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C. J. Steer & Sons Ltd 
Funeral Directors 

Est 1969 
 

24 hour Service  
All Facilities 

 
Homefield, Station Road, Bow 

 
Tel: 01363 82414       Mobile: 07785 540248 

 
 
 

NICHOLS NYMET HOUSE 
 

MANOR HOUSE BED AND BREAKFAST  
& SELF CATERING COTTAGES  

www.devonbedandbreakfast.co.uk  
email mandpgoodman@outlook.com 

Tel 01837 82626 
 

For all your accommodation requirements –  
When family and friends come to stay use us as guest rooms. 

 Peaceful location 1.5 miles from North Tawton 
WITH WONDERFUL VIEWS 

We offer three large bedrooms all with  
en-suite bathrooms including a family suite  

for up to 5.  
Full English Breakfast using finest produce. 

Rates from £45 per person per night –  
Children half price. 

 
Also we can offer Self Catering Cottages available on a 

weekly basis. 
Please see our Trip advisor reviews and Facebook pages. 

 
Weirford House 

in picturesque Sampford Courtenay 
 

Well equipped Garden Barn for self-catering  
or bed and breakfast 

 
Avril Flanagan - 01837 89132 

 
5* ratings on Google.      See our website for details 

 

www.weirfordhouse.co.uk          avril@weirfordhouse.co.uk 

Ashridge Court Farm 
Dried Hardwood Logs 

from our own woodlands 

        Pasture-fed Beef 
Fabulous slow-grown beef from your local supplier 

Mixed boxes from just £10 per kg  

Contact Carolyn on 07872 598 659 

Ashridge Court Farm, EX20 2DH www.ashridge-
court.co.uk  

“Roundabout” is printed by Hedgerow Print 
Crediton EX17 1DN 

 

Sampford Courtenay Parish Website: 
 

http://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/ 
 

The website is managed by Julie Carpenter who 
can be contacted on  

 
juliec2911@hotmail.co.uk 

or  
admin@sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk 

or by phone: 
07866 605184 

North Tawton Website: 
www.northtawton.org 
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From The Rectory  

It’s fair to say that I have felt a little bit of jealousy 
so far this year at some of the places which people 
around me have been visiting on their recent holi-
days – cruises through Europe and Southeast Asia, 
safari trips to Africa, skiing in Norway.  At the 
same time, I have felt a little exhausted at many of 
the itineraries of these holidays.  I’d rather just 
kick back, relax and do very, very little. 

Rest is a wonderful thing.  And as our world seems 
to speed up more and more, rest is both more im-
portant and harder to come by.  The Bible agrees 
that rest is crucial to our wellbeing as humans.  So 
much so that it pictures God as also resting from 
his work.  And then later makes the wry comment, 
if God saw fit to have a day of rest every seven 
days, then you his mere creature should do so too. 

Ignoring the need to rest has consequences – phys-
ically, mentally and even spiritually.  We humans 
have built in limitations; we are only finite be-
ings.  If we don’t stop it will catch up with us 
sooner or later.  So God prescribes a day of rest, 
the Jewish Sabbath (Saturday) but in Christianity 
moved to Sunday.   

“Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.  
Six days you shall labor and do all your work,  

but the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lਏ਒਄ your 
God.  

On it you shall not do any work…”   
(Exodus 20:8-10) 

Although I’ve just quoted the fourth of the ten 
commandments. this day of rest is not meant to be 
a burden, but a delightful gift to us.  A day to stop 
work, not just as a ‘day off’ work to do all the 
tasks we were too busy to do on workdays, but a 
day of actual rest.  A day to enjoy both our Creator 
God (in worship) and the world he has created.  A 
day of justice – the Bible says that we should en-
sure that everyone has a day of rest as part of their 
dignity as a human made in “God’s image”. 

In this modern world, though, it is the massively 
counter-cultural act of stepping off the merry-go-
round of life to catch up with ourselves.  To say I 
am not just a worker, I am a precious being made 
in God’s image.  To find refreshment, to find 
peace, to find God. 

- David Spence 
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House Building ∙ Extensions ∙ Conservatories 
Barn Conversion ā Brick, Block, Stone Work 
Driveway Paviours ∙ Rendering, Plastering ∙  

Patios Wall & Floor Tiling ∙  
Wood Work all fixings  

 

IAN RICE Builder 
Sunnyridge, Moor View, North  

Devon EX20 2HW 
Mob: 0 7 9 6 7 4 1 8 1 1 0 

ipricebuilding@gmail.com 

Kevin 
     Osborne 
   Aerials & Satellite 
   City & Guilds NVQ 
 

0 1 3 6 3 7 7 7 1 9 0     0 7 8 4 1 6 4 4 3 9  5 
Aerial Upgrades ∙ All aspects of Installation and 

Discreet Installation ∙ Extra TV Points ∙ Existing Aerial 
Satellite Problems Resolved ∙ DAB Radio  

Free Advice ∙ Free Quotation Service ∙ Free Signal  

SM Plumbing & Heating 

Stuart  
 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 
 

Contact me on 
 

07738 759606  or  01837 880067 
 

No.519960     stuartmoffat2@h otmail.com 
 

4, Park Houses, North Tawton, EX20 2DX 

 

FORE STREET GARAGE 
( Proprietor: Kevin Hodge) 
Fore Street, North Tawton 

Tel: 01837 82006 

M.O.T. TESTING STATION 
Servicing and Repairs to all makes and models 

Competitive Rates            Fully Qualified Mechanic 
GoodGarageScheme.com 

( Registered Member ) 

KEVIN RICE 
FULLY QUALIFIED BUILDER & DECORATOR 

With 40 years experience in and around  
North Tawton. 

