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C. J. Steer & Sons Ltd 
Funeral Directors 

Est 1969 
 

24 hour Service  
All Facilities 

 
Homefield, Station Road, Bow 

 

Tel: 01363 82414       Mobile: 07785 540248 

 

 
 

NICHOLS NYMET HOUSE 

 
MANOR HOUSE BED AND BREAKFAST  

& SELF CATERING COTTAGES  
www.devonbedandbreakfast.co.uk  

email mandpgoodman@outlook.com 

Tel 01837 82626 
 

For all your accommodation requirements –  
When family and friends come to stay use us as guest rooms. 

 Peaceful location 1.5 miles from North Tawton 
WITH WONDERFUL VIEWS 

We offer three large bedrooms all with  
en-suite bathrooms including a family suite  

for up to 5.  
Full English Breakfast using finest produce. 

Rates from £62.50 per person per night –  
Children half price. 

 
Also we can offer Self Catering Cottages available on a 

weekly basis. 
Please see our Trip advisor reviews and Facebook pages. 

 
Weirford House 

in picturesque Sampford Courtenay 
 

Well equipped Garden Barn for self-catering  
or bed and breakfast 

 
Avril Flanagan - 01837 89132 

 
5* ratings on Google.      See our website for details 

 

www.weirfordhouse.co.uk          avril@weirfordhouse.co.uk 

“Roundabout” is printed by Hedgerow Print 
Crediton EX17 1DN 

 

Sampford Courtenay Parish Website: 
 

http://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/ 
 

The website is managed by Julie Carpenter who 
can be contacted on  

 
juliec2911@hotmail.co.uk 

or  
admin@sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk 

or by phone: 
07866 605184 

North Tawton Website: 
www.northtawton.org 

http://www.devonbedandbreakfast.co.uk/
mailto:mandpgoodman@outlook.com
http://www.weirfordhouse.co.uk
http://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/
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From The Rectory  

You care for the land and water it;  
    you enrich it abundantly.  
The streams of God are filled with water  
    to provide the people with grain,  
    for so you have ordained it.  
You drench its furrows and level its ridges;  
    you soften it with showers and bless its crops.  
You crown the year with your bounty,  
    and your carts overflow with abundance.  
The grasslands of the wilderness overflow;  
    the hills are clothed with gladness.  
The meadows are covered with flocks  
    and the valleys are mantled with grain;  
    they shout for joy and sing. (Psalm 65:9-13) 

It’s the season of our annual harvest festivals.  This 
year it’s been an early harvest; even as I write in early 
September, combining is finished in England and 
Wales.  Yields are down too.  All due to such a hot 
and dry summer.  When combined with the 
onslaught of blue tongue in the Southwest, TB and 
high fertilizer and fuel prices, it’s certainly a 
difficult year for our farmers.  Quite the opposite 
to the picture of abundance in Psalm 65. 

But Psalm 65 is also a prayer for the next 
harvest.  Technically, the last few lines could be 
translated from the Hebrew as either a description 
or a request – they mean both at the same 
time.  Thankfulness for what we have and a prayer 
that God provides an abundant harvest next 
year.  That’s my harvest prayer this year.  Thank 
you, God, for what the land has yielded this year 
and please, please may you bless us with plenty 
next year.  To be honest, it’s a great attitude to 
have in every walk of life, 
particularly in our personal 
situations.  To recognise the 
good we have with 
thankfulness and then ask 
God to supply our needs, 
recognising that every good 
gift comes from him. 

Join us for… 

Alpha:  The Alpha course 
seeks to create a space there 
people can have a 
conversation about faith, life 
and God – whoever they are 
and whatever they believe 
(see alpha.org).  We are 
running our next course over 
eight Thursdays in October 
and November (with a break 
for half term), starting at 7-
9pm on Thursday 1st October 
in St Peter’s Church.   We 
will share a meal, watch a 
video, and have times for 

discussion.  There is no cost or pressure.  For more 
information or to register please to contact David at 
david@stpetersnorthtawton.org.uk.   Everyone is 
welcome! 

Reopening weekend: We are planning to have a 
‘reopening weekend’ for St Peter’s Church building on 
the 10th and 11th October when Bishop James will be 
joining us to re-dedicate the church building (see advert 
elsewhere in the Roundabout).  This will include times 
when anyone can come and have a good look 
around.  Either on the Saturday afternoon or between 
the service and concert on the Sunday.  We hope you 
will join us. 

- David Spence 

http://alpha.org
mailto:david@stpetersnorthtawton.org.uk
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House Building ∙ Extensions ∙ Conservatories 
Barn Conversion · Brick, Block, Stone Work 
Driveway Paviours ∙ Rendering, Plastering ∙  

Patios Wall & Floor Tiling ∙  
Wood Work all fixings  

 

IAN RICE Builder 
Sunnyridge, Moor View, North  

Devon EX20 2HW 
Mob: 0 7 9 6 7 4 1 8 1 1 0 

ipricebuilding@gmail.com 

Kevin 

     Osborne 
   Aerials & Satellite 
   City & Guilds NVQ 
 

0 1 3 6 3 7 7 7 1 9 0     0 7 8 4 1 6 4 4 3 9  5 

Aerial Upgrades ∙ All aspects of Installation and 
Discreet Installation ∙ Extra TV Points ∙ Existing Aerial 

Satellite Problems Resolved ∙ DAB Radio  
Free Advice ∙ Free Quotation Service ∙ Free Signal  

SM Plumbing & Heating 

Stuart  
 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 
 

Contact me on 
 

07738 759606  or  01837 880067 
 

No.519960     stuartmoffat2@h otmail.com 
 

4, Park Houses, North Tawton, EX20 2DX 

 

FORE STREET GARAGE 
( Proprietor: Kevin Hodge) 
Fore Street, North Tawton 

Tel: 01837 82006 

M.O.T. TESTING STATION 
Servicing and Repairs to all makes and models 

Competitive Rates            Fully Qualified Mechanic 
GoodGarageScheme.com 

( Registered Member ) 

KEVIN RICE 
FULLY QUALIFIED BUILDER & DECORATOR 

With 40 years experience in and around  

North Tawton. 

