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C. J. Steer & Sons Ltd 
Funeral Directors 

Est 1969 
 

24 hour Service  
All Facilities 

 
Homefield, Station Road, Bow 

 
Tel: 01363 82414       Mobile: 07785 540248 

 
 
 

NICHOLS NYMET HOUSE 
 

MANOR HOUSE BED AND BREAKFAST  
& SELF CATERING COTTAGES  

www.devonbedandbreakfast.co.uk  
email mandpgoodman@outlook.com 

Tel 01837 82626 
 

For all your accommodation requirements –  
When family and friends come to stay use us as guest rooms. 

 Peaceful location 1.5 miles from North Tawton 
WITH WONDERFUL VIEWS 

We offer three large bedrooms all with  
en-suite bathrooms including a family suite  

for up to 5.  
Full English Breakfast using finest produce. 

Rates from £45 per person per night –  
Children half price. 

 
Also we can offer Self Catering Cottages available on a 

weekly basis. 
Please see our Trip advisor reviews and Facebook pages. 

 
Weirford House 

in picturesque Sampford Courtenay 
 

Well equipped Garden Barn for self-catering  
or bed and breakfast 

 
Avril Flanagan - 01837 89132 

 
5* ratings on Google.      See our website for details 

 

www.weirfordhouse.co.uk          avril@weirfordhouse.co.uk 

“Roundabout” is printed by Hedgerow Print 
Crediton EX17 1DN 

 

Sampford Courtenay Parish Website: 
 

http://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/ 
 

The website is managed by Julie Carpenter who 
can be contacted on  

 
juliec2911@hotmail.co.uk 

or  
admin@sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk 

or by phone: 
07866 605184 

North Tawton Website: 
www.northtawton.org 
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From The Rectory  

Boredom is a lost art.  Particularly for modern 
teenagers.  I remember once as a teenager we had to 
drive from one set of grandparents in London to 
another in Yorkshire.  It took about 5 hours back then 
and the provided entertainment was looking out the 
window at the other cars and the road signs.  No 
wonder when I got home once, I hand made a book of 
every road sign ever (over 300 if I remember rightly). 

These days if we end up this summer on a long a car 
journey, things will be different.  With mobiles, e-
readers and portable games consoles, the amount of 
boredom children face is vanishingly small compared 
to previous generations.  Even for adults, boredom is a 
dying art.  When I commuted by train people just stared 
out the window and a small proportion read a book.  A 
lucky few even had a Walkman so they could listen to 
music.  Now everyone is on their phone – watching 
films, listening to podcasts, social media, browsing, 
texting… 

We are an impatient lot!  Used to quick answers from 
AI, always on, on demand, instant messaging, and 
video shorts.  But patience is a virtue, so the saying 
goes.   

Give thought to the ancient heroes of faith in the Bible, 
like Abraham.  He didn’t have any devices; no mobile; 
he didn’t even have books.  He was a nomadic tent-
dwelling shepherd wondering around a land God 
promised he would be given one day.  I can’t imagine 
the monotony.  Occasionally on holiday I have the time 
to sit and look up at the stars and wonder.  Abraham 
probably could do that every night.  I bet his stress 

levels might have been low.  Both science and faith tell 
us it is good to slow down and stare. 

Poor Abraham was then told by God that he wouldn’t 
receive the things God had promised until four 
generations after he had died.  Four lifetimes would 
pass until his descendants get what he had been 
promised.  These days we get impatient if the website 
takes four seconds to load.   The later book of Hebrews 
comments on Abraham and his contemporaries: 

All these people were still living by faith when they 
died. They did not receive the things promised; they 
only saw them and welcomed them from a distance, 

admitting that they were foreigners and strangers on 
earth.  (Hebrews 11:13) 

Abraham trusted God and his promises.  Whether he 
had to wait four seconds, 4 hours or 4 years… even if it 
didn’t come in his lifetime…  He was able to do that 
because of his firm belief that God was trustworthy and 
would keep his promises.  And because of that he 
showed that he belonged with God and was just a 
sojourner here on earth. 

This is a peace which the Bible holds out to us 
too.  When we trust in the promises of God through 
Jesus we know whatever faces us here on earth, 
whatever waiting, whatever boredom or suffering we 
face, that through faith in Jesus, God has promised a 
wonderful future free of sickness pain and death.  And 
so, we wait and endure with patience. 

- David Spence 
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House Building ∙ Extensions ∙ Conservatories 
Barn Conversion ā Brick, Block, Stone Work 
Driveway Paviours ∙ Rendering, Plastering ∙  

Patios Wall & Floor Tiling ∙  
Wood Work all fixings  

 

IAN RICE Builder 
Sunnyridge, Moor View, North  

Devon EX20 2HW 
Mob: 0 7 9 6 7 4 1 8 1 1 0 

ipricebuilding@gmail.com 

Kevin 
     Osborne 
   Aerials & Satellite 
   City & Guilds NVQ 
 

0 1 3 6 3 7 7 7 1 9 0     0 7 8 4 1 6 4 4 3 9  5 
Aerial Upgrades ∙ All aspects of Installation and 

Discreet Installation ∙ Extra TV Points ∙ Existing Aerial 
Satellite Problems Resolved ∙ DAB Radio  

Free Advice ∙ Free Quotation Service ∙ Free Signal  

SM Plumbing & Heating 

Stuart  
 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 
 

Contact me on 
 

07738 759606  or  01837 880067 
 

No.519960     stuartmoffat2@h otmail.com 
 

4, Park Houses, North Tawton, EX20 2DX 

 

FORE STREET GARAGE 
( Proprietor: Kevin Hodge) 
Fore Street, North Tawton 

Tel: 01837 82006 

M.O.T. TESTING STATION 
Servicing and Repairs to all makes and models 

Competitive Rates            Fully Qualified Mechanic 
GoodGarageScheme.com 

( Registered Member ) 

KEVIN RICE 
FULLY QUALIFIED BUILDER & DECORATOR 

With 40 years experience in and around  
North Tawton. 

