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C. J. Steer & Sons Ltd 
Funeral Directors 

Est 1969 
 

24 hour Service  
All Facilities 

 
Homefield, Station Road, Bow 

 
Tel: 01363 82414       Mobile: 07785 540248 

 
 
 

NICHOLS NYMET HOUSE 
 

MANOR HOUSE BED AND BREAKFAST  
& SELF CATERING COTTAGES  

www.devonbedandbreakfast.co.uk  
email mandpgoodman@outlook.com 

Tel 01837 82626 
 

For all your accommodation requirements –  
When family and friends come to stay use us as guest rooms. 

 Peaceful location 1.5 miles from North Tawton 
WITH WONDERFUL VIEWS 

We offer three large bedrooms all with  
en-suite bathrooms including a family suite  

for up to 5.  
Full English Breakfast using finest produce. 

Rates from £62.50 per person per night –  
Children half price. 

 
Also we can offer Self Catering Cottages available on a 

weekly basis. 
Please see our Trip advisor reviews and Facebook pages. 

 
Weirford House 

in picturesque Sampford Courtenay 
 

Well equipped Garden Barn for self-catering  
or bed and breakfast 

 
Avril Flanagan - 01837 89132 

 
5* ratings on Google.      See our website for details 

 

www.weirfordhouse.co.uk          avril@weirfordhouse.co.uk 

“Roundabout” is printed by Hedgerow Print 
Crediton EX17 1DN 

 

Sampford Courtenay Parish Website: 
 

http://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/ 
 

The website is managed by Julie Carpenter who 
can be contacted on  

 
juliec2911@hotmail.co.uk 

or  
admin@sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk 

or by phone: 
07866 605184 

North Tawton Website: 
www.northtawton.org 
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From The Rectory  

“Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in 
prayer.” (Romans 12:12) 

It’s mid-August, it’s thirty degrees, and I’m sitting 
in my office writing this article.  All I can think is: 
I wonder if it will have rained by the time people 
are reading this.  I hope and pray with the farmers 
and gardeners that it will have.  The forecast is for 
rain for next week, but we’ve been disappointed 
before! 

It is hard to be patient, although it is listed fourth 
(after love, joy and peace) in the great list of 
biblical virtues we know as the ‘fruit of the Spirit’. 

In St Peter’s church we’ve also needed to be 
patient with our building works which have faced 
several unexpected discoveries which have slowed 
things down.  A hazard with heritage work on 
ancient buildings.   Still not quite as bad as a a 
previous church the team worked on, where they 
found a whole Roman temple under the floor! 

By the time you read this, I hope that not only will 
there have been some rain to feed the crops and 
flowers, but we will also be well on the way to 

moving back into St Peter’s church building. 

We are planning to have a ‘reopening weekend’ on 
the 10th and 11th October when Bishop James will 
be joining us to re-dedicate the church building 
(see advert elsewhere in the Roundabout).  This 
will include times when anyone can come and 
have a good look around. Either on the Saturday 
afternoon or between the service and concert on 
the Sunday.  We hope you will join us. 

In the meantime, we’ll all be exercising our 
patience. The verse I quoted above surrounds the 
encouragement to be patient in hard times 
(affliction) with two ways in which the Bible 
teaches us to learn patience.  Be joyful in hope – 
keep your sights set on the future God has 
promised in Jesus and rejoice in it.  And Be… 
faithful in prayer – keep bringing the waiting or 
troubles you are facing to your Father God in 
prayer.  In short, whether we are facing personal 
challenges or the need for rain to water the crops, 
or whatever, keep God in the picture, in prayer 
and in trusting in his promises to us. 

- David Spence 
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House Building ∙ Extensions ∙ Conservatories 
Barn Conversion ā Brick, Block, Stone Work 
Driveway Paviours ∙ Rendering, Plastering ∙  

Patios Wall & Floor Tiling ∙  
Wood Work all fixings  

 

IAN RICE Builder 
Sunnyridge, Moor View, North  

Devon EX20 2HW 
Mob: 0 7 9 6 7 4 1 8 1 1 0 

ipricebuilding@gmail.com 

Kevin 
     Osborne 
   Aerials & Satellite 
   City & Guilds NVQ 
 

0 1 3 6 3 7 7 7 1 9 0     0 7 8 4 1 6 4 4 3 9  5 
Aerial Upgrades ∙ All aspects of Installation and 

Discreet Installation ∙ Extra TV Points ∙ Existing Aerial 
Satellite Problems Resolved ∙ DAB Radio  

Free Advice ∙ Free Quotation Service ∙ Free Signal  

SM Plumbing & Heating 

Stuart  
 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 
 

Contact me on 
 

07738 759606  or  01837 880067 
 

No.519960     stuartmoffat2@h otmail.com 
 

4, Park Houses, North Tawton, EX20 2DX 

 

FORE STREET GARAGE 
( Proprietor: Kevin Hodge) 
Fore Street, North Tawton 

Tel: 01837 82006 

M.O.T. TESTING STATION 
Servicing and Repairs to all makes and models 

Competitive Rates            Fully Qualified Mechanic 
GoodGarageScheme.com 

( Registered Member ) 

KEVIN RICE 
FULLY QUALIFIED BUILDER & DECORATOR 

With 40 years experience in and around  
North Tawton. 