 
All aspects of building work from small repairs to 

new builds undertaken by a local tradesman who 
cares about quality and personal service. 

Contact Kevin 

Mobile:  07749 674357       

 

Tel: 01837 82271           W J Morris & Sons 

                     

 ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS & CON-
TRACTORS 

Established 1953 
 

                     Timber Yard, Sampford Courtenay 
                                    Okehampton EX20 2TB 

 
FARM, DOMESTIC & INDUSTRIAL INSTALLATIONS,  
EMERGENCY LIGHTING, FIRE & SECURITY ALARMS  

mailto:stuartmoffat2@hotmail.com
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Roundabout 
 

 is published for the community on  
behalf of the four parish churches of North Tawton,  
Sampford Courtenay, Bondleigh and Honeychurch. 

 

Opinions expressed by contributors are their own and 
are not necessarily endorsed by the Church,  

by the PCC, by members of the four churches, or by the 
Editor. 

 

Contributions should be sent by email to Ruth Smith at 
editor@northtawtonroundabout.com or at  

The Pottery, 5 The Square, North Tawton, EX20 2ER 
by the 15th of the month before publication is required.  

 

New advertisers are always welcome. 
Advertisements can be arranged for shorter  
periods than one year or for single editions. 

For advertising enquiries contact Simon Williams at 
adverts@northtawtonroundabout.com  

 

See us online on www.northtawtonroundabout.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 
North Tawton 
 Ken Bragg    01363 530673 
 Jackie Tye              01837 880479 
  
Sampford Courtenay/Honeychurch   
 Rory Robinson   07811 324154  
 Lynn Robinson   07966 477465 
 
Bondleigh  
 Danny Semorad   07814 877151  
 Lin Warre    01837  82089 

 Tuesday Chat 
 

Coffee, Cake and Company! 
 

St Peter’s Church 
 

Drop in for a friendly chat and coffee anytime 
between 10.30 a.m. –12 noon 

 

2nd & 4th Tuesday of the month: 

For more information contact Jo Fear (01837 82553) 

 

Contributors: Please Note, 
For submissions, contact Ruth at:  

editor@northtawtonroundabout.com  

And for advert pricing & invoicing, contact Simon at: 

adverts@northtawtonroundabout.com 

And the deadline is the 15th of the month prior to 
publishing. 

Midweek Communion 
St Peter’s North Tawton 
12pm — 27th October 2026 

 

Please do join us for a traditional said communion 
service from the Prayer Book.  

Be Still 
A short informal monthly service of themed prayers, 
reflections & readings and creating space to dwell in 

the presence of God 
 

St. Andrew’s Church,  Sampford Courtenay, 
Fourth Thursdays at 10 a.m. 

 

Bible Study at North Street Chapel 

Wednesday evenings 6:30 pm 

Coffee, Chat and prayer 

2nd and 4th Fridays of the month at 3pm. 

If you would like a drink prior to study 
time, please arrive earlier and make one for 

yourself and chat with others. 

Help needed  
for Roundabout Deliveries in 

Sampford Courtenay  

Could anyone be a backup person for sorting the 
Sampford Courtenay Roundabouts into delivery rounds 

and delivering them to the three distribution points.   
If you could help please contact David on 01837 89243  

or david@stpetersnorthtawton.org.uk 
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Angels Hair Salon 
 

Hair in the  Square ·  01837 82430 
 

Modern Unisex Hair Salon 
 

• Official Suppliers of Tigi Hair products 
•        Modern salon with the most up to date  

• Free to join Reward Scheme 

• Cosmetics for sale at below high street prices 

• Exclusive salon hire available for private  
 

Tuesdays  -  Wednesdays  -  Thursdays  -  Fridays 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Saturdays 
Phone for Appointment 

 

11 The Square, North Tawton, EX20 2JD 

 

Taw Va l ley Dental Care 
 

56 Fore Street 
North Tawton 

EX20 2DT 
 

Telephone: 01837 880096 
 

Oral Health Accessible to All 

       

Ecomojo zero waste shop 

Bring your own containers and 
refill foods (many organic, 

cleaning products, plastic free 
toiletries, local produce and 

gifts).   
 

8 High Street, North Tawton. EX20 2HF.   

Opening hours Tuesday - Friday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.  
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Knit and Natter evenings 

+ other crafts welcome 
Bring a craft of your choice and share a relaxed evening 

Cuppa included - All welcome 
Held at North Street Chapel 6.30-9pm 

5th & 19th October 
 

For more information contact 
Charlotte Sampson 07706942901 
Charlotte.sampson22@gmail.com 

 

Suggested donation for each evening - £2  

 

Devon Sensory Outreach Service   
NORTH TAWTON COMMUNITY CENTRE 

   Free, confidential and impartial service for people 
with hearing and or/visual impairment provided by the 

Sensory Team, Devon County Council. 

