquiries 01363 82468 
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THE ART BOX – March 2026 
With Ruth Smith Gallery and Red Mud Arts. If you would like to contribute a 
review or reflection, please send to Ruth at ruth@ruthsmithgallery.co.uk 

I was thrilled to see Living Room Theatre’s A 
Samuel Beckett Omnibus: The End is in the 
Beginning in North Tawton, at the end of last year. 
As a resident of the town, it’s wonderful to be able to 
walk just a few yards to see such professionalism 
and ingenuity right on our doorstep! 
 
As a Beckett fan, I had just booked to see Gary 
Oldman in Krapp’s Last Tape in May. The 
monologue is being performed and directed by 
Oldman at London’s Royal Court Theatre to mark its 
70th anniversary. I was lucky to get a seat, as tickets 
sold out within hours of going on general sale. Over 
the winter I have also been up to the West End to see 
both a Shakespeare tragedy and an Oscar Wilde 
comedy, but us rural townsfolk don’t have to make 
that 400-mile round trip to satisfy our hunger for live 
theatre. 
 
I am very much looking forward to the return of 
Philip Robinson, of Living Room, with his 
upcoming production The Uncertainty Principle, 
which is scheduled for early summer at the town’s 
Community Centre.  
 
And that’s not all – quite a few productions are on 
offer in the area this very month. I am particularly 
keen on seeing Exeter Little Theatre Company’s 

production of the powerful classic, A Streetcar 
Named Desire by Tennessee Williams, at Exeter’s 
Barnfield Theatre (March 10-14).  
 
Oh Zeus! at Queen’s Theatre, Barnstaple, performed 
by Le Navet Bete, has also caught my eye, billed as 
‘a riotous all-out hilarious ride through Greek 
mythology’ (March 20-21). 
 
At The Plough Arts Centre, in Torrington, there is 
Holmes & Watson and the Curious Case of the 
Masked Magician, presented by The Great Baldini 
and Peter Clifford (March 14) and also Cally Beaton 
(of QI and Live at the Apollo fame) presenting her 
adults only show, an insight into midlife, Namaste 
Motherf*ckers (March 6). 
 
And we mustn’t forget nearby Crediton Arts Centre, 
which is staging Giants presented by The Travelling 
Talesman and billed as ‘the best and worst of these 
gargantuan creatures in his funny, entertaining and 
informative show’ (March 13). 
 
So let’s drag ourselves away from our fireside 
televisions this month and take our seats for an 
exciting curtain-up on Devon’s live theatre. 

- Annie Wilby 

Red Mud Arts dates for your diary: 
Creative Kin: Morning drawing group 10-12 on the second Monday of the month. Email hello@emmelinewebb.com 
Artists’ Critique Group: Second Tuesday of the month, 7-9pm in North Tawton. Email ruth.helen.smith@outlook.com. 
Open Mic Night: Second Wednesday of the month, music from 7.30, Copper Key. Contact Wez via the Facebook group. 
Portrait Sessions: Third Saturday of the month,10am-1pm at the Community Centre. Email shelley@shelleysaxonunmasked.co.uk. 
Life Drawing: Last Tuesday of the month, 7-9pm at the Community Centre, North Tawton. Email ruth.helen.smith@outlook.com. 
Join our mailing list to hear about upcoming gatherings, talks and workshops at redmudarts@gmail.com 
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This month’s colouring in 
page is drawn by North 

Tawton artist, PJ EJ 
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Graph sourced by Noah Smith 
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NORTH TAWTON 

RUGBY 
FOOTBALL CLUB 

The Clubhouse is  
available to HIRE for  

PRIVATE FUNCTIONS
Competitive Rates 

Ample Parking 
Now with free wifi  

 

  ALL EVENTS CATERED FOR 
 

 Call  
 SARAH on     7      

Guides Spring Coffee Morning  
 

Saturday 14th March 
Town Hall 
from 10am. 

 

Various stalls including homemade cakes, draw, ham-
per, tombola and refreshments. 

Limited table tops available (no food or draws) @£5.00  
contact 89160 to see availability.  

Proceeds for Guide funds.  

Football Club Quiz 
Saturday 28th March  

Town Hall 
Doors open at 7pm for 7.30pm start.  

Maximum of 6 people per team 
£3 per person. 

Bar, tea & coffee available.  
All proceeds for the clubhouse fund. 

Badminton Club 
North Tawton Town Hall 

All levels 
Beginners welcome 

Ring Andrew on 
07950373103 

 
 

 
 
 
 

The Armed Forces Veterans 
Breakfast Club  

meets on the third Saturday of the month at The Copper 
Key, Fore Street, North Tawton, For 10 a.m. 