 
All aspects of building work from small repairs to 

new builds undertaken by a local tradesman who 
cares about quality and personal service. 

Contact Kevin 
Mobile:  07749 674357       

 

Tel: 01837 82271           W J Morris & Sons 
                     

 ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS & CON-
TRACTORS 

Established 1953 
 

                     Timber Yard, Sampford Courtenay 
                                    Okehampton EX20 2TB 

 
FARM, DOMESTIC & INDUSTRIAL INSTALLATIONS,  
EMERGENCY LIGHTING, FIRE & SECURITY ALARMS  
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Roundabout 
 

 is published for the community on  
behalf of the four parish churches of North Tawton,  
Sampford Courtenay, Bondleigh and Honeychurch. 

 
Opinions expressed by contributors are their own and 

are not necessarily endorsed by the Church,  
by the PCC, by members of the four churches, or by the 

Editor. 
 

Contributions should be sent by email to Ruth Smith at 
editor@northtawtonroundabout.com or at  

The Pottery, 5 The Square, North Tawton, EX20 2ER 
by the 15th of the month before publication is required.  

 
New advertisers are always welcome. 

Advertisements can be arranged for shorter  
periods than one year or for single editions. 

For advertising enquiries contact Simon Williams at 
adverts@northtawtonroundabout.com  

 
See us online on www.northtawtonroundabout.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 
North Tawton 
 Ken Bragg   01363 530673 
 Jackie Tye           01837 880479 
  
Sampford Courtenay/Honeychurch   
 Rory Robinson  07811 324154  
 Lynn Robinson  07966 477465 
 
Bondleigh  
 Danny Semorad  07814 877151  
 Lin Warre   01837  82089 

 Tuesday Chat 
RESTARTS AFTER THE SUMMER 

BREAK ON TUESDAY 22ND 
SEPTEMBER AT ST PETER’S 

CHURCH 
  Drop in for a friendly chat and 

coffee anytime between 
10.30 a.m. –12 noon 

2nd & 4th Tuesday of the month: 

For more information contact 

Jo Fear      01837 82553 

 

Contributors: Please Note, 
For submissions, contact Ruth at:  

editor@northtawtonroundabout.com  

And for advert pricing & invoicing, contact Simon at: 

adverts@northtawtonroundabout.com 

And the deadline is the 15th of the month prior to 
publishing. 

Midweek Communion 
North Tawton Community Centre 

12pm — 22nd September 2026 
Please do join us for a traditional said communion 

service from the Prayer Book.  

Be Still 
A short informal monthly service of themed prayers, 
reflections & readings and creating space to dwell in 

the presence of God 
St. Andrew’s Church,  Sampford Courtenay, 

Fourth Thursdays at 10 a.m. 

Bible Study at North Street Chapel 

Wednesday evenings 6:30 pm 
Coffee, Chat and prayer 

2nd and 4th Fridays of the month at 3pm. 

If you would like a drink prior to study 
time, please arrive earlier and make one for 

yourself and chat with others. 
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Angels Hair Salon 
 

Hair in the  Square ā  01837 82430 
 

Modern Unisex Hair Salon 
 

· Official Suppliers of Tigi Hair products 
·        Modern salon with the most up to date  

· Free to join Reward Scheme 

· Cosmetics for sale at below high street prices 

· Exclusive salon hire available for private  
 

Tuesdays  -  Wednesdays  -  Thursdays  -  Fridays 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Saturdays 
Phone for Appointment 

 
11 The Square, North Tawton, EX20 2JD 

 

Taw Va l ley Dental Care 
 

56 Fore Street 
North Tawton 

EX20 2DT 
 

Telephone: 01837 880096 
 

Oral Health Accessible to All 

       

Ecomojo zero waste shop 
Bring your own containers and 

refill foods (many organic, 
cleaning products, plastic free 
toiletries, local produce and 

gifts).   
 

8 High Street, North Tawton. EX20 2HF.   
Opening hours Tuesday - Friday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
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Exbourne Village Hall 

Many thanks to everyone who supported the Quiz 
and Puds Night in August. The event raised over 
£200 for Hall funds. 

Our next fundraising event is an evening of live 
music from Mariner's Away on Saturday 12th 
September. This ever popular group specialises in 
sea shanties, sea songs and maritime favourites. 
Tickets are £8 in advance or £10 on the door. A bar 
and BBQ will be available. Email exbournevil-
lagehall@gmail.com 

Saturday 26th September sees the return of our 
Skittles Evenings. 7.30pm in the Hall. £2 per per-
son, Bring your own drink and join us for a fun, 
sociable evening. No experience required. 