Available on the third Thursday of each month in 
North Tawton Community Centre, Barton Street. 

 10.30 a.m. and 12 noon. 

For further information contact:  

Care Direct 0345 155 1007 or 07966 596881 

 

 Sampford Courtenay Flower Club 
 

2.30pm second Monday each month 
Sampford Courtenay Village Hall 

 

12th October 
AGM 

Fiona Hammond—Demo 
Hotch Potch (Imposed) 

 

For more information contact the Chair,  
Anne Gordon on 07824 549086. 

devonandcornwallfloralart@gmail.com 

Garden Christmas Sale  
Saturday 17th October 

at Church Cottage,5 Exeter Street  
from 10am - 12.30pm,  

tea & coffee also available.  
The Guides have been given boxes of Christmas 

decorations, crackers, ornaments etc and will have them 
for sale in the garden. 

Proceeds for Guide funds.  
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      M. C. Poole Contractors       Digger hire with driver 

      Most work undertaken         General drainage & 

     Ground Work 

CITB 

              Tel: 01837 83130            Mobile: 07970 653827 
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BONDLEIGH 
RAINFALL 

 

Well, as I predicted last month we 
have seen a significant change in 
August. The brown fields have turned 
green again. The rainfall for August 
was 42.1mm compared to 35.8mm 
last year. This is probably more rain 
than we thought we had had, but most 
of it fell during the night leaving fine 
weather during the day. An ideal 
situation I think. However not enough 
rain to make the streams run again, so 
we are still very dry.  

 

Danny Semorad 

Ramblings of a North Tawton W.I. Member 

Having Rear Admiral Chris Snow CBE, DL [the Vice Lord - 
Lieutenant of Devon] in the room for our September 
meeting - smartly dressed in naval uniform -  got me 
thinking. Apart from my school uniform, I’ve worn a few 
different uniforms along the way. But there is one that 
brings back some ‘interesting’ memories. In the late 1980’s I 
decided to join the Territorial Army [no sniggering please] - 
and that meant collecting a kit bag of uniform from the 
Quartermaster’s store. Standing in front of the mirror 
dressed in ‘combat high’ boots, green trousers, shirt, jumper 
and topped off with a beret was a bit of a moment. 
Especially as the beret had been ‘moulded’ into the perfect 
fit for my head. A process involving water and careful 
shaping and drying - mustn’t over shrink the wool, don’t 
want to look daft on the parade ground. And that’s another 
thing - why is it that when you’re nervous you genuinely 
cannot remember your left from your right. There you are, 
having just performed a brisk, crisp, left turn - only to find 
that you didn’t. And you are eyeballing your friend who is 
trying to discretely mutter from the corner of their mouth 
‘other way’. I could go on - but I’d rather tell you a bit about 
our wonderful speaker. 

Chris lives in West Devon and had a 35 year career in the 
Royal Navy -  he has held the position of Vice Lord - 
Lieutenant since May 2024. The Lieutenancy is the link 
between the Monarch and the Counties and the Lord - 
Lieutenant is His Majesties personal representative in the 
County. The position in Devon was created in 1549 and at 
that time the role included collecting loans, helping to run 
the militia, watching out for activities that could be deemed 
as treasonous and supervising military personnel. Today, the 
appointments are selected and made by the Crown on the 
advice of the Prime Minister. The positions are voluntary 
and unpaid and continue until the age of 75. 

The work of the Lieutenancy involves promoting Devon 
communities, culture, services, heritage, business and 
charitable success whilst also drawing attention to those 
addressing challenges and problems in the County. It also 
has a role in supporting the three Services and, in particular, 
the Reserve forces and cadets.  

Another priority for the Lieutenancy is to put bids in to the 
Royal Household for County visits - once booked the Office 
will arrange a programme, check security and perform a ‘run 

through’ a couple of weeks before the visit. The Lieutenancy 
Office also presents medals and awards on behalf of The 
King and this includes Honours and Awards, The King’s 
Award for Enterprise and The King’s Award for Voluntary 
Service. At this point Chris reminded his audience that it is 
up to us -  the public, to nominate local folk for honours and 
to nominate local people for an invitation to Royal Garden 
Parties - and this can all be done via the Lord - Lieutenancy 
website. 

To complete the picture Chris told us a little about David 
Fursdon, the Lord - Lieutenant of Devon, and, interestingly, 
there are currently 50 Deputies across Devon - who have all 
been carefully selected based on their wide variety of skills 
and differing backgrounds including healthcare, tourism, 
and the legal profession. Plenty of questions at the end - a 
sure sign that we have been truly entertained by a 
fascinating speaker. 

Our recent Bat walk proved to be everything we hoped for. 
And a bit more. Ruth, our local bat expert, packed the 
evening with masses of information and when she handed 
out the bat detectors you could have heard a bat squeak. In 
fact we did. There was a lot of bat squeaking, chirping and 
chittering. Here’s a little batty fact for you. Did you know 
that a bat can live for up to 30 years? 

And finally. There’s no two ways about it. He has been 
worried. The furrow in his brow has got deeper with every 
heatwave that hit us. At times it looked so deep you could 
have planted seed spuds in it. And it was those seed spuds 
causing all that worry. I can tell that you are almost as 
worried as husband. But worry no more. Not sure how they 
managed to grow with barely a drop of rain but they are 
there. Lurking quietly. Waiting to be baked, roasted and 
chipped. And dauphinoised if you want to go all fancy. 
Can’t say the same for the runner beans. Or the French 
version. Disaster. No room left to talk about them.  