 
All aspects of building work from small repairs to 

new builds undertaken by a local tradesman who 
cares about quality and personal service. 

Contact Kevin 
Mobile:  07749 674357       

 

Tel: 01837 82271           W J Morris & Sons 
                     

 ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS & CON-
TRACTORS 

Established 1953 
 

                     Timber Yard, Sampford Courtenay 
                                    Okehampton EX20 2TB 

 
FARM, DOMESTIC & INDUSTRIAL INSTALLATIONS,  
EMERGENCY LIGHTING, FIRE & SECURITY ALARMS  
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Roundabout 
 

 is published for the community on  
behalf of the four parish churches of North Tawton,  
Sampford Courtenay, Bondleigh and Honeychurch. 

 
Opinions expressed by contributors are their own and 

are not necessarily endorsed by the Church,  
by the PCC, by members of the four churches, or by the 

Editor. 
 

Contributions should be sent by email to Ruth Smith at 
editor@northtawtonroundabout.com or at  

The Pottery, 5 The Square, North Tawton, EX20 2ER 
by the 15th of the month before publication is required.  

 
New advertisers are always welcome. 

Advertisements can be arranged for shorter  
periods than one year or for single editions. 

For advertising enquiries contact Simon Williams at 
adverts@northtawtonroundabout.com  

 
See us online on www.northtawtonroundabout.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
North Tawton 
 Ken Bragg   01363 530673 
 Jackie Tye           01837 880479 
  
Sampford Courtenay/Honeychurch   
 Rory Robinson  07811 324154  
 Lynn Robinson  07966 477465 
 
Bondleigh  
 Danny Semorad  07814 877151  
 Lin Warre   01837  82089 

Midweek Communion 
North Tawton Community Centre 

12pm — 26th May  2026 
 

Please do join us for a traditional said communion 
service from the Prayer Book.  

Be Still 
A short informal monthly service of themed prayers, 
reflections & readings and creating space to dwell in 

the presence of God 
St. Andrew’s Church,  Sampford Courtenay, 

Fourth Thursdays at 10 a.m. 

 Tuesday Chat 
 
  Drop in anytime between 

10.30 a.m. –12 noon 
 

Now at North Tawton Community Centre 

2nd & 4th Tuesday of the month: 

For more information contact 

Jo Fear      01837 82553 
 

PLEASE NOTE... 
Change of email address for submissions is now to 
Ruth at:  

editor@northtawtonroundabout.com  
And for adverts to Simon at: 

adverts@northtawtonroundabout.com 
And the deadline is now the 15th of the month pri-
or to publishing. 

ALSO... 
We are seeking a volunteer to deliver 12 copies of 
Roundabout to the Solland and Cliston Lane area 
of Sampford Courtenay. Copies are dropped off in 
St Andrew’s church towards the end of the month 
for distribution. Please telephone 01837 82527 if 
you are able to help. 
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Angels Hair Salon 
 

Hair in the  Square ā  01837 82430 
 

Modern Unisex Hair Salon 
 

· Official Suppliers of Tigi Hair products 
·        Modern salon with the most up to date  

· Free to join Reward Scheme 

· Cosmetics for sale at below high street prices 

· Exclusive salon hire available for private  
 

Tuesdays  -  Wednesdays  -  Thursdays  -  Fridays 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Saturdays 
Phone for Appointment 

 
11 The Square, North Tawton, EX20 2JD 

 

Taw Va l ley Dental Care 
 

56 Fore Street 
North Tawton 

EX20 2DT 
 

Telephone: 01837 880096 
 

Oral Health Accessible to All 

       

Ecomojo zero waste shop 
Bring your own containers and 

refill foods (many organic, 
cleaning products, plastic free 
toiletries, local produce and 

gifts).   
 

8 High Street, North Tawton. EX20 2HF.   
Opening hours Tuesday - Friday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
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Can You Help Keep Cubs Alive 
in North Tawton? 

 

For generations, North Tawton Cub Scouts has been a place 
where young people build confidence, learn new skills, and 

experience real adventure. Today, we are at a turning point. 
 

After nearly 50 years of combined service, our current team of four 
leaders will be stepping down this Christmas. We have loved every 
minute of it but now it’s time for a new generation to step forward. 
Without new volunteers, this long-standing and much-loved group 

may not be able to continue. 
 

What We Offer Young People 
This is not just a weekly club; it’s something truly special. Our Cubs 
develop skills for life: 

· Problem solving and resilience / communication and teamwork 
· Confidence and independence 
· Leadership, responsibility and respect for others and the world 
  around them 
· Outdoor adventure - Archery and practical outdoor skills /  
  Camping and adventure experiences 
· Water activities including kayaking, canoeing and paddleboarding 
· A safe, supportive environment to grow and thrive 

We are incredibly fortunate to have excellent equipment, facilities, and 
resources already in place everything needed to run a fantastic programme. 
You can bring your own expertise and flair to the role too. 
 

What You’ll Get Back 
Volunteering as a Cub leader is one of the most rewarding things you can 
do. You will: 

· Watch young people grow in confidence week by week 
· Help children discover skills they never knew they had 
· Be part of a positive, welcoming community 
· Share laughter, challenges and unforgettable moments 
· Make a real difference in your local area 

Every one of us would say the same “We have gained far more from this 
than we have given.” 
 