 

North Tawton Cubs 
Needs New Leaders 

Interested? Contact Paul Grainge – 
graingey952@gmail.com  

07808 170122 

LOOKING FOR A CARING COMPANION? 

Then look no further. 

I am a retired registered nurse looking to help 
individuals in their own home.  

Mainly companion sitting so that their family can 
have a few hours to themselves, in the knowledge 
they will be safe. 

If this interests you, please call 
07961734078 

 

Devon Sensory Outreach Service   
NORTH TAWTON COMMUNITY CENTRE 

   Free, confidential and impartial service for people 
with hearing and or/visual impairment provided by the 

Sensory Team, Devon County Council. 

Available on the third Thursday of each month in 
North Tawton Community Centre, Barton Street. 

 10.30 a.m. and 12 noon. 

For further information contact:  
Care Direct 0345 155 1007 or 07966 596881 

Mrs Hilda Arscott would like to apologise for 
neglecting her friends, especially from the church 
and the WI which I miss dreadfully.  
I have now been living at Lakeside Residential 
Home for the past 11 months near Okehampton, 
where I have settled in very well, but I have had 
lots of health issues which has prevented me from 
contacting my friends. If any of my friends wish to 
visit me they would be more than welcome. 
I wish you all the very best in health and happiness, 
I will never forget any of you. 
Also, I would like to send my love to Roy, Lyn and 
family.  
Best wishes to you all,  
Hilda. 

 

Hi, I’m Lucy Barzotelli, a newly trained foot health 
specialist. My phone number is 07548681297 for 
bookings. I am a friendly mobile service. 
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      M. C. Poole Contractors       Digger hire with driver 
      Most work undertaken         General drainage & 

     Ground Work 
CITB 

              Tel: 01837 83130            Mobile: 07970 653827 
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BONDLEIGH RAINFALL 
 
In July we had small amounts of rain on just 4 days. 
This amounted to 9.4mm compared to 32.1mm last 
year. Although this is the driest July that I have 
measured, it is not the driest month. With low 
rainfall in March, April and May and high 
temperatures we are now in a drought situation. 
However there is some rain forecast for the first 
week of August and the days will soon begin to 
shorten. Perhaps we will start to see a change.  

 
Danny Semorad 

Ramblings of a North Tawton W.I. Member 

 

Wakey wakey. Pay attention. Sit up straight and no 
snoozing at the back please. Here are a few fun facts 
about ‘sleep’ and I’ll tell you why after you’ve read 
them. Did you know that about a third of our lives is 
spent asleep? Elephants sleep for about three hours and 
the sleepiest animal is the koala bear which can spend 
up to 22 hours a day dozing [hardly worth waking up] 
Sea otters hold hands when sleeping to stop them 
drifting apart – [did that fact just make you go 
‘ahhhhh’] We humans are the only mammal able to 
delay sleep. And finally – ever heard of ‘clinomania’ 
or ‘oneirophobia’? Clinomania is an abnormal and 
excessive urge to stay in bed and oneirophobia is the 
fear of nightmares or dreams.  

So why all this sleep talk? Thank you for asking. 
We’ve been on another factory trip and this time it was 
to the Enchanted House Beds factory at the old railway 
station, Sampford Courtenay. We were treated to a 
detailed and hugely informative tour where we 
watched at first hand how their bespoke luxury 
mattresses and beds are made – with every mattress 
hand made specially to order using the finest grade 
Dartmoor wool as well as other top quality natural 
materials including horsehair, alpaca fleece, silk and 
cashmere. As we were shown around we watched 
members of their fantastic team hand stitching and 
hand filling the mattresses with genuine care and 
attention. Need some accessories such as pillows, a 
mattress topper or an upholstered headboard? They can 
produce it for you. Makes you proud to live down the 
road doesn’t it? 

Husband is grumbling cos he hasn’t had a mention yet. 
Thing is, there’s been a lot happening [and even more 
planned] in our W.I. world, so that might be the only 
mention that he gets. Moving on. 

We’re still in North Tawton Post Office window -  if 
you haven’t yet had the chance to press your nose 
against the glass and stare in awe and wonder at what 
we get up to then go and have a look. If you find 
yourself transfixed by the tartan bag hanging to your 
left but are struggling to work out exactly what it is, 
then allow me to explain. It’s a carrier bag dispenser. 

Oh yes it is. I made it at a recent craft workshop and 
you need to know that I worked undeniably hard [and 
with a huge amount of expert supervision] to produce 
it. It’s got a French seam in it. You’re blown away by 
that aren’t you? Please don’t ask me what a French 
seam is as I didn’t really know I was doing it at the 
time. Ask Theresa or Nicky. They made me do it. I am 
very proud of my bag dispenser – even if I had to give 
husband huge hints when he tried to guess what it was. 
He got there in the end – watching me shove carrier 
bags in the top end and then pulling them one by one 
out of the hole at the bottom probably helped. He 
thinks it’s too soon for me to apply for the next BBC 
series of The Great British Sewing Bee. A bit harsh 
methinks. 