 
All aspects of building work from small repairs to 

new builds undertaken by a local tradesman who 
cares about quality and personal service. 

Contact Kevin 
Mobile:  07749 674357       

 

Tel: 01837 82271           W J Morris & Sons 
                     

 ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS & CON-
TRACTORS 

Established 1953 
 

                     Timber Yard, Sampford Courtenay 
                                    Okehampton EX20 2TB 

 
FARM, DOMESTIC & INDUSTRIAL INSTALLATIONS,  
EMERGENCY LIGHTING, FIRE & SECURITY ALARMS  



 

ROUNDABOUT  Page 5 

Roundabout 
 

 is published for the community on  
behalf of the four parish churches of North Tawton,  
Sampford Courtenay, Bondleigh and Honeychurch. 

 
Opinions expressed by contributors are their own and 

are not necessarily endorsed by the Church,  
by the PCC, by members of the four churches, or by the 

Editor. 
 

Contributions should be sent by email to Ruth Smith at 
editor@northtawtonroundabout.com or at  

The Pottery, 5 The Square, North Tawton, EX20 2ER 
by the 15th of the month before publication is required.  

 
New advertisers are always welcome. 

Advertisements can be arranged for shorter  
periods than one year or for single editions. 

For advertising enquiries contact Simon Williams at 
adverts@northtawtonroundabout.com  

 
See us online on www.northtawtonroundabout.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 
North Tawton 
 Ken Bragg   01363 530673 
 Jackie Tye           01837 880479 
  
Sampford Courtenay/Honeychurch   
 Rory Robinson  07811 324154  
 Lynn Robinson  07966 477465 
 
Bondleigh  
 Danny Semorad  07814 877151  
 Lin Warre   01837  82089 

 Tuesday Chat 
 
  Drop in anytime between 

10.30 a.m. –12 noon 
 

Now at North Tawton Community Centre 

2nd & 4th Tuesday of the month: 

For more information contact 

Jo Fear      01837 82553 
 

Contributors: Please Note, 
The changes in email addresses: 
For submissions, contact Ruth at:  

editor@northtawtonroundabout.com  

And for advert pricing & invoicing, contact Simon at: 

adverts@northtawtonroundabout.com 

And the deadline is now the 15th of the month prior to 
publishing. 

Flowers meeting for  
St Peter’s church 

A meeting for the flower arranging team at St Pe-
ter’s Church  and those who are interested in getting  

involved. 
North Tawton Community Centre 

12pm, 14th July 2026 

Midweek Communion 
North Tawton Community Centre 

12pm — 28th July 2026 
Please do join us for a traditional said communion 

service from the Prayer Book.  

Be Still 
A short informal monthly service of themed prayers, 
reflections & readings and creating space to dwell in 

the presence of God 
St. Andrew’s Church,  Sampford Courtenay, 

Fourth Thursdays at 10 a.m. 
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Angels Hair Salon 
 

Hair in the  Square ā  01837 82430 
 

Modern Unisex Hair Salon 
 

· Official Suppliers of Tigi Hair products 
·        Modern salon with the most up to date  

· Free to join Reward Scheme 

· Cosmetics for sale at below high street prices 

· Exclusive salon hire available for private  
 

Tuesdays  -  Wednesdays  -  Thursdays  -  Fridays 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Saturdays 
Phone for Appointment 

 
11 The Square, North Tawton, EX20 2JD 

 

Taw Va l ley Dental Care 
 

56 Fore Street 
North Tawton 

EX20 2DT 
 

Telephone: 01837 880096 
 

Oral Health Accessible to All 

       

Ecomojo zero waste shop 
Bring your own containers and 

refill foods (many organic, 
cleaning products, plastic free 
toiletries, local produce and 

gifts).   
 

8 High Street, North Tawton. EX20 2HF.   
Opening hours Tuesday - Friday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
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North Tawton Cubs 
Needs New Leaders 

After nearly 50 years of combined service, 
our Cub leaders are stepping down this 
Christmas — and without new volunteers, 
our much‑loved Cub Pack may have to 
close. 

Cubs gives local children confidence, skills for life, 
outdoor adventure and a safe place to grow. We 
have fantastic equipment, great facilities and a 
supportive team ready to guide new volunteers. 

You don’t need Scouting experience — just a little 
time each week and a willingness to get involved. 
Full training and a gradual handover will be 
provided. 

If you’ve ever thought “maybe I could help”, now 
is the moment to step forward. 