Who Are We Looking For? 
You don’t need to have been a Scout before. We’re simply looking for 
people who: 

· Can spare some time each week 
· Enjoy working with young people 
· Want to give something back to the community 
· Are willing to learn (full support and training will be provided) 

Whether you can help lead regularly or support in other ways, every 
contribution matters. 
 

We Will Support You 
We are committed to making this transition as smooth as possible. We will: 

· Help train and guide new leaders 
· Share our knowledge and experience 
· Support a gradual handover starting after Easter 

You will not be left to do this alone. 
 

The Time to Step Forward is Now 

If no one comes forward, this opportunity for local young people 
could be lost. 

But with the right people, North Tawton Cubs can continue to thrive 
for many years to come. 

 

Interested? 
If you’ve ever thought “maybe I could help”, now is the time. 

Please get in touch to learn more: 
Paul Grainge  - graingey952@gmail.com - 07808170122 

NORTH TAWTON SCHOOL 
LANDS CHARITY 

CAN WE HELP YOU? 

HAVE YOU FINISHING                        
A LEVELS? 

ARE YOU GOING TO 
UNIVERSITY OR COLLEGE? 

ARE YOU JUST STARTING AN 
APPRENTICESHIP? 

This Trust has a small income which 
can be applied in promoting the  

education, including social and 
physical training, of young people, 
resident  

in the Parish of North Tawton. 

Small grants can be made towards 
expenses of students going to 
University, College or taking 
apprenticeships etc. 

We have already helped many young 
people of this Parish. 

Applications should be made in 
writing to: 

 
Clerk to the Trustees 
North Tawton School Lands 
Charity 
3 Letheren’s Meadow 
North Tawton 
EX20 2FQ 
 
And should state the name, age and 
address of the applicant, and give 
details of the type of education/
apprenticeship they are pursuing. 

Applications must be sent before the 
31st July 2026. 

Applicants will be advised if a grant 
has been awarded as soon as possible 
after that date. It is emphasized that 
these grants are small and are made 
entirely at the discretion of the 
Trustees. 

 
We look forward to receiving your 
applications and, hopefully, helping 
your future. 
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      M. C. Poole Contractors       Digger hire with driver 
      Most work undertaken         General drainage & 

     Ground Work 
CITB 

              Tel: 01837 83130            Mobile: 07970 653827 



 

ROUNDABOUT  Page 9 

BONDLEIGH RAINFALL 
 

February was yet another wet month with rain on nearly every day 
making a total of 136.6mm. However, February can be a very 
variable month as can be seen over the last 3 years. Last year was 
56.5mm, 2024 was 196.9mm and 2023 was only 17.5mm. Looking 
on the bright side, March has started dry and with the longer days 
Spring is just around the corner. March 2025 was driest month that 
I have recorded in nearly 30 years. I am mildly optimistic. 
Hopefully I will not be proved wrong!                    Danny Semorad 

 

Ramblings of a North Tawton 
W.I. Member 

 

It always happens around this time of year. The same old 
subject crops up. There are lively debates and animated 
discussions accompanied by grave expressions on very 
serious faces. And the reason for all this is down to one 
simple question. ‘Have you tilled your seed spuds yet?’ 
Now, according to stories passed down by our ancestors, 
there are several ways to check if tis time for tilling – one 
such suggestion is when the first dandelions appear in the 
fields, as apparently dandelions start to grow when the soil 
reaches 50 degrees farenheit, which is an ideal temperature 
for those potato tubers. Another involves watching out for 
the first yellow wagtail to appear. And my favourite [those 
with a sensitive nature should look away now] is for the 
gardener to remove his trousers and apply his bare buttocks 
to the soil. If it’s too cold for the naked flesh then it’s too 
cold for the spuds. I have made husband aware of this 
particular method. He is giving it serious consideration. I 
have also advised him that the best time to do this is 2 
o'clock in the morning when, hopefully, the good people of 
North Tawton are safely slumbering in their beds. 
 

Our April speaker was Clive Bowers who came to tell us 
about the ‘Freshwell Low Carb Project’. This was initiated 
by two doctors who were becoming increasingly concerned 
about the rising incidence of Type 2 diabetes coupled with 
the rapid rise in obesity in the UK population. Clive 
explained that the aim of the Project is to educate and guide 
people towards adopting a low carbohydrate lifestyle, which 
could lead to potential significant weight loss and the 
possibility of reversing their Type 2 diabetes. As a result of 
consuming ultra processed foods to excess, our bodies will 
quickly convert the carbohydrate excess to sugar which is 
then stored as body fat. Clive has had personal experience of 
the Project as he went on to say that, by following the 
guidelines, he was able to reverse his own Type 2 diabetes 
in eight weeks. The Freshwell website also contains 
information about Time Restricted Eating [otherwise known 
as ‘intermittent fasting’] which explains the importance of 

not just knowing what to eat but when to eat – there is 
information regarding the impact of a low carb lifestyle on 
cholesterol levels and it also looks at how carbs have the 
potential to be addictive. Clive was careful to point out that 
seeing your GP prior to starting any weight loss plan is 
always advisable. Finally – Clive had asked us to bring 
along a selection of packeted foods from our cupboards at 
home with the idea of examining the lists of ingredients to 
demonstrate how carbohydrates can form a large part of the 
processed foods that we consume – I think I already knew 
that my packet of custard creams was never going to be 
classed as a ‘Superfood’. 
 

