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C. J. Steer & Sons Ltd 
Funeral Directors 

Est 1969 
 

24 hour Service  
All Facilities 

 
Homefield, Station Road, Bow 

 

Tel: 01363 82414       Mobile: 07785 540248 

 

 
 

NICHOLS NYMET HOUSE 

 
MANOR HOUSE BED AND BREAKFAST  

& SELF CATERING COTTAGES  
www.devonbedandbreakfast.co.uk  

email mandpgoodman@outlook.com 

Tel 01837 82626 
 

For all your accommodation requirements –  
When family and friends come to stay use us as guest rooms. 

 Peaceful location 1.5 miles from North Tawton 
WITH WONDERFUL VIEWS 

We offer three large bedrooms all with  
en-suite bathrooms including a family suite  

for up to 5.  
Full English Breakfast using finest produce. 

Rates from £62.50 per person per night –  
Children half price. 

 
Also we can offer Self Catering Cottages available on a 

weekly basis. 
Please see our Trip advisor reviews and Facebook pages. 

 
Weirford House 

in picturesque Sampford Courtenay 
 

Well equipped Garden Barn for self-catering  
or bed and breakfast 

 
Avril Flanagan - 01837 89132 

 
5* ratings on Google.      See our website for details 

 

www.weirfordhouse.co.uk          avril@weirfordhouse.co.uk 

“Roundabout” is printed by Hedgerow Print 
Crediton EX17 1DN 

 

Sampford Courtenay Parish Website: 
 

http://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/ 
 

The website is managed by Julie Carpenter who 
can be contacted on  

 
juliec2911@hotmail.co.uk 

or  
admin@sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk 

or by phone: 
07866 605184 

North Tawton Website: 
www.northtawton.org 

http://www.devonbedandbreakfast.co.uk/
mailto:mandpgoodman@outlook.com
http://www.weirfordhouse.co.uk
http://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/
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From The Rectory  

The day before sitting down to write this article I began 
my sermon at St Peter’s with recalling my childhood 
memories of visiting the German Underground Hospital 
(now known as the Jersey War Tunnels) in my home 
island of Jersey.  These are a complex of tunnels, up to 
150 feet deep, dug into a granite hillside, originally to 
allow the occupying German forces to find protection 
the event of an allied invasion.  Later they became a 
field hospital, hence the name. 

But this is no ordinary museum and no ordinary 
engineering project.  Without question the exhibitions 
in the tunnels highlight the cruelty of the Nazi 
occupiers and the suffering of the Jersey people during 
the Second World War.  Their construction was 
managed by the Organisation Todt using over 5,000 
slave labourers mostly POWs.  Many died in the 
horrendous conditions of malnutrition, exhaustion and 
disease.  But what I remember of this place when I 
visited as a school child was the deep feeling and even 
taste of evil that pervaded the place.  The very rock 
crying out with the blood of those who’d given their 
lives digging those tunnels. 

It made a massive impression on me as a child.  Even 
then I felt a deep sadness, anger and a strong revulsion 
to the place where these people had been treated like 
cheap tools.  When we see great evil, we want to see 
justice done.  The War Tunnels is my earliest memory 
of that, but it’s certainly not the last.   

War, even when engaged in for the best of reason, often 
produces situations of injustice, exploitation and 
evil.  This was just one small part in a much larger 
tapestry of evil which spans both wartime and peace. 

The good news is that as well as promising us that he 
will bring eternal and lasting peace, God also promises 

justice too.  He too is sad, revulsed and angry at the evil 
done in this world and he will one day see justice is 
done.  And all will recognise that his justice has been 
totally fair and just.   

Then we are promised the great multitude will praise 
God with these words as they see justice finally and 
completely done: 

“Hallelujah!  
Salvation and glory and power belong to our God,  
    for true and just are his judgments…” (Revelation 
19:1-2a) 

Not only that, to those who have sought refuge in God 
and his Son, Jesus, he promises a future new life in a 
world without war, evil, or any form of suffering: 

“[God] will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will 
be no more death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for 
the old order of things has passed away.” (Revelation 
21:4) 

Remembrance Sunday in North Tawton 

This year there is a change to the Remembrance 
Sunday services in North Tawton to combine the 
various Acts of Remembrance taking place into 
one.  The Remembrance parade will meet at 10:30am in 
the Square and will proceed up to the War Memorial in 
the cemetery for the Act of Remembrance which will 
take place around 10:50am, with the two minutes 
silence taking place at 11am.  The procession will then 
proceed to St Peter’s church for the rest of the 
Remembrance Sunday service. 