Interested? Contact Paul Grainge – 
graingey952@gmail.com – 07808 170122 

 
North Tawton School Lands Charity 

 

Small Grants Available 
 
Are you finishing A‑levels, starting 
university or college, or beginning an 
apprenticeship? The North Tawton School 
Lands Charity offers small educational 
grants to young people living in the Parish 
of North Tawton. 
 
We’ve already supported many local students, and 
applications are now open for 2026. 
 
To apply, write to the Clerk with your name, age, 
address, and details of the course or 
apprenticeship you are pursuing: Clerk to the 
Trustees, North Tawton School Lands Charity, 3 
Letheren’s Meadow, North Tawton, EX20 2FQ 
 
Applications must be received before 31 July 
2026. Grants are modest and awarded at the 
discretion of the Trustees. 

COFFEE MORNING IN AID OF 
ALZHEIMERS 

NORTH TAWTON RUGBY CLUB 
SATURDAY 18th JULY 10.00am - 13.00pm 

Entrance £5 which will include your tea/coffee 
Cakes, scones, sausage rolls. 

Please come and support this worthwhile cause. 

St James' Patronal Festival 

Sunday, 26th July at 11.00am 

Dedicated to St James and with members of 
Sampford Courtenay Choir joining us in 
celebration. Do come along and enjoy this 

wonderful service! We hope you can stay for 
refreshments afterwards. 

Could You Be a  
Devon Community Driver? 
Devon Community Drivers are looking for 
volunteer drivers to help local people get to vital 
appointments, social activities and essential 
services. Just a few hours a month can make a huge 
difference to someone’s life. 

If you’re over 21, have two years’ driving 
experience and access to a car, you can volunteer 
at times that suit you. Mileage is reimbursed, and 
you choose when and where you drive. 

Volunteer driving is a wonderful way to • support 
your community • meet new people • stay active • 
give something back in a flexible way 

Interested? Register your interest at: 
www.devoncommunities.org.uk/projects/devon-
community-drivers 

Or contact Devon Communities Together: 01392 
248919 info@devoncommunities.org.uk 

Help keep Devon moving — one journey at a time. 

LOOKING FOR A CARING COMPANION? 

Then look no further. 

I am a retired registered nurse looking to help 
individuals in their own home.  

Mainly companion sitting so that their family can 
have a few hours to themselves, in the knowledge 
they will be safe. 

If this interests you, please call 
07961734078 
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      M. C. Poole Contractors       Digger hire with driver 
      Most work undertaken         General drainage & 

     Ground Work 
CITB 

              Tel: 01837 83130            Mobile: 07970 653827 
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BONDLEIGH RAINFALL 
 

Total rainfall for May was just 44.1mm making it 
another relatively dry month. Most of this rain fell 
during a few days in the middle of the month. The cold 
winds at the beginning of the month relented for a 
while to give us a 'heatwave' around the Bank Holiday 
weekend. This was not to last and summer has still not 
arrived. During the first ten days of June we have had 
over 50 mm of rain accompanied by yet more cold 
winds. 

Danny Semorad 

 

Ramblings of a North Tawton 
W.I. Member 

 
It’s here again – and husband is not happy. And 
that’s probably an understatement. And just to 
annoy him even more I’ve stuck my World Cup 
Wall Chart on a door that he will have to walk by 
several times a day. I have my World Cup Wall 
Chart pen at the ready and I will be filling in the 
scores for the next five weeks and four days [104 
matches] I have also dusted off my crush on Harry 
Kane. He looks just the same as four years ago and 
that is another thing that is annoying husband. 
Sadly, he has as much time for football as I have 
for walking around Screwfix. Or Tool Station. Or 
Machine Mart. There – that’s really going to upset 
him. 
 
There was a lot of ‘confident pivoting’ going on in 
North Tawton the other night, as well as occasional 
‘fierce and focused expressions’ – and what a 
brilliant night it was. Dame Anna Wintour really 
should have cancelled her other engagement and 
joined us at the Rugby Club, where she would have 
witnessed some of our lovely ladies gliding along 
the catwalk, as part of our  
W.I. Fashion Show, to raise funds for Hospiscare. 
Music, lights, personal dressers, a professional 
photographer and two very professional comperes – 
and a ploughman’s supper. Fabulous.  
 
And now for something completely different.  
Would you like to meet Maggie? Of course you 
would.  
 
The Story of a WI Newcomer 
“I came to Devon from the Forest of Dean, during 
the second Covid lockdown, because I was allowed 
to work from home full time and would be retiring 
at the end of October 2024. Best of all, apart from 
the beautiful scenery and the interesting weather, 
was being closer to some of our family. Once we’d 
got our bearings, we decamped a few miles deeper 
into countryside, near Sampford Courtenay. 
 

One day, two of my friends told me they were 
thinking of joining the WI, but because none of us 
were willing, or able, to drive in the dark, we were 
delighted to discover [from one of the nice ladies in 
my walking group] that there was an 
AFTERNOON WI in North Tawton, which was not 
too far away from where any of us lived. We 
decided to nosey along one Wednesday afternoon 
in November and give it a try. 
 
The moment I walked through the door we were 
greeted with such friendliness and warmth that I 
signed up immediately to become a member and 
my two friends signed up at the next meeting after 
that. 
 