Unfortunately Dame Anna Wintour [Vogue editor-in-chief 
from 1988 to 2025] has a prior engagement so will be unable 
to attend our May Fashion Show. Such a shame. 
Preparations are well underway and tickets are selling fast. 
The models are practising strutting the catwalk, so out of 
curiosity I looked up ‘how should fashion models walk?’ 
According to my research, ‘models should walk with a 
confident, rhythmic and intentional stride, focusing on 
showcasing the clothing rather than themselves. Shoulders 
back, chest up, arms swinging naturally, topped off with a 
confident pivot at the end of the catwalk’. And there’s more.  
‘Maintain a neutral, focused or fierce [!] facial expression’. 
So I tried a ‘confident pivot’ and a ‘fierce facial expression’ 
whilst cooking tea the other night. The reaction I got from 
husband was disappointing. I don’t think Claudia Schiffer or 
Naomi Campbell would put up with it. 
 

Want to know what we’re doing and where we’re going? 
Well – we’re off to the Bondleigh Sculpture School, we’re 
having a tour of the Devon and Exeter Institute and there’s 
another trip to Flapjackery. Mustn’t forget our Mystery Trip 
in June and our Garden visit in July. Plus a woodcarving 
workshop and some needle felting thrown in for good 
measure. And finally – have I told you about our guided 
Dawn Chorus walk? [start time 04.30am] Yes – that’s right 
– 04.30am! 
        I knew the BOLD button would come in handy one 
day. 

- Sue Knott 

 
c/o North Tawton Council Offices, 14a The Square, North Tawton, EX20 2EP 

Vacancy for a Self-Employed, Part-Time  
RESPONSIBLE FINANCE OFFICER 

 Den Brook 

 Community 

 Fund 

 With 3+ years experience in a commercial or local 
government setting and a degree or equivalent (NVQ, B/TEC 
ONC/HNC) in Business and Finance, you will have good 
organisational and I.T. Skills, and work to predetermined 
deadlines. Working from home, and using your own initia-
tive, you will also attend evening meetings. 
 Your presentation and communication skills, minute-
taking and report writing experience will contribute to the 
Committees' success in maximising their investment in local 

communities. Your knowledge and application of Quantita-
tive and Accounting methods including Cost/Benefit Analy-
sis and standard accounting ratios will provide analyses of 
accounts and project submissions.  
 Further details and CV submissions: denbrookcom-
munityfund@gmail.com  Closing date: Friday 15th May 
2026  
 Rate of Pay - NJC Spinal Column Point 28 pro rata – 
currently £20.35 per hour. 
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Wall & Floor Tiling         Under Tile Heating 
Waterproof Tanking         Free Quotations 
 
Tel              Mob 07729  460746  

 

Older Property Building Surveys 
 

· Thatched or slate properties built of Cob or Stone. 
· Custom Thatched Roof Surveys. 
· Weekend "Hands on" Thatching Courses. 
 

Master Thatcher and Residential Property Surveyor 
 www.thatchedhomeinspector.co.uk                

Ring Charles on  01647 231 706 or 
07771512670 

Holland Park Farm, South Tawton, 
Okehampton, EX20 2PP 

 
WHITEGATES JOINERY 

BESPOKE JOINERY SPECIALISTS 
 

KITCHENS, STAIRS, DOORS,  
SLIDING SASH WINDOWS,  

CONSERVATION WORK 
 

FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION 
QUOTE CALL ROGER 

 
01837 847682 / 07887731197 

 
E MAIL whitegates05@yahoo.com 

 
 

Practical Wood Working Lessons Available 

Brownings Upholstery 

 

Traditional Upholsterers 

Carpet & Upholstery cleaning also  
Available 

North Tawton, Devon 
 
 

· Bespoke Upholstery Service 

· Antique furniture bought & sold 

· Carpet & Upholstery cleaning      
service  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact 
Ruth Browning 

Mobile : 07961 145866 

Email: rb.upholstery@gmail.com 

www.browningsupholstery.co.uk 
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BOW & 
DISTRICT 

HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY  

 

James Downs  
History of 

Photography in 
Devon 

 

7.15 for 
7.30pm Monday 18 

May 
 

On the development of 
photography in Devon 
and the Crediton area. 
There will also be a 

display of old cameras 
and daguerreotypes. 

 
 

Bow Village Hall, 
EX17 6HU  

Everyone welcome: 
Visitors £5 

Annual Membership 
£15. 

Enquiries 01363 
82468 

OKEHAMPTON 
AND DISTRICT 

LOCAL 
HISTORY 

SOCIETY TALK 
 

Mike Luxton: 
'The Enquiring Mind' 

 

OCKMENT CENTRE, 
OKEHAMPTON 

Wednesday 13th May - 
7.30 pm. 

All Welcome. Visitors 
£3.00 

St James' Church, Bondleigh 
Grand Plant Sale 

10am Saturday 23rd May 
 

 

We will have our usual wide variety of flowering and vegetable 
plants on offer to re-stock your garden and guarantee you a suc-

cessful season ahead, now that a lovely sunny spring has re-
placed a very wet winter.   

 

Come along and enjoy coffee and cake whilst sharing gardening 
tips with friends and neighbours. There will also be a "garden 
related" bric-a-brac stall and Lin's draw with many delightful 

prizes to be won! 
 

We  look forward to seeing you. 
 