We are open to all Armed Forces and Reservist Veter-
ans of all three Services. 

For more information contact Ian on 07879 881159 

Stone Seeker Publishing and Tours  
Talk: The St Michael Ley Line in Devon 

(presented with Alan Murray),  
10am Wednesday 18th March 

Boniface Centre, Crediton, EX17 2AH.  
U3A, Crediton – visitors welcome. 

To book/enquire, email: stoneseekerbooks@gmail.com   
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BROADBURY LANDCARE 
 

All aspects of Garden Maintenance  
and Landscaping 

 
Andrew Barton 07532 216216 

 
Fully Qualified Fully Insured 

Free Estimates 

 
 
 
 
 

Dedicated teams of farm and companion animal vets. 
North Tawton        01837 82327 

  Okehampton          01837 658777 
  Hatherleigh          01837 810455 

www.northparkvets.co.uk 
      Farm: Emergency, routine, herd health, small holders. 

Pets: Vaccinations, neutering, nurse clinics, x-ray and operation 
facilities in all surgeries. 

 

PURE GREEN RURAL SERVICES 
 

All aspects of fencing undertaken 
Hedgelaying  

Dry stone walling 
No job too small 

Please Call Ed 07956 026511 
Puregreenruralservices@hotmail.co.uk  
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SAMPFORD COURTENAY 
VILLAGE HALL FORTH-

COMING EVENTS  

 
REGULAR ACTIVITIES: 
TABLE TENNIS Weekly, ring 01837 851659 
for details  
FLOWER CLUB 2nd Monday of every month 
2.30pm  
SKITTLES 3rd Wednesday of every month 7pm  
   
OTHER DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:-  
COMMUNITY BIG BRUNCH Saturday 7th 
March 10.00am-midday  
SKITTLES Wednesday 18th March 7pm  
COMMUNITY LUNCH Tuesday 24th March 
12.30pm  
 
Please see separate adverts in Roundabout or 
visit our new  Village Hall website sampford-
courtenayvillagehall.co.uk and  Facebook for 
more details of all events. 

Exbourne, Sampford Courte-
nay, and Jacobstowe WI   
Our January lunch held at The Tors pub at Belstone, 
didn’t go to plan as expected, just as we arrived a tree 
had come down and cut the electric, we decided to stay, 
and were looked after by the exceptional staff, who 
were able to put together a lovely ploughman’s lunch 
for everyone. 

Luckily the power was on just down the road when we 
later arrived at the Belstone Pottery, where we were 
able to warm up during a lovely informative talk by the 
potter, David Gundry. We were able to admire and 
make some purchases from the wide range of beautiful 
pieces on display in the studio.   

Our meeting for February was a floral demonstration 
titled “Love is in the Air” by Tracy Johnson.  What a 
fantastic florist she is, we watched in awe as she chatted 
and completed six beautiful arrangements for Valen-
tines Day in an hour. These were raffled at the end of 
the meeting for some very lucky ladies to enjoy. 

Six of us competed in the third round of the Devon WI 
skittles competition against Halwill, who were just too 
good for us on the night. Everyone enjoyed the match at 
Okehampton Conservative Club, and good luck to Hal-
will in the next round.   

Our next meeting is a talk by Andrew and Dianne Sin-
clair from the Sculpture School at Bondleigh. 

If you are interested in joining us, come along as a guest 
to Exbourne Village Hall on the second Tuesday of the 
month, and see what the WI has to offer.   

 

North Tawton Bowling Club 
The green will be opened for the Summer season on 

Saturday 18 th April 2026 at 2.00 pm. 

If you would like to come along and see what bowling 
involves you would be most welcomed. All you need 
are flat shoes, couldn’t be easier! During the summer 

we have informal sessions where we practice or roll up 
on Monday evenings from 6.00 pm and again you are 
most welcomed to turn up on these evenings. If you 
decide you want to get more involved, some taster 

sessions and tuition can be arranged. 

For any further information please visit our website 

www.northtawtonbc.co.uk or call John Kinsey on 
07707 20807136 

St Andrew’s Parish Church 
Sampford Courtenay 2026 

 

Bellringers’ Coffee Morning  
 

Saturday 21st of March 
10am– 12 noon 

in the Sampford Courtenay church rooms. 
 