- David Spence 
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House Building ∙ Extensions ∙ Conservatories 
Barn Conversion · Brick, Block, Stone Work 
Driveway Paviours ∙ Rendering, Plastering ∙  

Patios Wall & Floor Tiling ∙  
Wood Work all fixings  

 

IAN RICE Builder 
Sunnyridge, Moor View, North  

Devon EX20 2HW 
Mob: 0 7 9 6 7 4 1 8 1 1 0 

ipricebuilding@gmail.com 

Kevin 
     Osborne 
   Aerials & Satellite 
   City & Guilds NVQ 
 

0 1 3 6 3 7 7 7 1 9 0     0 7 8 4 1 6 4 4 3 9  5 

Aerial Upgrades ∙ All aspects of Installation and 
Discreet Installation ∙ Extra TV Points ∙ Existing Aerial 

Satellite Problems Resolved ∙ DAB Radio  
Free Advice ∙ Free Quotation Service ∙ Free Signal  

SM Plumbing & Heating 

Stuart  
 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 
 

Contact me on 
 

07738 759606  or  01837 880067 
 

No.519960     stuartmoffat2@h otmail.com 
 

4, Park Houses, North Tawton, EX20 2DX 

 

FORE STREET GARAGE 

( Proprietor: Kevin Hodge) 
Fore Street, North Tawton 

Tel: 01837 82006 

M.O.T. TESTING STATION 
Servicing and Repairs to all makes and models 

Competitive Rates            Fully Qualified Mechanic 
GoodGarageScheme.com 

( Registered Member ) 

KEVIN RICE 
FULLY QUALIFIED BUILDER & DECORATOR 

With 40 years experience in and around  

North Tawton. 

 
All aspects of building work from small repairs to 

new builds undertaken by a local tradesman who 
cares about quality and personal service. 

Contact Kevin 

Mobile:  07749 674357       

 

Tel: 01837 82271           W J Morris & Sons 

                     

 ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS & CON-

TRACTORS 

Established 1953 
 

                     Timber Yard, Sampford Courtenay 
                                    Okehampton EX20 2TB 

 
FARM, DOMESTIC & INDUSTRIAL INSTALLATIONS,  
EMERGENCY LIGHTING, FIRE & SECURITY ALARMS  

mailto:stuartmoffat2@hotmail.com
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Roundabout 
 

 is published for the community on  
behalf of the four parish churches of North Tawton,  
Sampford Courtenay, Bondleigh and Honeychurch. 

 

Opinions expressed by contributors are their own and 
are not necessarily endorsed by the Church,  

by the PCC, by members of the four churches, or by the 
Editor. 

 

Contributions should be sent by email to Ruth Smith at 
editor@northtawtonroundabout.com or at  

The Pottery, 5 The Square, North Tawton, EX20 2ER 
by the 15th of the month before publication is required.  

 

New advertisers are always welcome. 
Advertisements can be arranged for shorter  
periods than one year or for single editions. 

For advertising enquiries contact Simon Williams at 
adverts@northtawtonroundabout.com  

 

See us online on www.northtawtonroundabout.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 
North Tawton 
 Ken Bragg    01363 530673 
 Jackie Tye              01837 880479 
  
Sampford Courtenay/Honeychurch   
 Rory Robinson   07811 324154  
 Lynn Robinson   07966 477465 
 
Bondleigh  
 Danny Semorad   07814 877151  
 Lin Warre    01837  82089 

 Tuesday Chat 
 

Coffee, Cake and Company! 
 

St Peter’s Church 
 

Drop in for a friendly chat and coffee anytime 
between 10.30 a.m. –12 noon 
Next ones: 10th & 24th November 

(2nd & 4th Tuesday of the month) 

For more information contact Jo Fear (01837 82553) 

 

Contributors: Please Note, 
For submissions, contact Ruth at:  

editor@northtawtonroundabout.com  

And for advert pricing & invoicing, contact Simon at: 

adverts@northtawtonroundabout.com 

And the deadline is the 15th of the month prior to 
publishing. 

Midweek Communion 
St Peter’s North Tawton 
12pm — 24th November  2026 

 

Please do join us for a traditional said communion 
service from the Prayer Book.  

Be Still 
A short informal monthly service of themed prayers, 
reflections & readings and creating space to dwell in 

the presence of God 
 

St. Andrew’s Church,  Sampford Courtenay, 
Fourth Thursdays at 10 a.m. 

 

At North Street Chapel: 

Bible Study  

Wednesday Evenings 6:30 pm 

If you would like a drink prior to study time, please arrive 
earlier and make one for yourself and chat with others. 

Coffee, Chat and prayer 

2nd and 4th Fridays of the month at 3pm. 

Help needed  
for Roundabout Deliveries in 

Sampford Courtenay

Could anyone be a backup person for sorting the 
Sampford Courtenay Roundabouts into delivery rounds 

and delivering them to the three distribution points.   
If you could help please contact David on 01837 89243  

or david@stpetersnorthtawton.org.uk 
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Angels Hair Salon 
 

Hair in the  Square ·  01837 82430 
      07594910219  

 
Modern Unisex Hair Salon 

 
• Official Suppliers of Tigi Hair products 
•        Modern salon with the most up to date  

• Free to join Reward Scheme 

• Cosmetics for sale at below high street prices 

• Exclusive salon hire available for private  
 

Tuesdays  -  Wednesdays  -  Thursdays  -  Fridays 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Saturdays 
Phone for Appointment 

 

11 The Square, North Tawton, EX20 2JD 

 

Taw Va l ley Dental Care 
 

56 Fore Street 
North Tawton 

EX20 2DT 
 

Telephone: 01837 880096 
 

Oral Health Accessible to All 

       

Ecomojo zero waste shop 

Bring your own containers and 
refill foods (many organic, 

cleaning products, plastic free 
toiletries, local produce and 

gifts).   
 