Since that day I have done so many great, fun 
things and enlisted a third friend and neighbour. I 
have – in the few short months since I joined – 
done all kinds of activities; discovered lino-
printing, fabric dying, gone on a birdwatching trip 
along the Exe estuary, visited the Street Shopping 
Outlet, done a Dawn Chorus Walk on Dartmoor 
and joined a Chair Yoga group. There are so many 
things going on at our WI and recently some of us 
joined Okehampton WI on a coach trip to 
Plymouth, to see the Beryl Cook ‘Pride and Joy’ 
exhibition. And those are just the events that I 
signed up for. There are so many more trips and 
activities on offer for our members, catering for a 
vast range of interests. The most recent highlight 
was our Fashion Show which, sadly, I couldn’t 
attend –  
BUT I WILL MAKE SURE I’M AT THE NEXT 
ONE!! 
 
I never would have thought that one dark 
November day could be the beginning of something 
so good.” 
 
How lovely was that?  
Which leaves me with enough space to wish Harry 
a very successful World Cup. And to say I didn’t 
mean what I said about Screwfix. Or Tool Station. 
Or Machine Mart. Well – not much. 

- Sue Knott 
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Wall & Floor Tiling         Under Tile Heating 
Waterproof Tanking         Free Quotations 
 
Tel              Mob 07729  460746  

 

Older Property Building Surveys 
 

· Thatched or slate properties built of Cob or Stone. 
· Custom Thatched Roof Surveys. 
· Weekend "Hands on" Thatching Courses. 
 

Master Thatcher and Residential Property Surveyor 
 www.thatchedhomeinspector.co.uk                

Ring Charles on  01647 231 706 or 
07771512670 

Holland Park Farm, South Tawton, 
Okehampton, EX20 2PP 

 
WHITEGATES JOINERY 

BESPOKE JOINERY SPECIALISTS 
 

KITCHENS, STAIRS, DOORS,  
SLIDING SASH WINDOWS,  

CONSERVATION WORK 
 

FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION 
QUOTE CALL ROGER 

 
01837 847682 / 07887731197 

 
E MAIL whitegates05@yahoo.com 

 
 

Practical Wood Working Lessons Available 

Brownings Upholstery 

 

Traditional Upholsterers 

Carpet & Upholstery cleaning also  
Available 

North Tawton, Devon 
 
 

· Bespoke Upholstery Service 

· Antique furniture bought & sold 

· Carpet & Upholstery cleaning      
service  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact 
Ruth Browning 

Mobile : 07961 145866 

Email: rb.upholstery@gmail.com 

www.browningsupholstery.co.uk 
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Lend Me Your Ears 
 

This poetry column is co-ordinated by writer and actor, Arran 
Hawkins of The Bizarre Poetry Emporium in Okehampton, to 

bring you poems from local contemporary poets! 
 

If you would like to submit a poem, email Arran at 
lend.me.your.ears.2023@gmail.com.  

 

The Family Gathering 
 

I wonder what they see when they glance our way — 
a family arranged just so, 
smiles smoothed to civility, 
no storms, no shouting, 
just that taut‑mouthed shimmer of distance 
only we can feel. 
Once, you were warm against my skin — 
born of me, fed by me, 
your small hands anchoring my whole world. 
Now I stand an occasional visitor in your lives, 
watching you offer your children 
the tenderness I once gave to you. 
Somewhere between your growing up 
and my stepping out into my own life, 
the thread slipped. 
And though I reach for it still, 
we move like polite half‑strangers, 
orbiting a love we can no longer name. 
So I stand here — 
not accusing, not demanding — 
just holding the echo of what we were: 
soft‑edged memories of small bodies curled into mine, 
and the tears only I could quell, 
You grew, as children must, 
stretching beyond the borders of the life I built around you. 
And I grew too — 
into someone who wanted more 
than the narrow script I’d been handed. 
Perhaps that was the first fracture, 
or perhaps it was simply time 
doing what time always does. 
Loss is a quiet thief. 
It doesn’t slam doors; 
it just forgets to open them. 
And now I watch you 
from the doorway of your own bright, bustling worlds, 
proud and strangely peripheral, 
as if I slipped out of the frame 
while no one was looking. 

- Jan Gray 
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FOR MORE INFO PLEASE CALL MARTIN ON 07817464420  

PARISH@BTINTERNET.COM     FACEBOOK LOCAL LOGS     WWW.LOCALLOGS.NET             

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              
 
       Email:  josh@mdff.co.uk  
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The Two Moors Festival 

announces programme for October 2026 
 

The internationally- renowned chamber music festival – the 
Two Moors Festival will take place in October across 
Dartmoor from Thursday 1st October until Sunday 4th 
October and on Exmoor from Thursday 8th October until 
Sunday 11th October. This year’s Festival includes the best 
of chamber music and song, spanning six centuries of 
musical tradition, as well as talks and workshops. Eighteen 
events will be held in twelve venues ranging from Great 
Fulford to Exeter Cathedral, from East Quay, Watchet to All 
Saint’s Church, Dulverton.  
 
Since 2001, the Two Moors Festival has evolved into one of 
the most distinctive classical music festivals in the UK. It 
usually welcomes over 4,000 people to its rural venues. The 
Festival also nurtures young artists through its Young 
Musicians’ Competition and its residency programme for 
Duos at the beginning of their careers. 
  