Did you just ask what else are we up to? Well, we’ve 
been invited back to White Stuff, Exeter for a private 
shopping event – with nibbles and discounts. We’re 
going on a ‘bat walk’ to find out lots of interesting 
information about these fascinating creatures. We’re 
heading down to Treguddick Distillery near 
Launceston for a tour of their state-of-the-art facility 
complete with ‘geodesic biomes’ which contain over 
70 species of botanicals and ingredients [you’re 
looking up geodesic aren’t you]. We are also signing 
up for  [I bet the next few words haven’t appeared in 
an edition of Roundabout before] a Pelvic Floor 
workshop – with the lovely Louise Towl, Chartered 
Physiotherapist, who gave us an inspiring talk about 
the menopause a few months ago.  

And November wouldn’t be the same without our pre 
Christmas trip to Clarks Village where very serious 
shopping will occur. And husband will, hopefully, 
have forgotten last years traumatic experience in the 
Lindt chocolate shop. Actually, it was one of the 
highlights of my day – watching him skipping merrily 
around the Pick’n’Mix unit, filling his cellophane bag, 
and then seeing his gleeful expression fade to horror 
when the very nice lady on the till told him how much 
was about to be debited from his current account. 
Priceless.  

                  Or should that be ‘Pricey’??   

- Sue Knott 
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Wall & Floor Tiling         Under Tile Heating 
Waterproof Tanking         Free Quotations 
 
Tel              Mob 07729  460746  

 

Older Property Building Surveys 
 

· Thatched or slate properties built of Cob or Stone. 
· Custom Thatched Roof Surveys. 
· Weekend "Hands on" Thatching Courses. 
 

Master Thatcher and Residential Property Surveyor 
 www.thatchedhomeinspector.co.uk                

Ring Charles on  01647 231 706 or 
07771512670 

Holland Park Farm, South Tawton, 
Okehampton, EX20 2PP 

 
WHITEGATES JOINERY 

BESPOKE JOINERY SPECIALISTS 
 

KITCHENS, STAIRS, DOORS,  
SLIDING SASH WINDOWS,  

CONSERVATION WORK 
 

FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION 
QUOTE CALL ROGER 

 
01837 847682 / 07887731197 

 
E MAIL whitegates05@yahoo.com 

 
 

Practical Wood Working Lessons Available 

Brownings Upholstery 

 

Traditional Upholsterers 

Carpet & Upholstery cleaning also  
Available 

North Tawton, Devon 
 
 

· Bespoke Upholstery Service 

· Antique furniture bought & sold 

· Carpet & Upholstery cleaning      
service  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact 
Ruth Browning 

Mobile : 07961 145866 

Email: rb.upholstery@gmail.com 

www.browningsupholstery.co.uk 
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FOR MORE INFO PLEASE CALL MARTIN ON 07817464420  

PARISH@BTINTERNET.COM     FACEBOOK LOCAL LOGS     WWW.LOCALLOGS.NET             

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              
 
       Email:  josh@mdff.co.uk  



 

ROUNDABOUT  Page 13 

 
 
 

 
The Two Moors Festival 

announces programme for October 2026 
 

The internationally- renowned chamber music festival – the 
Two Moors Festival will take place in October across 
Dartmoor from Thursday 1st October until Sunday 4th 
October and on Exmoor from Thursday 8th October until 
Sunday 11th October. This year’s Festival includes the best 
of chamber music and song, spanning six centuries of 
musical tradition, as well as talks and workshops. Eighteen 
events will be held in twelve venues ranging from Great 
Fulford to Exeter Cathedral, from East Quay, Watchet to All 
Saint’s Church, Dulverton.  
 
Since 2001, the Two Moors Festival has evolved into one of 
the most distinctive classical music festivals in the UK. It 
usually welcomes over 4,000 people to its rural venues. The 
Festival also nurtures young artists through its Young 
Musicians’ Competition and its residency programme for 
Duos at the beginning of their careers. 
  
The Festival has become a cornerstone of the South West’s 
cultural calendar. Every October for the past twenty-five 
years, venues across Devon and Somerset - from village 
halls to churches from castles to museums, from country 
houses to railway stations - have come to life with inspiring 
recitals, concerts, operas, newly commissioned works, talks, 
poetry readings, exhibitions, school workshops, 
masterclasses, and more. 
 