8 High Street, North Tawton. EX20 2HF.   

Opening hours Tuesday - Friday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.  

 

Hi, I’m Lucy Barzotelli, a newly trained foot health 
specialist. My phone number is 07548681297 for 
bookings. I am a friendly mobile service. 
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Knit and Natter evenings 

+ other crafts welcome 
Bring a craft of your choice and share a relaxed evening 

Cuppa included - All welcome 
Held at North Street Chapel 6.30-9pm 

2nd, 16th & 30th November 
 

For more information contact 
Charlotte Sampson 07706942901 
Charlotte.sampson22@gmail.com 

 

Suggested donation for each evening - £2 

 

 Sampford Courtenay Flower Club 
 

2.30pm second Monday each month 
Sampford Courtenay Village Hall 

 

12th October 
AGM 

Fiona Hammond—Demo 
Hotch Potch (Imposed) 

 

For more information contact the Chair,  
Anne Gordon on 07824 549086. 

Sampford Courtenay Reading Group 

Do you love reading and enjoy a good discussion? If so, the 
Sampford Courtenay Reading Group might be for you, and 
we would love to hear from you. (You don't need to live in 

Sampford Courtenay). 

We meet on the last Tuesday of each month, and members 
take it in turns to choose each month's book. We cover all 

genres, fiction and non-fiction. 

If you would like more information, or to join a meeting, 
please contact: 

alisonthornton25@gmail.com. 
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      M. C. Poole Contractors       Digger hire with driver 

      Most work undertaken         General drainage & 

     Ground Work 

CITB 

              Tel: 01837 83130            Mobile: 07970 653827 
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Ramblings of a North Tawton W.I. Member 

 
October already? Not possible. Who nicked September 
when we weren’t looking? Every year, it feels like the gap 
between the August Bank holiday and Christmas is 
shrinking. And another thing. Garden Centres. Or rather the 
Garden Centres that have got the Halloween stuff right next 
to the Christmas stuff. Just stop it. You’re confusing me. 
And life is confusing enough without that.  
Wonder if our October speaker has written her Christmas 
cards yet. Or made her Christmas cake. Or her mince pies. 
That’s the sort of organised person you imagine the Chief 
Executive Officer of the National Federation of W.I.’s to be. 
Let me introduce you to Melissa Green. And there she was -
  in the Rugby Club - giving us a fascinating whistle-stop 
guide to her role within the W.I. whilst also pointing out 
how the W.I. will always need to change and evolve thus 
reflecting how women's roles have changed and evolved 
through the years.  
 
Melissa has been working for the W.I. for seven years and 
has a professional background in the third sector i.e. 
working with groups that are non-governmental, not for 
profit and are ‘values driven’ such as registered charities and 
voluntary and community organisations. In her own words, 
she looks after the ‘non sexy’ parts - legal support, 
governance and policy. In 2019 the N.F.W.I. was at a 
crossroads - numbers were declining - with concerns that the 
organisation was failing to adapt to a changing world. Enter 
Melissa Green who was tasked with ‘doing something 
different’. A distinct ‘lack of time’ seemed to be the reason 
for falling membership - women's lives were being squeezed 
ever smaller as work and family commitments left little 
spare time to join a group or club. As a result of this, 
together with adapting to a post Covid world, the Virtual 
W.I. was invented and the concept was embraced 
enthusiastically around the country, with ladies ‘meeting’ 
over Zoom. 
Melissa also touched on the monthly magazine, W.I. Life, 
that every member receives. Within the pages of the 
magazine were numerous leaflets advertising stair lifts, walk 
in baths and elasticated waist clothing. The strong feeling 
from the membership was ‘please don’t send these 
leaflets - even if we are using these items!’ 
Another aspect of membership that is being 
closely scrutinised is subscriptions. Each members 
subs is divided three ways with amounts going to 
the local group, the County group and National - it 

is hoped that, in time [and rightly so in our opinion] a larger 
proportion of the fee will go to the local group.  
Melissa most certainly earned her cup of tea at the break and 
it was good to see her chatting to members and, hopefully, 
enjoying the buzz of our fabulous meeting. 
 