The Festival has become a cornerstone of the South West’s 
cultural calendar. Every October for the past twenty-five 
years, venues across Devon and Somerset - from village 
halls to churches from castles to museums, from country 
houses to railway stations - have come to life with inspiring 
recitals, concerts, operas, newly commissioned works, talks, 
poetry readings, exhibitions, school workshops, 
masterclasses, and more. 
 
Highlights of this year’s Festival on Dartmoor include: 
· Haydn Salon at Great Fulford 
· Armonico Consort – surround sound choral concert 
with local schools in Exeter Cathedral 
· Noriko Ogawa, plays the piano for an ‘All Ages’ 
concert including Chopin, Elgar, Mozart and Brahms 
· Calidore Quartet play Dvořák and Mark Anthony 
Turnage’s ‘Arietta’ the UK premiere 
· Michael Collins and Noriko Ogawa play works for 
clarinet and piano by Poulenc, Debussy and Saint-Saëns 
   
And on Exmoor:  
· Songs and chamber music by Grieg, Grainger and 
world premiere of Gavin Higgins’ new song cycle with 
soprano Claire Booth, Artistic Director, Tamsin Waley-
Cohen (violin) and Christopher Glynn (piano) 
· Rachel Podger and Lucie Horsch, baroque violin and 
recorder artists join forces to play duos by Bach and 
Telemann 
· Tamsin Waley-Cohen (violin) and Claire Booth 
(soprano) perform Kurtag’s seminal song cycle by 
candlelight 
· She’Koyokh – an exciting seven piece ensembles play 
klezmer and traditional music from the Balkans, Turkey and 
beyond. 
· Festival Finale – Steven Osborne plays Beethoven’s 
Diabelli variations as well as works by Schumann, Satie and 
Ravel 
 
Tickets will be available to the general public on Monday 
13th July  at www.twomoorsfestival.co.uk or tickets may be 
booked directly by telephone on +44 (0)1772 439 062 
Monday to Friday, 9am – 1pm. 

 
 

Floral Festival   
Of  Hymns   

Saturday 4th July & 
Sunday 5th July  
11 am until 4pm   
St Andrews Church 

Sampford Courtenay   
To raise money for the Church 

& Flower Club 
Suggested donation £5, 

children free.   
Bug hunt for children  

Tea, coffee & 
cake available 
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^ This month’s colouring in page is a lino print 
by North Tawton artist Ruth Helen Smith. 
Currently, a mini exhibition of Ruth’s lino prints 
and etchings (including this one) are being 
displayed at ‘The Bizarre Poetry Emporium’, in 
Okehampton. Read about it here > 

“North Tawton W.I. 
CraŌ and Produce Show” 

Saturday 5th September 12 – 4pm 

Why not pop in to North Tawton Town Hall 
and enjoy tea and cake whilst  

looking at the entries? 

Looking forward to seeing you! 

The British Legion will be holding their  
Produce, Flower & Vegetable Show 

Saturday 22nd August  
in the Town Hall. 

Entry forms will be available from the  

Post Office from 30th June.  
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THE ART BOX – July 2026 
With Ruth Smith Gallery and Red Mud Arts. If you would like to contribute a 
review or reflection, please send to Ruth at ruth@ruthsmithgallery.co.uk 

Red Mud Arts dates for your diary: 
 

Open Mic Night: Second Wednesday of the month, music from 7.30, Copper Key. Contact Wez via the Facebook group. 
Portrait Sessions: Third Saturday of the month, 10am-1pm at the Community Centre. Email shelley@shelleysaxonunmasked.co.uk. 
Life Drawing: Last Tuesday of the month, 7-9pm at the Community Centre, North Tawton. Email ruth.helen.smith@outlook.com. 
Creative Kin: Morning drawing group 10-12 on the second Monday of the month. Email hello@emmelinewebb.com 
Artists’ Critique Group: Second Tuesday of the month, 7-9pm in North Tawton. Email ruth.helen.smith@outlook.com. 
Join our mailing list to hear about upcoming gatherings, talks and workshops at redmudarts@gmail.com 

Arran R Hawkins, Red Mud 
Arts collaborator & host of the 
Lend Me Your Ears poetry 
spoken word events (and newly 
the curator of the poetry section 
of this very magazine), has 
finally fulfilled a life-long 
dream to open his very own pre
-loved bookstore.  

The Bizarre Poetry Emporium 
opened its doors on the 6th 
June at 3 East Street, 
Okehampton.  

And it’s not only books inside! 
The emporium also houses 
DVDs, CDs, Vinyl, gifts and 
collectibles, as well as having a 
gallery wall for local artists to 
sell their original artworks. 
Arran is exhibiting his original 
collage work, and the first 
featured local artist is North 

Tawton artist, Ruth Helen 
Smith, with a new series of lino
-prints and etchings. 

The Bizarre Poetry Emporium 
is open 5 days a week Tuesday 
to Saturday 10:30-4:30. We’d 
love to invite you in to browse 
the many various books, from 
paperback and hardback fiction, 
to Art and design books, from 
Travel and Science & nature, to 
antique rarities, history, sport 
and everything in between! 

