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C. J. Steer & Sons Ltd 
Funeral Directors 

Est 1969 
 

24 hour Service  
All Facilities 

 
Homefield, Station Road, Bow 

 
Tel: 01363 82414       Mobile: 07785 540248 

 
 
 

NICHOLS NYMET HOUSE 
 

MANOR HOUSE BED AND BREAKFAST  
& SELF CATERING COTTAGES  

www.devonbedandbreakfast.co.uk  
email mandpgoodman@outlook.com 

Tel 01837 82626 
 

For all your accommodation requirements –  
When family and friends come to stay use us as guest rooms. 

 Peaceful location 1.5 miles from North Tawton 
WITH WONDERFUL VIEWS 

We offer three large bedrooms all with  
en-suite bathrooms including a family suite  

for up to 5.  
Full English Breakfast using finest produce. 

Rates from £45 per person per night –  
Children half price. 

 
Also we can offer Self Catering Cottages available on a 

weekly basis. 
Please see our Trip advisor reviews and Facebook pages. 

 
Weirford House 

in picturesque Sampford Courtenay 
 

Well equipped Garden Barn for self-catering  
or bed and breakfast 

 
Avril Flanagan - 01837 89132 

 
5* ratings on Google.      See our website for details 

 

www.weirfordhouse.co.uk          avril@weirfordhouse.co.uk 

Ashridge Great Barn 
   

Follow us for more details of events in 2026 including; 

 
Saturday 2 May - Guided walks in Bluebell Woods 

Saturday 16 May – Deliciously Devon Food Fair 
Saturday 27 June – Ashridge Wood Fair 

 
Ashridge Court Farm, EX20 2DH ww.ashridgegreatbarn.co.uk  

info@ashridge-court.co.uk     01837 352025  

Ashridge Court Farm 
Dried Hardwood Logs 

from our own woodlands 

        Pasture-fed Beef 
Fabulous slow-grown beef from your local supplier 

Mixed boxes from just £10 per kg  

Contact Carolyn on 07872 598 659 

Ashridge Court Farm, EX20 2DH www.ashridge-court.co.uk  

“Roundabout” is printed by Hedgerow Print 
Crediton EX17 1DN 

 

Sampford Courtenay Parish Website: 
 

http://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/ 
 

The website is managed by Julie Carpenter who 
can be contacted on  

 
juliec2911@hotmail.co.uk 

or  
admin@sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk 

or by phone: 
07866 605184 

North Tawton Website: 
www.northtawton.org 



 

ROUNDABOUT  Page 3 

From The Rectory  

    Yet it was our weaknesses he carried;  
      it was our sorrows that weighed him down…  
  But he was pierced for our rebellion,  
      crushed for our sins.  
  He was beaten so we could be whole.  
      He was whipped so we could be healed.  
  All of us, like sheep, have strayed away.  
      We have left God’s paths to follow our own.  
  Yet the LORD laid on him  
      the sins of us all. (Isaiah 53:4-6) 

This world is full of suffering and violence.  We know 
it personally.  We see it when we read the news.  As I 
write the Middle East is descending again into conflict 
with the US/Israel and Iran at war. 

The question of suffering and evil brings up many 
questions to those who have a faith in a good and pow-
erful God, like Christians.  But those dark words above 
from the book of Isaiah written about Jesus centuries 
before he walked the earth tell us one of the messages 
of Easter – in particular Good Friday – is that God 
chose to suffer with us.  He did not stay in the comfort, 
glory and splendour of heaven but came down to join 
us.  Walking earth as the person Jesus.  He knew the 
sorrows and joys of life.  And he knew suffering – he 
was rejected by his people and his family.  He was be-
trayed or abandoned by his closest friends.  He lived as 
a refugee for a time in a foreign land when he fled for 
his life.  His whole life his homeland was under mili-

tary occupation.  He was unjustly accused, sentenced, 
whipped and executed.  And his death was brutal, one 
of the cruellest ways to die – crucifixion – which was a 
cross between torture and a long drawn out execution. 

But when God himself, in all his perfection, chose to 
suffer and die at the hands of his creatures, he also suf-
fered for his people.  That is clear from Isaiah’s predic-
tion.  He carried our weakness and sorrows.  He faced 
violence because of our rebellion and wrongdoing.  He 
was beaten and whipped so we can be healed and re-
made.  Forgiven and free.  So, he could one day heal 
this world, rid it of all the evil and suffering which we 
experience and hear about.  Easter Day is the celebra-
tion that Jesus rose again to new life after he died, re-
minding us that death and evil do not have the final 
word.  Suffering and injustice will end and be replaced 
by justice and joy! 

Whatever reasons a good and all-powerful God has for 
allowing suffering in our world, he was prepared in 
love to experience it himself, to take his own medicine, 
to take the world’s suffering on to himself, so that he 
could defeat it.  So, I haven’t got all the answers for 
‘the question of evil’ but I have faith in Jesus because 
he has suffered with us and knows what we face and 
walks with us as we face it.   