We must be doing something right - as, apparently, there are 
a number of husbands that want to join our W.I. Must be 
something to do with the great speakers we book for our 
meetings, the number and variety of trips, activities and 
workshops that we put on, and possibly something to do 
with the amount of food/cake we consume. ‘Husband’ is one 
of them. The forlorn look on his face when he asks where 
I’m going/what are you doing/who’s this months speaker, 
can almost bring me to tears. So I look at him with a tiny 
twinge of sympathy and say ‘bad luck’. I know. I need to 
toughen up. 
He would have really enjoyed our trip to Treguddick 
distillery. He would have laughed till he cried at The Little 
Shop of Horrors at the Northcott theatre. He would have 
found our trip to Exeter Law Courts absolutely fascinating. 
Fact remains – he didn’t. Cos he wasn’t there. 
Charles Hanson – one of the UK’s leading auctioneers - is 
paying us another visit and I’m sure he will be just as 
enthusiastic, knowledgeable and entertaining as he was 
when he first came to North Tawton. I’ve dug out a couple 
of items to take. One of them being my old nurses buckle. 
Back in the ‘olden’ days my uniform consisted of a frock, a 
cape and a starched cotton cap.  I’d love to know how many 
cans of Robin’s Spray Starch I got through - attempting to 
get my cap to look like it was made of cardboard. Oh, we 
looked so smart. [can you hear my deep nostalgic sigh?] 
Alas, those days are long gone and my oh so smart uniform 
has been replaced with something far more practical. And 
nurses buckles are now redundant.  
Just remembered – husband is coming with us to Clarks 
Shopping Village again in November. I’m sure there’s a 
really good reason why we actively encourage our husbands 
to join us on this particular outing. Just can’t think what it 
is……...                                                        

- Sue Knott 

BONDLEIGH RAINFALL 
September's weather was very similar to August with small amounts of 
rain spread through the month. The only significant rainfall was on the 
7th with 13.9 mm. Total for the month was 43.7mm compared to 
143.7mm last year. It has remained warm leaving the ground still very 
dry and many streams still dry. October has seen a change to more 
autumnal weather with cooler nights. Rain has finally arrived by the 
9th. Is winter nearly here?            

  - Danny Semorad 



 

ROUNDABOUT  Page 10 

                                           
 
 

 
 

 
 

Wall & Floor Tiling         Under Tile Heating 

Waterproof Tanking         Free Quotations 
 
Tel              Mob 07729  460746  

 

Older Property Building Surveys 
 

• Thatched or slate properties built of Cob or Stone. 

• Custom Thatched Roof Surveys. 

• Weekend "Hands on" Thatching Courses. 
 

Master Thatcher and Residential Property Surveyor 
 www.thatchedhomeinspector.co.uk                

Ring Charles on  01647 231 706 or 
07771512670 

Holland Park Farm, South Tawton, 
Okehampton, EX20 2PP 

 

WHITEGATES JOINERY 
BESPOKE JOINERY SPECIALISTS 

 
KITCHENS, STAIRS, DOORS,  
SLIDING SASH WINDOWS,  

CONSERVATION WORK 
 

FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION 
QUOTE CALL ROGER 

 

01837 847682 / 07887731197 
 

E MAIL whitegates05@yahoo.com 
 
 

Practical Wood Working Lessons Available 

Brownings Upholstery 

 

Traditional Upholsterers 

Carpet & Upholstery cleaning also  

Available 

North Tawton, Devon 
 
 

• Bespoke Upholstery Service 

• Antique furniture bought & sold 

• Carpet & Upholstery cleaning      

service  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact 
Ruth Browning 

Mobile : 07961 145866 

Email: rb.upholstery@gmail.com 

www.browningsupholstery.co.uk 
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BOW & DISTRICT 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY  

 

Annual General Meeting 
 

Social evening with a light supper, followed by a musical 
presentation by Adrienne Hesketh.   

 
6.45 for 7pm Monday 23rd November 

 
£12 admission. Please book by 18 November 01363 82468 

or email reden@rocketmail.com    
 
 
 

Bow Village Hall, EX17 6HU  
Everyone welcome: Visitors £5 

Annual Membership £15. 
Enquiries 01363 82468 

OKEHAMPTON AND DISTRICT 
LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY TALK 

'Admiral Fitzroy and his barometers'  

by Philip Collins  

Wednesday 14th October 

Ockment Centre, Okehampton 7.30 pm 

All Welcome. Visitors £4.00. 

Devon Sensory Outreach Service   
NORTH TAWTON COMMUNITY CENTRE 

   Free, confidential and impartial service for people 
with hearing and or/visual impairment provided by the 

Sensory Team, Devon County Council. 

Available on the third Thursday of each month in 
North Tawton Community Centre, Barton Street. 

 10.30 a.m. and 12 noon. 

For further information contact:  

Care Direct 0345 155 1007 or 07966 596881 

mailto:reden@rocketmail.com
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FOR MORE INFO PLEASE CALL MARTIN ON 07817464420  

PARISH@BTINTERNET.COM     FACEBOOK LOCAL LOGS     WWW.LOCALLOGS.NET             

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              
       Email:  josh@mdff.co.uk  
     www.mdff.co.uk 

mailto:josh@mdff.co.uk
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Sampford Courtenay 
Parish Council 

Volunteering ? Do you have any time to 

spare ? Are you , your neighbours, your 

friends,  concerned about the local roads 

and the traffic in the village ? You could 

all help manage  the issues we face, in a 

small way. Devon County Council’s 

Road Warden Scheme is  entirely 

voluntary and supports communities to 

manage the roads in their locality . 