Highlights of this year’s Festival on Dartmoor include: 
· Haydn Salon at Great Fulford 
· Armonico Consort – surround sound choral concert 
with local schools in Exeter Cathedral 
· Noriko Ogawa, plays the piano for an ‘All Ages’ 
concert including Chopin, Elgar, Mozart and Brahms 
· Calidore Quartet play Dvořák and Mark Anthony 
Turnage’s ‘Arietta’ the UK premiere 
· Michael Collins and Noriko Ogawa play works for 
clarinet and piano by Poulenc, Debussy and Saint-Saëns 
   
And on Exmoor:  
· Songs and chamber music by Grieg, Grainger and 
world premiere of Gavin Higgins’ new song cycle with 
soprano Claire Booth, Artistic Director, Tamsin Waley-
Cohen (violin) and Christopher Glynn (piano) 
· Rachel Podger and Lucie Horsch, baroque violin and 
recorder artists join forces to play duos by Bach and 
Telemann 
· Tamsin Waley-Cohen (violin) and Claire Booth 
(soprano) perform Kurtag’s seminal song cycle by 
candlelight 
· She’Koyokh – an exciting seven piece ensembles play 
klezmer and traditional music from the Balkans, Turkey and 
beyond. 
· Festival Finale – Steven Osborne plays Beethoven’s 
Diabelli variations as well as works by Schumann, Satie and 
Ravel 
 
Tickets will be available to the general public on Monday 
13th July  at www.twomoorsfestival.co.uk or tickets may be 
booked directly by telephone on +44 (0)1772 439 062 
Monday to Friday, 9am – 1pm. 
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THE ART BOX – September 2026 
With Ruth Smith Gallery and Red Mud Arts. If you would like to contribute a 
review or reflection, please send to Ruth at ruth@ruthsmithgallery.co.uk 

Red Mud Arts dates for your diary: 
 

Creative Kin: Morning drawing group 10-12 on the second Monday of the month. Email hello@emmelinewebb.com 
Artists’ Critique Group: Second Tuesday of the month, 7-9pm in North Tawton. Email ruth.helen.smith@outlook.com. 
Open Mic Night: Second Wednesdays from 7.30, Copper Key. Contact Wez via the Facebook group. 
Portrait Sessions: Paused for Summer, normally third Saturdays, 10-1, Community Centre - shelley@shelleysaxonunmasked.co.uk. 
Life Drawing: Last Tuesday of the month, 7-9pm at the Community Centre, North Tawton. Email ruth.helen.smith@outlook.com. 
Join our mailing list to hear about upcoming gatherings, talks and workshops at redmudarts@gmail.com 

Marie Stockmarr Becker (viola) and Fabio 
Monni (organ) are an eclectic artist duo based 
between Sweden and Denmark, where they 
work as freelance musicians and artists. Fabio 
also serves as a church organist. 

They have been playing together for 
many years, performing everything from 
early music to newly written scores and 
pieces of their own invention. In October 
they will be returning for an art residency 
at Ruth Smith Gallery, with another in 
Totnes later in the month. 

During their North Tawton residency last 
year, Marie and Fabio fell in love with 
the place and its people. They were 

deeply inspired by Devon's folk stories 
and decided to offer the parish a concert 
as part of the re-dedication celebrations 
for St Peter's Church. 

Expect festive and meditative music, 
Renaissance dances, Scandinavian folk 
tunes, and more—all for your delight! 
The event runs about 40 minutes and 
starts at 15:30.  

“We warmly invite you to come and share 
a joyful afternoon with us”! 

 
11th October, 3:30 pm - St. Peter's Church, 
North Tawton 

-Fabio Monni 

Did you see the solar eclipse? 
Amanda Barlow sent in these pictures below. Lots of people 
gathered in North Tawton’s park on Wednesday 12th 
August. Amanda took a colander and steamer and paper, and 
someone else provided a chair...  

Here’s a picture (right) of the eclipse taken by projecting the 
eclipse through a telescope onto tracing paper. You could 
draw a pattern on it, colour it in, cut out and turn into a little 
hanging decoration. 
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Lend Me Your Ears 
 

This poetry column is co-ordinated by writer and actor, Arran 
Hawkins of The Bizarre Poetry Emporium in Okehampton, to 

bring you poems from local contemporary poets! 

If you would like to submit a poem, email Arran at 
lend.me.your.ears.2023@gmail.com. 

This month’s poet is Anne Middleton. Anne is the Performing Arts 
Enabler for DROPS - making waves through the arts. DROPS 

recognises the value of each individual drop and the impact we can 
make on our communities when we’re connected to our source and 

each other. Her poem, There's a place for us, features in her play, 
Bloomin' Church!, which will be at the Edinburgh Festival Fringe 

from 12th-15th August. Bloomin' Church! breaks down the walls of 
‘church’, revealing the cracks, but also the potential to bloom, when 

we allow each other the space to be ourselves… 
 

There’s a place for us 
 

There’s a place for us, when the world condemns and constricts  
and notions of right and wrong conflict in your soul; 
a place beyond judgement and preconceived notions,  
no restrictions or attempts to control.  
 
The gate is always open; though the path is hidden  
by brambles and things that might sting, but don’t be afraid;  
wade deeper into the woods – just take my hand, and 
together we can find an open glade. 
 
On holy ground, soft grass beneath bare feet, we meet and,  
stripped of all façade, we see each other, as we are –   
not as threat or object (or two opposing households),  
but soul-to-soul, for who we truly are. 
 
There’s a time for us – and in truth, the time is now –  
don’t waste another minute to grasp this fragile prize; 
for this sacred space exists each time we recognise  
the source of all love in another’s eyes. 
 