Tea, coffee & biscuits 
Stalls—Raffle—Books—Bric-a-Brac—Fresh 

Veg—Cakes 
Draw at 11.40am 

(Donations to stalls gratefully received) 
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FOR MORE INFO PLEASE CALL MARTIN ON 07817464420  

PARISH@BTINTERNET.COM     FACEBOOK LOCAL LOGS     WWW.LOCALLOGS.NET             

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              
 
       Email:  josh@mdff.co.uk  
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NORTH TAWTON TOWN  
Bookings: Annette 07724 948031 

Secretary: Lin  01837 880031 

 

The Food Bank 
& Community Fridge 

 

Drop off at: 
At The Merry Go Round on Market Street 

 

Opening times are: 
School Term Time 

Mon - Fri: 9am - 5pm & Sat: 10am - 1pm 
School Holidays 

Mon - Fri: 10am - 5pm & Sat: 10am - 1pm 

 

North Tawton Community Centre 
Barton Street 

Call Mark: 01837 82608 

 
 

North Tawton Repair Café  
 

We are also now able to offer repairs to computers and to 
bikes. Bikes must be booked in – please drop us a message 
on Facebook, or call Ruth 01837 82207. 
 

Second Saturday of the month 
 

At the Community Centre, Barton Street, North Tawton, 
EX20 2HN. 
 

For more information go to https://fb.me/NTRepairCafe  

North Tawton Library of Things 
 

Join for £5 a year and borrow any of the items we 
have in the library for free.  
 

Open 5.30-6.30 every Thursday, in the Chapel of Rest. 
 

You can join online or with a paper form (available in 
the Post Office).  
 

www.northtawtonlibraryofthings.myturn.com/library/ 

 

Devon Sensory Outreach Service   
NORTH TAWTON COMMUNITY CENTRE 

   Free, confidential and impartial service for people 
with hearing and or/visual impairment provided by the 
 Sensory Team, Devon County Council. 

Available on the third Thursday of each month in 
North Tawton Community Centre,  

Barton Street. 

 10.30 a.m. and 12 noon. 

For further information contact:  

Care Direct 0345 155 1007 or 07966 596881 
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News from North Tawton Community 
Primary School and Nursery 

It Takes a Town to Raise a Child 
 
At North Tawton Community Primary School and 
Nursery, we are very aware that education does not 
happen in isolation. Children do not simply belong to 
a school for six hours a day; they belong first and 
foremost to their families, and just as importantly, to 
their community. Our role as a school is to work 
alongside you, not separately from you, as partners in 
helping every child grow, flourish, and feel that they 
truly belong. 
 
We place enormous value on the partnership between 
home and school. When parents and carers share 
insights, concerns, celebrations, and hopes with us, it 
allows us to understand each child more deeply. That 
understanding makes all the difference. Children 
thrive when the adults around them are united, 
sending the same messages about kindness, 
resilience, curiosity, and respect. Whether it’s 
supporting learning at home, attending school events, 
or simply stopping for a chat at the gate, those 
everyday connections build a strong foundation for 
children’s success. 
 
Equally, we see our pupils as an important part of the 
wider local community. They are not just “the 
children at the school”; they are your neighbours, 
your grandchildren, the future volunteers, carers, 
leaders, and friends of this town. We want them to 

grow up knowing where they come from, feeling 
proud of their community, and understanding that 
they have something valuable to contribute. 
 
We have many children whose parents and 
grandparents came to this school, and even staff 
members who once sat in the same classrooms 
themselves. At the Nativity play, I had the pleasure of 
meeting a lady in her nineties who attended the 
school back when it was a secondary school and was 
there to see her great grandchild perform.   That sense 
of shared history and continuity is a powerful part of 
what makes the North Tawton community so strong.  
 
There is an old saying that “it takes a village to raise a 
child,” and that feels especially true here – albeit as a 
town.  When schools, families, churches, local 
groups, and residents work together, children learn 
that they are supported from all sides. They see 
cooperation in action, experience belonging, and 
develop a sense of responsibility towards others. 
 
Thank you for the many ways you already support 
our school and our children. If you would like to get 
involved in school life, please get in touch. By 
continuing to work together, we are not just educating 
young people for today, but nurturing confident, 
compassionate members of our community for 
tomorrow. 