The  type of work in the parish would 

range from clearing weeds , grass 

cutting and  managing the verges for 

wildlife . There are road signs that need 

cleaning and drainage  areas such as 

gullys that need maintaining. The 

County Council provides the 

insurance ,  the free training and 

volunteers work with the local 

Neighbourhood Highway Officer  to 

decide on the works necessary and how 

to carry out the projects. Would you 

be  interested ? Chat to the Clerk , email 

clerk@sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk  

Our Village Green is used for play and 

community events throughout the 

year .  Listening to our parishioners at 

the Open meeting in May – an idea for 

outdoor exercise  opportunities was 

broached and subsequently a report was 

presented to the  Councillors at the 

September meeting and all voted in 

favour of developing the 

scheme  over a two year period . 

Phase 1 this year will see the 

start of an exercise area 

suitable  for adults and older teenagers 

alike. Eventually a trim trail will evolve 

and help people  of all ages build 

strength and stamina , improve their 

balance and most of all 

enjoy  exercising out doors . In the 

Spring next year , 3 outdoor stations 

will be installed.  Watch out for further 

news !  

The next Parish Council meeting is on 

Wednesday November 18th at 7pm in 

the  Sampford Courtenay Village Hall. 

Please do come along and support the 

council work.  

Malcolm Harris Parish Clerk 

Exbourne, Sampford 
Courtenay, and Jacobstowe 
WI   
Members welcomed Dr Ben Morris 
of BASICS, an emergency volunteer 
doctor who provides specialist 
medical care at the scene of an 
accident or illness 
He was accompanied by Keith 
Lambeth and Meg Hanson from the 
North Dartmoor search and rescue 
team, whom Ben works alongside. 
Keith explained what happens in a 
call out and as many as 12 volunteers 
will work as a team to deliver a 
lifesaving service, in many difficult 
to reach situations, calling on the 
many different skills held by the 
volunteers. 

Members were shown the amount of 
equipment that is used to treat 
casualties, and how it needs to be 
light weight, when it is needed to 
reach inaccessible parts of 
Dartmoor.  
Ben then went on to demonstrate 
basic lifesaving technics, from 
assessing that area was safe, to 
calling for help, how to perform 
CPR, and the use a defibrillator. 
Although a very 
serious subject, it was 
a very enjoyable and 
informative talk, 
highlighting that 
together we can save 
lives when every 
second counts. And 

how these amazing groups rely on 
the generosity of the public, donors, 
fundraisers, and volunteers.  
You are welcome to come along to 
Exbourne Village Hall on the second 
Tuesday of the month and see if the 
WI is for you. 
 
Members and their partners on a visit 
to the Tiverton Canel taking a boat 
trip on the   Horse Drawn Barge.  

Den Brook Community 
Fund Surpasses 

£500,000 in Local 
Grants 

 

The Den Brook Community Fund has 
awarded more than £500,000 in grants 
to grassroots projects across its five 
representative parishes, supporting 
community groups, heritage 
restoration, village facilities and 
environmental initiatives. 

This milestone reflects years of 
community-led investment, helping 
turn local ideas into lasting 
improvements and essential amenities. 
The Committee extends its thanks to 
the volunteers, parish council 
representatives and residents whose 

dedication has helped identify local 
needs and guide funding decisions. 

The Committee would also like to 
express its particular thanks to the 
owners of Den Brook Wind Farm for 
their continued financial support, 
which has made it possible for the 
Denbrook Community Fund to provide 
this sustained investment in local 
communities. The Committee also 
wishes to acknowledge the 
Community Team at Renewable 
Energy Systems Ltd (RES) for their 
continued help, advice and support, 
which has assisted the Committee in 
its work and contributed to achieving 
this significant milestone. 

From the outset, the Fund has 
prioritised improving health and well-
being, supporting lasting community 

assets, enhancing voluntary activities, 
improving access for disadvantaged 
people, promoting equal opportunities, 
reducing energy costs through greener 
solutions and creating local 
employment. 

The Fund looks forward to supporting 
further projects that strengthen local 
communities and deliver lasting 
benefits for residents.  The next round 
for applications begins in November 
2026 and closes on the 31st January 
2027. 

The Den Brook Community Fund is 
administered by representatives of 
Bow, North Tawton, South Tawton, 
Spreyton, & Zeal Monachorum Town 
and Parish Councils. 
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THE ART BOX – November 2026 
With Ruth Smith Gallery and Red Mud Arts. If you would like to  
contribute a review or reflection, please send to Ruth at 
ruth@ruthsmithgallery.co.uk 

Red Mud Arts dates for your diary: 
 

Creative Kin: Morning drawing group 10-12 on the second Monday of the month. Email hello@emmelinewebb.com 

Artists’ Critique Group: Second Tuesday of the month, 7-9pm in North Tawton. Email ruth.helen.smith@outlook.com. 

Open Mic Night: Second Wednesdays from 7.30, Copper Key. Contact Wez via the Facebook group. 