And then we realise – this place is for ev’ryone; 
for this is a new way of living and this new way –  
this glimpse of heaven on earth – can be ours, if only  
we’re brave enough to show others the way… 
 

  
There’s a place for us © May 2023 Anne Middleton 

Written for ‘Somewhere’ set, Hope Theatre Café Summer Concert 
2023. Also inspired by Rumi’s poem, Out Beyond Ideas 

Sampford Courtenay Reading Group 
Do you love reading and enjoy a good discussion? If so, the Sampford 

Courtenay Reading Group might be for you, and we would love to hear from 
you. (You don't need to live in Sampford Courtenay). 

We meet on the last Tuesday of each month, and members take it in turns to 
choose each month's book. We cover all genres, fiction and non-fiction. 

If you would like more information, or to join a meeting, please contact: 

alisonthornton25@gmail.com. 
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BOW & DISTRICT 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY  

 

Peter and Sue Knight  
On the St Michael Line 

 
A Pilgrimage Route and Song Line which crosses 
southern England, including Devon. The talk will 

look at all aspects of the Line, including the 
pilgrimage, astronomy, dowsing energies and 
will include local Devon places on the line.   

 
7.15 for 7.30pm Monday 28 September 

 
 
 

Bow Village Hall, EX17 6HU  
Everyone welcome: Visitors £5 

Annual Membership £15. 
Enquiries 01363 82468 

OKEHAMPTON AND DISTRICT 
LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY TALK 

'Stone Rows of Dartmoor' 

by Peter Knight 
Wednesday 9th September 

Ockment Centre, Okehampton 7.30 pm 

All Welcome. Visitors £4.00. 

 
St James’ Church, Bondleigh 
Guided Walk and Cream Tea 
Saturday 5th September 2026 

 
This year’s fundraiser for Devon Historic Churches 
Trust will be a guided walk around the parish (and, 

possibly beyond!) followed by a cream tea back at the 
Church.   

 
Starting from St James’ Church around 11.30am, our 

walk will include footpaths and farmland and may be of 
particular interest to anyone who is new to our parish, 

as well as everyone who is familiar with 
Bondleigh.  There will also be a shorter walk option. 

 
Cream teas available from 2pm – 5pm, even if you are 
not walking, we welcome you to come along and meet 

with friends for a delicious cream tea. 
 

(50% of funds raised are returned to St James’ Church) 
 

Adults £5.00 
 

Children 11 years and under – free 
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NORTH TAWTON TOWN COUNCIL 
Town Clerk:  Caroline Ellis 

14A The Square, North Tawton, EX20 2EP - 01837 880121 
townclerk@northtawtontowncouncil.gov.uk - deputyclerk@northtawtontowncouncil.gov.uk 

The office is open Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, 10.30 a.m.– 1.30 p.m. 

Swings and Roundabouts 
We are very pleased to announce the arrival and 
instalment of the new swings at the park! This has 
been a long and ongoing project, which our Town 
Clerk and several Councillors have been so 
dedicated to sorting out. A big thank you to those 
involved for all your hard work. The project has 
been funded through Section 106 funding from 
West Devon Borough Council, from the Allison 
Homes development.   Do head over to the park 
and give the new equipment a try if you haven’t 
already over the summer break.  

The park has been such a great asset over the 
years, and remains a lovely open space to picnic, 
spend time as a family, for kids to go and play, to 
connect and try out the trim trail, skate track, 
trampoline and sports pitch. As it remains so 
important to stay active, our Deputy Clerk would 
like to know if there have been any unique ways 
you have used the park and it’s equipment to stay 
active. How many times can you bounce on the 
trampoline in a minute? How many cartwheels can 
you do? Can you make it across the monkey bars? 
Can you balance on the low beams of the trim 
trail? What else have you tried? We would love to 
know! It gives the Council good feedback as to 
how this space is used, and we know it is loved by 
many.  

We know there are no actual roundabouts in the 
park, but this Roundabout Magazine has been a 

major point of contact between the Council and 
the local residents of North Tawton – so we would 
also like to extend out thanks to the Roundabout 
team for their continued support and publication of 
Council articles and news. Keep up the good 
work!  

The Town Council Office is open Monday, 
Tuesday and Wednesday, 10.30-1.30 but we are 
available to answer the phone outside of these 
hours, on 01837 880121. And don’t forget you are 
welcome to use the bookswap for those soon to be 
cosy autumn reads.  

Please do feel free to contact us with any enquiries 
via: 

Caroline Ellis, Town Clerk: 
townclerk@northtawtontowncouncil.gov.uk 
Hannah Bruni, Deputy Clerk: 
deputyclerk@northtawtontowncouncil.gov.uk 
Colin Lee, Chairman: 
colin.lee@northtawtontowncouncil.gov.uk 

 

Okehampton Branch Basic Beekeeping Course 2027  

runs January to April with 8 evening classes at Whiddon Down 
followed by 1 practical session with an experienced beekeeper. Starts 
13th January. Tickets on sale via Eventbrite from Oct 26th. 