Caroline (82240) on behalf of St James' PCC 

Writer and actor Arran 
Hawkins, of Lend me your 
ears is taking on the poetry 
column and plans to bring 
you poems from local living 
poets! This first pick is one 
of his own: 
 
 

From The Ether 
 
From out of the ether 
she walked 
The ghost of her past love 
now a shadow 
behind her eyes 
  
Through rain 
hail and storm 
her footsteps falling 
as a dark wind blew 
her dirty hair 
flying into  
eyes 
the grey 
green grey of 
the oceans in our memory 
 
And as the sky quickened 
and fell 
as hard drops of hatred 
from clouds 
thick and swollen 
with chemicals we didn't make 
the puddles 
drowned her footprints 
 
And we all felt a little 
lighter 
As if a ghost 
climbed from our hearts  
 

 
completed February 1st 2023 

(from meanderings written in 
years gone by) 
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FOR MORE INFO PLEASE CALL MARTIN ON 07817464420  

PARISH@BTINTERNET.COM     FACEBOOK LOCAL LOGS     WWW.LOCALLOGS.NET             

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              
 
       Email:  josh@mdff.co.uk  
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This month’s colouring in page is drawn by North Tawton artist Baraka Ali. 
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ANTS will be performing Alan Ayckbourn’s 
“Confusions” from Thursday 28th May to Satur-
day 30th May inclusive. 

Director, Nigel Davies, explains that, “The play is ef-
fectively 4 one act plays with characters linking the 
pieces together. It’s Alan Ayckbourn, so it’s obviously 
well written, well observed and very funny”. 

Tickets will be £10 for all, as this production isn’t in-
tended to be for children. The seating will be around 
tables so, whilst there will be beverages and snacks for 
sale at each performance, the audience can bring 
‘refreshments’ of their choice with them! 

As usual the performances will be in North Tawton 
Town Hall, with doors opening at 7pm and curtain up at 
7:30. 

Tickets are available from the Post Office or online 
through ticketsource.com 

We look forward to seeing you there! 



 

ROUNDABOUT  Page 15 

THE ART BOX – May 2026 
With Ruth Smith Gallery and Red Mud Arts. If you would like to contribute a 
review or reflection, please send to Ruth at ruth@ruthsmithgallery.co.uk 

Red Mud Arts dates for your diary: 
 

Alice in Operaland: 2pm Saturday 16th May, North Tawton Town Hall, £8 per accompanied child, café for parents 
Open Mic Night: Second Wednesday of the month, music from 7.30, Copper Key. Contact Wez via the Facebook group. 
Portrait Sessions: Third Saturday of the month, 10am-1pm at the Community Centre. Email shelley@shelleysaxonunmasked.co.uk. 
Life Drawing: Last Tuesday of the month, 7-9pm at the Community Centre, North Tawton. Email ruth.helen.smith@outlook.com. 
Creative Kin: Morning drawing group 10-12 on the second Monday of the month. Email hello@emmelinewebb.com 
Artists’ Critique Group: Second Tuesday of the month, 7-9pm in North Tawton. Email ruth.helen.smith@outlook.com. 
Tawland Music Festival: 20th June 2026, North Tawton Rugby Club, tickets at Merry-Go-Round in North Tawton & Okehampton. 
Join our mailing list to hear about upcoming gatherings, talks and workshops at redmudarts@gmail.com 

Here’s a run down of what’s coming 
up and what’s been going down in 
our creative community- 
 Local opera singer Bronwen 
Harding, presents Alice in 
Operaland, a new interactive 
experience to introduce young 
audiences to the world of opera, 
music, rhythm and character. 
 Alice embarks on a musical 
journey through Operaland as she 
prepares for a performance she’s 
afraid to give. Along the way, she 
encounters a cast of characters – the 
White Rabbit, Queen of Hearts, Mad 
Hatter, Cheshire Cat, and 
Tweedledum and Tweedledee – who 
introduce her to musical ideas to help 
her find her own voice through 
curiosity and exploration. 
 The 45-minute performance 
will be accompanied by two 
workshops where children can take 
part in fun musical games, singing 
activities and story-telling exercises 
inspired by the show and work with 
Red Mud Arts Artists to create their 

own Operaland masks, costumes and 
scenery. 
          Children must be accompanied, 
and there will be a café at the back 
for accompanying adults with cakes 
generously supplied by the WI. 
 Winners of March’s Battle 
of The Band announced - the end of 
March brought an energetic and 
talent-filled evening to North Tawton 
Town Hall, as Tawland Events 
hosted an exciting Battle of the 
Bands. A big congratulations to the 
winning band, Armed Arcade, with 
Harshmallow taking the runner-up 
spot. You can catch both bands 
performing live at the Tawland 
Music Festival on 20th June at North 
Tawton Rugby Club. An event not to 
be missed!  
 A huge thanks to Robin 
Murch of 'New Visions' for the 
donation of 12 art display stands 
for pop up exhibitions in tricky 
spaces. Robin developed them 
himself for exhibiting in churches 
where low lighting, stone walls and 

pews created challenging exhibition 
conditions, and is now retiring so has 
given them to be used by our 
community. (Let us know if you want 
to borrow them!) 
 Each comes with it's own 
lighting and optional information 
plaque. Many thanks to Carolyn at 
Ashridge who has kindly lent them 
space for storage! Red Mud Arts' 
critique group will be exhibiting there 
at the Open Gardens on 6th & 7th 
November so you'll see them in 
action then! 
 We’re delighted to welcome 
Eleanor to the Red Mud Arts team 
who will be taking the reins of 
RMA’s social media account. We’re 
excited to have her on board and look 
forward to the energy she’ll be bring 
to the community while helping us 
strengthen our online presence. 
 Keep an eye out for our 
regular events (see below) and 
maybe give them a go! You’d be ever 
so welcome! 
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NORTH TAWTON 