Portrait Sessions: Paused normally third Saturdays, 10-1, shelley@shelleysaxonunmasked.co.uk. 

Life Drawing: Last Tuesday of the month, 7-9pm at the Community Centre, North Tawton. Email ruth.helen.smith@outlook.com. 

Exhibition for Ashridge Open Gardens: 6&7 November 

Join our mailing list to hear about upcoming gatherings, talks and workshops at redmudarts@gmail.com 

‘If music be the food of love, play 
on’, so wrote The Bard 

And when pipes and strings found 
folk frolics from the north 

With courtly-mannered melodies 
from more southerly shores 

They rang out across the aisle – the 
church was joyous 

 

Faces were lit with smiles and praise 

Frowns were silenced with fruitful 

chords 

And hearts were lightened 

 

Our sacred space was christened 
with a cacophony of vibrancy 

The medley of sound bringing both 
hope and humility 

A brief respite from the fractured 
world outside the lych gate 

And a resounding reminder of the 
sheer spectrum of creativity 

to speed us on our way 

 

A lyrical piece on the musical 
afternoon in the newly-reopened St 
Peter’s Church, which featured 
Scandinavian folk tunes and 
Renaissance dances from the 
Swedish duo of Marie Stockmarr 
Becker on viola, and Fabio Monni 
on the church organ. Written by 
Annie Wilby. 

Theatre in North Tawton 
After the success of last year’s performance, Living 
Room Theatre is returning to North Tawton on 7th No-
vember 2026 to perform The Uncertainty Principle, writ-
ten by award winning Playwright Simon Stephens (best 
known for the play adaptation of Mark Haddon’s The 
Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime). Simon 
says: 

"We're living in uncertain times, anxious times… ‘it 
might be the start of the most remarkable adventure’. If 
you don't know what's going to happen in your life, 
that's not necessarily a bad thing. To be alive, to be 
human, is empowered by our alertness to the unpredict-
able.” 

This year Philip Robinson (The End is in the Beginning, 
Every Brilliant Thing, All is Mended) is performing with 
Rose Reynolds (RSC, Netflix, BBC). As with last year, 
you can expect fantastic performances and we encourage 
people to stay after for drinks and chat, which Rose and 
Philip will join us for. 

The play is 80 minutes long with no interval; it has fre-
quent swearing and some sexual references and is suita-
ble for over 15’s. There is strobe lighting for the first two 
minutes, please alert the organisers before or on the night 
if you need assistance to manage this. This year the per-
formance is at North Tawton Rugby Club which is fully 
accessible and has plenty of parking; please leave spaces 
near the entrance for those with limited mobility. 

Please call Amanda Barlow (Weavetheground.co.uk) 079 
4038 4038 with any questions and to book (it’s helpful 
for us to know numbers in advance, so do book if you 
can). Tickets are also available from Ecomojo on the 
High Street in North Tawton.  

http://weavetheground.co.uk/
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The boy in the photograph.  
A poem for my dad 
 
The young , 17 year old keen and eager face,  
Uniformed for service,  
a photographed boy, 
no troubles, no horrors of war, 
just the present, but how 
 
The war changed that innocent life, 
a beautiful soul, 
The battle scars became many, 
in the life that would unfold, 
For the boy in the photograph. 
 
What would you have said to him? 
Would you tell him of the dangers, 
of the risks that he would face, 
to serve his country, 
and would he have grace.  
 
Injured and broken, 
along with many of your friends, 
the war raged on around you, 
Was it ever going to end?  
 
When you returned home, 
the boy in the photograph was still there, 
... just about, 
would humans ever truly change? 
you would ponder 

and you doubt. 
 
Your years of service noted, 
your medals polished and proud, 
I grew up listening to your tales of the war, and 
of the sea, 
A strange twist of fate  
making you 
the father of me. 
 
But I watched that smile fade, 
as I grew, 
the years of life took their toll, 
The Royal Navy and your life at sea, 
forever in your soul, 
 
You asked, when I was still so young,  
holding my hand as you left this world, 
dying from the wounds of war after 47 years of 
pain, 
"Will you remember?" 
Could it ever be the same? 
 
And as the hands of time move the calendar on, 
towards another November, 
A black and white photographed self, 
all that I have left, Lest I forget. 
 
And yes, 
I will remember. 
 

By Hannah Bruni 

Lend Me Your Ears 
This poetry column is co-ordinated by writer and 
actor, Arran Hawkins of The Bizarre Poetry Empori-
um in Okehampton, to bring you poems from local 
contemporary poets! 

 

If you would like to submit a poem, email Arran at 
lend.me.your.ears.2023@gmail.com. 

This month’s poem is by Hannah Bruni in remembrance of 
her father. 



 

ROUNDABOUT  Page 16 

 

BROADBURY LANDCARE 
 

All aspects of Garden Maintenance  
and Landscaping 

 

Andrew Barton 07532 216216 
 

Fully Qualified Fully Insured 
Free Estimates 

 
 
 
 
 

Dedicated teams of farm and companion animal vets. 
North Tawton        01837 82327 

  Okehampton          01837 658777 
  Hatherleigh          01837 810455 

www.northparkvets.co.uk 
      Farm: Emergency, routine, herd health, small holders. 