- David Spence 
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House Building ∙ Extensions ∙ Conservatories 
Barn Conversion ā Brick, Block, Stone Work 
Driveway Paviours ∙ Rendering, Plastering ∙  

Patios Wall & Floor Tiling ∙  
Wood Work all fixings  

 

IAN RICE Builder 
Sunnyridge, Moor View, North  

Devon EX20 2HW 
Mob: 0 7 9 6 7 4 1 8 1 1 0 

ipricebuilding@gmail.com 

Kevin 
     Osborne 
   Aerials & Satellite 
   City & Guilds NVQ 
 

0 1 3 6 3 7 7 7 1 9 0     0 7 8 4 1 6 4 4 3 9  5 
Aerial Upgrades ∙ All aspects of Installation and 

Discreet Installation ∙ Extra TV Points ∙ Existing Aerial 
Satellite Problems Resolved ∙ DAB Radio  

Free Advice ∙ Free Quotation Service ∙ Free Signal  

SM Plumbing & Heating 

Stuart  
 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 
 

Contact me on 
 

07738 759606  or  01837 880067 
 

No.519960     stuartmoffat2@h otmail.com 
 

4, Park Houses, North Tawton, EX20 2DX 

 

FORE STREET GARAGE 
( Proprietor: Kevin Hodge) 
Fore Street, North Tawton 

Tel: 01837 82006 

M.O.T. TESTING STATION 
Servicing and Repairs to all makes and models 

Competitive Rates            Fully Qualified Mechanic 
GoodGarageScheme.com 

( Registered Member ) 

KEVIN RICE 
FULLY QUALIFIED BUILDER & DECORATOR 

With 40 years experience in and around  
North Tawton. 

 
All aspects of building work from small repairs to 

new builds undertaken by a local tradesman who 
cares about quality and personal service. 

Contact Kevin 
Mobile:  07749 674357       

 

Tel: 01837 82271           W J Morris & Sons 
                     

 ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS & CON-
TRACTORS 

Established 1953 
 

                     Timber Yard, Sampford Courtenay 
                                    Okehampton EX20 2TB 

 
FARM, DOMESTIC & INDUSTRIAL INSTALLATIONS,  
EMERGENCY LIGHTING, FIRE & SECURITY ALARMS  



 

ROUNDABOUT  Page 5 

Roundabout 
 

 is published for the community on  
behalf of the four parish churches of North Tawton,  
Sampford Courtenay, Bondleigh and Honeychurch. 

 
Opinions expressed by contributors are their own and 

are not necessarily endorsed by the Church,  
by the PCC, by members of the four churches, or by the 

Editor. 
 

Contributions should be sent by email to Ruth Smith at 
editor@northtawtonroundabout.com or at  

The Pottery, 5 The Square, North Tawton, EX20 2ER 
by the 15th of the month before publication is required.  

 
New advertisers are always welcome. 

Advertisements can be arranged for shorter  
periods than one year or for single editions. 

For advertising enquiries contact Simon Williams at 
adverts@northtawtonroundabout.com  

 
See us online on www.northtawtonroundabout.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
North Tawton 
 Ken Bragg   01363 530673 
 Jackie Tye           01837 880479 
  
Sampford Courtenay/Honeychurch   
 Rory Robinson  07811 324154  
 Lynn Robinson  07966 477465 
 
Bondleigh  
 Danny Semorad  07814 877151  
 Lin Warre   01837  82089 

Midweek Communion 
North Tawton Community Centre 

12pm — 28th April  2026 
 

Please do join us for a traditional said communion 
service from the Prayer Book.  

Be Still 
A short informal monthly service of themed prayers, 
reflections & readings and creating space to dwell in 

the presence of God 
St. Andrew’s Church,  Sampford Courtenay, 

Fourth Thursdays at 10 a.m. 

 Tuesday Chat 
 
  Drop in anytime between 

10.30 a.m. –12 noon 
 

Now at North Tawton Community Centre 

2nd & 4th Tuesday of the month: 

For more information contact 

Jo Fear      01837 82553 
 

PLEASE NOTE... 
Change of email address for submissions is now to 
Ruth at:  

editor@northtawtonroundabout.com  
And for adverts to Simon at: 

adverts@northtawtonroundabout.com 
And the deadline is now the 15th of the month pri-
or to publishing. 

ALSO... 
We are seeking a volunteer to deliver 12 copies of 
Roundabout to the Solland and Cliston Lane area 
of Sampford Courtenay. Copies are dropped off in 
St Andrew’s church towards the end of the month 
for distribution. Please telephone 01837 82527 if 
you are able to help. 
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Angels Hair Salon 
 

Hair in the  Square ā  01837 82430 
 

Modern Unisex Hair Salon 
 

· Official Suppliers of Tigi Hair products 
·        Modern salon with the most up to date  

· Free to join Reward Scheme 

· Cosmetics for sale at below high street prices 

· Exclusive salon hire available for private  
 

Tuesdays  -  Wednesdays  -  Thursdays  -  Fridays 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Saturdays 
Phone for Appointment 

 
11 The Square, North Tawton, EX20 2JD 

 

Taw Va l ley Dental Care 
 

56 Fore Street 
North Tawton 

EX20 2DT 
 

Telephone: 01837 880096 
 

Oral Health Accessible to All 

       

Ecomojo zero waste shop 
Bring your own containers and 

refill foods (many organic, 
cleaning products, plastic free 
toiletries, local produce and 

gifts).   
 