Lend Me Your Ears will be 
back too, as well as more 
events such as book-signings, 
book clubs, comedy nights and 
more… All in collaboration 
with The Bizarre Poetry 
Emporium. 

- Arran R Hawkins 

 
 
 
 

The Den Brook Community Fund invites 
local Charities, Community Groups and 

Not-for-Profit organisation’s based within 
the five parishes below to apply for 

grants which can be used to contribute 
towards funding for new Capital Pro-

jects.  

The deadline for receipt of applications for this 
“round” of funding is 31st July 2026 and as a 
guide, it is envisaged that about £123,000 will be 
available for the 2026-27 financial years’ alloca-
tions. As a guide, the amounts available to each 
parish are likely to be –   

Bow - £44,600  

North Tawton - £38,600  

South Tawton - £22,400  

Spreyton - £8,400  

Zeal Monachorum  - £9,000  

An “Easy Guide”, Full Terms and Conditions and 
the new Application Form are available by e-mail 
only from denbrookcommunityfund@gmail.com   

Applications using on old versions of the form 
will no longer be accepted. 

________________________________________ 

The Den Brook Community Fund is administered 
by representatives of Bow, North Tawton, South 
Tawton, Spreyton, & Zeal Monachorum Town and 
Parish Councils. 

 Den Brook 

 Community 

 Fund 
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NORTH TAWTON 

RUGBY 
FOOTBALL CLUB 

The Clubhouse is  
available to HIRE for  

PRIVATE FUNCTIONS
Competitive Rates 

Ample Parking 
Now with free wifi  

 

  ALL EVENTS CATERED FOR 
 

 Call  
 SARAH on     7      

North Tawton Bowling Club 
All welcome. All you need are flat shoes. During the 

summer we have informal sessions where we practice or 
roll up on Monday evenings from 6.00 pm. Some taster 

sessions and tuition can also be arranged. 

For further information please visit our website 
www.northtawtonbc.co.uk or call John Kinsey on 

07707 20807136 

Badminton Club 
North Tawton Town Hall 

All levels 
Beginners welcome 

Ring Andrew on 
07950373103 

 
 

 
 
 

The Armed Forces Veterans 
Breakfast Club  

meets on the third Saturday of the month at The Copper Key, 
Fore Street, North Tawton, For 10 a.m. 

We are open to all Armed Forces and Reservist Veterans of 
all three Services. 

For more information contact Ian on 07879 881159 
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BROADBURY LANDCARE 
 

All aspects of Garden Maintenance  
and Landscaping 

 
Andrew Barton 07532 216216 

 
Fully Qualified Fully Insured 

Free Estimates 

 
 
 
 
 

Dedicated teams of farm and companion animal vets. 
North Tawton        01837 82327 

  Okehampton          01837 658777 
  Hatherleigh          01837 810455 

www.northparkvets.co.uk 
      Farm: Emergency, routine, herd health, small holders. 

Pets: Vaccinations, neutering, nurse clinics, x-ray and operation 
facilities in all surgeries. 

 

PURE GREEN RURAL SERVICES 
 

All aspects of fencing undertaken 
Hedgelaying  

Dry stone walling 
No job too small 

Please Call Ed 07956 026511 
Puregreenruralservices@hotmail.co.uk  
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Exbourne, Sampford Courtenay, 
and Jacobstowe WI   
At our June meeting we welcomed the return of Ben 
May from the Devonshire Farm at Lower Upcott, 
Hatherleigh, who runs woodland crafts, makes rustic 
furniture and timber sculptures.  

We have previously visited Ben at his working farm 
and saw how he put his beautiful gentle Shire horses to 
work. 

So, he came along to our meeting, to share his skills 
and experience, bringing along some coppiced Hazel, 
and a 3ft Hurdle. 

Ben talked passionately how for several years he made 
his living in the art of traditional Charcoal making, an 
ancient craft giving a high quality and high value 
product from a low value and low quality timber. 
Explaining how to stack the correct size of wood, light 
the wood and control the oxygen, and change the 
chimneys every 6 hours, before the smoke burns the 
correct colour. A very dirty job! 

He then went on to show us the skill of hurdle making, 
how to take a billhook and split an individual stick of 
hazel and then to weave and twist the wood into the 
frame of the hurdle.  All of this looked like very hard 
work and not sure how many of the WI ladies were 
ready to put it into practice. Think we will still be 
buying our charcoal in bags and purchasing our ready-
made hurdles. 

Our competition of a decorated twig was jointly won 
by Rosemary and Vera, with the flower of the month 
being won by Shirley and Doris. 

A Watch Party was held for several ladies to join the 
virtual National Federation of Women’s Institutes 
Annual meeting. 

We decorated a Bra for the WI Devon County Show, 
have flowers growing in our pocket meadow to 
encourage pollination, and are looking forward to 
visiting the Festival of Roses at RHS Rosemoor.   

Please come along to Exbourne and see if the WI is for 
you - contact 07971413997. 

 

 Sampford Courtenay Flower Club 
 

Second Monday each month 
2.30pm in Sampford Courtenay 

Village Hall 
 

14th July 2026 
Tracy Johnson 
Artistic License 
 

For more information contact the Chair,  
Anne Gordon on 07824 549086. 
devonandcornwallfloralart@gmail.com 
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Graph sourced by Noah Smith 
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NORTH TAWTON TOWN COUNCIL 
Town Clerk:  Caroline Ellis 

14A The Square, North Tawton, EX20 2EP - 01837 880121 
townclerk@northtawtontowncouncil.gov.uk - deputyclerk@northtawtontowncouncil.gov.uk 

The office is open Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, 10.30 a.m.– 1.30 p.m. 