Pets: Vaccinations, neutering, nurse clinics, x-ray and operation 
facilities in all surgeries. 

 

PURE GREEN RURAL SERVICES 
 

All aspects of fencing undertaken 
Hedgelaying  

Dry stone walling 
No job too small 

Please Call Ed 07956 026511 
Puregreenruralservices@hotmail.co.uk  
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NORTH TAWTON TOWN COUNCIL 
Town Clerk:  Caroline Ellis 

14A The Square, North Tawton, EX20 2EP - 01837 880121 
townclerk@northtawtontowncouncil.gov.uk - deputyclerk@northtawtontowncouncil.gov.uk 

The office is open Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, 10.30 a.m.– 1.30 p.m. 

What we have been up to: 
 

As always, there has been a lot going 
on here at the Town Council Office. As 
we have moved into Autumn, we 
thought we would share with you some 
of the work the Councillors, Clerk and 
Deputy Clerk have achieved over the 
summer months.  

In August, repairs were made to the 
flagpole in the Memorial Park and the 
Town Clock was serviced. Defibrillator 
training took place and was well 
attended, along with the monthly 
Council Meeting, a post-
installation inspection for new 
swings was carried out, and our 
PAT Testing was arranged. The 
burial records have been updated, 
and quotes for work on the Lych 
Gate were obtained, amongst 
many other things.   

September saw meetings 
regarding light pollution, the 
delivery of the Town Council 
Emergency Plan to all households 
in the town, and our planning 
database has been updated. Grants 
have been explored to support 
ongoing projects within the 
Council, the volunteer weeding 
group was set up and had their 
first two meetings, and 
Speedwatch was promoted. All 
alongside the day to day running 
of the Council and the regular 
Finance and Full Council 
Meetings, and we have had a lot 
of interest in the Council-run 
Book Swap.  

As October started, both the Town 
Clerk and Deputy Clerk attended 
the Devon Association of Local 
Councils AGM and attended 
further training workshops. The 
results from the parking 
consultation were collated and 
analysed and made available via 
the website. Policies have been 
reviewed and updated, with a few 
new policies being introduced, the 
governance checklist confirmed 
the Council meets specific 
standards and is compliant in 
terms of policies, memberships 
and data protection, and our 
interim audit was carried out. 

Plans for the Christmas Lights 
Switch On Event have also been 
finalised. The day will include the 

School Santa Run on the morning at 
10.30am, along with both Christmas 
Markets, one at the Town Hall 10am-
1pm, and one at St Peter’s Church 3pm-
5pm. Then the Bondleigh Barn Band 
join us at 5pm, along with Father 
Christmas, before he switches on the 
lights at 5.30pm. There is also a raffle 
draw at 6.15pm, with mulled wine and 
refreshments available to buy 
throughout the evening event. Look out 
for the posters around the town, and in 
this edition of The Roundabout. 

Work continues to be varied, and we 
are looking forward to growing and 
developing further ideas, in conjunction 
with the everyday life of the Town 
Council.  

The Full Council Meetings are on the 
first Tuesday of every month, usually at 
7.30 pm. Office Opening Hours: 
Monday to Wednesday 10.30-1.30, 
with both the Clerk and Deputy Clerk 
contactable outside of these hours. 
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The Armed Forces Veterans 

Breakfast Club  
meets on the third Saturday of the month at The Copper Key, 

Fore Street, North Tawton, For 10 a.m. 
We are open to all Armed Forces and Reservist Veterans of 

all three Services. 
For more information contact Ian on 07879 881159 

 

NORTH TAWTON 

RUGBY 

FOOTBALL CLUB 

The Clubhouse is  

available to HIRE for  

PRIVATE FUNCTIONS

Competitive Rates 

Ample Parking 

Now with free wifi  

 

  ALL EVENTS CATERED FOR 
 

 Call  

 SARAH on     7      

 

COMMUNITY & VP LUNCH  
OFFICIAL OPENING OF  

THE NEW KITCHEN     
 

North Tawton Rugby Club 28th November  
2 Courses - £8 FREE FOR VPs  

 

Join us as we celebrate the opening of our 
fantastic new kitchen!  

 

Please book in advance and advise any dietary 
requirements: 

sarahquick104@btinternet.com 07739 543732  
 

EVERYONE WELCOME!  

Badminton Club 
North Tawton Town Hall 

All levels—Beginners welcome 
Ring Andrew on 

07950373103 

 

North Tawton Rangers Table Top Sale 
 

North Tawton Town Hall 
November 7th  10-11.30am 

Sellers from 9am 
£5 a table (no cakes) 

Refreshments available 
If you would like a table please contact Jennifer- 

07378464996  

mailto:sarahquick104@btinternet.com
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NORTH TAWTON TOWN 
 

Chairperson: Tony Jelley 07969577719 
Secretary/Booking Sec.: Lin Ford 07821472495 

 

North Tawton Community Centre 
Barton Street 

Call Mark: 01837 82608 

North Tawton Library of Things 
 

Join for £5 a year and borrow any of the items we 
have in the library for free.  
 