8 High Street, North Tawton. EX20 2HF.   
Opening hours Tuesday - Friday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
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Ian runs again!  
  

Local runner, Ian Webber (husband 
of Jayne at NT Post Office) is due 
to run his Silver Anniversary 25th 
consecutive London Marathon on 

Sunday 26th April. 
 

Once again, Ian and Jayne are 
raising funds for the vital work 

of Hospice UK. Hospice UK is the 
national charity for hospice and end 
of life care. They support many of 
our local hospices.  The Hospice 

UK mission is to promote and 
protect hospice care for all who 

need it, for now and forever. 
 

Ian and Jayne are well known for 
their Coffee Mornings, which they 

held in North Tawton Town Hall for 
many years prior to the covid 

pandemic. As part of their 
fundraising this year, they will be 

holding a Virtual Silent Auction (in 
early May - date to be confirmed). 

Donations of items, vouchers, 
tickets, service promises, can be left 

for Jayne at North Tawton Post 
Office. 

  
You can make a monetary donation 

via the fundraising page: 
www.justgiving.com/page/

ianwebberlm2026  alternatively, 
drop in to Jayne at the Post Office.   
(Please complete a slip in the PO if 
you are eligible for Gift Aid)   Ian 

and Jayne can be contacted via 
email:  jayne.webber@tiscali.co.uk 

or phone: 01837 82540. 
  

£3100 was raised last year for 
Hospice UK. Over the years, Ian 

and Jayne have raised an 
incredible £84,594 for various 

charities, along with the help of our 
local community. 
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      M. C. Poole Contractors       Digger hire with driver 
      Most work undertaken         General drainage & 

     Ground Work 
CITB 

              Tel: 01837 83130            Mobile: 07970 653827 
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BONDLEIGH RAINFALL 
 

February was yet another wet month with rain on 
nearly every day making a total of 136.6mm. 
However, February can be a very variable month as 
can be seen over the last 3 years. Last year was 
56.5mm, 2024 was 196.9mm and 2023 was only 
17.5mm. Looking on the bright side, March has 
started dry and with the longer days Spring is just 
around the corner. March 2025 was driest month 
that I have recorded in nearly 30 years. I am mildly 
optimistic. Hopefully I will not be proved wrong! 

- Danny Semorad 

 

Ramblings of a North Tawton 
W.I. Member 
 
I think I mentioned in my previous ‘Ramblings’ that 
something as unfortunate/funny as husband getting 
stuck in a deckchair frame couldn’t possibly happen 
again – or could it?? Those of you with a nervous 
disposition about water butts should seriously consider 
skipping this bit and I’ll see you a bit further down the 
page. Twas a few weeks ago now and husband was 
putting a new tap on a water butt – as you do. It 
required inserting his upper body in to the [obviously 
empty] water butt – as it would. And that’s where 
things got a little tricky. Meanwhile – I thought I 
would see how he was getting on and if he had an 
overwhelming desire to take me out for a meal that 
evening [he didn’t] and as I approached I suddenly felt 
that I had been transported to a parallel universe where 
people had morphed into half human and half water 
butt. Because that was what I was looking at. He was 
stuck. In the water butt. Staggering around, trying to 
view the world through the tiny hole where he was 
supposed to be fitting the new tap. There followed a 
slightly panicky few minutes with me trying to release 
him from his ‘you couldn’t make it up’ predicament. 
Eventually, he popped out, like a man from a water 
butt. Relief all round. Followed by howls of laughter 
from the newly released captive combined with 
vocabulary from me that have no place in a parish 
magazine.  
 
Another word that doesn’t appear often/if ever in our 
parish magazine is this one. Menopause. Our March 
speaker was Louise Towl – she is a Chartered 
Physiotherapist who has a special interest in the 
menopause and its far-reaching effects on a woman’s 
body. Louise explained how the menopause can 
change not just a woman’s physicality but also her 
emotional wellbeing. We may experience 
musculoskeletal, cardiovascular and balance changes – 
bone density loss could lead to osteoporosis, our sleep 
pattern can be disrupted by changes not only in 
oestrogen and progesterone but by stress hormones and 
on a nutritional level we may experience alterations in 
food tolerance. As Louise went on to explain, it is vital 
to take control for the long term by paying special 