 I’m off to Hasselback some spuds for tea.         - Sue Knott 

Badminton Club 
North Tawton Town Hall 

All levels—Beginners welcome 
Ring Andrew on 

07950373103 
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Wall & Floor Tiling         Under Tile Heating 

Waterproof Tanking         Free Quotations 
 
Tel              Mob 07729  460746  

 

Older Property Building Surveys 
 

• Thatched or slate properties built of Cob or Stone. 

• Custom Thatched Roof Surveys. 

• Weekend "Hands on" Thatching Courses. 
 

Master Thatcher and Residential Property Surveyor 
 www.thatchedhomeinspector.co.uk                

Ring Charles on  01647 231 706 or 
07771512670 

Holland Park Farm, South Tawton, 
Okehampton, EX20 2PP 

 

WHITEGATES JOINERY 
BESPOKE JOINERY SPECIALISTS 

 
KITCHENS, STAIRS, DOORS,  
SLIDING SASH WINDOWS,  

CONSERVATION WORK 
 

FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION 
QUOTE CALL ROGER 

 

01837 847682 / 07887731197 
 

E MAIL whitegates05@yahoo.com 
 
 

Practical Wood Working Lessons Available 

Brownings Upholstery 

 

Traditional Upholsterers 

Carpet & Upholstery cleaning also  
Available 

North Tawton, Devon 
 
 

• Bespoke Upholstery Service 

• Antique furniture bought & sold 

• Carpet & Upholstery cleaning      
service  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact 
Ruth Browning 

Mobile : 07961 145866 

Email: rb.upholstery@gmail.com 

www.browningsupholstery.co.uk 
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BOW & DISTRICT 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY  

 

Alan Endacott 
 

Speaker Alan Endacott who will cover how he found 
Sittaford Stone Circle in 2007 and more recently, 

unearthed two more stone circles near Taw Marsh, 
Belstone, and carried out excavations on them in 

2024; his theory of a “sacred ring” of stone circles 
around the central uplands of northern Dartmoor 
which challenges previous understandings of the 

Dartmoor circles as isolated monuments.  
7.15 for 7.30pm Monday 26 October 

 
 
 

Bow Village Hall, EX17 6HU  
Everyone welcome: Visitors £5 

Annual Membership £15. 
Enquiries 01363 82468 

OKEHAMPTON AND DISTRICT 
LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY TALK 

‘The History of Okehampton Golf 

Club’  by Adam Cook 

Wednesday 14th October 

Ockment Centre, Okehampton 7.30 pm 

All Welcome. Visitors £4.00. 

HONEYCHURCH CHURCH 
 

An illustrated talk about this ancient jewel. 
  

Saturday 24th October at 7pm, at Sampford Cour-
tenay Village Hall, includes Ploughman's Supper. 

Speakers: Sue Andrew and Mike Kelly. 
 

Sue Andrew has long been interested in our parish 
churches. She completed a thesis on 'Late Medieval 
Roof Bosses in the Churches of Devon' at Plymouth 
University in 2011 - a project which involved visiting 
hundreds of church buildings in Devon and elsewhere. 
Sue is especially interested in trying to understand the 
changes that have been wrought on these buildings 
over hundreds of years and what that meant to the peo-
ple of the community who worshipped in and cared for 
them. Sue's talk will focus on the changes at Honey-
church - from those which had such a devastating local 
effect in the sixteenth century to more recent changes 
in the early twentieth century. Mike Kelly is a Char-
tered Surveyor with a particular interest in ancient 
buildings. He is a Director of the Devon Historic 
Buildings Trust and a Trustee of the Museum of Barn-
staple and North Devon and a Trustee of the North 
Devon Athenaeum. Mike will look at the characteris-
tics of Devon churches with a particular focus on the 
features that make Honeychurch so special. 

  
Please book in advance.  Tickets £12 (in aid of window 

fund) contact maaze60@gmail.com  
or phone Vera on 07526 922893 
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FOR MORE INFO PLEASE CALL MARTIN ON 07817464420  

PARISH@BTINTERNET.COM     FACEBOOK LOCAL LOGS     WWW.LOCALLOGS.NET             

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              
       Email:  josh@mdff.co.uk  
     www.mdff.co.uk 

mailto:josh@mdff.co.uk
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The Two Moors Festival 
announces programme for October 2026 

 

The internationally- renowned chamber music festival – the 
Two Moors Festival will take place in October across 
Dartmoor from Thursday 1st October until Sunday 4th 
October and on Exmoor from Thursday 8th October until 
Sunday 11th October. This year’s Festival includes the best 
of chamber music and song, spanning six centuries of 
musical tradition, as well as talks and workshops. Eighteen 
events will be held in twelve venues ranging from Great 
Fulford to Exeter Cathedral, from East Quay, Watchet to All 
Saint’s Church, Dulverton.  
 
Since 2001, the Two Moors Festival has evolved into one of 
the most distinctive classical music festivals in the UK. It 
usually welcomes over 4,000 people to its rural venues. The 
Festival also nurtures young artists through its Young 
Musicians’ Competition and its residency programme for 
Duos at the beginning of their careers. 
  