Green Spaces 
As summer approaches our thoughts often turn to 
heading outside. Here at the Town Council, we have 
been working on improving and promoting our 
outside spaces. Perhaps our largest outside space is 
the Memorial Park, known by all the town for its 
sports pitch, play equipment and skateboard track. 
Arrangements are in place to replace the swings, so 
do look out for these over the summer months 
ahead.  

In addition to our park, we also have the Diana 
Memorial Garden at the opposite end of the town. 
We have taken note that many of the residents in 
town have not been aware of this garden or have not 
realised where it is. Located by the bridge on Fore 
Street, on the right-hand side as you head away from 
North Tawton. This little garden brings a quiet space 
by the river to stop and reflect, or to sit and listen to 
the sound of the Taw River flowing past, or to have 
picnics. There is information on a notice board about 
the varied species of plants and animals you might 
see whilst visiting and will also give visitors a health 
boost that we know being around nature does. We 
are also looking for spaces to sow wildflower mixes. 
These spaces will be beneficial to our insect and 
pollinator populations, and the Diana Garden will be 
the first of these spaces to benefit from increasing the 
number of wildflowers.  

There are several other green spaces around the 
town, such as the network of footpaths we have, and 
the cemetery. We seek to promote the use of all these 
spaces and to encourage ideas to support wildlife. 
The Town Council are considering the adoption of a 
new tree policy and biodiversity policy, which would 
ensure the continuation of this work. Footpaths 
encourage exploring the local area, and the health 
benefits of walking are well known, while the 
cemetery provides a lovely space for quiet reflection 
for those who want to spend time in remembrance.  

We have been encouraged by the number of 
residents contacting us regarding volunteering to 
remove weeds from various sites within the town. 
This has been positive and shows the pride that many 
have on the town and its community. At the end of 
last year, the Town Council voted to establish a 
volunteer group to help with matters such as this, and 
we look forward to looking for new ways to continue 
to connect and maintain contacts with the 
community. We would like to thank all those 

residents who have already volunteered. If you are 
interested in joining the volunteer team to help with 
projects in the future, then please do contact us on 
the details below.  

There are also a number of gardening books in our 
Book Swap, which saw its first anniversary in June 
and we have been impressed by the number of books 
we have been given, some of which are available 
each month at the Repair Café on the second 
Saturday of the month. Another anniversary to note 
is the new Facebook Page. This has been a way of 
notifying the town of Council business. We would 
also like to thank those of you who contribute to our 
Photo of the Week, which mostly depicts the lovely 
scenery and countryside around the town which we 
are all keen to work together to maintain and 
support.  

Step outside and see where summer it takes you!  

Please do come and ask questions, use the Book 
Swap and find out more about the Town Council and 
our outside spaces. We look forward to seeing you. 
The Full Council Meetings are held on the first 
Tuesday of every month, usually at 7.30 pm. Office 
Opening Hours: Monday to Wednesday 10.30-1.30, 
with both the Clerk and Deputy Clerk working in the 
office outside of these hours.  

Telephone: 01837 880121  

Caroline Ellis, Town Clerk:  

 townclerk@northtawtontowncouncil.gov.uk 

Hannah Bruni, Deputy Clerk: 

 deputyclerk@northtawtontowncouncil.gov.uk 

Colin Lee, Chair: 

 colin.lee@northtawtontowncouncil.gov.uk  

The Town Council Office is open Monday, Tuesday 
and Wednesday between 10.30-1.30, although we are 
in the office outside of these times for email contact 
on townclerk@northtawtontowncoucnil.gov.uk and 
deputyclerk@northtawtontowncouncil.gov.uk The 
Facebook Page is North Tawton Town Council, and 
website is at http://
www.northtawtontowncouncil.gov.uk 

Wishing you all a lovely Springtime!  
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NORTH TAWTON TOWN  
Chairperson: Tony Jelley 07969577719 

Secretary/Booking Sec.: Lin Ford 07821472495 

 

North Tawton Community Centre 
Barton Street 

Call Mark: 01837 82608 

 
 

North Tawton Repair Café  
 

We are also now able to offer repairs to computers and to 
bikes. Bikes must be booked in – please drop us a message on 
Facebook, or call Ruth 01837 82207. 
 

Second Saturday of the month 
 

At the Community Centre, Barton Street, North Tawton, 
EX20 2HN. 
 

For more information go to https://fb.me/NTRepairCafe  

North Tawton Library of Things 
 

Join for £5 a year and borrow any of the items we 
have in the library for free.  
 

Open 5.30-6.30 Thursdays in the Chapel of Rest. 
 

You can join online or with a paper form (available in 
the Post Office).  
 

www.northtawtonlibraryofthings.myturn.com/library/ 

 

Devon Sensory Outreach Service   
NORTH TAWTON COMMUNITY CENTRE 

   Free, confidential and impartial service for people with 
hearing and or/visual impairment provided by the Sensory 

Team, Devon County Council. 