RUGBY 
FOOTBALL CLUB 

The Clubhouse is  
available to HIRE for  

PRIVATE FUNCTIONS
Competitive Rates 

Ample Parking 
Now with free wifi  

 

  ALL EVENTS CATERED FOR 
 

 Call  
 SARAH on     7      

 

North Tawton Bowling Club 
The green will be opened for the Summer season on 

Saturday 18 th April 2026 at 2.00 pm. 

If you would like to come along and see what bowling 
involves you would be most welcomed. All you need are flat 

shoes, couldn’t be easier! During the summer we have 
informal sessions where we practice or roll up on Monday 

evenings from 6.00 pm and again you are most welcomed to 
turn up on these evenings. If you decide you want to get more 

involved, some taster sessions and tuition can be arranged. 

For any further information please visit our website 

www.northtawtonbc.co.uk or call John Kinsey on 07707 
20807136 

Badminton Club 
North Tawton Town Hall 

All levels 
Beginners welcome 

Ring Andrew on 
07950373103 

 
 

 
 
 
 

The Armed Forces Veterans 
Breakfast Club  

meets on the third Saturday of the month at The 
Copper Key, Fore Street, North Tawton, For 10 

a.m. 
We are open to all Armed Forces and Reservist 

Veterans of all three Services. 
For more information contact Ian on 07879 881159 
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BROADBURY LANDCARE 
 

All aspects of Garden Maintenance  
and Landscaping 

 
Andrew Barton 07532 216216 

 
Fully Qualified Fully Insured 

Free Estimates 

 
 
 
 
 

Dedicated teams of farm and companion animal vets. 
North Tawton        01837 82327 

  Okehampton          01837 658777 
  Hatherleigh          01837 810455 

www.northparkvets.co.uk 
      Farm: Emergency, routine, herd health, small holders. 

Pets: Vaccinations, neutering, nurse clinics, x-ray and operation 
facilities in all surgeries. 

 

PURE GREEN RURAL SERVICES 
 

All aspects of fencing undertaken 
Hedgelaying  

Dry stone walling 
No job too small 

Please Call Ed 07956 026511 
Puregreenruralservices@hotmail.co.uk  
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Knit and Natter evenings 

+ other crafts welcome 
Bring a craft of your choice and join like minded company 

for a shared and relaxed evening 
A cuppa included  

Held at North Street Chapel 6.30-9pm 
May 11th 

June 8th & 22nd 
 

For more information contact 
Charlotte Sampson 07706942901 
Charlotte.sampson22@gmail.com 

 

Suggested donation for each evening - £2 
All are welcome 

 

Exbourne, Sampford Courtenay, 
and Jacobstowe WI   
“Who the Hell is Arthur” was the title of the talk from 
our guest speaker Neil Litteales, at our April meeting 
held in Sampford Courtenay Village Hall. Neil 
explained that his Father had a heart attack back in 
1992, which he survived but was asked if this could be 
hereditary, the reply was, he didn’t know his real father, 
which was the answer that put Neil on a long journey of 
discovery and research  to look up old records and visit 
places where his ancestors had lived, trying to piece 
together and unravel all the secrets and stories people 
hid about their past lives. All this without the aid of 
computers, just records and knocking on doors around 
the country. After several years of searching, he 
discovered his true grandfather and grandmother. This 
was a fascinating search of one mans wish to find if he 
could have inherited a heart problem!    

After a truly interesting talk everyone needed a good 
natter and a cup of tea. 

The flower competition was won by Ethel, and the 
monthly competition of an ancestral artifact was won by 
Vera.  

Outings this month include a visit to the Sculpture 
School at Bondleigh, North Tawton, North Tawton 
Charity Fashion Show, The Red Earth Group Spring 
meeting hosted by Colebrooke WI and a garden visit 
and cream tea to Broomford Manor Jacobstowe. 
Our meeting in May is with the Artist, Julie Vickery.  

If you would like to know more about joining our WI, 
please contact 07971413997. 

 

 Sampford Courtenay Flower Club 
 

Second Monday each month 
2.30pm in Sampford Courtenay 

Village Hall 
 

11th May 2026 
Sue Papa - Demo 
A Florist Tales 
 

For more information contact the Chair,  
Anne Gordon on 07824 549086. 
devonandcornwallfloralart@gmail.com 

The passing of Heather Duke. 10th March 2026. 

We would like to thank all our lovely neighbours and friends 
for the many sympathy 

messages, cards and flowers and for the lovely rose bushes 
and plants which we will plant 

in Heather's own little garden patch. 
Heather lived in and around North Tawton for the past 50 
years, having made many 

friends and met work colleagues during her working career 
over 20 years at the Cheese Factory. 
The funeral took place at the very beautiful St Andrew's 
Church, Sampford Courtenay on 

8th April. Our sincere thanks to Rev'd Rita Bullworthy for 
the lovely service with very kind, 

gentle and thoughtful words at such a sad time. 
Our thanks also to Albery & Redstone, Funeral Directors for 
their very professional service 

with the handling of Heathers passing. 
The wake was held at The New Inn, Sampford Courtenay 
and our thanks to them for the 

Warm welcome and tasty refreshments. 
Finally, our thanks to Halley's Floral Designs for the beauti-
ful floral tributes. 
Sincere thanks to you all. 