attention to three areas – exercise, food and sleeping. 
In particular, exercise. We reach our peak bone density 
at the age of 30 so starting a sensible exercise regime 
that you will stick to is hugely important. Strength 
building exercises to help maintain muscle mass will 
also help to reduce the risk of falls – resistance bands 
can be useful here. For cardio fitness Louise 
recommended 30 – 45 minutes two or three times per 
week of cardiac exercise, preferably weight bearing 
such as brisk walking, running and dancing. 
Maintaining good posture is also important – is your 
mattress still supportive, check your bra size as 
incorrect bra sizing can lead to issues with your back, 
neck and shoulders – try a yoga class as this can really 
help with posture problems. Louise concluded her talk 
with a number of useful tips: ensure you drink at least 
five glasses of water daily, ensure your bedroom is 
cool and turn off all tech at least one hour before 
sleeping. Are you eating at least 30 plus plant foods 
per week? Adding fermented foods and prebiotics to 
your diet is also recommended and make sure you are 
getting the right amounts of Vitamins C, D and B12. 
Excellent talk. Brilliant advice. I guess I was hoping 
that Louise would finish by saying that chocolate is a 
really useful prebiotic, counts as ten of your 
recommended plant foods and contains massive doses 
of Vitamins C, D and B12.        She didn’t. 
 
We love a trip to a food factory. And the recent trip to 
Flapjackery in Tavistock was not only interesting but 
totally delicious. Obviously this was meant to be an 
educational visit. Tasting had nothing to do with it.   
Do you know your black-tailed godwit from your bar-
tailed godwit? Or your grey plover from your dunlin? 
We’re hoping we will after our guided bird-watching 
cruise along the Exe Estuary. For three hours we will 
be in the company of an ornithologist who will be 
telling us about the species, habitat and behaviours of 
the many birds that visit the Estuary. Another 
educational visit -  with tasty soup or a hot pasty 
included to keep us warm.  
And finally - husband is donating a pre-loved boiler 
suit for our Fashion Show in May. The one he was 
wearing when he became ‘Half Man – Half Water 
Butt’. Too many bad memories apparently.       

- Sue Knott 
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Wall & Floor Tiling         Under Tile Heating 
Waterproof Tanking         Free Quotations 
 
Tel              Mob 07729  460746  

 

Older Property Building Surveys 
 

· Thatched or slate properties built of Cob or Stone. 
· Custom Thatched Roof Surveys. 
· Weekend "Hands on" Thatching Courses. 
 

Master Thatcher and Residential Property Surveyor 
 www.thatchedhomeinspector.co.uk                

Ring Charles on  01647 231 706 or 
07771512670 

Holland Park Farm, South Tawton, 
Okehampton, EX20 2PP 

 
WHITEGATES JOINERY 

BESPOKE JOINERY SPECIALISTS 
 

KITCHENS, STAIRS, DOORS,  
SLIDING SASH WINDOWS,  

CONSERVATION WORK 
 

FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION 
QUOTE CALL ROGER 

 
01837 847682 / 07887731197 

 
E MAIL whitegates05@yahoo.com 

 
 

Practical Wood Working Lessons Available 

Brownings Upholstery 

 

Traditional Upholsterers 

Carpet & Upholstery cleaning also  
Available 

North Tawton, Devon 
 
 

· Bespoke Upholstery Service 

· Antique furniture bought & sold 

· Carpet & Upholstery cleaning      
service  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact 
Ruth Browning 

Mobile : 07961 145866 

Email: rb.upholstery@gmail.com 

www.browningsupholstery.co.uk 
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BOW & DISTRICT 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY  

 

Thomas Cadbury  
Seaton Down Roman Coin Hoard 

 

7.15 for 7.30pm Monday 27 April 
 

In 2013 a metal detectorist found the hoard of 
22,888 Roman coins dating back to 350 AD. 
Thomas will talk about Seaton Down Roman 
Coin Hoard and what it tells us about Roman 

Devon. 
 
 

Bow Village Hall, EX17 6HU  
Everyone welcome: Visitors £5 

Annual Membership £15. 
Enquiries 01363 82468 

OKEHAMPTON AND DISTRICT 
LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY 

TALK 
 

Jan Goffey: 
'The History of Okehampton from the 

Notebooks of Richard Shebbeare - Town 
Clerk of Okehampton in the 1600s' 

 

OCKMENT CENTRE, OKEHAMPTON 
Wednesday 8th April - 7.30 pm. 

All Welcome. Visitors £3.00 
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<<  Roger Cleverdon and Richard Edwards have pre-
sented previously three concerts combining choral and 
orchestral music at St. Andrew’s Church, Sampford 
Courtenay. The proceeds from each concert were given 
to local charities. The same will apply to a fourth con-
cert at St. Andrew’s on Saturday 18th April, 2026 at 
7.30 p.m. when the proceeds will go to the Devon Air 
Ambulance. 

Musical highlights will be Handel’s Organ Concerto 
Opus 4 No. 5 (Roger playing the solo part) and the fa-
mous lament from Purcell’s “Dido and Aeneas” sung 
by local mezzo-soprano, Louise Mott. The programme 
will also include items by Tallis, Boyce and Haydn. 

Tickets (including interval wine and soft drinks) are 
£15 (adults) and £5 (school age) from Richard (01837 
82376 in North Tawton) or Roger (01837 810320 in 
Hatherleigh). 