The Festival has become a cornerstone of the South West’s 
cultural calendar. Every October for the past twenty-five 
years, venues across Devon and Somerset - from village 
halls to churches from castles to museums, from country 
houses to railway stations - have come to life with inspiring 
recitals, concerts, operas, newly commissioned works, talks, 
poetry readings, exhibitions, school workshops, 
masterclasses, and more. 
 
Highlights of this year’s Festival on Dartmoor include: 

• Haydn Salon at Great Fulford 

• Armonico Consort – surround sound choral concert 
with local schools in Exeter Cathedral 

• Noriko Ogawa, plays the piano for an ‘All Ages’ 
concert including Chopin, Elgar, Mozart and Brahms 

• Calidore Quartet play Dvořák and Mark Anthony 
Turnage’s ‘Arietta’ the UK premiere 

• Michael Collins and Noriko Ogawa play works for 
clarinet and piano by Poulenc, Debussy and Saint-Saëns 
   
And on Exmoor:  

• Songs and chamber music by Grieg, Grainger and 
world premiere of Gavin Higgins’ new song cycle with 
soprano Claire Booth, Artistic Director, Tamsin Waley-
Cohen (violin) and Christopher Glynn (piano) 

• Rachel Podger and Lucie Horsch, baroque violin and 
recorder artists join forces to play duos by Bach and 
Telemann 

• Tamsin Waley-Cohen (violin) and Claire Booth 
(soprano) perform Kurtag’s seminal song cycle by 
candlelight 

• She’Koyokh – an exciting seven piece ensembles play 
klezmer and traditional music from the Balkans, Turkey and 
beyond. 

• Festival Finale – Steven Osborne plays Beethoven’s 
Diabelli variations as well as works by Schumann, Satie and 
Ravel 
 
Tickets will be available to the general public on Monday 
13th July  at www.twomoorsfestival.co.uk or tickets may be 
booked directly by telephone on +44 (0)1772 439 062 
Monday to Friday, 9am – 1pm. 

 

Hi, I’m Lucy Barzotelli, a newly trained foot health 
specialist. My phone number is 07548681297 for 
bookings. I am a friendly mobile service. 

 

Sampford Courtenay Reading 
Group 

Do you love reading and enjoy a good discussion? If so, the 
Sampford Courtenay Reading Group might be for you, and 
we would love to hear from you. (You don't need to live in 

Sampford Courtenay). 

We meet on the last Tuesday of each month, and members 
take it in turns to choose each month's book. We cover all 

genres, fiction and non-fiction. 

If you would like more information, or to join a meeting, 
please contact: 

alisonthornton25@gmail.com. 

http://www.twomoorsfestival.co.uk
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THE ART BOX – October 2026 
With Ruth Smith Gallery and Red Mud Arts. If you would like to  
contribute a review or reflection, please send to Ruth at 
ruth@ruthsmithgallery.co.uk 

Red Mud Arts dates for your diary: 
 

Creative Kin: Morning drawing group 10-12 on the second Monday of the month. Email hello@emmelinewebb.com 

Artists’ Critique Group: Second Tuesday of the month, 7-9pm in North Tawton. Email ruth.helen.smith@outlook.com. 

Open Mic Night: Second Wednesdays from 7.30, Copper Key. Contact Wez via the Facebook group. 

Portrait Sessions: Paused for Summer, normally third Saturdays, 10-1, - shelley@shelleysaxonunmasked.co.uk. 

Life Drawing: Last Tuesday of the month, 7-9pm at the Community Centre, North Tawton. Email ruth.helen.smith@outlook.com. 

‘There is Only Ever Now.’: Exhibition organised by the Critique Group, 15-26 October. Opening 6-8pm 15th October. Collaborative 

Drawing 11am-6pm 17th October, coinciding with the Plymouth Art Weekender. Closing event 6-8pm 26th October 

Exhibition for Ashridge Open Gardens: 6&7 November 

Join our mailing list to hear about upcoming gatherings, talks and workshops at redmudarts@gmail.com 

It’s a busy month on the art front! The Red Mud Artists’ 
Critique Group are preparing for their exhibition ‘There 
Is Only Ever Now’ at Manor Street Galleries, Plymouth, 
(15-26 Oct) with an opening event (15 Oct) a closing 
event (26 Oct) and a collaborative drawing day (11-6 
Saturday 17 Oct) which will coincide with the Plymouth 
Art Weekender (17&18 Oct). 

As for at Ruth Smith Gallery, North Tawton, we have 
Fabio Monni and Marie Stockmarr Becker returning from 
Sweden for an Art Residency (5-19 Oct). They are 
extremely generously offering a free concert (3.30pm 11 
Oct) as part of the church reopening celebrations! Expect 
festive and meditative music, Renaissance dances, 
Scandinavian folk tunes and more, played on viola and 
organ. Some of which will be their own compositions. 

Later in October, we have artist Denis Mauplot coming 
from France to display an exhibition of his photographs 
(21 Oct - 4 Nov). 

Looking ahead to early November Red Mud Artists are 
putting together an exhibition for Ashridge’s Open 
Gardens (6&7 Nov).  

Regular groups continue as usual, with the Creative Kin 
drawing group meeting this month at the Cafe Culture 
Homeleigh Garden Centre Café (10-12 on 12th Oct). 
Email hello@emmelinewebb.com if you’d like to join. 
The Portrait Sessions will soon be meeting again in 
Okehampton so stay tuned for that! Life Drawing, Open 
Mic and Artists’ Critique Group all continue as normal. 