Rita & Ann 
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NORTH TAWTON TOWN COUNCIL 
Town Clerk:  Caroline Ellis 

14A The Square, North Tawton, EX20 2EP 
01837 880121 

townclerk@northtawtontowncouncil.gov.uk 
deputyclerk@northtawtontowncouncil.gov.uk 

The office is open Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday, 10.30 a.m.– 1.30 p.m. 

North Tawton’s Emergency Plan 

Here at the Town Council Office, we have spent a number of 
months re-writing the Town’s Emergency Plan. What would 
we do if there was a significant flood, or a pollution incident, 
or another pandemic?  

The Emergency Plan has been developed to provide local 
community resilience in the pre-event phase, or early stages 
of, an emergency. The plan has been finalised and will be 
made available to residents soon via a leaflet drop throughout 
the town. Each property will receive a copy of the leaflet, and 
the main plan itself will be used by the Community Response 
Team, who are all volunteers within the Council and the com-
munity. In an emergency, any plan we provide will, of course, 
be subject to the emergency services taking control and co-
ordinating the situation. Our plan is to offer support and help 
to residents of North Tawton in a coherent way alongside and 
with instructions obtained from the emergency service teams 
where necessary. 

The North Tawton Community Response Team will assist 
both the activation of the plan and the emergency responders, 
wherever possible, prior to, during and after an emergency. 
The aim of this plan is to increase community resilience 
through developing a robust coordinated approach that com-
plements the work of emergency responders. 

The objectives of this plan are to: 

· Identify risks to the community.  
· Identify strategies to reduce and respond to an emer-
gency, including warning the community.  
· Identify vulnerable people within the community.  
· Identify community resources available during an 
emergency.   
· Provide contact details for the Community Response 
Team, community resources, the emergency services and 
local authorities. 
· Provide information and assistance to the emergency 
services when they arrive and throughout the event. 

 
If you would like to offer to help in an emergency situation, 
please contact the Town Clerk or Deputy Clerk on the details 
below. We would appreciate the help of any medical profes-
sionals, teachers, animal care workers, mechanics, and any-
one with a skill that might be of use should the circumstances 
arise. This will be of great service to the community.  

If you can help distribute the leaflets when they are available, 
please look out for information on our Facebook Page, Web-
site, and Office / Council Notice Boards for further details.  

Sampford Courtenay Parish Council 
Wednesday 6 May 2026  

Sampford Courtenay Village Hall , starting at 
6.30pm 

·Annual Parish Council Meeting directly 
followed by the: 
·May Parish Council Meeting       
·Interval with light refreshments followed by 
the: 
·Open Parish Meeting at 7.30pm 
 

A warm welcome is extended to all parishioners. 
Come and meet your Councillors and chat over 
some light refreshments - take the opportunity to 
put your thoughts and ideas towards the Parish 
future priorities in the next few years. 
 

We look forward to meeting you 
Cllr Michelle Wilson , Cllr Mike Carpenter, Cllr Philip 

Collins, Cllr Andrew Green, Cllr James Mcilwraith, Cllr Joe 
Moesel, Cllr Victoria Smedley and Cllr Tom Squire 

Parish Clerk: 
Malcolm Harris: clerk@sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk 



 

ROUNDABOUT  Page 24 



 

ROUNDABOUT  Page 25 

 
 

NORTH TAWTON TOWN  
Chairperson: Tony Jelley 07969577719 

Secretary/Booking Sec.: Lin Ford 07821472495 

 

The Food Bank 
& Community Fridge 

 

Drop off at: 
At The Merry Go Round on Market Street 

 

Opening times are: 
School Term Time 

Mon - Fri: 9am - 5pm & Sat: 10am - 1pm 
School Holidays 

Mon - Fri: 10am - 5pm & Sat: 10am - 1pm 

 

North Tawton Community Centre 
Barton Street 

Call Mark: 01837 82608 

 
 

North Tawton Repair Café  
 

We are also now able to offer repairs to computers and to 
bikes. Bikes must be booked in – please drop us a message on 
Facebook, or call Ruth 01837 82207. 
 

Second Saturday of the month 
 

At the Community Centre, Barton Street, North Tawton, 
EX20 2HN. 
 

For more information go to https://fb.me/NTRepairCafe  

North Tawton Library of Things 
 

Join for £5 a year and borrow any of the items we 
have in the library for free.  
 

Open 5.30-6.30 Thursdays in the Chapel of Rest. 
 

You can join online or with a paper form (available in 
the Post Office).  
 

www.northtawtonlibraryofthings.myturn.com/library/ 

 

Devon Sensory Outreach Service   
NORTH TAWTON COMMUNITY CENTRE 

   Free, confidential and impartial service for people with 
hearing and or/visual impairment provided by the Sensory 

Team, Devon County Council. 

Available on the third Thursday of each month in North 
Tawton Community Centre, Barton Street. 

 10.30 a.m. and 12 noon. 