If you are thinking about keeping bees, Okehampton Beekeepers Association recommends our winter 
course starting Jan 13th 2027 costing £110. It runs for 8 sessions fortnightly until April covering all the 
basics of beekeeping from bee health, hive choices, setting up an apiary, extraction of honey etc. A 
summer practical session with a local experienced beekeeper is included as is membership of our 
association and the BBKA Guide to Beekeeping book. 

Beekeeping can be extremely rewarding but can be challenging. We recommend doing a course before 
you purchase your first colony. 

For further information contact education officer Ruth on educationokebees@gmail.com 
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Knit and Natter evenings 

+ other crafts welcome 
Bring a craft of your choice and share a relaxed evening 

Cuppa included - All welcome 
Held at North Street Chapel 6.30-9pm 

5th & 19th October 
 

For more information contact 
Charlotte Sampson 07706942901 
Charlotte.sampson22@gmail.com 

 

Suggested donation for each evening - £2  



 

ROUNDABOUT  Page 19 

Exbourne, Sampford Courtenay, 
and Jacobstowe WI   
The August meeting was a visit to Mowhay a 3/4-acre 
countryside garden in the village of Merton 
overlooking the Taw Valley, which has been 
developed by Kerry and Neil Littleales, over the past 4 
years, and is open through the National Garden 
Scheme. 

Even in drought conditions the garden was still a 
fascinating place to visit, with an abundance of 
planting, and a wonderful stroll through various areas. 
With a white garden, bonsai collection, fish pond and 
waterfall, orchard, vegetable patch, and the Wizard 
walk. It is hard to believe it has been created in such a 
short space of time. 

The afternoon concluded sitting in the shade under the 
apple trees, with a large slice of cake and a cup of tea, 
with our hosts answering numerous gardening 
question. 

Members have also been busy over the past weeks 
getting an exhibit ready depicting 100 years of Winnie 

the Pooh for the Okehampton show, where we received 
3rd prize. Congratulations to Clovelly and Bere Ferrers 
WI for their winning entries.     

Please come 
along to 
Exbourne and 
see if the WI is 
for you - contact 
07971413997. 

Photo - Members 
and partners 
enjoying cake and 
tea with Kerry and 
Neil Littleales.  

 

 Sampford Courtenay Flower Club 
 

2.30pm second Monday each month 
Sampford Courtenay Village Hall 

 
14th September  

Susan Griffiths—Demo 
Burnished Beauty 

 
For more information contact the Chair,  

Anne Gordon on 07824 549086. 
devonandcornwallfloralart@gmail.com 

 
 

 
 
 

The Armed Forces Veterans 
Breakfast Club  

meets on the third Saturday of the month at The Copper Key, 
Fore Street, North Tawton, For 10 a.m. 

We are open to all Armed Forces and Reservist Veterans of 
all three Services. 

For more information contact Ian on 07879 881159 

“North Tawton W.I. 
CraŌ and Produce Show” 

Saturday 5th September 12 – 4pm 

Why not pop in to North Tawton Town Hall 
and enjoy tea and cake whilst  

looking at the entries? 

Looking forward to seeing you! 
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BROADBURY LANDCARE 
 

All aspects of Garden Maintenance  
and Landscaping 

 
Andrew Barton 07532 216216 

 
Fully Qualified Fully Insured 

Free Estimates 

 
 
 
 
 

Dedicated teams of farm and companion animal vets. 
North Tawton        01837 82327 

  Okehampton          01837 658777 
  Hatherleigh          01837 810455 

www.northparkvets.co.uk 
      Farm: Emergency, routine, herd health, small holders. 

Pets: Vaccinations, neutering, nurse clinics, x-ray and operation 
facilities in all surgeries. 

 

PURE GREEN RURAL SERVICES 
 

All aspects of fencing undertaken 
Hedgelaying  

Dry stone walling 
No job too small 

Please Call Ed 07956 026511 
Puregreenruralservices@hotmail.co.uk  
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Blast from the Past: 
Kathie Drake recently discovered an old North 
Tawton parish magazine dating back to 1933, whilst 

clearing out the house of her late father, Brian 
Drake, of Essington Park. It is fascinating to see, 
and we hope to share a few pages at a time over the 
coming months. Here’s the first few pages. 
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NORTH TAWTON 

RUGBY 
FOOTBALL CLUB 

The Clubhouse is  
available to HIRE for  

PRIVATE FUNCTIONS
Competitive Rates 

Ample Parking 
Now with free wifi  

 

  ALL EVENTS CATERED FOR 
 

 Call  
 SARAH on     7      

North Tawton Bowling Club 
All welcome. All you need are flat shoes. During the 

summer we have informal sessions where we practice or 
roll up on Monday evenings from 6.00 pm. Some taster 

sessions and tuition can also be arranged. 