Available on the third Thursday of each month in North 
Tawton Community Centre, Barton Street. 

 10.30 a.m. and 12 noon. 

For further information contact:  
Care Direct 0345 155 1007 or 07966 596881 

Quakers 
Ockment Centre, North St., Okehampton, EX20 1AR 

10.30 - 11.30 on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month  
01837 55805 -  okehampton.quakermeeting.org  

 

Orthodox Church 
Devon Parish of Holy Prophet Elias 

For details of services contact 
Celia or Martin Olsson (01837 82796)  



 

ROUNDABOUT  Page 26 

ROUNDABOUT DEADLINE:  

Community News, Articles, and Events are pub-
lished free of charge, and must  be received by Ruth 
Smith by the 15th of the month before publication at:  
editor@northtawtonroundabout.com 

 

For prices and invoicing of Commercial Advertise-
ments, please contact Simon Williams at: 
adverts@northtawtonroundabout.com  

  

The Whiddon Mission Community 
 

North Tawton, Bondleigh, Sampford Courtenay, Honeychurch  
Chagford, Crockernwell, Drewsteignton, Gidleigh, Hittisleigh, Murchington,  

South Tawton, South Zeal, Spreyton, Throwleigh, Whiddon Down. 

TEAM VICAR: North Tawton   Rev’d. Dr. David Spence   (01837 89243)      revdspence@gmail.com 
TEAM RECTOR: Chagford   Bishop Nick McKinnel          nick.mckinnel@gmail.com 
ASSISTANT MINISTERS:    Rev’d. Rita Bullworthy (01837 89168) ritabullworthy@yahoo.co.uk 
           Rev’d Joe Moesel (07470 297287)      jsmoesel@outlook.com  

 

CURATE: Chagford    Rev’d.  Dr. Harriet Every (01647 432402)  
PARISH WORKER: North Tawton  Mr. Wesley Cutler  (07540 127827)   wesleycutler@hotmail.co.uk 
 

 
St. Peter’s  North Tawton         Mr. Paul Andrews      (01837 82648)      
St. James’s Bondleigh                       Mr. Danny Semorad  (07814 877151)   Mr. Graham Stokes   (01837 82240)                                                                            
St. Andrew’s Sampford Courtenay   Mr. Rory Robinson    (07811 324154)         
St. Mary’s Honeychurch                   Mr. Ray Squire          (01837 851627)    Mr. Richard Weeks (07790 636920) 
 

Church web page address: www.stpetersnorthtawton.org.uk/ 
Facebook:     www.facebook.com/stpetersnorthtawton/ 

 

Services at St. Andrew’s Church 
S a m p f o rd C o u r t e n ay 

 

5th July  9.30am Morning Worship 
12th July  9.30am  Communion 
19th July  6pm   Choral Evensong 
26th July  -          No Service 

 

Services for St. Peter’s Church 
currently at North Tawton Primary School 

 

5th July        -             No Service 
12th July      11am     Informal Communion 
19th July      11am     Family Service 
26th July      9.30am  Toast Church 
                      11am     Traditional Communion 
28th July      12pm     Midweek Communion                       

 

Services at St. James’s Church 
B o n d l e i g h 

 
 

5th July        9.30am   Communion 
19th July      9.30am   Communion 
26th July      11am      Patronal Festival 

 

Services at St. Mary’s Church 
H o n eyc h u rc h 

 

5th July 3pm   Evensong/Communion 

 

North Street Chapel Sundays  
 

5th July - 11am Special Service Lee Friend 
12th July - 11am Breaking of Bread 

19th July - 3pm Tea & Praise—Ian Finch 
26th July - 11am Breaking of Bread 

 

Please contact Richard for further details 07835033062 

 

The Benefice Choir 

Available to sing at 

WEDDINGS ā BAPTISMS ā FUNERALS 

   Roger Cleverdon   01837 810320 

Church Flowers & Brass 
Honeychurch 
July    Karen Squire 

Bondleigh 
28th June & 5th July  Jane Semorad 
12th & 19th July  Sonia Rix 
26th July & 2nd August Julie Wilson 

From the Registers 
 

Weddings  16th May  -  Matthew McIlwraith and Carla Zapanta  -  St Andrew’s Sampford Courtenay 
   30th May  -  David Weeks and Ann Horton  -  St Andrew’s Sampford Courtenay 
 

Baptism  24th May  -  Phoebe Gower  -  St James’ Bondleigh 
 

Funeral  21st May  -  Ralph Goundry  -  St Andrew’s Sampford Courtenay 
   28th May  -  Rosemary Davies  -  Exeter and Devon Crematorium (North Tawton) 
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WINDOWS-DOORS-CONSERVATORIES-JOINERY 

(Covering the whole of Devon) 

HIGH QUALITY PRODUCTS BACKED UP BY OVER 25 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE HELPING CUSTOMERS TO IMPROVE THEIR 

HOMES 

Why not give them a call to see what they can do for you 
and your property........ 

01837 54019 or enquiries@okehamptonglass.com 

www.okehamptonglass.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 For experienced, 

local advice you can trust 
T. 01837 52379 
www.peterslaw.co.uk 
Bideford Bude Holsworthy Okehampton 

1 West Street, Okehampton  
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