For further information contact:  
Care Direct 0345 155 1007 or 07966 596881 

Quakers 
Ockment Centre, North St., Okehampton, EX20 1AR 

10.30 - 11.30 on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month  
01837 55805 -  okehampton.quakermeeting.org  

 

Orthodox Church 
Devon Parish of Holy Prophet Elias 

For details of services contact 
Celia or Martin Olsson (01837 82796)  

SAMPFORD COURTENAY VILLAGE 
HALL FORTHCOMING EVENTS  
 
REGULAR ACTIVITIES: 
 

TABLE TENNIS Weekly, ring 01837 851659 for de-
tails FLOWER CLUB 2nd Monday of every month 
2.30pm   
   
OTHER DATES FOR YOUR DIARY: 
 

SAMPFORD COURTENAY FAMILY DOG SHOW 
Saturday 23rd May 
SAMPFORD COURTENAY OPEN GARDENS Satur-
day 20th June 10am to 4pm 
JAZZ & CREAM TEA Sunday 12th July 3pm 
 

Please see separate adverts in Roundabout or visit our 
new  Village Hall website sampfordcourtenayvil-
lagehall.co.uk and  Facebook for more details of all 
events. 
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ROUNDABOUT DEADLINE:  

Community News, Articles, and Events are pub-
lished free of charge, and must  be received by Ruth 
Smith by the 15th of the month before publication at:  
editor@northtawtonroundabout.com 

 

For Commercial Advertisments, and details of rates 
contact Simon Williams at: 
adverts@northtawtonroundabout.com  

  

The Whiddon Mission Community 
 

North Tawton, Bondleigh, Sampford Courtenay, Honeychurch  
Chagford, Crockernwell, Drewsteignton, Gidleigh, Hittisleigh, Murchington,  

South Tawton, South Zeal, Spreyton, Throwleigh, Whiddon Down. 

TEAM VICAR: North  Tawton  Rev’d. Dr. David Spence   (01837 89243)      revdspence@gmail.com 
TEAM RECTOR: Chagford   Bishop Nick McKinnel    nick.mckinnel@gmail.com  
ASSISTANT MINISTERS:    Rev’d. Rita Bullworthy (01837 89168) ritabullworthy@yahoo.co.uk 
           Rev’d Joe Moesel (07470 297287)      jsmoesel@outlook.com  

 

CURATE: Chagford     Rev’d.  Dr. Harriet Every (01647 432402)  
PARISH WORKER: North Tawton   Mr. Wesley Cutler  (07540 127827)   wesleycutler@hotmail.co.uk 
 

 
St. Peter’s  North Tawton         Mr. Paul Andrews      (01837 82648)      
St. James’s Bondleigh                       Mr. Danny Semorad  (07814 877151)   Mr. Graham Stokes   (01837 82240)                                                                            
St. Andrew’s Sampford Courtenay   Mr. Rory Robinson    (07811 324154)         
St. Mary’s Honeychurch                   Mr. Ray Squire          (01837 851627)    Mr. Richard Weeks (07790 636920) 
 

Church web page address: www.stpetersnorthtawton.org.uk/ 
Facebook:     www.facebook.com/stpetersnorthtawton/ 

 

Services at St. Andrew’s Church 
S a m p f o rd C o u r t e n ay 

 

3rd May  9.30am Morning Worship 
10th May  9.30am  Communion 
17th May  6pm   Choral Evensong 
24th May  9.30am  Communion 
31st May  9.30am Communion 

 

Services for St. Peter’s Church 
currently at North Tawton Primary School 

 

3rd May      11am     Morning Worship 
10th May     11am     Informal Communion 
17th May     11am     Family Service 
24th May     9.30am  Toast Church  
                     11am     Traditional Communion 
                     6.30pm  Praise Evening 
31st May     11am      Morning Worship 

 

Services at St. James’s Church 
B o n d l e i g h 

 
 

3rd May      9.30am    Communion 
17th May     9.30am   Communion 

 

Services at St. Mary’s Church 
H o n eyc h u rc h 

 

3rd May    3pm   Evensong/Communion 

 

North Street Chapel Sundays  
 

3rd May - 11am Special Service Mervyn Burd 
10th May - 11am Breaking of Bread 

17th May - 3pm Tea & Praise—David Worrel 
24th May - 11am Breaking of Bread 
31st May—11am Worship Service 

 

Please contact Richard for further details 07835033062 

 

The Benefice Choir 
Under the direction of 

 

Roger Cleverdon 
 

Available to sing at 
 

WEDDINGS ā BAPTISMS ā FUNERALS 
 

   Roger Cleverdon   01837 810320 

Church Flowers & Brass 
Honeychurch 
May    Sue Svedang 
 

Bondleigh 
3rd & 10th May  Lin Warre 
17th & 24th    Jacqui Bourne 
31st May & 7th June  Margaret Bridgman 

From the Registers - Funerals: 
31st March   Audrey Cripps (102 years)   St James’ Bondleigh 
8th April  Heather Dukes (73 years)    St Andrew’s, Sampford Courtenay 
10th April  June Hill (Celebration of Life, 93 years)  St Andrew’s, Sampford Courtenay 
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WINDOWS-DOORS-CONSERVATORIES-JOINERY 

(Covering the whole of Devon) 

HIGH QUALITY PRODUCTS BACKED UP BY OVER 25 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE HELPING CUSTOMERS TO IMPROVE THEIR 

HOMES 

Why not give them a call to see what they can do for you 
and your property........ 

01837 54019 or enquiries@okehamptonglass.com 

www.okehamptonglass.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 For experienced, 

local advice you can trust 
T. 01837 52379 
www.peterslaw.co.uk 
Bideford Bude Holsworthy Okehampton 

1 West Street, Okehampton  
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