For further information please visit our website 
www.northtawtonbc.co.uk or call John Kinsey on 

07707 20807136 

Badminton Club 
North Tawton Town Hall 

All levels—Beginners welcome 
Ring Andrew on 

07950373103 
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Graph sourced by Noah Smith 
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NORTH TAWTON TOWN  
Chairperson: Tony Jelley 07969577719 

Secretary/Booking Sec.: Lin Ford 07821472495 

 

North Tawton Community Centre 
Barton Street 

Call Mark: 01837 82608 

North Tawton Library of Things 
 

Join for £5 a year and borrow any of the items we 
have in the library for free.  
 

Open 5.30-6.30 Thursdays in the Chapel of Rest. 
 

You can join online or with a paper form (available in 
the Post Office).  
 

www.northtawtonlibraryofthings.myturn.com/library/ 

Quakers 
Ockment Centre, North St., Okehampton, EX20 1AR 

10.30 - 11.30 on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month  
01837 55805 -  okehampton.quakermeeting.org  

 

Orthodox Church 
Devon Parish of Holy Prophet Elias 

For details of services contact 
Celia or Martin Olsson (01837 82796)  
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ROUNDABOUT DEADLINE:  

Community News, Articles, and Events are pub-
lished free of charge, and must  be received by Ruth 
Smith by the 15th of the month before publication at:  
editor@northtawtonroundabout.com 

 

For prices and invoicing of Commercial Advertise-
ments, please contact Simon Williams at: 
adverts@northtawtonroundabout.com  

  

North Tawton Benefice  
North Tawton, Sampford Courtenay, Bondleigh and Honeychurch  

RECTOR:     Rev’d Dr David Spence (01837 89243)    revdspence@gmail.com  
 

ASSISTANT MINISTERS:  Rev’d Rita Bullworthy (01837 89168)     ritabullworthy@yahoo.co.uk 
     Rev’d Joe Moesel (07470 297287)           jsmoesel@outlook.com  
 

PARISH WORKER:   Mr. Wez Cutler (07540 127827)               wez@stpetersnorthtawton.org.uk 
 

CHURCHWARDENS: 
St Peter’s North Tawton    Mr. Paul Andrews (01837 82648) 
St James’ Bondleigh    Mr. Danny Semorad (07814 877151)     Mr. Graham Stokes (01837 82240) 
St Andrew’s Sampford Courtenay  Mr. Rory Robinson (07811 324154) 
St Mary’s Honeychurch    Mr. Ray Squire (07883 626724)             Mr. Richard Weeks (07790 636920) 
 

Church webpage: www.stpetersnorthtawton.org.uk 
Facebook:     www.facebook.com/stpetersnorthtawton 

 
 

Services at St. Andrew’s Church 
S a m p f o rd C o u r t e n ay 

 

6 September 9.30am Morning Worship 
13th September 9.30am  Communion 
20th September 6pm   Choral Evensong 
25th September 6pm  Harvest Festival & Supper 
27th September 9.30am Communion 
 

 

Services for St. Peter’s Church 
currently at North Tawton Primary School 

 

6th September  11am     Morning Worship 
13th September  11am     Informal Communion 
20th September  11am     Family Service 
27th September  9.30am  Toast Church 
  11am     Traditional Communion 

 

Services at St. James’s Church 
B o n d l e i g h 

 
 

6th September     9.30am   Communion 
20th September   3pm   Harvest Evensong 
 

 

Services at St. Mary’s Church 
H o n eyc h u rc h 

 

6 September 3pm   Evensong/Communion 

 

 
North Street Chapel Sundays  

 

6th September - 11am Special Service Ken Hamilton 
13th September - 11am Breaking of Bread 

20th September - 3pm Tea & Praise—Morning Star Ministries 
27th September - 11am Breaking of Bread 

 

Please contact Richard for further details 07835033062 

 

The Benefice Choir 

Available to sing at 

WEDDINGS ā BAPTISMS ā FUNERALS 

   Roger Cleverdon   01837 810320 

Church Flowers & Brass 
Honeychurch 
September    Mary Pyle 
 

Bondleigh 
6th & 13th September Jacqui Bourne 
20th & 27th September Sonia Rix 
 
North Tawton Brass 
September   Margaret Arscott 
 
North Tawton Flowers 
September   Margaret Arscott 

From the Registers 

Weddings  25th July   Julia Owen and Chris Towl  St Andrew’s, Sampford Courtenay 
Funeral  6th August   Richard Turner    St Andrew’s Sampford Courtenay  
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WINDOWS-DOORS-CONSERVATORIES-JOINERY 

(Covering the whole of Devon) 

HIGH QUALITY PRODUCTS BACKED UP BY OVER 25 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE HELPING CUSTOMERS TO IMPROVE THEIR 

HOMES 

Why not give them a call to see what they can do for you 
and your property........ 

01837 54019 or enquiries@okehamptonglass.com 

www.okehamptonglass.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 For experienced, 

local advice you can trust 
T. 01837 52379 
www.peterslaw.co.uk 
Bideford Bude Holsworthy Okehampton 

1 West Street, Okehampton  
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