Open 5.30-6.30 Thursdays in the Chapel of Rest. 
 

You can join online or with a paper form (available in 
the Post Office).  
 

www.northtawtonlibraryofthings.myturn.com/library/ 

Quakers 
Ockment Centre, North St., Okehampton, EX20 1AR 

10.30 - 11.30 on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month  
01837 55805 -  okehampton.quakermeeting.org  

 

Orthodox Church 
Devon Parish of Holy Prophet Elias 

For details of services contact 
Celia or Martin Olsson (01837 82796)  

https://northtawtonlibraryofthings.myturn.com/library/
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ROUNDABOUT DEADLINE:  

Community News, Articles, and Events are pub-
lished free of charge, and must  be received by Ruth 
Smith by the 15th of the month before publication at:  

editor@northtawtonroundabout.com 

 

For prices and invoicing of Commercial Advertise-
ments, please contact Simon Williams at: 

adverts@northtawtonroundabout.com  

  

North Tawton Benefice  
North Tawton, Sampford Courtenay, Bondleigh and Honeychurch  

RECTOR:     Rev’d Dr David Spence (01837 89243)    revdspence@gmail.com  
 

ASSISTANT MINISTERS:  Rev’d Rita Bullworthy (01837 89168)    ritabullworthy@yahoo.co.uk 
     Rev’d Joe Moesel (07470 297287)           jsmoesel@outlook.com  
 

PARISH WORKER:   Mr. Wez Cutler (07540 127827)               wez@stpetersnorthtawton.org.uk 
 

CHURCHWARDENS: 
St Peter’s North Tawton    Mr. Paul Andrews (01837 82648) 
St James’ Bondleigh    Mr. Danny Semorad (07814 877151)     Mr. Graham Stokes (01837 82240) 
St Andrew’s Sampford Courtenay  Mr. Rory Robinson (07811 324154) 
St Mary’s Honeychurch    Mr. Ray Squire (07883 626724)             Mr. Richard Weeks (07790 636920) 
 

Church webpage:  www.stpetersnorthtawton.org.uk 
Facebook:      www.facebook.com/stpetersnorthtawton 

 
 

Services at St. Andrew’s Church 
S a m p f o rd C o u r t e n ay 

 

1st November    9.30am Morning Worship 
8th November    9.30am  Remembrance Service 
15th November    6pm  Choral Evensong 
22nd November   9.30am Communion 

  29th November    11am  St Andrew’s Patronal Service 

 

Services for St. Peter’s Church 
 

1st November 11.00    Morning Worship Shoe Box Sunday 
8th November 10.30    Parade from The Square 
 10.50    Act of Remembrance (Cemetery) 
 11.15    Remembrance Service 
 18.30    Praise Event 
15th November 11.00  Family Service 
22nd November 9.30   Toast Church 
  11.00   Traditional Communion 
29th November 11.00  Advent Informal Communion  

 

Services at St. James’s Church 
B o n d l e i g h 

 

1st November    9.30am   Communion 
8th November   10.45am  Remembrance 
          Service 
15th November  9.30am  Communion 

 

Services at St. Mary’s Church 
H o n eyc h u rc h 

 

1st Nov  3pm   Evensong/Communion 

 
 

North Street Chapel Sundays  
 

 1st November 11am Special Service Lloyd Kimber 
 8th November  11am Breaking of Bread 
 15th November  3pm Tea and Praise—Iddesleigh Singers 
   22nd November 11am Breaking of Bread 
   29th November Worship Service 

 

Please contact Richard for further details 07835033062 

 

The Benefice Choir 

Available to sing at 

WEDDINGS · BAPTISMS · FUNERALS  

   Roger Cleverdon   01837 810320 

Church Flowers & Brass 

Honeychurch 
November    Sue Svedang 
 

Bondleigh 
1st/8th November  Lin Warre 
15th/22nd November Sue Walters 
29th Nov/6th Dec  Carol Jones 
 

North Tawton Brass 
November   Jo Fear 
 

North Tawton Flowers 
1st November         Sue Knott 
8th/15th November        Remembrance Flowers 
22nd/29th November     Mandy Gillespie 

From the Registers 

Funerals   8th October   Chris Shaw    St Peter’s, North Tawton 
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WINDOWS-DOORS-CONSERVATORIES-JOINERY 

(Covering the whole of Devon) 

HIGH QUALITY PRODUCTS BACKED UP BY OVER 25 YEARS 

EXPERIENCE HELPING CUSTOMERS TO IMPROVE THEIR 

HOMES 

Why not give them a call to see what they can do for you 

and your property........ 

01837 54019 or enquiries@okehamptonglass.com 

www.okehamptonglass.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 For experienced, 

local advice you can trust 
T. 01837 52379 
www.peterslaw.co.uk 
Bideford Bude Holsworthy Okehampton 

1 West Street, Okehampton  
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