- Clare Vincent, Headteacher 

 

 Sampford Courtenay Flower Club 
 

Second Monday each month 
2.30pm in Sampford Courtenay 

Village Hall 
 

9th March 2026 
Harriet Wilson North - Demo 

Florist from Chumleigh 
 

For more information contact the Chair,  

Quakers 
Ockment Centre 

North Street, Okehampton, EX20 1AR 
Sundays at 10.30 am 

 

Orthodox Church 
Devon Parish of Holy Prophet Elias 

For details of services contact 
Celia or Martin Olsson (01837 82796)  
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ROUNDABOUT DEADLINE:  
 

Community News, Articles, and Events 
are published free of charge, and must  be 
received by the Editor by noon on the 13th 
of the month before publication. 
Email Ruth Smith at: 
nt.roundabout@gmail.com 
 

For Commercial Advertisments, contact 
Simon Williams, the Church Treasurer for 
details of rates at: 
adverts@northtawtonroundabout.com  

  

The Whiddon Mission Community 
 

North Tawton, Bondleigh, Sampford Courtenay, Honeychurch  
Chagford, Crockernwell, Drewsteignton, Gidleigh, Hittisleigh, Murchington,  

South Tawton, South Zeal, Spreyton, Throwleigh, Whiddon Down. 

TEAM VICAR: North  Tawton  Rev’d. Dr. David Spence   (01837 89243)      revdspence@gmail.com 
TEAM RECTOR: Chagford   Bishop Nick McKinnel    nick.mckinnel@gmail.com  
ASSISTANT MINISTERS:    Rev’d. Rita Bullworthy (01837 89168) ritabullworthy@yahoo.co.uk 
           Rev’d Joe Moesel (07470 297287)      jsmoesel@outlook.com  

 

CURATE: Chagford     Rev’d.  Dr. Harriet Every (01647 432402)  
PARISH WORKER: North Tawton   Mr. Wesley Cutler  (07540 127827)   wesleycutler@hotmail.co.uk 
 

 
St. Peter’s  North Tawton         Mr. Paul Andrews      (01837 82648)      
St. James’s Bondleigh                       Mr. Danny Semorad  (07814 877151)   Mr. Graham Stokes   (01837 82240)                                                                            
St. Andrew’s Sampford Courtenay   Mr. Rory Robinson    (07811 324154)         
St. Mary’s Honeychurch                   Mr. Ray Squire          (01837 851627)    Mr. Richard Weeks (07790 636920) 
 

Church web page address: www.stpetersnorthtawton.org.uk/ 
Facebook:     www.facebook.com/stpetersnorthtawton/ 

 

Services at St. Andrew’s Church 
S a m p f o rd C o u r t e n ay 

 
 

1st March   9.30am  Morning Worship 
4th March  12pm  Lent Lunch Communion 
8th March   9.30am  Communion 
15th March  9.30am  Mothering Sunday Communion 
18th March  12pm  Lent Lunch Communion 
22nd March 9.30am Communion 
29th March 9.30am Palm Sunday Common Worship 
     Communion 
30th, 31st March & 1st April 9pm  Compline 

 

Services for St. Peter’s Church 
currently at North Tawton Primary School 

N o r t h Taw to n  
 

1st March    11am   Morning Worship 
8th March    11am   Informal Communion 
15th March  11am  Mothering Sunday Family Service 
22nd March  9.30am  Toast Church 
                       11am   Traditional Communion 
25th Feb        12pm   Midweek Communion 
29th March   11am   Palm Sunday Morning Worship 

 

Services at St. James’s Church 
B o n d l e i g h 

 
 

1st March    9.30am Communion 
15th March    9.30am Communion 

 

Services at St. Mary’s Church 
H o n eyc h u rc h 

 

1st March  3pm   Evensong Communion 

 

North Street Chapel Sundays  
 

1st March - 11am Special service Peter Daniels 
8th March - 11am Breaking of Bread 

15th March - 3pm Tea & Praise Nigel Wilson Faith Mission 
22nd March - 11am Breaking of Bread 

29th March - 11am Worship service 
 

Please contact Richard for further details 07835033062 

 

The Benefice Choir 
Under the direction of 

 

Roger Cleverdon 
 

Available to sing at 
 

WEDDINGS ā BAPTISMS ā FUNERALS 
 

   Roger Cleverdon   01837 810320 

Church Flowers & Brass 
Honeychurch 
March    Mary Pyle 
 

Bondleigh 
1st March   Lin Ware 

From the Registers 
 

Funerals 
16th January—Anthony Cloke (burial only)—St Andrew’s 
Sampford Courtenay 
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WINDOWS-DOORS-CONSERVATORIES-JOINERY 

(Covering the whole of Devon) 

HIGH QUALITY PRODUCTS BACKED UP BY OVER 25 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE HELPING CUSTOMERS TO IMPROVE THEIR HOMES 

Why not give them a call to see what they can do for you and 
your property........ 

01837 54019 or enquiries@okehamptonglass.com 

www.okehamptonglass.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 For experienced, 

local advice you can trust 
T. 01837 52379 
www.peterslaw.co.uk 
Bideford Bude Holsworthy Okehampton 

1 West Street, Okehampton  
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