This will be a rare opportunity to enjoy a varied pro-
gramme of music given in a country church by its aug-
mented choir and the Two Rivers Orchestra. Singers 
and instrumentalists are enthusiastic local amateurs 
with a sprinkling of professional help. 

It is an effort by local musicians for the benefit of a lo-
cal cause and we hope it will attract a strong measure of 
support from locals and, as previously, from others 
from a little further afield. Those attending are welcome 
to bring their own cushions – the church has wooden 
seats! 
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THE ART BOX – April 2026 
With Ruth Smith Gallery and Red Mud Arts. If you would like to contribute a 
review or reflection, please send to Ruth at ruth@ruthsmithgallery.co.uk 

Keep your eyes (and ears! open) for Alice in 
Operaland - an exciting performance and workshop 
for primary age children and their families - coming 
to North Tawton the weekend of the 16th /17th of 
May. Local opera singer Bronwen Harding, who 
previously partnered with Red Mud Arts in 2024, to 
bring the town an acting, sound and movement 
workshop, brings a new interactive experience to 
introduce young audiences to the world of opera, 
music, rhythm and character.  
 

Alice embarks on a musical journey through 
Operaland as she prepares for a performance she’s 
afraid to give. Along the way, she encounters a cast 
of characters – the White Rabbit, Queen of Hearts, 
Mad Hatter, Cheshire Cat, and Tweedledum and 
Tweedledee – who introduce her to musical ideas to 
help her find her own voice through curiosity and 
exploration. The 45-minute performance will be 
accompanied by workshops where children can take 
part in fun musical games, singing activities and 
story-telling exercises inspired by the show.  
 

No previous experience of music or opera required! 
 

More information coming soon 
at www.rogueoperaoutreach.org 

-Bronwen Harding 

Red Mud Arts dates for your diary: 
 

Creative Kin: Morning drawing group 10-12 on the second Monday of the month. Email hello@emmelinewebb.com 
Artists’ Critique Group: Second Tuesday of the month, 7-9pm in North Tawton. Email ruth.helen.smith@outlook.com. 
Open Mic Night: Second Wednesday of the month, music from 7.30, Copper Key. Contact Wez via the Facebook group. 
Portrait Sessions: Third Saturday of the month,10am-1pm at the Community Centre. Email shelley@shelleysaxonunmasked.co.uk. 
Life Drawing: Last Tuesday of the month, 7-9pm at the Community Centre, North Tawton. Email ruth.helen.smith@outlook.com. 
Alice in Operaland: 16th/17th May, more details to follow! 
Tawland Music Festival: 20th June 2026, North Tawton Rugby Club, tickets from Merry-Go-Round in North Tawton & Okehampton. 
Join our mailing list to hear about upcoming gatherings, talks and workshops at redmudarts@gmail.com 

In other news—Australian based artist, Damon 
Kowarsky, is returning to the Ruth Smith Gallery 
Art Residency, this time with his partner, artist 
Hyunju Kim. When Damon was here last spring, he 
made dozens of drawings in his sketchbook of the 
surrounding areas and North Tawton sights. Since 
then he has developed these into etched prints, 
which he will be exhibiting in the gallery from 
17th—22nd April. There will be an exhibition late 
opening 6-8 on 18th April. Do come along! His art 
is amazing, and it’ll be especially exciting to see 
such familiar sights through another lens! 

-Ruth Smith 
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Graph sourced by Noah Smith 
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NORTH TAWTON 

RUGBY 
FOOTBALL CLUB 

The Clubhouse is  
available to HIRE for  

PRIVATE FUNCTIONS
Competitive Rates 

Ample Parking 
Now with free wifi  

 

  ALL EVENTS CATERED FOR 
 

 Call  
 SARAH on     7      

New Parkinsons Support Group 
in Okehampton 
 
A new local group has started in the Okehampton area. 
Meeting on the last Thursday of the month at the OCRA 
Centre 'Pavilion in the Park' Okehampton between 
10.30 and 12.00. 
 
Following conversations with Claire, the Parkinsons 
Nurse and Heather, the Parkinsons U.K. Area 
Development Manager, as well as an 'Activity Day' 
hosted by Parklands Leisure Centre, plans were put in 
place to start a new group for people in the Okehampton 
locality. 
 
Working with OCRA ( Okehampton Community 
Recreation Association) The West Devon CVS 
(Community Volunteer Service)  have welcomed the 
Parkinsons Support Group as part of their Peer Support 
Hub which also supports groups for people living with 
Diabetes, Cancer and Stroke. 
 
Offering a warm and friendly environment the 
Okehampton Group welcomes new members. For more 
information please email David at 
okeyparkygroup@gmail.com 
 
Also: A new Parkinsons Exercise Class has also started 
at Parklands Leisure Centre. 13.30 – 14.30. 
email  parklands-sales@fusion-lifestyle.com 

 

North Tawton Bowling Club 
The green will be opened for the Summer 

season on Saturday 18 th April 2026 at 2.00 pm. 