Hopefully see you soon at one (or more!) of our groups/
events!     - Ruth Smith 



 

ROUNDABOUT  Page 15 

Only rich men 
Once overcrowded damp-filled dwellings 
That passed for homes for working men 
One room to serve as lounge and kitchen 
With beds for four but sleeping ten 

Are now a weekend toy that's mortgaged  
to another and his wife 
Gone for second home to let 
With thoughts they'll live some better life 

And only rich men can afford  
the poor man's home of cob and lime 
They've fitted now with imitation  
tokens of a simpler time 

The fire and the logs beside it 
Once the only heat at hand 
Cut and stacked and lit for warmth 
By the man who worked the land 

Are now lit only very seldom 
When paying guests wish to aspire 
With glass of wine and fancy clothing 
To the role of country squire 

The poor man lives in sheltered housing 
Rented, shared or partly owned 
Soulless boxes with no history 
While the rich man steals his home 

And only rich men can afford  
The poor man's home that housed his wife 
And their many hungry children 
Dreaming of a better life 

The garden gone for parking cars 
Instead of growing flowers and food 
Outdoor seating, outdoor heating  
Plastic all where wood once stood 

Expensive paving shipped from somewhere 
Who cares, if it's well deserved 
By those who drive from distant cities 
To modernise what they've preserved 

And only rich men can afford 
To buy the homes that are too small  
to be a real home they say 
Though once they used to house them all 

Then ones hands could make a living 
Now that doesn't make enough 
To compete with city workers 
And their appetite for stuff 

What a pressure modern life is 
Must they always want for more 
Making into some investment 
Homes that still could house the poor 

Village life with half the people 
Not enough to keep the shop 
Or the pub, the school, the transport 
Family histories come to stop 

And only rich men can afford 
To own the homes of working men 
The places where their roots belonged 
Will never be their homes again 
 

 D Sanger November 2022 

Lend Me Your Ears 
 

This poetry column is co-ordinated by writer and 
actor, Arran Hawkins of The Bizarre Poetry Empori-
um in Okehampton, to bring you poems from local 
contemporary poets! 

 

If you would like to submit a poem, email Arran at 
lend.me.your.ears.2023@gmail.com. 

This month’s poem is by Debbie Sanger who made a pop-up 
appearance at the Bizarre Poetry Emporium’s grand launch on 
Saturday 29th September.  

Theatre in North Tawton 

After the success of last year’s performance, Living Room Theatre is 
returning to North Tawton on 7th November 2026 to perform The  
Uncertainty Principle, written by award winning Playwright Simon Ste-
phens (best known for the play adaptation of Mark Haddon’s The Curi-
ous Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime). Simon says: 

"We're living in uncertain times, anxious times… ‘it might be the start 
of the most remarkable adventure’. If you don't know what's going to 
happen in your life, that's not necessarily a bad thing. To be alive, to 
be human, is empowered by our alertness to the unpredictable.” 

This year Philip Robinson (The End is in the Beginning, Every Brilliant 
Thing, All is Mended) is performing with Rose Reynolds (RSC, Netflix, 
BBC). As with last year, you can expect fantastic performances and we 
encourage people to stay after for drinks and chat, which Rose and  
Philip will join us for. 

The play is 80 minutes long with no interval; it has frequent swearing 
and some sexual references and is suitable for over 15’s. There is strobe 
lighting for the first two minutes, please alert the organisers before or on 
the night if you need assistance to manage this. This year the  
performance is at North Tawton Rugby Club which is fully accessible 
and has plenty of parking; please leave spaces near the entrance for 
those with limited mobility. 

Please call Amanda Barlow (Weavetheground.co.uk) 079 4038 4038 
with any questions and to book (it’s helpful for us to know numbers in 
advance, so do book if you can). Tickets are also available from  
Ecomojo on the High Street in North Tawton.  

http://weavetheground.co.uk/
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BROADBURY LANDCARE 
 

All aspects of Garden Maintenance  
and Landscaping 

 

Andrew Barton 07532 216216 
 

Fully Qualified Fully Insured 
Free Estimates 

 
 
 
 
 

Dedicated teams of farm and companion animal vets. 
North Tawton        01837 82327 

  Okehampton          01837 658777 
  Hatherleigh          01837 810455 

www.northparkvets.co.uk 
      Farm: Emergency, routine, herd health, small holders. 

Pets: Vaccinations, neutering, nurse clinics, x-ray and operation 
facilities in all surgeries. 

 

PURE GREEN RURAL SERVICES 
 

All aspects of fencing undertaken 
Hedgelaying  

Dry stone walling 
No job too small 

Please Call Ed 07956 026511 
Puregreenruralservices@hotmail.co.uk  
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NORTH TAWTON TOWN COUNCIL 
Town Clerk:  Caroline Ellis 

14A The Square, North Tawton, EX20 2EP - 01837 880121 
townclerk@northtawtontowncouncil.gov.uk - deputyclerk@northtawtontowncouncil.gov.uk 

The office is open Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, 10.30 a.m.– 1.30 p.m. 

Emergency Plan in Practice  
 

As we approach the Autumn, and our Emergency Plan 
Advice Leaflets are being delivered, it is a good 
opportunity for us as the Council to highlight what 
residents can do should we need to activate the 
Emergency Plan.  