If you would like to come along and see what 
bowling involves you would be most welcomed. 
All you need are flat shoes, couldn’t be easier! 
During the summer we have informal sessions 

where we practice or roll up on Monday evenings 
from 6.00 pm and again you are most welcomed to 
turn up on these evenings. If you decide you want 

to get more involved, some taster sessions and 
tuition can be arranged. 

For any further information please visit our website 

www.northtawtonbc.co.uk or call John Kinsey on 
07707 20807136 

Badminton Club 
North Tawton Town Hall 

All levels 
Beginners welcome 

Ring Andrew on 
07950373103 

 
 

 
 
 
 

The Armed Forces Veterans 
Breakfast Club  

meets on the third Saturday of the month at The 
Copper Key, Fore Street, North Tawton, For 10 

a.m. 
We are open to all Armed Forces and Reservist 

Veterans of all three Services. 
For more information contact Ian on 07879 881159 
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BROADBURY LANDCARE 
 

All aspects of Garden Maintenance  
and Landscaping 

 
Andrew Barton 07532 216216 

 
Fully Qualified Fully Insured 

Free Estimates 

 
 
 
 
 

Dedicated teams of farm and companion animal vets. 
North Tawton        01837 82327 

  Okehampton          01837 658777 
  Hatherleigh          01837 810455 

www.northparkvets.co.uk 
      Farm: Emergency, routine, herd health, small holders. 

Pets: Vaccinations, neutering, nurse clinics, x-ray and operation 
facilities in all surgeries. 

 

PURE GREEN RURAL SERVICES 
 

All aspects of fencing undertaken 
Hedgelaying  

Dry stone walling 
No job too small 

Please Call Ed 07956 026511 
Puregreenruralservices@hotmail.co.uk  



 

ROUNDABOUT  Page 19 

Exbourne, Sampford Courtenay, 
and Jacobstowe WI   
At our March meeting our President, Cherry Chidwick 
welcomed 18 members plus 4 new members, this was 
our 92nd Annual meeting which was held at Exbourne 
village hall. 

We were delighted to welcome Andrew Sinclair, one of 
the world’s leading figurative sculptors, and his wife 
Dianne, to give a talk on his work. 

His recent projects include the Duke of Wellington’s 
Regiment memorial in Halifax, and the David Bowie 
sculpture in Aylesbury.  

But we got so much more than that, because he showed 
us how to sculpt a foot, using clay and building it on a 
wooden board, telling us along the way how to apply 
the rules and secrets to sculpting.   

The foot he demonstrated was the famous Greek Foot, 
which is where the second toe extends noticeably 
further than the big toe, many statues including 
Michelangelo’s David, famously feature the elongated 
second toe, this had us all wanting to strip off our socks 
to inspect our own feet! 

We were all mesmerised, as he quickly placed small 
sausages of clay, to building up the foot, measuring and 
shaping to give it a sense of movement, and within the 
hour with lots of amusing chat, a beautiful clay foot was 
formed, only to be squashed and put back in the clay 
bag! 

Cherry awarded prizes and rosettes to the competition 
winners for points gained over the past year. 

Flower of the month- first Heather Aldridge, second 
Ethel Nancekivell, and third Margaret Cleveland. 

Monthly competition – first Heather Aldridge, 
second   Margaret Cleveland and third Vera Collins.  

Our next meeting will be at Sampford Courtenay 
village hall on the second Tuesday of the month, 
with a talk from Neil Litteales, entitled “Who the 
hell is Arthur”  

If you are interested in joining us, please contact 
Liz on 07971413997. 

 

 Sampford Courtenay Flower Club 
 

Second Monday each month 
2.30pm in Sampford Courtenay 

Village Hall 
 

9th March 2026 
Harriet Wilson North - Demo 

Florist from Chumleigh 
 

For more information contact the Chair,  

St James' Church, Bondleigh 
Spring Coffee Morning 

 

Saturday, 25th April @ 10.30am 
 

We welcome you to come along and enjoy coffee and a 
chat with friends and neighbours at our Spring Coffee 

Morning. 
There will be all the usual stalls to browse with lots of 

bargains and Lin's draw with many brilliant prizes to be 
won! 

We look forward to seeing you! 
 

Another date for your diary - our very popular Grand 
Plant Sale will be held in the church on Saturday, 23rd 

May at 10.00am 

SAMPFORD COURTENAY VILLAGE 
HALL FORTHCOMING EVENTS  
 
REGULAR ACTIVITIES: 
 

TABLE TENNIS Weekly, ring 01837 851659 for details 
FLOWER CLUB 2nd Monday of every month 2.30pm  
SKITTLES 3rd Wednesday of every month 7pm  
   
OTHER DATES FOR YOUR DIARY: 
 

SKITTLES Wednesday 15th April 7pm  
COMMUNITY LUNCH Thursday 30th April 12.30pm  
DOG SHOW Saturday 23rd May  
SAMPFORD COURTENAY OPEN GARDENS Saturday 
20th June 10am to 4pm  
JAZZ & CREAM TEA Sunday 12th July 3pm  
 

Please see separate adverts in Roundabout or visit our new  
Village Hall website sampfordcourtenayvillagehall.co.uk and  
Facebook for more details of all events. 
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FOR MORE INFO PLEASE CALL MARTIN ON 07817464420  

PARISH@BTINTERNET.COM     FACEBOOK LOCAL LOGS     WWW.LOCALLOGS.NET             

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              
 
       Email:  josh@mdff.co.uk  



 

ROUNDABOUT  Page 23 

 

NORTH TAWTON TOWN  
Chairperson: Tony Jelley 0796957749 

Secretary/Booking Sec.: Lin Ford 07821472495 

 

The Food Bank 
& Community Fridge 

 

Drop off at: 
At The Merry Go Round on Market Street 

 

Opening times are: 
School Term Time 

Mon - Fri: 9am - 5pm & Sat: 10am - 1pm 
School Holidays 

Mon - Fri: 10am - 5pm & Sat: 10am - 1pm 

 

North Tawton Community Centre 
Barton Street 

Call Mark: 01837 82608 

 
 

North Tawton Repair Café  
 

We are also now able to offer repairs to computers and to 
bikes. Bikes must be booked in – please drop us a message on 
Facebook, or call Ruth 01837 82207. 
 

Second Saturday of the month 
 

At the Community Centre, Barton Street, North Tawton, 
EX20 2HN. 
 

For more information go to https://fb.me/NTRepairCafe  

North Tawton Library of Things 
 

Join for £5 a year and borrow any of the items we 
have in the library for free.  
 

Open 5.30-6.30 Thursdays in the Chapel of Rest. 
 

You can join online or with a paper form (available in 
the Post Office).  
 

www.northtawtonlibraryofthings.myturn.com/library/ 

 

Devon Sensory Outreach Service   
NORTH TAWTON COMMUNITY CENTRE 

   Free, confidential and impartial service for people with 
hearing and or/visual impairment provided by the Sensory 

Team, Devon County Council. 

Available on the third Thursday of each month in North 
Tawton Community Centre, Barton Street. 

 10.30 a.m. and 12 noon. 

For further information contact:  
Care Direct 0345 155 1007 or 07966 596881 

Quakers 
Ockment Centre 

North Street, Okehampton, EX20 1AR 
Sundays at 10.30 am 

 

Orthodox Church 
Devon Parish of Holy Prophet Elias 

For details of services contact 
Celia or Martin Olsson (01837 82796)  
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NORTH TAWTON TOWN COUNCIL 
Town Clerk:  Caroline Ellis 

14A The Square, North Tawton, EX20 2EP 
01837 880121 

townclerk@northtawtontowncouncil.gov.uk 
deputyclerk@northtawtontowncouncil.gov.uk 

The office is open Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, 10.30 a.m.– 1.30 p.m. 

A New Business Plan for New Ideas 

The North Tawton Town Council Business Plan 
is up for a review. This Plan is a statement of the 
Council’s future aims and objectives.  The Plan 
will be a working document setting out what the 
Council wants to achieve at any given time and 
will be reviewed and updated annually. The 
Council wants to inform residents about what 
we are trying to achieve and how we expect to 
do this.  

The Plan will be used as a guide each year to set 
the budget for the next financial year.  Planning 
for major projects/improvements to community 
facilities helps the Council keep precept re-
quirements as steady as possible. North Tawton 
already has a Neighbourhood Plan (NP) to 2035 
which has been based on community engage-
ment and involvement.  The Council uses the 
Neighbourhood Plan alongside the Business 
Plan, to help us become more proactive in deci-
sion-making over the coming years.   

To produce an updated Business Plan each 
year, the Council needs to continue to consult 
with residents to make sure we understand and 
consider their priorities and wishes for our 
Town. This will be done by monitoring the pro-
gress against the list of priorities which make up 
the Plan.  

We would like to hear from you regarding the de-
velopment of the Aims and Objectives of the 
Business Plan. The views of the residents on lo-
cal issues are important to us. Are there any is-
sues you would like us to consider? What com-
munity activities or events would you like to 
see? Are there any resources that are missing 
locally that we might consider including in the 
Plan? Any ideas and feedback are welcome. 

Please email our Deputy Clerk on the email ad-
dress below.  

As many of you are aware, we have up to 12 
Councillors who are elected every four 
years.  When a vacancy arises during the four-
year period there may be an election if resident 
request, or the Council will co-opt a new mem-
ber.  We have a Town Clerk and Deputy Clerk. 
The Chair and Vice-Chair of the Council and its 
Committees and Working Groups are elected 
annually by the Councillors at the Annual Town 
Council Meeting.  Membership of Council Com-
mittees, working groups, and any other roles are 
also voted on.  Each Councillor is unpaid and 
commits what is often a substantial amount of 
time to help improve and maintain our Town on 
behalf of its residents. This year’s Annual Town 
Meeting is to be held on the 30th April at the Rug-
by Club, starting at 7pm. You are invited to at-
tend and come and listen to our guest speakers 
and your Councillors. You can also find out 
more about becoming a Councillor by speaking 
with us or by looking at the Town Council web-
site.    