The Civil Contingencies Act 2005 suggested that 
Parish and Town Councils prepare a contingency plan 
for self-help in case of an emergency situation. 
Normally, nearly all emergencies affecting our 
community will be dealt with by the emergency blue 
light services, local authorities and major utility 
companies. There may, however, be rare occasions 
when the community will have to help itself. Once a 
warning of an emergency is declared the Community 
Emergency Response Team (CERT) will activate the 
plan. In order to do this, a telephone contact system has 
been set up between members of the CERT, who will 
then meet at the Town Council Office and depending 
on the type of emergency, will put procedures in to 
place. For any infectious disease or pandemic, the 
instruction will be to follow the official health advice. 
Where snow and ice, high winds, loss of power and 
communications occur, the CERT will be there to 
support in extreme situations. If a traffic or aircraft 
crash occurs, emergency services will direct the CERT, 
as would appropriate agencies if a major pollution or 
contamination incident happens.  

 

As a resident, you can use the leaflet to follow advice, 
look up telephone numbers, take advice on where in 
the town there will be emergency accommodation if 
ever the need arose to use it. Locations include the 
Rugby Club, the Town Hall and the Community 
Centre, and details of what to do and what to take are 
contained n the leaflet. There is information regarding 
planning ahead, making a list of emergency contact 
numbers for yourselves, and storing a ‘Grab Bag’ 
containing relevant items that might be necessary at a 
moments notice. You will also notice in the leaflet 
there is a red ‘H’ sign for displaying in a window 
should you need help and assistance. The first point of 
contact for residents in a significant emergency will 
remain the Town Council Office – 01837 880121.  

Please do come and ask questions, use the Book Swap 
and find out more about the Town Council. We look 
forward to seeing you. The Full Council Meetings are 
held on the first Tuesday of every month, usually at 
7.30 pm. Office Opening Hours: Monday to 
Wednesday 10.30-1.30, with both the Clerk and 
Deputy working in the office outside of these hours for 
telephone and email enquiries.  
 
Caroline Ellis, Town Clerk 
Hannah Bruni, Deputy Clerk 
Colin Lee, Chairman: 
colin.lee@northtawtontowncouncil.gov.uk 

 
 

 
 
 

 
The Armed Forces Veterans 

Breakfast Club  
meets on the third Saturday of the month at The Copper Key, Fore 

Street, North Tawton, For 10 a.m. 
We are open to all Armed Forces and Reservist Veterans of all 

three Services. 
For more information contact Ian on 07879 881159 

Football club quiz 
Saturday 24th October  

in the Town Hall, 
doors open 7pm quiz starts 7.30pm 

Maximum of 6 in a team  
Cost £3 per person.  

Licensed bar and raffle.  
All proceeds to go towards the new clubhouse.  
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Sampford Courtenay 

Parish Council 
   

The September agenda for the Parish Council meeting had an interesting range 

of topics to discuss. The public session highlighted local issues around parked 

cars in the Sampford Courtenay village square ; discussed the purchasing of 

outdoor fitness equipment , replacing the children’s  play equipment on the 

Village Green , organising an Autumn Parish Clean Up Day and the continuing 

search for volunteers as local Road Wardens. The County Councillor , Cllr Sue 

Davies was in attendance and talked about the recent Local Government Re-

view. Her report is available to read on the Sampford Courtenay website. 

www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk . The full minutes of the Parish meeting are 

also on the site. If you were unable to attend and have any comments on any of 

the issues discussed , affecting the parish or its residents , please do contact 

the Chair , Cllr Michelle Wilson  Cllr.Wilson@sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk  or 

Malcolm Harris on Clerk@sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk 

Volunteering ? Do you have any time to spare ? Could you help the village 

with their clean up on Saturday October 17th. There will be information  on the 

village notice boards , on the website or email the Chair, Cllr Wilson. Thank 

you !  Are you , your neighbours, your friends, concerned about the traffic in 

the village ? You could all help manage the issues we face, in a small way. Dev-

on County Council has a road warden scheme that parish council’s can tap in-

to , through training , finance and grants . Would you be interested ? Chat to the 

Clerk , email clerk@sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk  

Our Village Green is used for play and community events throughout the 

year . Listening to our parishioners at the Open meeting in May for exercise 

opportunities for adults  , a report was presented to the Councillors at the Sep-

tember meeting. Phase 1 this year will see the removal of old play equipment 

and the purchase of a new Toddlers Play Tower. The start of the Adult Exercise 

area / Trim trail will begin with the installation of three exercise stations.  This 

will happen in the new year. In the second phase , the community space will be 

enhanced with picnic benches and tables and additional adult exercise kit  if 

the popularity of the area demands!  

A busy time ahead for the Council. Our next meeting is on Wednesday Novem-

ber 18th at 7 pm. Do come along. 

http://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk
mailto:Wilson@sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk
mailto:Clerk@sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk
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Okehampton Branch Basic Beekeeping Course 2027  

runs January to April with 8 evening classes at Whiddon Down 
followed by 1 practical session with an experienced beekeeper. Starts 
13th January. Tickets on sale via Eventbrite from Oct 26th. 

If you are thinking about keeping bees, Okehampton Beekeepers Association recommends our winter 
course starting Jan 13th 2027 costing £110. It runs for 8 sessions fortnightly until April covering all the 
basics of beekeeping from bee health, hive choices, setting up an apiary, extraction of honey etc. A 
summer practical session with a local experienced beekeeper is included as is membership of our 
association and the BBKA Guide to Beekeeping book. 

Beekeeping can be extremely rewarding but can be challenging. We recommend doing a course before 
you purchase your first colony. 

For further information contact education officer Ruth on educationokebees@gmail.com 

 

NORTH TAWTON 

RUGBY 

FOOTBALL CLUB 

The Clubhouse is  

available to HIRE for  

PRIVATE FUNCTIONS

Competitive Rates 

Ample Parking 

Now with free wifi  

 

  ALL EVENTS CATERED FOR 
 

 Call  

 SARAH on     7      
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NORTH TAWTON TOWN 
 

Chairperson: Tony Jelley 07969577719 
Secretary/Booking Sec.: Lin Ford 07821472495 

 

North Tawton Community Centre 
Barton Street 

Call Mark: 01837 82608 

North Tawton Library of Things 
 

Join for £5 a year and borrow any of the items we 
have in the library for free.  
 

Open 5.30-6.30 Thursdays in the Chapel of Rest. 
 

You can join online or with a paper form (available in 
the Post Office).  
 

www.northtawtonlibraryofthings.myturn.com/library/ 

Quakers 
Ockment Centre, North St., Okehampton, EX20 1AR 

10.30 - 11.30 on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month  
01837 55805 -  okehampton.quakermeeting.org  

 

Orthodox Church 
Devon Parish of Holy Prophet Elias 

For details of services contact 
Celia or Martin Olsson (01837 82796)  

https://northtawtonlibraryofthings.myturn.com/library/
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ROUNDABOUT DEADLINE:  

Community News, Articles, and Events are pub-
lished free of charge, and must  be received by Ruth 
Smith by the 15th of the month before publication at:  

editor@northtawtonroundabout.com 

 

For prices and invoicing of Commercial Advertise-
ments, please contact Simon Williams at: 

adverts@northtawtonroundabout.com  

  

North Tawton Benefice  
North Tawton, Sampford Courtenay, Bondleigh and Honeychurch  

RECTOR:     Rev’d Dr David Spence (01837 89243)    revdspence@gmail.com  
 

ASSISTANT MINISTERS:  Rev’d Rita Bullworthy (01837 89168)    ritabullworthy@yahoo.co.uk 
     Rev’d Joe Moesel (07470 297287)           jsmoesel@outlook.com  
 

PARISH WORKER:   Mr. Wez Cutler (07540 127827)               wez@stpetersnorthtawton.org.uk 
 

CHURCHWARDENS: 
St Peter’s North Tawton    Mr. Paul Andrews (01837 82648) 
St James’ Bondleigh    Mr. Danny Semorad (07814 877151)     Mr. Graham Stokes (01837 82240) 
St Andrew’s Sampford Courtenay  Mr. Rory Robinson (07811 324154) 
St Mary’s Honeychurch    Mr. Ray Squire (07883 626724)             Mr. Richard Weeks (07790 636920) 
 

Church webpage:  www.stpetersnorthtawton.org.uk 
Facebook:      www.facebook.com/stpetersnorthtawton 

 

 

Services at St. Andrew’s Church 
S a m p f o rd C o u r t e n ay 

 

4th October 9.30am Morning Worship 
11th October 9.30am  Communion 
18th October 6pm   Choral Evensong 
25th October 9.30am Communion 

 

 

Services for St. Peter’s Church 
 

4th October 11am     Morning Worship 
11th October 11am     Rededication Service 
18th October 9.30am  Harvest Breakfast  
 11am     Family Harvest Festival 
25th October 9.30am  Toast Church 
 11am     Traditional Communion 

 

Services at St. James’s Church 
B o n d l e i g h 

 
 

4th October     9.30am   Communion 
18th October   9.30am   Communion 

 

Services at St. Mary’s Church 
H o n eyc h u rc h 

 

4th October  3pm   Harvest Service 

 

 

North Street Chapel Sundays  
 

 4th October  11am Special Service Martyn Friend 
 11th October  11am Breaking of Bread 
 18th October  3pm Harvest Tea & Praise - Jonathan Kimber 
 25th October  11am Breaking of Bread 

 

Please contact Richard for further details 07835033062 

 

The Benefice Choir 

Available to sing at 

WEDDINGS · BAPTISMS · FUNERALS 

   Roger Cleverdon   01837 810320 

Church Flowers & Brass 

Honeychurch 
September    Mary Pyle 
 

Bondleigh 
6th & 13th September Jacqui Bourne 
20th & 27th September Sonia Rix 
 
North Tawton Brass 
September   Margaret Arscott 
 
North Tawton Flowers 
September   Margaret Arscott 

From the Registers 

Baptism  23rd August  Jack Dunn     St Andrew’s, Sampford Courtenay 

Funeral  27th August  Enid Westlake     St Andrew’s, Sampford Courtenay  
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WINDOWS-DOORS-CONSERVATORIES-JOINERY 

(Covering the whole of Devon) 

HIGH QUALITY PRODUCTS BACKED UP BY OVER 25 YEARS 

EXPERIENCE HELPING CUSTOMERS TO IMPROVE THEIR 

HOMES 

Why not give them a call to see what they can do for you 

and your property........ 

01837 54019 or enquiries@okehamptonglass.com 

www.okehamptonglass.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 For experienced, 

local advice you can trust 
T. 01837 52379 
www.peterslaw.co.uk 
Bideford Bude Holsworthy Okehampton 

1 West Street, Okehampton  
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