Please do come and ask questions, use the 
Book Swap and find out more about the Town 
Council. We look forward to seeing you. The Full 
Council meets on the first Tuesday of every 
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ROUNDABOUT DEADLINE:  
 

Community News, Articles, and Events 
are published free of charge, and must  be 
received by Ruth by the 15th of the month 
before publication at:  
editor@northtawtonroundabout.com 
 

For Commercial Advertisments, and de-
tails of rates contact Simon Williams at: 
adverts@northtawtonroundabout.com  

  

The Whiddon Mission Community 
 

North Tawton, Bondleigh, Sampford Courtenay, Honeychurch  
Chagford, Crockernwell, Drewsteignton, Gidleigh, Hittisleigh, Murchington,  

South Tawton, South Zeal, Spreyton, Throwleigh, Whiddon Down. 

TEAM VICAR: North  Tawton  Rev’d. Dr. David Spence   (01837 89243)      revdspence@gmail.com 
TEAM RECTOR: Chagford   Bishop Nick McKinnel    nick.mckinnel@gmail.com  
ASSISTANT MINISTERS:    Rev’d. Rita Bullworthy (01837 89168) ritabullworthy@yahoo.co.uk 
           Rev’d Joe Moesel (07470 297287)      jsmoesel@outlook.com  

 

CURATE: Chagford     Rev’d.  Dr. Harriet Every (01647 432402)  
PARISH WORKER: North Tawton   Mr. Wesley Cutler  (07540 127827)   wesleycutler@hotmail.co.uk 
 

 
St. Peter’s  North Tawton         Mr. Paul Andrews      (01837 82648)      
St. James’s Bondleigh                       Mr. Danny Semorad  (07814 877151)   Mr. Graham Stokes   (01837 82240)                                                                            
St. Andrew’s Sampford Courtenay   Mr. Rory Robinson    (07811 324154)         
St. Mary’s Honeychurch                   Mr. Ray Squire          (01837 851627)    Mr. Richard Weeks (07790 636920) 
 

Church web page address: www.stpetersnorthtawton.org.uk/ 
Facebook:     www.facebook.com/stpetersnorthtawton/ 

 

Services at St. Andrew’s Church 
S a m p f o rd C o u r t e n ay 

 
 

1st April  9pm  Compline 
2nd April  7.30pm  Holy Communion 
3rd April  2pm   Stations of the Cross 
5th April  9.30am  Easter Communion 
12th April  9.30am Communion 
19th April  6pm   Choral Evensong 
26th April  9.30am  Communion 

 

Services for St. Peter’s Church 
currently at North Tawton Primary School 

N o r t h Taw to n  
 

3rd April    10am      Good Friday reflection 
5th April     11am     Easter Family Service with communion 
12th April   11am     Morning Worship 
19th April   11am     Family Service 
26th April   9.30am  Toast Church  
                     11am     Traditional Communion 

 

Services at St. James’s Church 
B o n d l e i g h 

 
 

3rd April    1pm       Good Friday Service 
5th April     9.30am  Communion 
19th April   9.30am  Communion 

 

Services at St. Mary’s Church 
H o n eyc h u rc h 

 

5th April    3pm   Communion 

 

North Street Chapel Sundays  
 

5th April - 11am Special Service Easter Praise 
12th April - 11am Breaking of Bread 

19th April - 3pm Tea & Praise—Ken Harris 
26th April  - 11am Breaking of Bread 

 

Please contact Richard for further details 07835033062 

 

The Benefice Choir 
Under the direction of 

 

Roger Cleverdon 
 

Available to sing at 
 

WEDDINGS ā BAPTISMS ā FUNERALS 
 

   Roger Cleverdon   01837 810320 

Church Flowers & Brass 
Honeychurch 
March    Mary Pyle 
 

Bondleigh 
5th & 12th April  Sonia Rix—Easter 
19th & 26th April  Sue Walters 

From the Registers 
 

Funerals 
26th February Barbara Peart Exeter and Devon Crematorium  
27th February Arthur Wildman St Andrew’s Sampford Courtenay 
 

Burial of Ashes 
12th February Rhona Bragg North Tawton Cemetery 
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WINDOWS-DOORS-CONSERVATORIES-JOINERY 

(Covering the whole of Devon) 

HIGH QUALITY PRODUCTS BACKED UP BY OVER 25 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE HELPING CUSTOMERS TO IMPROVE THEIR HOMES 

Why not give them a call to see what they can do for you and 
your property........ 

01837 54019 or enquiries@okehamptonglass.com 

www.okehamptonglass.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 For experienced, 

local advice you can trust 
T. 01837 52379 
www.peterslaw.co.uk 
Bideford Bude Holsworthy Okehampton 

1 West Street, Okehampton  
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